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Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 

From the Commander 

Rendezvous, new apps and more musings from the bridge 

Ahoy me mateys. OK, we’re in our 

typical Summer weather pattern 

now. We survived 

the late June early 

July monsoon sea-

son. Enough rain wa-

ter to raise the water 

table right to the 

surface – we could breed mosqui-

toes in our front yard – and get a 

good hatch before it drains off. Now 

July and August, 85⁰ at sunrise, 95⁰ 

by noon, a frog strangling gulley 

washing T-storm at 2PM which 

drops the temp back to 92⁰ and 

sends the Humidity to 100% until 

sunset. Hope you’re staying AC’d.  

As you know, July and August many 

of our members are in vacation and 

travel mode so we hold off our regu-

lar meetings until September. That 

means I don’t have any pictures to 

share with you - but, I can tell you 

about coming events. The Bridge has 

set as a goal to move our activities 

around our region more. Our mem-

bership is spread out from Perdido 

Key, to Pace/Milton, and down to 

Gulf breeze. For our Fall Rendezvous 

we are going to get out of the West 

Pensacola rut and set sail for Gulf 

Breeze. Mark your calendars, Octo-

ber 8 at noon we will be gathering 

at the Gulf Islands National Sea-

shore, Naval Live Oaks Recreation 

Area. We will be meeting in the 

pavilion at the East end of the park-

ing lot for the GINS Main Office. 

The entrance to the complex is just 

over 2 miles past the Gulf Breeze 

High School on the south side of 

Route 98/30. 

We will grill hamburgers and brats 

and if you have a picnic dish or des-

sert to share please bring it along. 

BYO liquid refreshments. We won’t 

have a donation jar. If you have a 

friend that is interested in boating, 

bring them with you. If you are com-

ing by boat you can pull up on the 

beach at 30⁰ 21.85’ N / 87⁰ 7.65’ W.  

As you know, we hold our regular 

meetings each month (Sept thru 

Jun) at the Island Cove Marina, and 

after a meal we enjoy a short pro-

Continued on page 4 

October Rendezvous location 
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 

Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly and 

details the activities of the squadron.  

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-

profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 

through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 

requesting only that members express an interest in 

sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-

tice of safe boating through education.  

We hold regular business meeting 

and social events during the calen-

dar year. Membership information 

may be obtained by visiting our 

website at … www.psps.me … or by 

contacting either the Commander or 

Secretary.  

Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for the Boating Ed-

ucation … Stay for the Friendship

Commander – Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN  

850-776-9736 … cdrpsps@currently.com 

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time 

Educational Officer –Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 

850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net 

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 

rsnauman@hotmail.com 

Secretary – Lt/C Tod Shuls, JN-IN, 

tod.shuls@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 

850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 

901-482-6726 … rmbabs@bellsouth.net 

Past Commander – P/C Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 

850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com 

Executive Committee At-Large 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 

seopsps@gmail.com 

Officers and staff 

The Lazy Log 

Our website is available to assist you in answering questions about us and what we stand 

for. Just go to www.psps.me — it lists all the officers of the squadron, the most recent 

details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a complete listing of our educational program, 

our Vessel Safety Check program and many of the other activities we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our site whenever you wish. If you don’t find what you are look-

ing for, send an email to one of our officers or staff members. We will make every effort 

to answer your questions in as 

timely a manner as pos-

Got a question? Need information? Contact us 

August Birthdays 
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Phyllis and I recently celebrated our 
56th anniversary.  We were married 

in the NAS Base Chapel 
here in Pensacola while 
we were both on active 
duty.  A number of 
years ago we found a 

restaurant we liked for those really 
special occasions.  Dinner for two, all 
inclusive, can easily run 2 of my Sea-
man Recruit monthly paychecks back 
in the ‘50s.   

When Phyllis called for the reserva-
tion they told her that for that time 
frame we would have to eat outside. 
(Are you kidding me?)  When she 
told them it was our 56th anniversary, 
they said they could accommodate 
us a half hour earlier.   

The restaurant is not large.  It has a 
few tables for four placed near the 
front and a number of tables for two 
along one wall as well as a number of 
seats at the bar in the rear with more 
tables there.  We were shown to a 
table along the wall.  Phyllis sat with 
her back to the wall and I was across 
from her.  Two men were at the table 
to my right and two women at the 
table to my left. 

