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Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
Ahoy me mateys. I’m sitting here 
looking out my office window at the 
back of my azalea bushes – they are 

in full bloom and it’s 
only the middle of 
February! 
Punxsutawney Phil 
may have seen his 
shadow and Gobbler’s 
Knob may be looking 
at six more weeks of 

winter, but I’m thinking that the tarp 
will be coming off the boat real soon. 
And our squadron is ready to get 
back on the water too.  

We enjoyed our monthly get togeth-

From the Commander 

er last Tuesday evening at the Is-
land Cove Marina. We generally 
have about 20 to 25 members that 
attend our meetings and functions 
and the Bridge wanted to say 
‘thank you’ to our loyal core so din-
ner was on the squadron. We glee-
fully attacked two crock pots of spa-
ghetti with meat sauce, salad and 
bread sticks – only a little of the 
spaghetti went home with the cook, 
the rest went home in happy tum-
mies.  

After dinner we enjoyed a 40 mi-
nute talk from Captain Bill Prescott. 
Bill has spent his entire career on 

the water, most recently assisting in 
maritime safety issues and accident 
investigations. We learned a lot 
about these 60 person orange 
floating bath tubs they call lifeboats 
on commercial and cruise ships. And 
some of the stories make you won-
der why they call the ‘life boats’! He 
has more stories to tell so I think 
we’ll try to get him back in the Fall. 
Our next meeting will be the second 
Tues in March (March 8), once again 
at the Island Cove Marina. We will 
ask for a headcount and pick up 
some sub sandwiches from Fire-

PSPS enjoys great February meeting, dinner 

Continued on page 5 

Continued on page 4 

The 2022 edition of the Weather 
Class will be 
finishing up 
this month and 
we’ll be look-
ing at the new 
content on 
forecasting – at 
all the new 
toys the Na-

tional Weather Service uses in cre-
ating their forecasts and how that 
affects you the boater. 

Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 

We have our first ABC Boating Safe-
ty Course scheduled for the 19th 
and 20th of March at the Pensacola 
Yacht Club. The Yacht Club has ex-
pressed interest in our advanced 
classes, so we are hoping to follow 
with Boat Handling (what use to be 
called Seamanship). 

When I was up north, the sailing 
season started in April. So, March 
was the time to commission your 
vessel. Spring commissioning was a 
nice ritual to reacquaint yourself 

with your boat. Here, in Florida, we 
can sail year-round; however, spring 
commission is still a good idea. I’m a 
fan of checklists, so the following is 
what you need to create a checklist 
for your boat. 

• General and Safety: Check things 
that expire, such as registration, 
flares, and fire extinguishers.  

• Hull and Deck: Clean and polish  

From the SEO 

Educational elucidations on importance of boating checklists 
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 

Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly and 

details the activities of the squadron.  

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-

profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 

through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 

requesting only that members express an interest in 

sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-

tice of safe boating through education.  

We hold regular business meeting and social events dur-

ing the calendar year. Membership 

information may be obtained by 

visiting our website at … 

www.psps.me … or by contacting 

either the Commander or Secre-

tary.  

Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come 

for the Boating Education … Stay for the Friendship

Commander – Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN  

850-776-9736 … cdrpsps@currently.com 

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time 

Educational Officer –Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 

850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net 

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 

rsnauman@hotmail.com 

Secretary – Lt/C Tod Shuls, JN-IN, 

tod.shuls@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 

850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 

901-482-6726 … rmbabs@bellsouth.net 

Past Commander – P/C Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 

850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com 

Executive Committee At-Large 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN --  

seopsps@gmail.com 

Officers and staff 

The Lazy Log 

Our website is available to assist you in answering questions about us and what we stand 

for. Just go to www.psps.me — it lists all the officers of the squadron, the most recent 

details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a complete listing of our educational program, 

our Vessel Safety Check program and many of the other activities we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our site whenever you wish. If you don’t find what you are look-

ing for, send an email to one of our officers or staff members. We will make every effort 

to answer your questions in as timely a manner as possible.

