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Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 

From the Commander 

Great presenters to bunny cakes make April meeting fun 

Continued on page 4 

Ahoy me mateys, and Hello May.  If 

you were unable to attend the April 

General meeting you 

missed a good one.   

After a quick busi-

ness meeting we 

welcomed aboard 

two new members 

from the recently completed ABC 

class.  Bob and Mary Summers 

attended the ABC class we conduct-

ed at the Pensacola Yacht Club early 

in April.  I had the honor of welcom-

ing them into our squadron.  Give 

Bob and Mary a big Welcome 

Aboard when you next see them. 

After the meeting we chowed down 

on KFC Crispy Strips, potato salad, 

tossed salad and biscuits.  And to 

top it off, Sharon Fosha baked some 

Easter Bunny cakes – delicious! 

This month’s presentation took us 

around the world!  Ron Bruce, a past 

commodore of Pensacola Yacht 

Club, and his wife Joanne presented 

their seven and one half year, thirty-

five-thousand-mile circumnavigation 

aboard the catamaran S/V Miss 

Jodie, and visits to 64 countries.  

Seven and a half years in one hour 

is-

n’t enough.  We need to invite them 

back for some more stories about 

the places they lived in and the peo-

ple they met during their journey.  

Our next meeting will be on Tues 

may 10th at Island Cove Marina.  

After dinner, Boatswains Mate Sen-

ior Petty Officer Caleb Gray of the 

Coast Guard will give a talk. He is 

Officer in Charge of CG Station Pen-

sacola (small boat station) and is 

responsible for ATONs (Aids to Navi-

gation) in the area. Watch for emails 

from Steve for meeting details and a 

headcount for dinner. 

How about a little nautical musing 

for the month of May.  I know I start 

many of my stories like this, but, 

here we go again:  Back in the days 

of sail, communications on the water 

was not a quick phone or radio call.  

In the early 1800’s if a ship was in 

trouble the best they could hope for 

was to fly their ensign or national 

flag upside down and hope someone 

would see it.  Another flag you would 

hope never to see is the jolly roger 

on a fast approaching boat – but it 

sure did send a message!  Many 

fleets and navies had code flags to 

talk between ships in a fleet, but 

these were specific only to those 

boats.  In 1857 the British Board of 

Trade came up with the first com-

mercial code of flags.  They used 

eighteen separate flags to spell out 

70,000 different messages.  This 

code was complicated and was often 

misinterpreted – sometimes disas-

trously.  In 1932 a new code was in-

Scott thanks  presenters Ron and  

Joanne Bruce. — photo by Julie 

Connerley 
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 

Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly and 

details the activities of the squadron.  

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-

profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 

through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 

requesting only that members express an interest in 

sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-

tice of safe boating through education.  

We hold regular business meeting 

and social events during the calen-

dar year. Membership information 

may be obtained by visiting our 

website at … www.psps.me … or by 

contacting either the Commander or 

Secretary.  

Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for the Boating Ed-

ucation … Stay for the Friendship

Commander – Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN  

850-776-9736 … cdrpsps@currently.com 

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time 

Educational Officer –Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 

850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net 

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 

rsnauman@hotmail.com 

Secretary – Lt/C Tod Shuls, JN-IN, 

tod.shuls@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 

850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 

901-482-6726 … rmbabs@bellsouth.net 

Past Commander – P/C Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 

850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com 

Executive Committee At-Large 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 

seopsps@gmail.com 

Officers and staff 

The Lazy Log 

Our website is available to assist you in answering questions about us and what we stand 

for. Just go to www.psps.me — it lists all the officers of the squadron, the most recent 

details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a complete listing of our educational program, 

our Vessel Safety Check program and many of the other activities we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our site whenever you wish. If you don’t find what you are look-

ing for, send an email to one of our officers or staff members. We will make every effort 

to answer your questions in as timely a manner as possible.

Got a question? Need information? Contact us 
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Continued on next page 

From the Bridge 
Continued from page 1 

troduced that worked in 7 different 

languages; English, French, German, 

Italian, Spanish, Japanese and Nor-

wegian.  It also included a section 

for aviation and medical section.  

