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Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 

From the Commander 

A view from the bridge 

Continued on Page 5 

Ahoy me mateys.  OK, it’s mid Sep-
tember as I write this, after Labor 

Day, so all the typical 
Summer activities are 
behind us and it is 
time to get back to 
squadron gatherings.  
We had our Septem-
ber meeting last night 
at the Island Cove 

Marina.  After a short meeting we 
enjoyed some really good pizza that 
Steve brought from a pizzeria in 
Tiger Point (Gulf Breeze).   Then John 

von Senden and Kyrah gave a 
presentation of their sailing adven-
tures in the BVIs last spring.  They 
joined up in Road Town, Tortola 
with three couples from their pre-
vious sailing club on the Chesa-
peake Bay.  After picking up their 
boat from the Moorings and a de-
layed start they took off to do the 
islands.  First heading south to 
Bight Bay on Norman Island, then 
NW to Salt Island and on to Lever-
ick Bay on Virgin Gorda.  Then an 
overland jaunt down to the other 

end of Virgin Gorda for the mandato-
ry splash at The Baths.  From Leverick 
it was off to the west to circumnavi-
gate Tortola on the north side, sever-
al stops, and then back to Road Town 
to wrap up 8 days in paradise.  A 
great journey and enjoyable presen-
tation.  Thanks to John and Kyrah.  
Julie Connerley took lots of pictures 
and she says she will send them to 
Becky for this Lazy Log, so look close-
ly, they here somewhere!   

This Lazy Log should be hitting your 

Continued on page 6 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 

History of our Organization  

Last month I discussed the Organiza-
tional Manual. One thing left out 
was the chapter on our history. The 
first chapter is a great history of 

USPS starting even be-
fore we had our begin-
ning as a division within 
the Boston Yacht Club. 
From there it takes us 
forward through our 

birth as an independent organiza-
tion in 1914. It discusses the many 
changes that have taken place over 
the years and our connection to sev-
eral U.S. presidents and our role in 

two world wars. It’s pretty inter-
esting reading. To get the ops man-
ual go to www.usps.org and click 
on member log in with your mem-
ber number and PIN. On the drop-
down menus at the top of the page 
click on “Site Index” and then 
“Operations Manual”. Put your 
cursor on Operations Manual and 
you will get a download button. 
Click on that and you will get a 
screen that will allow you to view, 
save or print any sections of the 
manual or the entire 298 pages.  

That Time of Year Again  
The astronomical gods struck on 17 
September this year, which 

seemed to me to be a little early. Let 
me explain. I have a double garage 
(2 doors) that face south. Every year 
when the sun angle drops far 
enough, it shines on the sensor on 
my east door and the safety feature 
thinks there is an obstruction and 
won’t let the door close. I can over-
ride it by continuing to hold down 
the button. It’s fine on cloudy days 
or at night or early or late in the day, 
just during the part of the day when 
the sun angle is right. Later on into 
winter it is pretty much all day and 
then about March sometime I’m 
back in business. Doesn’t affect 

Our history, some sun issues and new boat fever 

http://www.usps.org
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 

Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly and 

details the activities of the squadron.  

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-

profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 

through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 

requesting only that members express an interest in 

sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-

tice of safe boating through education.  

We hold regular business meeting 

and social events during the calen-

dar year. Membership information 

may be obtained by visiting our 

website at … www.psps.me … or by 

contacting either the Commander or 

Secretary.  

Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for the Boating Ed-

ucation … Stay for the Friendship

Commander – Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN  

850-776-9736 … cdrpsps@currently.com 

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time 

Educational Officer –Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 

850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net 

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 

rsnauman@hotmail.com 

Secretary – Lt/C Tod Shuls, JN-IN, 

tod.shuls@gmail.com 

Treasurer – P/V/C Harry Hebb, SN 

850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 

901-482-6726 … rmbabs@bellsouth.net 

Past Commander – P/C Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 

850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com 

Executive Committee At-Large 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 

seopsps@gmail.com 

Officers and staff 

The Lazy Log 

Our website is available to assist you in answering questions about us and what we stand 

for. Just go to www.psps.me — it lists all the officers of the squadron, the most recent 

details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a complete listing of our educational program, 

our Vessel Safety Check program and many of the other activities we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our site whenever you wish. If you don’t find what you are look-

ing for, send an email to one of our officers or staff members. We will make every effort 

to answer your questions in as timely a manner as possible.

