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Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
Ahoy me mateys.  Well, the new year 
is off to a good start.  On Tuesday , 
Jan 11,  we had our first general 

meeting and dinner of 
2022.  We were origi-
nally expecting over 
20 members to be in 
attendance but as is 
becoming very com-
mon, Covid and other 
illnesses hit us hard.  

We had 7 folks that were unable to 
attend, either infected or quarantin-
ing due to exposure.  I had ordered 
from Hot Spot Barbeque enough 
pulled pork and fixin’s for 24.  Need-

From the Commander 

Ellsworth John “EJ” Sacks, Jr., 89, of Pensacola, FL passed over the bar on Tuesday, February 9, 
2021. 

EJ was born December 29, 1931 in Leavenworth, KS and raised in Biloxi, MS. Upon graduating 
from Mississippi State University, he entered Tulane Medical School. EJ began his Naval career 
in his last year in medical school in 1956. Upon graduating in June of 1957, he did his internship 
at the USNH Bremerton, WA. After 30 years of active military service as a Naval Medical 
Officer, Flight Surgeon, and Instructor of Flight Surgeons at the Naval Aerospace Medical Insti-
tute (NAS Pensacola), he retired for the first time in 1987.  

He was recalled to serve until his final discharge in 1993. EJ ultimately proudly served his country 37 total years. In 
retirement, he was an active parishioner of Saint Christopher Episcopal Church and an active member of the Pensaco-
la Sain and Power Squadron where he served as Commander and then Rear Commander of the National Flag and Eti-
quette Committe. He also worked at the West Florida Hyperbaric Medicine Center. 

He and his wife, Lynn settled into his final years of retirement as residents of the Summer Vista Retirement Communi-

PSPS mourns another loss of long-time member 

less to say, nobody left hungry.  Our 
program was planned to be a talk 
by John von Senden about his and 
Kyrah’s adventures on the Chesa-
peake Bay.  Well, a bronchial bug 
took care of that real quick, John 
was among ‘the stricken’.  In his 
place I dug out some pictures of a 
trip Nancy and I made to Cape Cod 
some years back and did a semi-
maritime travel-log.  Overall, a fun 
evening of good food and fellow-
ship.  Our next general meeting will 
be Tuesday, Feb. 15, 1730 – 1930, 
at the Island Cove Marina.  John has 
arranged for Bill Preston to do the 
program.  Bill has a very impressive 

bio: 

He is a 1978 graduate of the State 
University of New York Maritime Col-
lege. He sailed for 12 years with Exx-
on Shipping Company as Third, Sec-
ond and Chief Mate. He started sail-
ing as Master in 1990 and still holds 
credentials as Master Steam and Mo-
tor Vessels-Oceans, Master of Tow-
ing, Dynamic Positioning Operator 
and Offshore Installation Manager. 
Captain Preston has sailed on Con-
tainer, Roll on/Roll Off, Oil spill re-
sponse vessels, oil tankers and for 

We begin a new year at PSPS—hope it’s a good one! 

Continued on page 5 

Continued on page 3 
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 

Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly and 

details the activities of the squadron.  

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-

profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 

through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 

requesting only that members express an interest in 

sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-

tice of safe boating through education.  

We hold regular business meeting and social events dur-

ing the calendar year. Membership 

information may be obtained by 

visiting our website at … 

www.psps.me … or by contacting 

either the Commander or Secre-

tary.  

Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come 

for the Boating Education … Stay for the Friendship

Commander – Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN  

850-776-9736 … cdrpsps@currently.com 

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time 

Educational Officer –Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 

850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net 

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 

rsnauman@hotmail.com 

Secretary – Lt/C Tod Shuls, JN-IN, 

tod.shuls@gmail.com 

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 

850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 

901-482-6726 … rmbabs@bellsouth.net 

Past Commander – P/C Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 

850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com 

Executive Committee At-Large 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN --  

seopsps@gmail.com 

Officers and staff 

The Lazy Log 

Happy February birthday to these squad members 

Our website is available to assist you in answering questions about us and what we stand 

for. Just go to www.psps.me — it lists all the officers of the squadron, the most recent 

details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a complete listing of our educational program, 

our Vessel Safety Check program and many of the other activities we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our site whenever you wish. If you don’t find what you are look-

ing for, send an email to one of our officers or staff members. We will make every effort 

to answer your questions in as timely a manner as possible.

