
The Lazy Log | June 2022 | Page 1 

 

Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 

From the Commander 

Can you name the sails on a three-masted Tall Ship? 

Continued on page 4 

Ahoy me mateys.  Well, our general 
meeting this month was a bust.  Just 

hours before the 
meeting we received 
word from our 
speaker, Boatswains 
Mate Senior Petty 
Officer Caleb Gray, 
that he couldn’t be 

there.  He was called away for a 
search and rescue mission, and that 
certainly takes priority.  We didn’t 
have a backup speaker ready to go 
so we cancelled the meeting.  We 
will try again to have Caleb Gray in 
one of our Fall general meetings.  

Without a general meeting to talk 
about that also means no pictures.  
But, have no fear, I will try to make 
it up with some pics in my nautical 
musings and interesting software. 

OK, let’s do a little nautical musing 
for the month of June.  If you have 
followed my columns in the Lazy 
Log for any length of time you have 
probably figured out I am fascinated 
by the history of the Tall Ships.  One 
of my favorite tall ships is the Cutty 
Sark.  When you are interested in 
the tall ships, a typical mental exer-
cise is to recite the names of all the 
sails on a three masted ship.  The 

Cutty Sark carried this list to the 
maximum.  If there was a place on 
any mast to hang a piece of canvas 
and catch some wind, Cutty Sark 
tried it.  All in the search for more 
speed.  The main and fore masts 
would hold the Course Sail, Top Sail, 
Topgallant Sail, Royal Sail, Sky Sail, 
and on the main mast the Moon 
Sail.  On the mizzen mast the Course 
Sail was replaced by a fore & aft 
Spanker Sail.  Between the main and 
fore masts were stretched the Main, 
Topgallant, and Royal Staysails.  And 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 

Flares could be seen in the afternoon 
sky at the recent District 
15 Conference as training 
was held on the use of live 
pyrotechnics.  12 gauge 
flares fired from a flare 
gun included a few smoke 

type.  Hand held type flares including 
smokes were included.  Each student 
went through at least one hand held 
and one flare fired from the pistol.  
While it might not be possible in an ac-
tual emergency at sea, each student 
first donned safety glasses and gloves 

Continued on page 4 

Pyrotechnics light up afternoon sky during training 

before firing.  This 
follows the training 
guidance for coastal 
navigator as out-
lined in the coastal 
navigator guide. 

Hand held flares 
can be held in the 
hand, but in this 
training they were attached to a 
pole.  In an actual emergency it 
would be a good idea to attach 
them to the end of a boat hook for 
two reasons.   This allows you to get 

the flare higher which means visi-
bility from a greater distance and 
it also allows you to more easily 
get the flare out over the water so 
that the slag that drips down falls 
into the water and not onto your 
deck, or even worse, onto you.  
It’s hot and could cause damage 
or even start a fire. Duct tape 
works well and it is a handy item 
to have aboard any boat. 

Also demonstrated was one of the 
electronic SOS distress lights.  Alt-
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 

Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly and 

details the activities of the squadron.  

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-

profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 

through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 

requesting only that members express an interest in 

sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-

tice of safe boating through education.  

We hold regular business meeting 

and social events during the calen-

dar year. Membership information 

may be obtained by visiting our 

website at … www.psps.me … or by 

contacting either the Commander or 

Secretary.  

Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for the Boating Ed-

ucation … Stay for the Friendship

Commander – Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN  

850-776-9736 … cdrpsps@currently.com 

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time 

Educational Officer –Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 

850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net 

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 

rsnauman@hotmail.com 

Secretary – Lt/C Tod Shuls, JN-IN, 

tod.shuls@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 

850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 

901-482-6726 … rmbabs@bellsouth.net 

Past Commander – P/C Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 

850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com 

Executive Committee At-Large 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 

seopsps@gmail.com 

Officers and staff 

The Lazy Log 

Our website is available to assist you in answering questions about us and what we stand 

for. Just go to www.psps.me — it lists all the officers of the squadron, the most recent 

details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a complete listing of our educational program, 

our Vessel Safety Check program and many of the other activities we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our site whenever you wish. If you don’t find what you are look-

ing for, send an email to one of our officers or staff members. We will make every effort 

to answer your questions in as timely a manner as possible.

