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Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 

From the Commander 

A view from the bridge—one last time! 

Continued on Page 3 

Continued on page 4 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 

The following article appeared in 
Topside Talk, the newsletter of the 
New Orleans Power Squadron, sub-
mitted by Squadron Educational 
Officer Chester Cooke, SN-CN and 
reprinted with permission.  The Edi-

tor Note refers to the 
Topside Talk newsletter 
editor Cheryl Jarrell, AP.  
For further information, 
check out the Snopes 
link at the end of the 

article. 

The passenger steamer SS Warri-

moo was quietly knifing its way 
through the waters of the mid-
Pacific on its way from Vancouver 
to Australia. The navigator had just 
finished working out a star fix and 
brought Captain John DS. Phillips, 
the result. The Warrimoo’s posi-
tion was LAT 0º 31’ N and LONG 
179 30’ W. The date was 31 De-
cember 1899. 

“Know what this means?” First Ma-
te Payton broke in, “We’re only a 
few miles from the intersection of 
the Equator and the International 
Date Line”. Captain Phillips was 

prankish enough to take full ad-
vantage of the opportunity for 
achieving the navigational freak of a 
lifetime. 

He called his navigators to the 
bridge to check & double check the 
ship’s position. He changed course 
slightly so as to bear directly on his 
mark. Then he adjusted the engine 
speed. 

The calm weather & clear night 
worked in his favor. At mid-night the 
SS Warrimoo lay on the Equator at 
exactly the point where it crossed 

An Amazing Feat of Navigation 

Ahoy me mateys. OK, it’s mid October as I 

sit here writing what will be my last Lazy 

Log column as commander 

and officer of our squad-

ron. This issue should be 

coming out just a few 

short weeks before our 

next meeting which will be 

the Change of Watch. More about that in 

a moment. 

Let’s look at what we’ve been up to re-

cently. Last month I referred to the pics 

that were taken at the Sept meeting, but 

they didn’t make it into the Log. I think 

they are in here now – better late than 

never. Our most recent meeting was 

the Rendezvous on Oct 8th. Turnout 

was a little light this year. We broke a 

dozen, but not by much. Harry cooked 

up a storm and got us well fed. And 

most folks brought a dish to pass also, 

so no one went home hungry. In fact, 

we sent a lot of food home – you 

missed a good picnic. Ron brought his 

PFD toss so we all threw the cushion 

and competed for the ‘bottle of rum’. 

Then we had a nice surprise. Jean Turocy, 

the NPS Ranger at the Gulf Islands Na-

tional Seashore set up a table full of ex-

amples of marine life we would find here 

at the park. She walked us through the 

various ecosystems at the GINS and 

showed us what marine animals called 

them home. Then she took quite a few 

questions from our group and we all 

learned a lot more about our Barrier Is-

land Seashore neighborhood. 

Proposed slate of Executive Committee officers on page 5  
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 

Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly and 

details the activities of the squadron.  

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-

profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 

through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 

requesting only that members express an interest in 

sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-

tice of safe boating through education.  

We hold regular business meeting 

and social events during the calen-

dar year. Membership information 

may be obtained by visiting our 

website at … www.psps.me … or by 

contacting either the Commander or 

Secretary.  

Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for the Boating Ed-

ucation … Stay for the Friendship

Commander – Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN  

850-776-9736 … cdrpsps@currently.com 

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time 

Educational Officer –Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 

850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net 

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 

rsnauman@hotmail.com 

Secretary – Lt/C Tod Shuls, JN-IN, 

tod.shuls@gmail.com 

Treasurer – P/V/C Harry Hebb, SN 

850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 

901-482-6726 … rmbabs@bellsouth.net 

Past Commander – P/C Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 

850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com 

Executive Committee At-Large 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 

seopsps@gmail.com 

Officers and staff 

The Lazy Log 

Our website is available to assist you in answering questions about us and what we stand 

for. Just go to www.psps.me — it lists all the officers of the squadron, the most recent 

details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a complete listing of our educational program, 

our Vessel Safety Check program and many of the other activities we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our site whenever you wish. If you don’t find what you are look-

ing for, send an email to one of our officers or staff members. We will make every effort 

to answer your questions in as timely a manner as possible.

Got a question? Need information? Contact us 
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Amazing navigation (continued from page 1) 

the International Date Line. The 
consequences of this bizarre posi-
tion were many: 

The bow of the ship was in the 
Southern Hemisphere & in the mid-
dle of summer.  The stern was in 
the Northern Hemisphere in the 
middle of winter. The date in the 
aft part of the ship was December 
31, 1899. The date in the forward 
part of the ship was January 1, 
1900. 
The ship was therefore concur-
rently in: 

two different days; 

two different months; 

two different years; 

two different seasons; 

and in two different centuries. 
 

Editor’s Note: 

After reading Chester’s post, I was 
interested, and had to check it 
out. Snopes rates the story Un-
proven, but has a nice article 
about the SS Warrimoo, which 
was launched in 1892, converted 
to troop transport in WWI in 1914, 
sunk in 1918 after a collision wat a 
French warship. 