Got a question? Need information? Contact us 
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ty in Pensacola. EJ lived a fascinating 
multi-layered life. He was a lovable 
man whose smile lit up any room. He 
died peacefully cradled in the arms of 
our Lord. We love you. Rest in Peace. 

EJ is preceded in death by his first 
wife, Elaine May Nygard Sacks. He is 
survived by his wife, Lynn; 10 chil-
dren, Ellsworth III “Skip” Sacks 
(Colleen), Eric Sacks (Rose), Patricia 
Sickert (Mark), Dana Thomas 
(Michael), Renee Lewis (Dylan), Diana 
McGuffie, Cindy Walsh (Bill), Sharon 
Terrell, Darien Terrell, and Angie Ma-
hurin; 17 grandchildren and 12 great-
grandchildren; close family friend and 
caregiver, Susie Jefferies; as well as 
his beloved pet, Sam. 

Visitation was held on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 13, 2021 at Harper-Morris Me-
morial Chapel with the Rev. Susan 
Sowers officiating. Private family in-
terment was held at Barrancas Na-
tional Cemetery with full Navy Honors 
at a later date. 

The family would like to extend a spe-
cial thanks to the wonderful staff at 
Ascension Sacred Heart Hospital and 
the staff of Summer Vista. 

 

The new Boating Season will soon be 
upon us and its time to review and 
offer the Vessel Safety Check (VSC) 
program to the public. The past cou-
ple of years with the pandemic our 
interface with the boating communi-
ty has been at a minumum with 
mostly virtual learning. I don’t know 
about you but I’m a hands on person.  

Last year the squadron completed 26 
vsc’s which is down from previous 
years and a number or our examiners 
failed to complete the minumum to 
maintain their qualifications, because 
of that we are down to three quali-
fied vessel examiners (VE) with one 
having recently moving out of the 
area.  

I believe a VE has more to offer the 
boating public than a safty check. 
First, you are face to face with the 
boat owner and hopefully other fami-
ly members as you go over the minu-
mun federal requirements for safe 
boating practices.  This provides a 
great opportunity to introduce them 

to America’s Boating Club and ex-
plain who we 
are. I have yet 
to do a vessel 
check and not 
be asked ques-
tions that do 
not pertain to 
the vessel check 

but to boating in general or some-
thing about local boating 
knowledge. If a VE uses their time 
right this can be a real teaching/
learning experience for the boater, 
the family and yourself not to men-
tion a perfect recruiting opportuni-
ty. 

Any USPS member who is at least 
18 years old may become a VE by 
attending a training session, passing 
a proctored open-book test, and 
performing five VSCs under the su-
pervision of a certified Vessel Exam-
iner (either USPS or USCGA). The 
open-book test may also be taken 
online at http:www2.USPS.org/VE/

usps-ve-test.asp .  A VE will retain 
certification by performing a mini-
mum of five VSCs per year. Addi-
tional information regarding VE cer-
tification and other responsibilities 
is in the Vessel Safety Check Manu-
al.  

This USPS program is the quickest 
way to become involved in the 
squadron and boating community. 
Contact VSC Chairman Todd Larson 
at 850/497/0358 or seopensaco-
la@gmail.com if you have any ques-
tion or want more information on 
becoming a Vessel Examiner.  

The VSC program wants you! 

Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 

The 2022 edition of the Weather Class 
is in full swing.  Next month we’ll be 

looking at the 
new content 
on forecasting 
– and at all the 
new toys the 
National 
Weather Ser-
vices uses in 
creating their 
forecasts. 

We actually had a rather rare weather 

event occur Jan. 15.  We had a low 
pressure pass south of us, so we 
were on the cool side.  What wasn’t 
fun was the cold rain; but know you 
know why. 

The first sessions of the America’s 
Boating Course are being planned.  
We are looking at holding these at 
the Senior Center at Bayview Park 
so it will be closer to folks in Gulf 
Breeze and Pensacola Beach.  We 
will need instructors to include the 
ABC in your February planning. 

 

From the SEO 

Boating classes in planning stage 

“EJ” Sacks 
(Continued from page 1) 

http://www2.usps.org/VE/usps-ve-test.asp
http://www2.usps.org/VE/usps-ve-test.asp
mailto:seopensacola@gmail.com
mailto:seopensacola@gmail.com


The Lazy Log | January 2022 | Page 4 

 

Ron Swope, D/Lt/C 

“When I lived up north there was 
about a 4-month recreational 
boating season,” says squadron ad-

ministrative officer Lt/C 
Steve Nauman, AP.  “I 
had friends with boats 
on trailers who barely 
got to use them be-

cause of the short boating season, 
the additional time to trailer the 
boat to launch and just not enough 
time to really enjoy the boat”.   