Got a question? Need information? Contact us 
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Oops! Miss E after she slipped 
off the jack stands 

“I was pretty sure the floor was 
rotten when it felt spongy under my 
feet.   

My suspicion was confirmed when 
my foot went through the wood”, 
laughed P/C Bob Burton SN-CN as we 
discussed the years long boat project 
that became “Miss E”.  It started out 
as a 1979 20’ Privateer Open Motor 
Boat work boat with a 175 HP 

Evinrude outboard.  His son Tom ran 
it for years as a pleasure boat, but 
now it was ready for the graveyard.   

“Just about everything in it was 
rotten except the hull and transom”, 
Bob explained.  The hull was entirely 
fiberglass.  All wood in the transom 
was completely covered in fiber-
glass.  So that was used in con-
structing the new boat. 

Bob and his son worked on the boat 
off and on over a period of about 6 
years.  All wood parts are sealed in 
fiberglass including the string-
ers.  The original ones were not.   

At one point during construction, 
the boat slid off the supports and 
that led to some setbacks in the 
process.  Length is still 20’ with a 
beam of 8’ since he used the origi-
nal hull.  There is a lot of open space 
in the boat with just a single mova-
ble seat behind the console.  The 
console hides an 18-gallon custom 
made fuel tank for the 115 HP 
Yamaha 4 stroke motor.  He has one 
starting battery and two auxiliary 
batteries to run the trolling motor.   

“I could put a bigger motor on it, 
but I can get 45 mph out of this 
one”, he claims.  He adds that this 
is definitely an inshore boat.   He 
estimates total project cost includ-
ing the tandem axil trailer, elec-
tronics and auxiliary motor, but 
not including the 115 Yamaha, at 
$10,000.          

 His first boat was in 1965.  He got 
it for $500 and a lot of labor clean-
ing out a barn.  It was an 18’ Cen-
tury with a 65 HP OB.  Over the 
years he’s owned about 10 boats 
including a 52’ Hatteras sportfish-
ing boat, Cane Pole.  His vessel in-
ventory right now, at his Orange 
Beach home on the Intracoastal 
waterway, is down to the Miss 
E.  That will change as soon as re-
pairs are finished on his dock and 
lift and he brings home his recent 
purchase of a 25’ Regulator center 
console with twin 200 HP 4 stroke 
Yamaha engines.    that’ll certainly 
be Gulf worthy.   

Oh yeah, the Miss E?  She’s named 
for his 13-year-old granddaughter, 

Transformation stops Miss E’s trip to the graveyard 

Miss E on her trailer ready to go 

Boat on jack stands for bottom 
work 

Helm showing GPS, VHF. Fuel 
tank can be seen under console. 
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hough it is intended for night 
use and only meets the car-
riage requirements when it 
accompanied by the daytime 
distress signal flag, it was 
clearly visible during the day 
as it flashed out an SOS.  It is 
not near as bright as the red 
flare, but has the advantage 
of running several hours on 
one set of batteries.  A shot 
from a flare gun only lasts a 
few seconds.   

There are parachute flares 
that will last over a minute 
and a couple members 
brought some.  However, the 
wind was blowing toward a 
marina full of boats and we 
didn’t want to take a chance 

on one coming down on a 
boat.  L/C Chester Cooke, SN-
CN New Orleans Sail and Pow-
er Squadron Educational 
Officer, coordinated the event 
and was the lead instructor. 

After a couple of attempts due to inclement weather the 
squadron’s first Jump Start was successfully completed in 
February.   A new member along with their spouse request-
ed on the water experience after completing the ABC 
course. 

If you are not familiar with the 
new USPS Jump Start program it 
is a great opportunity to gain one 
on one training on the water with 
the student’s own boat. The con-
tent of the training is customized 
to fit the needs of the individual student.  The goal is to help 
the new boat owner develop essential skills for safe opera-
tion of their boat and to break through any barriers that 
may limit their boating enjoyment. The target time for the 
training is set for two hours in order to provide a personal-
ized, high quality training experience.  