Got a question? Need information? Contact us 
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Ron Swope, D/Lt/C 

The month of March, in a way, is 
special for me, and it has a few 
memories for me as well. It’s not for 

March Madness, alt-
hough I did used to fol-
low basketball. But that 
was before they called 
it March Madness. I 

don’t know if it was after Hot Rod 
Hundley faded from collective fan 
memory but it was after they wid-
ened the key on the floor. I don’t 
even remember if my interest 
waned before or after Lew Alcindor 
changed his name to Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar. The game just 
doesn’t have the ex-
citement it had for me 
when I played in high 
school. I use the term 
“played” loosely. Most 
of my playing was in 
practice and fans in the 
stands often had a 
better view of the ac-
tion than I did on the 
bench.  

 March was the month I first visited 
the local Navy Recruiter. I was still 2 
months’ shy of my seventeenth 
birthday, but anxious to get away 
and into the real world. I had to turn 
17 and finish out the school year 
before my mom would sign the pa-
pers for an enlistment known as a 
“kiddie cruise”. Join while you’re 17 
and get out the day before you turn 
21. Fast forward another decade 
and I’m in the Navy and I have an-
other March memory. By now l am 
teaching at the Navy Photo School 
here in Pensacola and going for my 
private pilot’s license. I’ve complet-
ed everything I need to get my check 
ride for the license except 6-8 more 
solo hours. This is the middle of 
March and I took a week of leave 
and reserved the flight school’s 

March memories are not all ‘Madness’ 
District Educational Officer 

Continued on next page 

Cessna 150 for every day. As luck 
and the weather gods would have 
it, thunderstorms and high winds 
kept me grounded all week. Time 
goes by and by the time I could 
book more flight time, I decided I 
wanted to get married. Even with 
relatively cheap flight time prices 
back then, an E-6, making about 
$300 a month and saving for a hon-
eymoon, couldn’t afford rental on 
an airplane. I never did get my pri-
vate license, though I do still have 
my wife. So I made the right choice 
after all. 

l don’t particularly look forward to 
March for all the major league ex-
hibition baseball games that are 
normally played in that month. Alt-
hough, this year it looks like there 
is going to have to be some serious 
negotiations to break the present 
lockout that is jeopardizing Ameri-
ca’s favorite pastime. If they get 
that all cleared up the real season 
is supposed to start the last day of 
the month. 

Celebrating Saint Patrick’s Day on 
March 17 is another tradition I left 
in my younger years. Once I was 
Philadelphia on business on March 
16. You have to understand that 
Philadelphia has a lot of ethnic 
neighborhoods; German, Italian, 
Irish, you name it. The group I was 
with went out to a late dinner at an 
Irish pub and stayed for a few 

beers. About 10 the bartender came 
to our table and pointed to me and 
said I had better be out of there be-
fore midnight. I had no idea what 
was going on but one of the guys in 
our group did. He looked at me and 
then said to the group, “let’s go”. 
Once we got outside he pointed to 
my rather bright orange shirt and 
explained that to a bunch of drunk 
Irishmen that would be like waving a 
red cape at a bull. That was the night 
I first heard about William of Orange. 
Not wearing green would be bad 
enough, but to wear orange in an 

Irish pub on 
Saint Patrick’s 
Day would sure 
be asking for 
trouble. 

I do look for-
ward to March 
because a cou-
ple of things 
happen each 

March. First is Daylight Savings Time 
(DST). This year it will occur at 0200 
on 13 March. 0200 Central Standard 
Time (CST) will become 0300 Central 
Daylight Time (CDT). Just follow the 
old saying “spring forward, fall 
back”. In the spring move your time 
piece ahead one hour, and when we 
go off CDT at 0200 on 6 November, 
set it back to 0100. If you’re not up 
on the 24- hour clock, that is 2 a.m. 
and 1 a.m. I’m one of those people 
who would like to see DST year 
around. I just like that little extra 
daylight in the evening and I don’t 
mind getting up in the dark in the 
morning. 