This method was used until 1964 

when the new Intergovernmental 

Maritime Consultative Organization 

released the code we see today.  

This flag code shifted the focus from 

general communication to safety 

and also included Russian and Greek 

languages.  This code had the stand-

ard alphabet A to Z flags, 10 digit 

flags, 4 substitute flags and a deci-

mal point/answer flag.  This system 

has worked well because each coun-

try could spell out the message in its 

own language without referring to a 

book of standard commands.  If the 

master of a ship wanted to com-

municate with another ship and his 

radio was not working, he would 

run up the Kilo flag or flash out a 

‘dash-dot-dash’ to start a communi-

cation by flags or Morse Code.  OK, 

that’s enough musing about days 

long gone by.  How about some 

more musing about modern day 

stuff?  Last month I introduced the 

idea of looking at some useful and 

free software that can help us enjoy 

our time on the water more safely.  

The first program we are looking at 

is called OpenCPN.  If you have not 

installed this software on your lap-

top yet and would like to follow 

along, open up last month’s Lazy 

Log and follow the instructions for 

downloading and installing 

OpenCPN and charts for our area.  

This month I’ll show you how to plot 

a quick course from the Mahogany 

Mill boat ramp on Bayou Chico out 

to the anchorage between the ICW 

Spoil Island and Fort McRae.  Cre-

ating a Route in OpenCPN is about 

as easy as it can get.  Open your 

chart and center it so you can see 

your start and finish, click 

Tools/Create Route, and 

then trace on the chart 

where you want to go, click-

ing at each change of 

course, Esc to finish.    If you 

haven’t loaded up a chart 

yet, check out this video 

first and load Chart # 11378 

from the 

AL_MS_LA_FL_RNCs file. 

OpenCPN Charts: Quick 

Start, One Chart - 

YouTube 

With chart 11378 on 

the screen adjust your 

view to include Bayou 

Chico and Fort McRae.  

As we develop our 

route you can use the + 

and – keys to zoom in 

and out and see the 

buoys and daymarks 

along the way where we will make 

our course adjustments.  On the up-

per menu click on Tools and then Cre-

ate Route to begin (or Ctrl + R).  Move 

you pencil pointer to the starting day-

mark outside Bayou Chico FL R 4s 20ft 

“10” and click to place your first way-

point.  Then run your route out to the 

G “25” Fl G 2.5s in the main channel. 

Click to create another waypoint.  

Turn SSW and run down to R “20” Q R 

(quick flash red) and drop a waypoint.  

Steer West to R “14” Fl R 2.5s near 

the entrance to the Pensacola Pass, 

drop a waypoint.  Then steer 255⁰M 

into the anchorage area between the 

spoil island and Fort McRae Landing.  

Your route should look something like 

this: 

 

You can adjust your route by placing 

the cursor over a waypoint, clicking 

and dragging.  If you hover the cursor 

over a particular leg of the route you 

will see details like direction and dis-

tances.  When you are satisfied with 

the route you can name it and down-

load it to a memory stick and then 

upload it into your chart plotter 

onboard.  Open CPN is a very power-

ful tool and the time spent learning it 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzzWEe_Xdcs&t=140s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzzWEe_Xdcs&t=140s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzzWEe_Xdcs&t=140s
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will pay dividends.  The Power Squadron is 

moving the various navigation courses we 

offer to use OpenCPN.  This short intro is just 

a teaser.  Our Education Dept has put to-

gether a great video introducing OpenCPN 

and I encourage you to watch it if you want 

to become a better navigator.  Here’s the 

link to the video: 

7 USING OPEN CPN Andy Sumberg - YouTube 

Next month we’ll look at some more soft-

ware to improve our boating skills. 

As always, stay safe and healthy. 

Continued from previous  page 

Photos from the ABC class 

By Julie Connerley 

Photos from the April meeting 

By Julie Connerley 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=byNnHrxdcu4


The Lazy Log | May 2022 | Page 5 

 



The Lazy Log | May 2022 | Page 6 

 