This program is offered to any member or nonmember free 
of charge.  If you or anyone you know is interested, please 
contact Todd Larson, VSC Chairman at seopensaco-
la@gmail.com. 

Squadron’s First Jump Start VSC’s in the Neighborhood 

 

It might not be record breaking but it is the 
most Vessel Safety Checks, (VSC) completed in 

one day in a very 
long time.  Thanks 
to Mike Brand, Dave 
Simon and Todd 
Larson, 12 VSC were 
completed Monday 
May 2 in a Gulf 
Breeze neighbor-
hood. 

As I have said many 
times before the 
VSC provides a great 

opportunity to educate local boaters and pro-
mote America’s Boating Club.  We took ad-
vantage of this and distributed packets that 
included both updated federal and state re-
quirements along with the new fire extin-
guisher regulations that went into effect April 
20, 2022.  A nice to have emergency radio call 
procedures placard was also included.  Pro-
moting Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron 
was not left out as flyers for the next ABC 
course and the Hurricane Preparedness Class 
were an important addition to the packet. 

Positive remarks were made by many of the 
boat owners and we may or may not gain new 
members but one thing for sure, 12 local boat 
owners are now familiar with Pensacola Pow-
er and Sail Squadron and a little smarter 
thanks the squadrons VSC examiners. 

Todd Larson, AP-IN Todd Larson, AP-IN 

Pyrotechnics (continued from page 1) 

mailto:seopensacola@gmail.com
mailto:seopensacola@gmail.com
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Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 

  

We had a wonderful time in the British Virgin Islands.  However, as with any endeavor, there are things 
that went according to plan, and things that didn’t. 

Planning Considerations 
Where to go 

The British Virgin Islands consist of four large islands and more than 50 smaller islands and 
cays.  There are 16 inhabited islands.  The three main islands are Tortola (the governmental 
and economic center of the BVI), Virgin Gorda, Jost Van Dyke and Anegada. 

Our plan was: 

Day Zero: Arrive and prepare the vessel. 

Day One: Sail from Road Harbor to The Bight, Norman Island 

Day Two: Sail from Norman Island to the Wreck of the Rhone, at Salt Island, 
swim the wreck, then travel to Manchioneel Bay, Cooper Island. 

Day Three: Sail from Cooper Island to The Baths, Virgin Gorda, swim The 
Baths,, the travel to Leverick Bay, Virgin Gorda. 

Day Four: Sail from Virgin Gorda to Settling Point, Anegada 

Day Five Sail from Anegada to Trellis Bay, Tortola 

 

Day Six: Sail from Trellis Bay to Cane Garden Bay, Tortola. 

Day Seven: Sail from Cane Garden Bay to Little Harbour, Jost Van Dyke with a stop at Sandy Cay. 

Day Eight: Sail from Jost Van Dyke back to Road Harbour, Tortola. 

Final Day:  Return home. 

To paraphrase Carl von Clausewitz “so plan survives first contact”.  We had issues with the vessel’s readiness, so our 
departure was delayed a bit.  Those issues resurfaced at the Rhone when the sail gate stuck half-way down; since 
would not lower or raise, we couldn’t get off the boat, nor could we sail.  This issue was repaired, but we missed swim-
ming the Rhone and missed sailing to The Baths.  In addition, an extratropical low pressure system east of Bermuda 
was creating swells out of the north in the BVI; so, we decided not to sail to Anegada.  That discombobulated the itin-
erary for the next couple of days.  So, the reality was: 

• Day Zero: Arrive and prepare the vessel. 

• Day One: Sail from Road Harbor to The Bight, Norman Island 

• Day Two: Sail from Norman Island to Salt Island – discover our sail-gate issue and head directly (by power) to Man-
chioneel Bay, Cooper Island. 