Another thing that happens in March 
is the vernal equinox. The traditional 
start of spring and the time when the 
path of the sun appears directly 
above the earth’s equator. This year 
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it occurs on March 20 at 1033 (10:33 
a.m.) From then until the summer 
solstice in June, the path of the sun 
with respect to the earth’s equator 
will continue to move northward. 
This results in the sun being higher in 
the sky in the northern hemisphere 
and thus our temperatures warming. 
In the winter, the sun angle causes a 
minor problem for me as it relates to 
my twin garage doors and their sen-
sors. My doors face south so the sun 

shines directly in most of the day. 
The door to the west has no prob-
lem. However, the door to the east 
is affected by the sun shining on the 
sensor whenever the door is up. 
The sensor thinks there is an ob-
struction and sends the door back 
up. This only happens in the winter 
months when the sun angle is low 
when it reaches far enough south 
that it shines on my door. I can 
open the door from outside, but 
have to close it from inside by hold-

ing down the wall switch until it is all 
the way down, and then going out 
through the other garage door. I’ve 
tried adjusting the sensors but have 
not been able to get them right. At 
least 1 other family in our neighbor-
hood has the same problem. If it’s 
overcast, raining or at night, the re-
motes and wall switch work as they 
should. Hence, one more reason I 
like March. My garage door opener 
will soon be working like it should, at 
least until late fall. 

 

Continued from previous page 

From the SEO —————————- Continued from page 1 

capacity of your batteries. En-
sure navigation lights are oper-
ating properly. While you’re at 
it, check wiring and terminals 
for corrosion – especially shore 
power connections. 

• Instruments and Navionics: 
Charts need to be updated at 
least annually (if not monthly). 
Fluxgate compasses need to be 
realigned once a year. If you 
have a mechanical speedome-
ter, it needs to be recalibrated 
once a year. 

• This was the outline of the 
spring commissioning checklist 
for Southern Girl. The actual 
checklist was several pages. 
You can also find numerous 
versions of spring commission-
ing checklists on the internet. 
Have fun. 

• your hull and deck, recoat the 
bottom paint and any barrier 
coats. Lubricate and operate 
through-hull fittings to ensure 
they work – and close properly. 
Check grounding straps, cables, 
and connections to ensure they 
are secure and free from corro-
sion. 

• Sails, Spars, and Rigging: Sails 
need cleaning on a regular basis. 
Sails and running rigging break 
down in sunlight, so every so 
often they need inspection and 
repair. Standing rigging also 
needs inspection on a regular 
basis. 

• Propulsion: Engines and 
drivetrains have their own spe-
cific requirements, and you 
should follow the manufacturer's 

recommendations. Or take the 
Engine Maintenance course to 
find out how to maintain your 
engine. 

• Cabin and Accommodations: 
Cabins need spring cleaning, 
especially after sitting out for 
the winter. Cleaning mildew will 
make for a much more pleasant 
sailing season. 

• Plumbing Systems: If you have 
winterized your potable water 
system, then it needs to be 
flushed. Even if you haven’t win-
terized, you should replace tank 
water and inspect tubing and 
valves for leaks and proper op-
eration. 

• Electrical Systems: Batteries 
don’t winter well without atten-
tion. Each spring you should 
verify the charging and storage 

It’s boating season — time to be more active in PSPS—ask 

about becoming part of the Executive Committee—write an 

article for the Lazy Log — help out in squadron classes! This is 

your organization, help make a great one! 
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House Subs. Lt/C John von Senden JN 
and Kyrah Drasheff will tell us about 
their years cruising the Chesapeake 
Bay in their Island Packet Southern 
Girl. Watch your email for a reminder 
and headcount from Lt/C Steve Nau-
man AP. Here are some pics from the 
meeting. Special thanks to my First 
Mate and chief of the galley J 

I mentioned in the Lazy Log last year 
that while I may have moved from 
SEO to Cdr, I still want to do some 
Nautical Musing. I still have a folder 
full of interesting things from nautical 
history, so I will continue those top-
ics. On the Nautical Etymology side 
however, after 2 years, I have run out 
of alphabet. So let’s come about and 
try a different tack. I am also interest-
ed in lighthouses. These uniquely 
designed buildings and structures 
always seem to have a fascinating 
story to tell about good times and 
bad, storms and treacherous seas, 
brave men and women. Since my 
earliest days I have been privileged to 
travel this great country and visit 
these guardians of our seacoast. Let’s 
look back at some of the lighthouses I 
have visited. 

