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Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 

From the Commander 

PSPS off to good start in 2022 

Continued on page 4 

Continued on page 3 

 

New Fire Extinguisher Requirements in April 

The Coast Guard has issued new re-
quirements concerning 
portable fire extin-
guishers.  Here is a link 
to the actual regula-
tion. eCFR :: 46 CFR 
Part 25 -- Require-

ments Go down to subsection 25.30 
you will find the part pertaining to 
fire extinguishers. It can be a little 
confusing.  Here is what it means. 

First pay attention to your boat’s 

District Educational Officer 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 

Ahoy me mateys.  Well, we made it 
through the Ides of March, St Patty’s 
Day is in the rear view mirror, and 

April is a’coming.  
Tomorrow we con-
duct our first ABC 
class of the year over 
at the Pensacola 
Yacht Club.  This is 
one of the most im-
portant activities we 

are involved in – teaching boating 
safety to new boaters.  We all bene-
fit when the boats we meet on the 
bays around Pensacola are piloted 
by educated boaters.  And the ABC 

classes are the biggest source of 
new Power Squadron members.  
Many thanks to our SEO John von 
Senden and all the certified instruc-
tors that make these classes possi-
ble. 

We had another great get together 
on the March 8 at the Island Cove 
Marina.  We had 20 folks attend.  
After a quick business meeting I had 
the pleasure of swearing in a new 
member, Julie Connerley.  Julie is 
one of the students taking John von 
Senden’s Weather Class and brings 
to both the class and our squadron 
years of sailing experience at the 

helm of S/V Co-
quina.  When you 
next see Julie 
give her a big 
‘welcome 
aboard’! 

After the short 
meeting and 
swearing in, we 
enjoyed some Fire-
house Subs and 
chips and then we proceeded to our 
evening’s talk.  John von Senden and 
Kyrah Drasheff took us on a wonder-

Scott welcomes 

Julie Connerley. 

model year, not when it was con-
structed.  If it is a model 2017 or 
earlier, you can continue to use the 
B1 and BII extinguishers until they 
must be replaced.  Then replace 
them with the 5-B or 20-B extin-
guishers.  If your boat is a model 
2018 or newer, the new require-
ments go into effect 20 April 2022.  
They will have a date on the 
bottom and will not meet carriage 
requirements 12 years after that 
date. If you have one dated 2022, it 

will not meet carriage requirements 
after 31 December 2034.  You can 
substitute one 20-B for two 5-B’s just 
as you could substitute one BII for 
two B1’s.  A word of caution.  There 
is also a 10-B.  While it has a higher 
capacity than the 5-B, you cannot 
substitute it for two 5-B’s to meet 
the carriage requirements.  Remem-
ber, the new requirements go into 
effect this April. Here is a list of MIN-

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-46/chapter-I/subchapter-C/part-25
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-46/chapter-I/subchapter-C/part-25
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-46/chapter-I/subchapter-C/part-25
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 

Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly and 

details the activities of the squadron.  

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-

profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 

through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 

requesting only that members express an interest in 

sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-

tice of safe boating through education.  

We hold regular business meeting 

and social events during the calen-

dar year. Membership information 

may be obtained by visiting our 

website at … www.psps.me … or by 

contacting either the Commander or 

Secretary.  

Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for the Boating Ed-

ucation … Stay for the Friendship

Commander – Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN  

850-776-9736 … cdrpsps@currently.com 

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time 

Educational Officer –Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 

850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net 

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 

rsnauman@hotmail.com 

Secretary – Lt/C Tod Shuls, JN-IN, 

tod.shuls@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 

850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 

901-482-6726 … rmbabs@bellsouth.net 

Past Commander – P/C Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 

850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com 

Executive Committee At-Large 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 

seopsps@gmail.com 

Officers and staff 

The Lazy Log 

Our website is available to assist you in answering questions about us and what we stand 

for. Just go to www.psps.me — it lists all the officers of the squadron, the most recent 

details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a complete listing of our educational program, 

our Vessel Safety Check program and many of the other activities we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our site whenever you wish. If you don’t find what you are look-

ing for, send an email to one of our officers or staff members. We will make every effort 

to answer your questions in as timely a manner as possible.

Got a question? Need information? Contact us 
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IMUM requirements by boat length. 

Minimum Number of portable 5-B 
fire extinguishers required: 

• Under 26’ w/no fixed extinguish-
er in machinery space, 1 

• Under 26’ w/fixed extinguisher in 
machinery space, 0 

• 26’ to <40’ no fixed extinguisher 
in machinery space, 2 

• 26’ to <40’ w/ fixed extinguisher 
in machinery space,1 

• 40’ to <65’ w/ no extinguisher in 
machinery space, 3 

• 40’ to <65’ w/fixed extinguisher 
in machinery space, 2  

This requirement does not apply to 
motorboats less than 26’ with out-
board motor, not carrying passen-
gers for hire if the construction of 
the boat will not permit the entrap-
ment of explosive gases or vapors.  

