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Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 

From the Commander 

Back to the Days of Sail and more musings from the bridge 

Ahoy me mateys.  Well, our last gen-

eral meeting for the Spring was a 

success, and now the 

Summer season is 

here.  We met at our 

now standard 

meeting place, The 

Island Cove Marina.  

We are very grateful 

to Capt. John Naybor, the owner of 

Island Cove Marina, for the monthly 

use of this facility.  Anytime you see 

John please give him a big Thank 

You.  This location has very ade-

quately provided us with a great 

place to meet, share a meal, and 

then relax in a comfortable ‘living 

room’, around a big screen TV for 

our special speaker.   

This month our own Todd Larson 

gave us a good overview of the Ves-

sel Safety Check program and then 

tested us.  He set up on the pool 

table examples of many of the 

items that are required for a suc-

cessful VSC – and – two items that 

are not required but are recom-

mended.  Our challenge was to 

write down those two items and 

turn in our answer.  Surprise, most 

everyone got the right answer.  A 

‘reminder prize’ was awarded to 

several folks to help them 

‘remember’ the VSC requirements.  

(see pictures from the meeting on 

page 5) 

OK, how about a short ‘back in the 

days of sail’ story.  I know that many 

of you have sailboats but maybe 

you didn’t know this historical tidbit.  

Where did that fin looking keel 

come from?  In the early days of 

Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 

Hope everyone is enjoying their sum-
mer break and is 
staying cool.  In the 
near future, you 
should receive an 
email with a link to 
a survey of courses.  
This article is a brief 
description of the 

educational offerings of the Sail and 
Power Squadrons. 

The Power Squadron (being mildly 
bureaucratic) has divided educational 
products into the following groups: 

• America’s Boating Course 

Continued on page 4 

Education offerings from the SEO 

• Advanced Courses 

• Electives 

• Seminars 

And this is in addition to webinars 
and on-the-water training. 

• America’s Boating Course pro-
vides the basic safe boating ed-
ucation necessary for the 
NASBLA approved course.  This 
class is likely how you became 
aware of the Power Squadron 
and eventually became a mem-
ber.   

Advanced courses (as their name 

implies) advance the education pro-
vided in the ABC.  They include:  

• Boat Handling (which provides 
the grade of Seaman), address-
es the rules of the road, dock-
ing and undocking, handling 
boats underway, anchoring, 
emergencies, and basic knots.  
There now is an on-the-water 
guide for Boat Handling. 

• Marine Navigation (or Piloting), 
covers the basics of coastal in 
inland navigation.  This is likely 

Continued on page 3 

https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-committees/13170/13170-americas-boating-course
https://www.nasbla.org/home
https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-committees/13180/13180-boat-handling
https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-committees/13190/13190-marine-navigation
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 

Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly and 

details the activities of the squadron.  

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-

profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 

through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 

requesting only that members express an interest in 

sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-

tice of safe boating through education.  

We hold regular business meeting 

and social events during the calen-

dar year. Membership information 

may be obtained by visiting our 

website at … www.psps.me … or by 

contacting either the Commander or 

Secretary.  

Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for the Boating Ed-

ucation … Stay for the Friendship

Commander – Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN  

850-776-9736 … cdrpsps@currently.com 

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time 

Educational Officer –Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 

850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net 

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 

rsnauman@hotmail.com 

Secretary – Lt/C Tod Shuls, JN-IN, 

tod.shuls@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 

850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 

901-482-6726 … rmbabs@bellsouth.net 

Past Commander – P/C Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 

850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com 

Executive Committee At-Large 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 

seopsps@gmail.com 

Officers and staff 

The Lazy Log 

Our website is available to assist you in answering questions about us and what we stand 

for. Just go to www.psps.me — it lists all the officers of the squadron, the most recent 

details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a complete listing of our educational program, 

our Vessel Safety Check program and many of the other activities we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our site whenever you wish. If you don’t find what you are look-

ing for, send an email to one of our officers or staff members. We will make every effort 

to answer your questions in as timely a manner as possible.