There is only enough space between 
the tables for the wait staff, so it is 
quite natural to talk to people at the 
neighboring tables.  Now, this is defi-
nitely a first class establishment.  The 
food is really good and I’ve never had 
better service anywhere else.  This is 
the kind of place that brings new sil-
verware with every course and 
doesn’t rush you to order.  Several 
different wait staff came our table 
during the evening and each one 
wished us a Happy Anniversary, as 
did the folks at the tables on both 
sides of us.  During the evening we 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 

Did You Know?   

You don’t have to be operating a 
powerboat to be guilty of BUI 
(Boating under the Influence).  It ap-
plies to kayaks, canoes, rowboats and 
even standup paddleboards which 
are all vessels under Florida law.  
Someone whose reactions and skills 
are dulled to the point that they can’t 
handle their vessel safely are guilty.  
It doesn’t matter if the cause is alco-
hol, illegal drugs or even prescription 
drugs.   

In the case of alcohol, In Florida, and 
in most other states, in the event you 
are found to have a blood or breath 
alcohol content of .08% or higher, 
you are presumed to be boating un-
der the influence.  Now, that is if you 
are age 21 or older.  If you are under 
21, that number drops to .02%.  Think 
for a minute.  How many beers would 
it take for anyone to reach .02%?  
Probably just one.   

Some people who would never con-
sider drinking beer while driving 
down the road in a car think it is fine 
to do so while running a boat.  After 
all, they aren’t in a lot of congested 
traffic like in a car, except maybe for 
Blue Angel day or something like that.  
Not a lot of speed bumps and stop 
signs to worry about.  What they 
don’t consider is something called 
boater fatigue.  Boater fatigue is the 
combined negative effect the sun, 
wind, boat vibration, and physical 
exertion has on your physical and 
mental reactions.  Consuming alcohol 
increases this effect.  Add to that the 
fact that boats don’t handle like cars 
and most people have a lot more ex-
perience handling cars than boats.  
Dull the senses with alcohol, throw in 
the need for a couple of last split-
second decisions and alcohol slowed 
reactions at the crowded boat ramp 
when returning, and you have a reci-
pe for a lousy end to an otherwise 
great day on the water. 

talked with both groups, just chit 
chat, no religion or politics.  Where 
each was from and that sort of 
thing.  We discovered that the two 
men on my right had a golden re-
triever that shed a lot, but we 
agreed that if you love your dog, 
you’ll put up with it and brush him 
a lot.  All in all, it was a very pleas-
ant evening we shared with 4 
strangers. 

The two men on my right left be-
fore us and wished us a Happy An-
niversary as they left.  We ordered 
one desert to split and after our 
waiter brought that he brought the 
check in the padded book and said 
something that I didn’t quite catch.  
When we were finished I looked at 
the check and it only listed the de-
sert as $12 and that crossed out 
and balance due $0.00 Happy Anni-
versary.  This on top of the compli-
mentary champagne they brought 
us before we started the meal.  I 
thought Wow, that’s nice of them, 
but where is the rest of the bill?  I 
called our waiter over and showed 
him the bill and asked him where 
the rest of it was.  He said the gen-
tleman on my right had paid.  It 
took a moment to sink in and then 
I asked him if he had included the 
tip.  He said “Oh yes”, and the way 
he said it sounded like it had been 
very generous.   

Although we did exchange first 
names, I’m sorry to say I forgot our 
benefactor’s, as well as those of 
the other 3 people we shared 2 
hours with that evening.  I don’t 
know what prompted him to make 
such a generous gesture, but It cer-
tainly made our evening even more 
special. 

 

The kindness of strangers 
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Continued on next page 

From the Bridge 
Continued from page 1 

gram. We are always looking for 

these short programs. If you or 

someone you know has a nautical 

flavored story to tell, please let us 

know. I will volunteer to help any-

one who has a story to tell and 

some pictures to show to put to-

gether a 20 to 40 minute Power-

Point show. We’ve had a few of 

these shows recently and they al-

ways go over well. Whenever we 

meet, I wander around and sample 

the conversations going on. I assure 

you, some of the stories I hear 

would make a great presentation! 