Got a question? Need information? Contact us 
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Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 

One boat straddling two centuries (at the same time) 

You may have heard the story of the SS 
Warrimoo, who reportedly at the turn 
of the (last) century claimed a remarka-

ble navigational 
feat. 

If you haven’t heard 
the story, it is the 
current version 
(from Facebook): 

The passenger 
steamer SS Warrimoo was quietly 
knifing its way through the waters 
of the mid-Pacific on its way from 
Vancouver to Australia. The naviga-
tor had just finished working out a 
star fix and brought Captain John 
DS. Phillips, the result. The Warri-
moo's position was LAT 0º 31' N 
and LONG 179 30' W.  The date was 
31 December 1899. "Know what 
this means?"  First Mate Payton 

broke in, "We're only a few miles 
from the intersection of the Equa-
tor and the International Date 
Line".  Captain Phillips was prankish 
enough to take full advantage of 
the opportunity for achieving the 
navigational freak of a lifetime.  

He called his navigators to the 
bridge to check and double c heck 
the ship's position. He changed 
course slightly so as to bear directly 

on his mark. Then he adjusted the 
engine speed.  

The calm weather & clear night 
worked in his favor.  At midnight 
the SS Warrimoo lay on the Equa-
tor at exactly the point where it 
crossed the International Date 
Line!  The consequences of this 
bizarre position were many:  

The forward part (bow) of the ship 
was in the Southern Hemisphere 
and in the middle of summer.  

The rear (stern) was in the North-
ern Hemisphere & in the middle of 
winter.  

The date in the aft part of the ship 
was 31 December 1899.  

In the bow (forward) part it was 1 
January 1900.  

This ship was therefore not only in:  

• Two different days,  

• Two different months,  

• Two different years,  

• Two different seasons  

• But in two different centuries - 
all at the same time! 

So, is this story true? 

Checking Wikipedia (https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
SS_Warrimoo), we find the original 
report from January 1900 in the 
Sydney Morning 
Herald stating the 
SS Warrimoo 
crossed the equator 
on 30 December 
1899.  The claim of 
crossing the equator 
and international 
date line at the new 
year didn’t surface 
until 1942.  It was 
popularized by an 
article in the maga-
zine Ships and the 
Sea in 1953 and has 

made social media rounds in 2021. 

The 1942 article, retrieved from 
Snopes (https://www.snopes.com/
fact-check/ss-warrimoo/), changed 
the name and rank first officer: 

In Two Places, Two Centuries, At 
One Time 

Can a ship be in two places at the 
same time? 

Under certain conditions the answer 
is “yes”. 

Captain John Duthie Sydney Phillips 
was the shipmaster who managed 
this unusual feat of navigation. 

For some 15 years Skipper Phillips 
commanded liners on the Vancou-
ver-Australia run. 

Now a resident of Sydney, Captain 
Phillips has been looking through his 
old logbooks and he has produced 
the record of a remarkable incident. 

It deals with the international date 
line which puzzles passengers.  They 
turn in at night and find on waking 
that they have lost a day. 

The line bisects the equator be-
tween the Ellice and Phoenix is-
lands, and it was there that Captain 

Continued on next page 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Warrimoo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Warrimoo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Warrimoo
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/ss-warrimoo/)
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/ss-warrimoo/)
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Phillips put his ship in two places at 
once. 

He was in command of the SS Warri-
moo bound from Vancouver to Bris-
bane.  Early on December 30, 1899, 
his second-in-command, now Captain 
F. J. Bayldon, pointed out that if he 
cared to alter the ship’s course a de-
gree or two and suitably adjust her 
speed, she could cross the 180th me-
ridian where it intersected the equa-
tor exactly at 12 midnight. 