Got a question? Need information? Contact us 

July Birthdays 

Michael Robinson  -  July 15 

James Savage  -  July 23 

Todd Larson  -  July 25 
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Education 

Continued from page 1 

the single most useful single 
course for providing confidence 
on the water for boat operators. 

• Advanced Marine Navigation (or 
Advance Piloting) advances the 
skills learned in Piloting and adds 
the “third dimension” – that is 
tides and currents.  It now in-
cludes sections on electronic nav-
igation. 

• Offshore Navigation (or Junior 
Navigation) starts celestial navi-
gation – using the sun.  This re-
quires practical sight reductions 
and has been called the most 
challenging of the advanced  
courses. 

• Celestial Navigation (or Naviga-
tion) completes celestial naviga-
tion – using the moon and stars.  
It also includes offshore course 
planning.  This the capstone ad-
vanced course. 

One doesn’t need to complete all the 
advanced courses to take electives.  
If fact if you have taken any six of the 
following and passed all elective 
courses you have the Educational 
Achievement Award and the grade of 
Senior Navigator.  The list of electives 
is: 

• Cruising and Cruise Planning co-
vers one of my favorite subjects – 
overnight cruising.  The chapters 
on provisioning and voyage man-
agement are particularly worth-
while. 

• Engine Maintenance is worth-
while for everyone with an en-
gine on their vessel – which is 
almost everyone. 

• Marine Electrical Systems (as op-
posed to marine electronics) ad-
dress the various wiring systems 
on a boat. 

• Marine Communications Systems 
is more than how to talk on a 
radio – it is an in-depth, nine 

chapter review of those systems 
available to the recreational 
boater. 

• Electronic Navigation introduces 
GPS technology from the most 
basic receiver to chart plotter 
systems for navigation on 
board. 

• Radar for Boaters covers the 
different types of radar, how to 
mount antenna, how to inter-
pret the displays, so you can use 
radar for collision avoidance 
and navigation. 

• Sail covers basic sailboat designs 
and nomenclature, rigging, safe-
ty, and sail processes and then 
tackles the physical aspects of 
sailing forces and techniques, 
sail applications, marlinespike, 
helmsmanship and handling of 
more difficult sailing conditions, 
navigation rules, and an intro-
duction to heavy weather sail-
ing. 

• Weather is my favorite course 
and covers the dramatic techno-
logical advances that have 
changed the ways weather fore-
casts are produced and dissemi-
nated, as well as the basic physi-
cal processes that create weath-
er. 

There is a plethora of seminars, 

some of which cover topics in elec-
tive courses.  The list includes Ad-
vanced Powerboat Handling, AIS 
Electronics for Boaters, All About 
Marine Radio, Anchoring with As-
surance, Basic Weather and Fore-
casting, Boating on Rivers, Locks 
and Lakes, Boating with Confidence, 
Confidence in Docking and Undock-
ing, Crew at the Helm (formerly 
Partner in Command), Crossing Bor-
ders, Cruising Boats and Systems, 
Emergencies on Board, Fuel and 
Boating, Hands-On Training 
(formerly POTW), How to Use a 
Chart, How to Use GPS, Hurricane 
Preparation for Boaters, Introduc-
tion to Navigation, Knots and Line 
Handling, Man (or Crew) Over-
board, Marine Radar, Mariner's 
Compass, Planning Your Cruise, Pro-
pane Systems on Your Boat, Rules 
of the Road, Tides and Currents, 
Trailering Your Boat, Using GPS, 
Using VHF & VHF/DSC Marine Ra-
dio, Weather for Boaters.  Seminars 
are often short enough to be taught 
at meetings and are always one 
evening in length. 

So be thinking about which ad-
vanced courses, electives, or semi-
nars you would like to take and look 
out for the survey email. 