You know who you are – call me. 

OK, how about a short ‘back in the 

days of sail’ story. Many of the 

things we keep and use on our 

boats go way back. Here’s one that 

takes us back at least 135 years, and 

probably more – The Sea Anchor. In 

fact, if you count the simple bucket 

dragged overboard, it goes way, 

way back.  

A sea anchor is simply a parachute 

like struc-

ture that 

you can 

drag behind 

a boat to 

slow its 

downwind 

drift. It first 

appears in 

the literature in the 1877 US Naval 

Academy instruction book. A section 

describes how a sea anchor can be 

built using common materials. A 

frame of wood or metal with a piece 

of canvas or sailcloth stretched like 

a kite forms the basic anchor. A 

heavy net or a net of ropes backs 

the cloth for strength. Ropes from 

the corners join to become one line 

to the boat. A small weight is used 

to keep the anchor vertical if the 

frame floats (wood) and if the frame 

is metal then a float is attached to 

keep the anchor vertical.  

The basic object of the sea anchor is 

to attach to the aft-rigged bridle and 

be dragged directly behind the stern 

to keep the bow pointed into the 

winds and waves. If the winds and 

waves do not line up, the bridle can 

be attached to bow and stern and 

the sea anchor attached anywhere 

along the bridle as necessary to 

keep the bow into the waves. An 

advantage of these sea anchors is 

that they ‘spill water” as the boat 

surges up and down and the forces 

are evened out. The sea anchor will 

also reduce drift of an unpowered 

vessel, and can be used to keep a 

tow line under tension when tow-

ing. Sea anchors are readily availa-

ble at marine supply stores, or Ama-

zon:  

Note that these modern sea an-

chors are cone shaped and the bulk 

of the water escapes through the 

hole at the apex of the cone. Notice 

also that these anchors have a 

‘retrieve’ line attached to the tip of 

the cone. Pull by this line and the 

cone flips around so you can pull it 

out of the water. 

OK, that’s enough musing about days 

long gone by. Let’s continue our look 

at useful nauti-

cal software 

and apps for 

your 

smartphone 

and laptop. 

Last month I 

showed you 

The BoatUS 

app, this month 

let’s look at an 

Anchor Drift 

app. The purpose of an anchor app is 

to tell you that you are dragging your 

anchor. The Anchor app that I use is 

called Anchor Alarm with Late Set 

and it is on the App Store (see right). 

I like this app 

because you 

can set the 

position of 

your anchor 

and the length 

of your swing-

on-rode three 

ways. The first 

way is to use 

the extensive 

list of anchor-

ages all along the gulf. Locate your 

anchorage on the map, click on your 

position in the anchorage and tell it 

the length of rode, and set the alarm. 

The second way is to arrive at your 

anchorage, click on the GPS and lock 

in location when you drop anchor, 
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drift out on the appropriate length of 

rode, and click to set the GPS calcu-

lated distance, then click set calculate 

your drift circle. 

The third way is called Late Set. If 

you’re single handed or forgetful this 

works. You arrive at your anchorage, 

you check the depth and add the 

height above water to the cleat, and 

calculate the needed rode. Drop the 

anchor and then measure the rode as 

you drift away from the anchor. Cleat 

the rode and return to the helm. Tap 

Late Set Position to fix your present 

location and then on the next screen: 

point the arrow toward the anchor 

and then enter the distance and 

depth and the set the alarm. 

From the Bridge 
Continued from previous page 

Send pictures of you and 

your boat and we’ll feature 

them in The Lazy Log!  

Include the name and a 

little info and send to 

rmbabs@bellsouth.net 

Turn the alarm on your phone to 

something really loud, and now you 

can settle in for the night. If your 

anchor drags your phone will wake 

you. Next month we’ll review anoth-

er app that you may find useful in 

your boating activities. 

As I mentioned earlier our next gen-

eral meeting is planned for Tues, 13 

Sept, 1730 at Island Cove Marina. 

Watch your email for updates. Until 

then, enjoy the Summer boating 

with family and friends. Stay safe 

and cool. 

Proud of your boat? Then tell us about it! 