He goes on to say that once he and 
his family moved to Gulf Beach from 
the Chicago area, he decided he 
wanted a boat, his first, and he 
wanted to be able to use it regularly.  

For my money, Steve has the best 
setup.  He has his boat on a dock, in 
a lift on his own property.   He has 
the advantage of ready access to the 
water, just like a wet slip, but none 
of the bother and expense of 
bottom paint and barnacles.  When 
he is ready to go, he lowers the boat 
in the two sling belts enough that it 
can be loaded with gear and crew 
and then down into the water, using 

a small hand-held remote control.  
Once settled in the water, he can 
back off the sling straps and he’s 
ready to go.  The entrance to the 
covered lift has fenders for the inev-
itable bumps that sometimes occur 
coming into a tight space.  It is 
pretty secure.  When hurricane Sally 
came through last year he raised 
the boat as high in the lift as he 
could and she rode it out.    

Steve’s boat is a 2019 Sea Ray SPX 
190 with a 150 Mercury outboard.  
The 19-foot boat with motor up 
draws 18 inches.  He had to install a 
jack plate to raise his motor up so 

now he can adjust draft with motor 
down from about 31-23 inches.  He 
really needs this because of the shal-
low water around his home on East 
Bay, across from Santa Rosa Sound.  
The boat was about a year old and 
had about 30 hours when he bought 
it in the middle of 2020.  Boats then 
were scarce and the pickings were 
slim.  What he really wanted was a 
jet boat, again, because of the shal-
low water.  He just couldn’t find any, 
so this was his choice.   

Before moving to this area, he was an 
IT director, retiring in 2019.  When he 
arrived in the area he turned to the 
internet to look for boating classes 
and he found us.  He was invited to 
our rendezvous that was coming up 
and he, wife Theresa and son Connor 
all joined. Steve has taken advantage 
of the educational opportunities 
afforded by membership, advancing 
to the grade of Advanced Pilot.  He 
has served as Assistant Educational 
Officer as well as Administrative 
Officer.  He also assumed custody of 
several items of squadron property 
for storage after we lost our long 
term storage facility. 

I asked him if he had larger or anoth-
er type of boat in mind for the future.  
He speculated he might go to a pon-
toon boat someday if he found one 
that would work with his lift.  He add-
ed that his dream boat, the win the 
lottery type, is a twin engine jet boat, 
but that, for now, is just dreaming. 

Ex-Chicago resident finds Gulf Coast much better for boating 
District Educational Officer 

(left) Steve’s Pier with 
dock and covered lift. 
Walkway is made of 
composite material 
and allows water to 
flow up through in 
high water. 

Steve’s boat high up 
in lift. 

Steve can operated 
from controls on 
dock or from a hand-
held remote. 

Jack plate allows engine to 
mount at varying heights on 
transom, allowing for use in 
shallow water. 

Steve goes through pre-
departure checklist in lift. 

Steve at helm of his 2019 Sea 
Ray SPX 190. 

Boat is almost in position for lift out of 
water. Note wide-angle mirror on wind-
shield for towing sports. 
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the last 20 years various types of dy-
namically positioned oil field drilling 
vessels including the Deepwater Hori-
zon. He performed accident and inci-
dent investigations until the down-
turn in the oil drilling in 2017 when 
he became proficient in stacking ves-
sels for future use. He retired in July 
2018 and is a Past Master of Gulf 
Breeze Masonic Lodge, a Senior Elder 
of Gulf Breeze Presbyterian Church 
and a Board member of the historic 
St Johns' Cemetery in Pensacola. 
I’m sure it will be an interesting talk 
and Q&A.  For the food next month, I 
will bring a spaghetti dinner with the 
fixin’s – bring your appetite.  Here’s 
some pics from the meeting. 

From the Commander — continued from page 1 
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Sunset and evening star, 
  And one clear call for me! 
And may there be no moaning of the bar, 
  When I put out to sea, 
 
But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 
  Too full for sound and foam, 
When that which drew from out the boundless deep 
  Turns again home. 
 
Twilight and evening bell, 
  And after that the dark! 
And may there be no sadness of farewell, 
  When I embark; 
 
For tho’ from out our bourne of Time and Place 
  The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
  When I have cross’d the bar. 

CROSSING THE BAR 
by Alfred Lord Tennyson  

In Memory of  

Michael Jeffery Curci 