• Day Three:  We didn’t get underway until the sail-gate was repaired, so we missed sailing to The Baths.  We sailed 
directly to Leverick Bay, Virgin Gorda. 

• Day Four:  We stayed at Leverick Bay and took a taxi to The Baths.  This worked out very well, we had a great tour 
guide in our taxi driver.  And The Baths are phenomenal!  However, this, and the weather, meant we missed our 
opportunity to sail to Anegada.  We made up for it by having Anegada Lobster at Leverick Bay. 

• Day Five:  We chose to stay at Marina Cay instead of Trellis Bay.  Two of the four couples had stayed there on pre-

Adventures on a tropical cruise 

British Virgin Islands - Wikipedia  

Continued on next page 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Virgin_Islands
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vious trips and thoroughly enjoyed the reef and the island.  However, Marina Cay suffered considerable damage 
during Hurricanes Irma and Maria in 2017.  In 2022 it was abandoned; while we were there, we hear the (large) 
marina at Scrub Island had purchased Marina Cay and would rebuild it.  It was a bit eerie looking at the runes.  And 
it was really sad to see bleached coral at the reef. 

• Day Six: Sail from Marina Cay to Cane Garden Bay, Tortola through a narrow and reef filled passage – actually this 
was a fun exercise in Advance Piloting!  Cane Garden Bay has a narrow entry at the north end of the bay; the rest 
of the bay’s entrance has shoal reefs.  The swells from the north continued to produce nice surf at the reef (and 
there were surfers) but a rollie night at the mooring. 

• Day Seven: Sail from Cane Garden Bay to Little Harbour, Jost Van Dyke.  The trip to Little Harbour was uneventful 
(other than the missing buoys at the entrance of the bay – destroyed during the hurricanes).  However, the trip to 
Sandy Cay was aborted due to high (as high as the dinghy was long) surf – those darn swells again.  One of the most 
iconic low-key places in the BVI is Sydney’s Peace and Love – it’s one of those places you just have to experience.  
It’s not as loud (or young a crowd) as Foxy’s in Great Harbour or Soggy Dollar in White Bay, but it remains one of 
my favorite places in the Virgin Islands. 

• Day Eight: Sail from Jost Van Dyke back to Road Harbour, Tortola.  The rain caught up with us on the final day.  So, 
we motored back to Whickham’s Cay in low visibility – again those Piloting and Advanced Piloting skills came into 
play. 

Final Day:  Return home – and that’s another adventure. 

This was our sail track through the week: 

Provisioning 

If you take the Cruising and Cruise Planning Course (which I highly recommend) 
a good portion of it addresses provisioning.  We had four couples of seasoned 
sailors, but each with their own approaches to provisioning.  In addition, one 
crew had significant dietary restrictions (which she was good about not 
wanting to inflict upon the rest of us).  The plan was to eat ashore four or five 

of the seven nights and cook onboard the remainder of the trip.  Instead of planning a detailed meal plan ahead of the 
trip the consensus was to “plan on the fly” at the grocery store.   This resulted in too much of some stuff and not 
enough of other stuff.  In addition, one of the vessel issues was the freezer – which was repaired during our delayed 
start, failed on the second day.  Lunch and Breakfast was always on board, and we ate well.  Supper was: 

• Day Zero:  At the Moorings Base Restaurant. 

• Day One: Pirates Bight at Norman Island.   Rebuilt since the 2017 hurricanes and very nice – both in food and at-
mosphere. 

• Day Two: On board at Cooper Island because we couldn’t leave – and we grilled steaks and fish from the freezer 
before they went bad. 

• Day Three:  Leverick Bay, drinks onshore and dinner aboard – the last of the freezer provisions. 

• Day Four: Leverick Bay Resort and Marina.  Anegada Lobster meal – very nice. 

• Day Five: Marina Cay on board.   

• Day Six: Cane Garden Bay – we walked along the beach until we came to either Myett’s Garden and Grille Restau-
rant & Hotel.  Very nice place for lunch and we had dinner on board. 