My fascination with lighthouses be-
gan as a pre-teen when my parents 
would 
take us 
camping 
at Mon-
tauk NY. 
We lived 
on the 
south shore of Long Island NY in a 
bayside village called Bellport. The 
village of Bellport (originally Capt 
Bell’s Port) had a long and sometimes 
shady history in relationship to the 
lighthouse at the eastern end of Long 
Island – Montauk Point Light.  

Back in the days of whales and sails 
President George Washington com-
missioned the construction of a light-

From the Commander — continued from page 1 

house at the eastern end of Long 
Island. Its whale oil lamps were 
first lit in 1797, and it began its 
long career as the first official navi-
gation aid on the New York to Lon-
don route. Ships leaving NY would 
sail east along the beach about 140 
miles until they saw the lighthouse 
at Montauk. They would then steer 
ENE on the great circle route to 
London England. If it were night, 
they would look for the burning oil 
lamps in the lighthouse to indicate 
‘turn here’.  

The shady side of history tells of 
bands of men, called beach pirates 
or wreckers, living along the bay, 
would get word from workers in 
the NY City shipyards what ships 
were sailing for London and when 
they would set sail. If poor weath-
er, rain and fog was forecasted, the 
wreckers would calculate where 
the ships would be at nightfall. 
They would row over to the beach 
at that point and build a fire on the 
beach. More wreckers would as-
semble a mile or two down the 
beach. Inexperienced captains, 
nervous about the weather while 
close to the shore, would see the 
lights and assume they were pass-
ing Montauk. They would go anoth-
er few miles and then turn left – 
onto the beach. Of course the ever 
helpful mainlanders would be 
there to save the crew and passen-
gers, row them back to the main-
land, and in the morning load them 
into wagons and take them back to 
NY. The ship and cargo of course 
was now abandoned, and the 
wreckers were there to salvage it. 
Many a fine home on the south 
side of Long Island was built from 
sturdy ship timbers. 

Back to the camping trips. In the 
early 60s there was a campground 
just a mile or two west of the Mon-

tauk Lighthouse, on an old Army 
Base called Ditch Plains. When my 
parents got their first travel trailer 
that was our first destination. For 2 
weeks I wandered all around the 
lighthouse and grounds (as far as 
the Coast Guard would let me). At 
night we would fall asleep watching 
the light flash every few seconds 
through the curtains. On foggy days 
we would listen the fog horn an-
nouncing its presence through the 
fog and mists. Lighthouse #1 – 
Montauk Point. 

Each time I visit a light I try to get 
some pictures, and if possible a 
model of the light. The most accu-
rate models of lighthouses I have 
found are made by Harbour Lights 
Inc. founder Bill Younger. These are 
signed and numbered editions. The 
pic below is some of my collection. 
Montauk Point is the one on the 
lower left. The other pic is of the 
lighthouse today. 

In keeping with my fondness for 
nautical musing, how about a classi-
cal literature reading suggestion; 
Two Years Before The Mast by Rich-
ard Henry Dana. RH Dana first pub-
lished this book in 1840 and it tells 
about the hardships endured by the 
common seaman working the sail-
ing ships passing around Cape Horn 
from Boston to California and back. 
Dana was a student at Harvard Uni-
versity when he contracted measles 
which affected his eyesight. His doc-
tor recommended a sea voyage and 
Dana went for the big one!  

Continued on next page 
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He set out in 1834 on the brig Pil-
grim and returned two years later on 
the Alert. Being a well educated 
young man he picked up Spanish 
from the Californian Mexicans and 
became an interpreter on his ship. 
He originally set out to write an 
‘adventure at sea’ novel, but after 
working as a seaman, and accurately 
describing the harsh life of a sea-
man, his ‘adventure’ become a ‘real 
life’ story. He vividly described en-
countering icebergs around the Cape 
and the dangers of ascending the 
frozen rigging to furl and unfurl the 
sails. His very accurate descriptions 
of San Francisco, the harbor and sur-

roundings, made it become a re-
quired reading reference for any-
one heading out to the Gold Rush 
of 1849. This enduring nautical 
classic was made into a film star-
ring Alan Ladd in 1946. You can still 
get your very own copy of this clas-
sic at Amazon: 

OK, next month I will do a ‘nautical 
historical’ from the sailing days, 
and maybe another lighthouse. Til 
then, stay safe and healthy. 

Continued from previous page 

Photos from the February meeting 
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