Good showing for the PSPS ABC Class. 

https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-committees/13190/13190-advanced-marine-navigation
https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-committees/13190/13190-offshore-navigation
https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-committees/13190/13190-celestial-navigation/
https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-committees/13280/13280-cruise-planning
https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-committees/13270/13270-engine-maintenance
https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-committees/13270/13270-marine-electrical-systems
https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-committees/13270/13270-marine-communications-systems
https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-committees/13270/13270-electronic-navigation
https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-committees/13270/13270-radar-for-boaters
https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-committees/13180/13180-sail
https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-committees/13280/13280-weather
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Continued on next page 

From the Bridge 
Continued from page 1 

sailing ships, like the Cutty Sark I 

talked about last month, the basic 

hull shapes were very similar.  They 

were several times longer than 

wide, rounded on the front and 

back, and in cross section a rounded 

bottom and a squared off deck.   

This shape worked well enough 

when the boat was sailing down-

wind.  When the wind started to 

swing around to the side, the boat 

started to slip sideways, away from 

the wind.  As the captain tried to sail 

more and more into the wind, this 

design proved terrible.   

The square sails were not shaped 

right to take advantage of the new 

airflow and the lack of a keel com-

pounded the problem.  As the fore 

and aft sail rig became more com-

mon, sailboat design-

ers recognized the 

need for a narrow sur-

face extending below 

the hull’s keel beam to 

prevent sideways drift 

on a beam reach or 

higher.   

This full keel design 

was proposed by 

E.H.Bentall in 1880.  It 

helped to reduce the 

problem of side drift 

somewhat, but didn’t 

really solve it.  Over 

the years the long keel 

was shortened fore 

and aft but still not a 

major improvement. The improve-

ment came as the full keel was 

shortened fore and aft and length-

ened top and bottom into a “fin”, 

and the rudder separated to the 

rear as a rotatable ‘fin’ – the fin 

keel. 

The most improvement was made 

when the US Yacht designer Na-

thaneal Herrshoff perfected 

the fin keel.  It had a cutaway 

forefoot and a highly raked 

rudderpost.  The fin keel in 

cross section resembled an 

aerobatic airplane wing.  It 

would crab slightly to the 

windward side and the fin generat-

ed hydrostatic lift to windward that 

reduced the downwind drift and 

allow the boat to point higher into 

the wind efficiently.  He introduced 

this design on his 30 foot yacht Di-

lemma.  The Dilemma was the victor 

in every race it entered. 

Today, most of the sailboats you see 

have some variation on the fin keel, 

along with designs that allow you to 

carry the ballast as low as possible 

to keep a large 

righting mo-

ment (staying 

upright in the 

wind). 

OK, that’s 

enough mus-

ing about days 

long gone by.  

Let’s continue 

our look at 

useful nautical 

software and 

apps for your 

smartphone 

and laptop.  

Last month I 

showed you the app that our US 

Power Squadron / America’s Boating 

Club puts out for iPhones and An-

droid phones.  Another similar app is 

put out by Boat U.S.  Myself and I’m 

sure a few more of you are familiar 

with the ‘Emergency Towing’ service 

offered by Boat U.S.  This is a sub-

scription service that will come to 

your rescue as needed while you are 

out boating.  When you open the app 

on your phone you will see on the 

first page your current location as 

well as a button to report and re-

quest an emergency call: 

In addition to calling for help, this 

app also gives you some screens for 

additional information such as Small 

Craft Advisories, tides and sea condi-

tion reporting buoys.  It also has a 

nice marine weather screen and 

map. 
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Next month we’ll review another app 

that you may find useful in your 

boating activities. 

Our next general meeting is still in 

the planning phase.  We are looking 

at some new sights to have our fall 

rendezvous and cookout.  Our cur-

rent thinking for the cookout is Octo-

ber when it cools down enough for 

an outdoor event, and the Septem-

ber general meeting back at Island 

Cove (with air conditioning!)  Watch 

your email for announcements from 

the Bridge  over the Summer.  Until 

then, enjoy the Summer boating with 

family and friends.  Stay safe and 

cool. 

 

From the Bridge 
Continued from previous page 

Send pictures of you and your boat 

and we’ll feature them in The Lazy 

Log! Include the name and a little 

info and send to 

rmbabs@bellsouth.net 