This prankish idea appealed to Cap-
tain Phillips and the necessary orders 
were given.  Five experienced naviga-
tors took careful observations of the 
sun when it was visible and of the 
stars at night.  The ship’s position was 
checked every three hours and she 
reached the appointed spot at the 
appointed time. 

And here is what happened: 

The bows of the SS Warrimoo were in 
the southern hemisphere, but her 
stern was in the northern hemi-
sphere. 

One side of her was in the western 
hemisphere, the other in the east-
ern hemisphere. 

Passengers and crew in the forward 
part of the ship were living in Mon-
day, January 1, 1900. 

Passengers and crew in the 
after part were still in Saturday 
December 30, 1899, having 
“lost a day”. 

Those forward were in a new 
century.  Those aft were in the 
old century. 

And those aboard were the 
first people on earth to hail 
the new century and the last to bid 
the old century farewell. 
This account may very well be true, 
but the fact that it apparently was-
n’t reported until more than 40 
years after the fact is a potential 
cause for skepticism. Other forms 
of documentation — such as copies 
of the ship’s log, contemporaneous 
reporting of the event, and ac-
counts from other SS Warrimoo 
crew and passengers — would go a 

long way towards verifying the claim, 
but we haven’t found that any such 
documentation exists. 

Additionally, even if the SS Warri-
moo‘s crew had the intent of posi-

tioning the ship so that it simultane-
ously spanned the equator and 
180th meridian precisely at midnight 
on 31 December 1899 and attempt-
ed to do so, whether they could have 
accurately achieved that feat given 
the navigation technology of the 
time is an open question. 

Oh, and as a last note, the change in 
century was a year later, 1901.  But 
that’s another story. 

Boat Handling course will begin 
13 Oct and run each Thursday 
night (except Thanksgiving) 
through 8 Dec at the Warrington 
Campus of Pensacola State Col-
lege.  Class is 6-8 p.m.  Cost is $64 
for the material for members and 
you may choose eBook or paper 
version.  This course covers six 
topics in much greater detail than 
the basic boating course (ABC3) 
did.  The 6 lessons are: Rules of 
the Road A Practical Approach; 

Confidence in Docking and Un-
docking Slow Speed Maneuver-
ing; Boating with Confidence 
Handling your Boat Underway; 
Anchoring With Assurance 
Don’t Get Carried Away; Emer-
gencies On Board Preparations 
for Handling Common Problems 
and Knots and Line Handling The 
Knots You Need To Know. When 
you pass the final exam you will 
be awarded the grade of Sea-

man.  Contact Ron Swope at 
850-516-1259 or at seop-
sps@gmail.com to register 
or for more information. 

 

Boat handling course begins on Oct. 13 

One boat—two centuries— continued from previous page 

mailto:seopsps@gmail.com
mailto:seopsps@gmail.com
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Continued from Page 1 New boat feeling 
opening the door, nor the door to 
the west. 

That “New Boat” Feeling 
“I’m thinking this will be the last 
boat I’ll ever buy” claimed Bob Bur-
ton as he proudly showed me his 
newly acquired 25-foot Regulator 
center console. It took him almost a 
year to find what he wanted. The 
pandemic made boats more scarce 
and drove up the price as more peo-
ple found time to be out on the wa-
ter. He discovered the old adage 

“you snooze-you lose” is very real 
when it comes to buying a used boat 
in today’s market. Early on he found 
just what he wanted near his home 
in Orange Beach. Since he had just 
started looking, he thought the price 
was too high. By the time he did a 
little research and learned it wasn’t, 
the boat was sold. 