Reports in January 1900 indicate 
that the Warrimoo was in the 
right area at the right time for this 
story to possibly be true. From a 
story by story by David Mikkelson 

Some photos from the September meeting by Julie Connerley 
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From the Bridge ———————- continued from page 1 

Continued on next page 

 

OK, the Change of Watch. Tuesday Nov 15 

at McGuire’s Irish Pub, is our annual COW 

where we elect our Bridge Officers and 

Member Representatives for the 2022-23 

year. Steve has already sent out the first 

email about the COW asking for your re-

sponse if you can attend. Our bylaws re-

quire that we notify the general member-

ship of the COW voting and present the 

proposed slate of officers at least 30 days 

before the meeting, and we did that in 

the last Lazy Log. I’m including the list of 

proposed officers for next year just in case 

you missed it. All have volunteered (or 

have been “volunteered”) and agreed to 

serve. Before the vote, the floor will be 

open for anyone to offer additional candi-

dates, or volunteer yourself. We do have 

two unfilled positions: Executive Officer, 

and one more Member at Large, and I 

encourage any member to volunteer their 

service. 

As you can see, my term as commander is 

coming to an end. I have enjoyed serving 

as an officer on the Bridge for several 

years. I first moved to Pensacola from 

Memphis in 2015 and Nancy and I trans-

ferred our USPS membership to this 

squadron. In 2016 I accepted the Assistant 

SEO position under Ron Swope and the 

following year officially joined the bridge 

as SEO. After three years in that position, I 

replaced Todd Larson as the Commander. 

Now, two years later I will retire to the 

‘honorary’ position as Past Commander. 

Nancy and I look forward to doing a little 

more travelling, US and abroad, while our 

health permits – time is taking its toll on 

our activity level! I encourage our Cdr 

Chuck and our SAO Steve to continue 

keeping you all informed through the 

monthly Lazy Log columns about activities 

current and future. I will continue attend-

ing Bridge meetings when we’re in town 

and I’d like to continue writing articles for 

the Log as our Nautical 

Muse – “Back in the 

days of …” 

So, let me wrap up this 

last ‘From The Bridge – 

Commander’s Report’ 

with a little Nautical 

Musing from the early 

days of marine elec-

tronic technology. Have 

you noticed how many 

center console (ie 

‘fishing’) bay and off 

shore boats have 

radar? It seems to 

have become a 

‘got to have’. It 

wasn’t that long 

ago when radar 

was a top military 

secret. Let’s go 

back to the early 

1900’s. Radio 

waves were first discovered in the late 

1800’s when the German scientist Hein-

rich Hertz showed that these waves were 

reflected off of metallic objects. It wasn’t 

until the early 1900’s when another Ger-

man inventor named Christian Hülsmey-

er learned how electromagnetism could 

generate these waves and use the reflec-

tions to detect metallic objects. Hülsmey-

er built his Telemobilescope to use these 

reflecting waves to detect ships in foggy 

conditions. His device had an antenna 

which could be rotated in conjunction 

with a magnetic compass to determine 

the direction of the ships. Unfortunately, 

it was unable to accurately measure the 

distance to the ship. Confidence in the 

system quickly eroded. Over the next 20 

years some progress was made improv-

ing the accuracy of the ‘pointing ability’, 

but distance still was a problem, During 

the military buildup before the 2nd World 

War a breakthrough occurred when they 

realized that the time between the 

transmission of a radar pulse and its 

reception as a reflected wave, when 

displayed on an oscilloscope, was an 

accurate measurement of the distance 

to the object.  

Many countries were working in secret 

to develop the system as a military tool. 

The US Signal Corps first coined the term 

RADAR as a mnemonic of RAdio Detec-

tion And Ranging. The next big jump 

came when Britain invented the Cavity 

Magnetron and shared the secret with 

the US. The magnetron uses a source of 

electrons, similar to the glowing coils in 

old fashion radio tubes, two strong mag-

nets and an anode jacket. As the elec-

trons spiral out from the source to the 

anode, microwaves are generated and 
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focused through the magnets and out of 

the magnetron. 

The waves are very short wavelengths 

(micro) and high power. These proper-

ties meant the waves could be focused 

into a beam and travel over long dis-

tances and the reflections still strong 

enough to be measured. Bingo – RADAR. 

This advancement was instrumental in 

the outcome of WWII. By the way, these 

waves were powerful enough to boil 

water! That’s why you probably have a 

1000 watt cavity magnetron in your 

kitchen – your microwave oven. I can 

remember back in the early 60’s my 

parents considering investing in one of 

these new fangled ‘Radar Ranges’ from 

Westinghouse. They never did buy one 

though, they were very pricey in those 

days. The price has dropped dramatical-

ly over the years and the demand 

for a safer boating experience 

makes radar a popular accessory. 

OK, musing complete. The weath-

er is still quite nice this time of 

year and the threat of Hurricanes 

diminishes significantly as we 

close the season, so enjoy some 

more time on the water while you can. I 

hope to see all of you at the COW on 

Nov 8! 

From the Bridge ———————- continued from previous page 