If you have built in fuel tanks or a 
berthing compartment you are not 
exempt.  The regulation available at 
the link above has diagrams showing 
more details of boats that would and 
would not be exempt from carrying a 
fire extinguisher. 

What’s HOT? 

HOT stands for Hands-On Training, a 
program that includes both class-
room and on-the-water instruction.  
It used to be called POTW or Practi-
cal On the Water training.  It involves 
about 2-3 hours of instruction in the 
classroom going over various maneu-
vers that will be performed on-the 
water.   

Time is spent learning some of the 
uses of a spring line beyond just se-

curing the boat in its berth.  There 
are about 20 different on-the-water 
exercises, some basic, some more 
difficult, even for more experienced 
boaters.  We lay out a straight 
course with buoys approximately 
60’ apart and the student zig zags 
through them, first at slow speed, 
then on plane.   

As if that isn’t enough, then you 
back through it.  That is a real tough 
one, and some boats just can’t do 
it, especially under certain wind 
conditions.   

Another interesting exercise is the 
pivot turn, turning in place 360⁰ 
without making headway.  Running 
a range is a fairly easy exercise 
when the range is in front of you, 
but more difficult going away from 
the markers.  We show you some 
ways to make it easier.   

Holding your position, bow into the 

wind and then stern into the wind 
can be difficult depending on the 
conditions.  The program requires a 
single engine boat, 16 to 26 feet and 
it must have a steering wheel not a 
tiller.  We try to provide a boat for 
someone who doesn’t have one, or if 
theirs doesn’t fit the requirements. 

The exercises in HOT are the same as 
in the on-the-water portion of Inland 
Navigator.  Inland Navigator is the 
first of a 4-part on-the-water naviga-
tion program that involves courses, 
seminars and boating and navigation 
skills.   

Prior to the pandemic we had both 
programs running.  Your Educational 
Department is now trying to get 
them going again.  I 

f you think you might be interested, 
or want more information, contact 
me at seopsps@gmail.com or 850-
516-1259.   

 Student works on docking exercise in on-the-water program.       

It’s boating season — time to be more active in PSPS—ask about becoming part 

of the Executive Committee—write an article for the Lazy Log — help out in 

squadron classes! This is your organization, help make a great one! 

District SEO 
Continued from page 1 

mailto:seopsps@gmail.com


The Lazy Log | April 2022 | Page 4 

 

Continued on next page 

ful narrated and illustrated tour of 
the Chesapeake Bay on their boat 
Southern Girl.  John’s career took 
him to the Baltimore  

area at the north end of the Chesa-
peake Bay and he and Kyrah enjoyed 
weekends, and longer, jaunts on the 
Bay.  They began with pictures of 
sights of the north end of the Bay 
such as Thomas Point Light and the 
Baltimore Boat Show.  We then 
worked our way south along the 
Bay, stopping frequently at inter-
esting locations like Tangier Island, 
all the way to The Hampton Roads.  
John & Kyrah, thanks for the inter-
esting presentation.  Here’s some 
pics from our gathering. 

Our next meeting will be on April 
12th at Island Cove Marina.  We 
don’t have a speaker lined up yet 
(any volunteers?) but we’ll figure 
something out – watch for an email 
from Steve with the details.   

How about a little nautical musing 
for the month of March.  I just re-
turned from the ABC class we 
offered at the Pensacola Yacht Club.  
One of the basic topics we cover in 
this class is the requirements for and 
the use of signaling devices.  When 
you are in trouble at sea, you need a 
way to signal to nearby boats that 
you need assistance.  For over 100 
years the tool of choice has been the 
hand held signal flare and its story 
goes back to a very inventive and 
determined lady – Martha Coston.  
Martha was born Martha Hunt in 
Baltimore MD in 1826.  As a young 
woman of 16 she met and married 
Benjamin Franklin Coston.  Ben 
would later work his way up in the 
Navy to the position of Director of 
the USN Laboratory in Washington 
DC where he invented percussion 
caps for canons and a signal rocket 
for use in field operations communi-
cations.  He died very early from 
chemical exposure after founding 