• Day Seven:  We had drinks at Sydney’s Peace and Love – and dinner at Harris’ Place.  The eight of us were the en-
tire customer base for the evening.  It was a memorable experience. 

• Day Eight:  We made reservations at The Dove, a world class restaurant.  We had an unforgettable meal to cap the 
trip with. 

Next month, I’ll finish up with more details on checking out the vessel and addressing the issues we had with it. 

(see references citing information on back page) 
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Continued on next page 

From the Bridge 
Continued from page 1 

on the jib boom were the Flying, 
Outer, and Inner Jib Sails, and from 
the bowsprit was the Fore Topmast 
Staysail.  That was about as much 
canvas as you could hang on a Full 
Rigged Ship.  Until the Cutty Sark 
came along.  On the Cutty they ex-
tended the main spar, the topgal-
lant spar, and the royal spar and 
hung four more Studding Sails on 
each of the main mast and the fore 
mast.  Here she is fully dressed: (at 
right).A top notch sailor today might 
take pride in their ability to ‘tune’ 
their sails, main and one or two jibs, 
and pick up a knot or two of speed.  
Imagine what it would be like trying 
to tune 31 sails.  And all of this for 
speed to beat the competition back 
to port with its cargo of tea.  Cutty 
Sark was built in 1869 for the Jock 
Willis Shipping Line, a major tea im-
porter.  But sad to say, within a few 
years of her launch she was up-
staged – by the new steam ships 
and the opening of the Suez Canal.  
To survive, her owners switched her 
over to the wool trade between 
England and Australia.  She domi-
nated this trade route for 10 years, 
until the steam ships caught up with 
her once again.  After several differ-
ent cargo assignments she was 
transferred to a Naval College as a 
training ship in 1922.  In 1954 she 
was put on public display in a dry 
dock in Greenwich England where 
her masts and spars have been a 
fixture of the Greenwich skyline ev-
er since. 

OK, that’s enough musing about 
days long gone by.  How about 
some more musing about modern 
day stuff?  Two months ago I intro-
duced the idea of looking at some 
useful and free software that can 
help us enjoy our time on the water 
more safely.  This month let’s look 
at our own smart phone app from 
the US Power Squadron, the Ameri-
ca’s  

Boating Club app.  On the iPhone App 
store it looks like this:  Download it to 
your phone, run it and set up an ac-
count.   

The initial screen shows you the vari-

ous boating functions available:   
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Under the emergency button is every-

thing you need to know to make an 

emergency call on your VHF radio: 

Click on the References button and 

there’s a path to a number of useful 

boating topics: 

For example, here’s Ropes, buoys and 

lights: 

The first option, My Location, will tell you 

where you are, both Lat/Lon and a map, 

where you are going and how fast. 

Scroll down on the main page and you’ll 

find more buttons that take you to oth-

er Power Squadron offerings like: cours-

es and seminars, On The Water training, 

The Boating Channel videos, and the 

Florida Learning Center.  Check this app 

out, it’s a useful app for the beginning 

boater with some offerings for the ‘Old 

Salts’.  Next month we’ll look at some 

more software to improve our boating 

skills. 

Remember our next general meeting 

will be June 14th.  We will be back at The 

Island Cove Marina at 1730 for some 

socializing and dinner at 1800.  I guess 

we can try pizza again since it didn’t 

happen in May.  Todd Larson will give us 

a presentation on the Vessel Safety 

Check program.  Then we will be off for 

the Summer in July and August and re-

turn again in the Fall with our annual 

picnic and rendezvous. 

As always, stay safe and healthy. 

From the Bridge 
Continued from previous page 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RMS_Rhone 
https://divebvi.com/rms-rhone/ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Baths 
https://www.bvinpt.org/the-baths 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_von_Clausewitz  
https://www.bvitourism.com/sydneys-peace-and-love  
https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-educational-
committees/13280/13280-cruise-planning  
https://www.piratesbight.com/  
https://www.leverickbayvg.com/  
https://myetts.com/  
https://www.bvitourism.com/harris-place  

https://www.thedovebvi.com/  

Adventures on a tropical cruise references 
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