With twin 200 HP Yamaha 4 stroke 
outboards the 2018 model will move 
out over 50 mph on smooth water. 
Bob said this boat was unusual in 
that it had been on the market for 

about 9 months. Most boats of 
quality were selling in a matter of 
little more than a couple of weeks. 
This one had been parked under a 
tree and was covered with leaves 
and looked terrible. Like most peo-
ple, he assumed that the current 
appearance was a good indication 
of its previous care. However, when 
he looked at the maintenance rec-
ords, everything had been done on 
time and professionally. To take a 
test ride, he had to come to an 
agreed price and put down a de-
posit. If, after the test ride, he did-
n’t want it, he would get his money 
back. That is to weed out the peo-
ple who have no intention of buy-
ing. 

Bob, who is a Senior Navigator and 
was our Squadron Commander 
back in 2007, said that once on the 
water, she performed beautifully. 
“She hit all the specs, and with only 
90 hours on the engines I decided 
to take her.” He named her Cane 

Pole, in honor of his previous 52’ 
sport fisher. He’s convinced the 
only reason she stayed on the mar-
ket so long is the filthy appearance. 
That was his good fortune. His elec-

tronics include a 16-inch Gar-
min Chartplotter. The plotter 
is reading in mph, not in 
knots. The sonar system au-
tomatically switches scale at 
a specific depth. He has auto 
pilot, VHF/DSC radio and a 
Polk sound system. The pre-
vious owner didn’t change 
over the DSC registration so 
he may have to send the ra-

dio back to the manufacturer to 
change it over to his information. 

While I was standing on the dock 
next to Cane Pole on the lift, I told 
him she had to be longer than 25’. 
He said that is the registered length. 
If you look at the platform the mo-
tors are mounted to, you’ll see how 
big they are, and being aft of the 
transom, don’t count for overall 
length. He said he had to add to the 
lift to make room for it. He says it’s 
about 31’ from the bow to the props. 
When he bought her, he thought 
about coming home by sea, but de-
cided that would take too long. He 
ended up buy-
ing a new trailer 
and towing 
Cane Pole 
home.  

“I’ll need the 
trailer anyway 
for hurricane 
evacuation”, he 
stated. “I left a 
smaller boat in 
the lift for Sally, 
but I’m not about to take a chance 
with this one”, he smiled. 

The furthest trip he’s made so far is 
to Apalachicola. Most of his fishing is 
in the Gulf out of Orange Beach. He 
says if he slows it way down to about 
5 mph or so he can get 5 mpg. With 
proper trim and if the seas aren’t too 
rough, he gets just under 2 mpg at 30 
mph. I didn’t ask him what his fuel 
consumption was wide open at 50 
mph. 



The Lazy Log | October 2022 | Page 6 

 

From the Bridge 
Continued from page 1 

inbox before the Rendezvous on 
October 8th so let me give you one 
more invite and update.  For this 
Fall Rendezvous we are going to get 
out of the West Pensacola rut and 
set sail for Gulf Breeze.  Mark your 
calendars, October 8th at noon we 
will be gathering at the Gulf Islands 
National Seashore, Naval Live Oaks 
Recreation Area, Bayside Pavilion 
(@Youth Campground).  The en-
trance is about 2 miles past the Gulf 
Breeze High School on the North 
side of Route 98/30 just West of the 
GINS Main Office driveway. 

Harry will grill hamburgers and brats 
and if you have a picnic dish or de-
sert to share please bring it along. 
BYO liquid refreshments.  We won’t 
have a donation jar.  If you have a 
friend that is interested in boating, 
bring them with you.  If you are 
coming by boat you can pull up on 
the beach at 30⁰ 22.171’ N / 87⁰ 
8.563’ W. 

As you know, we hold our regular 
meetings each month (Sept thru 

June) at 
the Island 
Cove Mari-
na, and 
after a 
meal we 
enjoy a 

short program.  We are always look-
ing for these short programs.  If you 
or someone you know has a nautical 
flavored story to tell, please let us 
know.  I will volunteer to help any-
one who has a story to tell and 
some pictures to show to put to-
gether a 20 to 40 minute Power-
Point show.  We’ve had a few of 
these shows recently and they al-
ways go over well.  Whenever we 
meet, I wander around and sample 
the conversations going on.  I assure 
you, some of the stories I hear 
would make a great presentation!  I 

know I’m beginning to repeat my-
self, but we do have a lot of talent 
and stories in our group – call me. 