and running a company making 
the percussion caps.  Here steps in 
Martha.  She had been working 
with Ben on a signaling system 
using the rockets for military night 
operations.  Working with a pyro-
technics company she designed 
what become known as flares us-
ing the chemicals that burned red 
and white in the rockets.  She de-
veloped a blue version also.  Then 
she came up with a signaling sys-
tem using the 3 colors in various 
arrangements and sequences.  In 
1871 she received a patent on the 
flare itself, and her flare signaling 
system which she sold to the US 
Navy for $20,000.  The flares we 
used today can be traced back to 
those original flares.  Today we use 
white flares to warn other boats of 
its position in a potentially hazard-
ous location.  Orange flares are 
used to indicate DISTRESS during 
daylight hours.  The flares produce 
large quantities of orange smoke 
visible for many miles.  The red 
flares are used only in EMERGEN-
CY situations when used on the 
water.  When seen, knowledgea-
ble boaters and government first 
responders going in to action im-
mediately and ask questions later.  
That is why we need to contact the 
Coast Guard and local public ser-
vice agencies before doing any 
training or test firing of these 
flares on or near the water. 

OK, that’s enough musing about 
days long gone by.  How about a 
little musing about modern day 
stuff?  Another of my interests is 
keeping up with all the new free/
public domain/shareware that is 
available for boaters today – from 
the casual boater all the way to 
the celestial navigator.  The free or 
minimal cost software and applica-
tions that are available to today’s 
mariners, that run on simple 
platforms such as a laptop or 

 

phone, is amazing.  Navigation soft-
ware that took desktop computers 
and weeks of training just 20 years 
ago can now be downloaded from 
the App Store on your iPhone and be 
self-instructed by your grandchil-
dren in 30 minutes, it’s now the 
norm.  We’ve got some catching up 
to do folks …  Here’s a suggestion, I 
used to do a monthly section on 
nautical etymology, but I ran out of 
alphabet.  So instead of looking 
back, let’s do a section on looking 
forward.  I’d like to look at what’s 
out there that can run on a basic 
laptop and/or a smart phone, that’s 
useful for our boating activities, and 
doesn’t need an advanced degree to 
operate.  I’d like to start with a piece 
of navigation software that is free 
and very powerful, easy to use, and 
it is shareware that gets better and 
better every year as users keep add-
ing to its functionality.  It is called 
OpenCPN.  Another advantage of 
living in this high tech world of ours 
is that whatever challenge we face … 
somebody has already been there, 
done that, and did a YouTube video 
about it.  Wow – we can download 
world class software and then learn 
how to use it with a 10 minute video 
– in our own time at our own speed.  
Yes, ‘the times they are a changing’.  
Let’s do it. 

I will start by giving you several URL 
links to click on.  The first is to the 
OpenCPN download and install web 
site.  Click this link and you should 
see a screen like this.  Pick your lap-
top type (PC or Mac), click and go: 

Download OpenCPN 

 

From the Bridge—continued from page 1 

https://opencpn.org/OpenCPN/info/downloadopencpn.html
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Download the setup file and run it, 
follow directions on the setup pro-
gram. 

After you get it up and running, you 
need to load some charts of your 
area.  The second link I will give you 
is to a YouTube video that shows you 
how to load a chart into OpenCPN.  
In this video he shows you how to 
download two charts. 

OpenCPN Charts: Quick Start, One 
Chart - YouTube   

The first chart is one they use in 
their school.  If you want to down-
load this chart so you can do his 
training course, you can find this 

Continued from previous page 

chart at Inland and Coastal Naviga-
tion by David Burch (starpath.com).  
The second chart he downloads is 
from the NOAA chart collection.  
The chart I use most in the Pensaco-
la area is Chart 11378. You can go 
to this NOAA site, scroll down to 
11378, and download it.  RNC 
Listing (noaa.gov).   If this works 
and you think it worthwhile, I can 
show you some of the things you 
can do with this program, particu-
larly if you have a chart plotter on 
your boat that accepts uploads. 

OK, let’s consider this exercise an 
experiment for the newsletter.  I 
would like to hear some feedback 

from you.  Is this too much like a 
course with homework?  Is it too 
complicated for a news letter – Keep 
It Simple!  Just do simple iPhone 
Apps.  Go back to musing and talking 
about lighthouses. <or> keep going, I 
can learn something.  Or maybe ‘do 
the technical stuff in a separate col-
umn and keep this column for my 
historical musings.’  This is your Lazy 
Log, tell me what you’d like to see.  
You can text me at 850-776-9736 
and give me your thoughts.  
As always, stay safe and healthy. 

Photos by Julie Connerley 
And Scott Rathkamp 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzzWEe_Xdcs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzzWEe_Xdcs
https://www.starpath.com/navbook/
https://www.starpath.com/navbook/
https://www.charts.noaa.gov/RNCs/RNCsIndv.shtml
https://www.charts.noaa.gov/RNCs/RNCsIndv.shtml