Coming up real soon, Tuesday Nov 
15th at McGuire’s Irish Pub, is our 
annual Change Of Watch (COW) 
where we elect our Bridge Officers 
and Member Representatives for 
the 2022-23 year.  Watch your 
email for details and reserve the 
date.  Our bylaws require that we 
notify the general membership of 
the COW voting and present the 
proposed slate of officers at least 
30 days before the meeting.  See 
next page for the proposed candi-
dates for the next fiscal year bridge.  
All have volunteered (or have been 
“volunteered”) and agreed to 
serve.  Before the vote, the floor 
will be open for anyone to offer 
additional candidates, or volunteer 
yourself.  We do have two unfilled 
positions: Executive Officer, and 
one more Member at Large, and I 
encourage any member to volun-
teer their service.  

OK, let me wrap up this month’s 
Lazy Log Report with a little Nauti-
cal Musing from the olden days of 
sail.  How about a quick question 
for our seasoned sailors and other 
‘old salts’ … How many sheet 
winches do you have on your boat?  
If we go with the technically correct 
answer, it is probably Zero.  Over 
the decades the device we use to 
haul in the jib sheet or Genoa sheet 
has become known as a Sheet 
Winch.  It is not a winch, it is a cap-
stan and it used to be called that.  A 

winch is a device where the line or 
wire is wound up on a drum and is 
usually mounted horizontally.  If 
you have a winch associated with 
your boat, it is probably on the 
trailer. 

This is the device you were probably 
thinking of – a Capstan. 

Back in the square rigger days the only 
capstan was the huge capstan windlass 
that raised the anchor.  Adjusting the 
sails was accomplished using blocks 
and tackle.  The size of the sail (ie, the 
amount of force 
needed) would de-
termine the number 
of sheaves in the 
blocks. 

In the late 1800’s 
larger yachts started using Snubbing 
Capstans.  A couple turns of the line 
around a rough surfaced drum with a 
handle (no gears, 1:1) to help turn the 
drum.  Loose 
the line to let 
it slide back 
out.  Nathan-
ael 
Herreshoff, 
the Ameri-
ca’s Cup de-
signer, introduced the large deck sheet 
capstans in 1903 on the yacht Reliance.  
Smaller capstans appeared on smaller 
yachts after World War II.  Len Lewery 
and Leslie Marsh designed and built 
the first modern, top-action, self-
tailing, gear driven capstan which they 
marketed under the Lewmar brand in 
1953.  They are the fellows that start-
ed calling them Sheet Winches.  Short-
ly after, Henry Shepherd, whose com-
pany made lightweight gearboxes for 
helicopters, developed the multi-speed 
Sheet Winch we are familiar with to-
day. 

OK, musing complete.  The weather is 
wonderful this time of year 
so enjoy some more time 
on the water while you can.  
I hope to see all of you at 

the Rendezvous in October and at the 
COW on 
Nov 8. 

Proposed slate of officers on next page. 
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Send pictures of you and your boat 

and we’ll feature them in The Lazy 

Log!  Include the name and a little 

info and send to 

rmbabs@bellsouth.net 

Proud of your boat? Then tell us about it! 

Proposed slate of officers for the PSPS Executive Committee 2022-23 

Commander:            Charles Fosha Jr., AP-IN 

Executive Officer:         No nomination 

Squadron Educational Officer: John von Senden, JN 

Administrative Officer:   Steve Nauman, AP 

Secretary:     Tod Shuls, JN-IN 

Treasurer:     Harry Hebb, SN 

Past Commander:            Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN  

Members-at-Large:    Julie Connerley 

                                                       Ann Hargis     
  

 Audit Committee:           David Simon, AP-IN (1 Year) 

                                                            Dean Hoffman, P (2 Year) 


