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From the Commander

Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

District Educational Officer

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN

(Continued on Page 4)

good food, fun, and fellowship.  We had planned for 20 or 
so and we filled up all the tables with 25 folks  - well done!  

We had some guests with us.  John Jones and his wife Rob-
in joined us.  John has joined the Power Squadron, but he 
did it online so the system put him in the Cyber Squadron 
which is online only.  Now we’re trying to get his records 
transferred over to the Pensacola squadron, then we can 
officially swear him in to our squadron family.  

Our second distinguished guest was D/C Karen Gercak, our 

 Bridge or Executive Committee? 

(Continued on Page 3)

Ahoy me mateys, and greetings from the road.  Right after 
the Change of Watch dinner Nancy and I 
hooked up the camper and headed north to 
spend the Thanksgiving week with friends 
and relatives.  

Long story short – here I sit in a camp-
ground at Sardis Lake Mississippi with no 
internet connection and a 1 bar 3G signal 

on my phone trying to pretend it’s a hotspot.  

I do want to give you a quick update on our COW and the 
Christmas party coming up.  The COW came off very well, 

New Bridge sworn in at 2021 Change of Watch

D/C Karen Gercak, AP officiates the swearing in of the 
new bridge.  From left: Lt/C Steve Nauman, AP, Admin 
Officer, Lt/C Tod Shuls, JN-IN, Secretary, Lt/C John von 
Senden, JN, Educational Officer, D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-
IN, Member at Large, and Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN.  
Our Treasurer, Harry Hebb, SN, was in Raleigh NC.

Congratulations to  
new Bridge for 2022

First, Phyllis and I want to wish all of you a very Merry 
Christmas and the Greatest of Holiday Seasons.  It 

is really hard to believe that 2021 is 
coming to a close.  Time seems to be 
flying by so much faster than it did in 
the “olden days”.  Anyone else notice 
that?

 At the recent change of watch ceremony, we elected 
our bridge for the coming year.  We also elected ad-
ditional members to the executive committee.  There 
is confusion over the difference between the bridge 
and the executive committee.   The bridge consists 
of six elected officers; commander, executive officer, 
educational officer, administrative officer, secretary 
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting and social events 
during the calendar year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at … www.psps.me 
… or by contacting either the Com-
mander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come 
for the Boating Education … Stay 
for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN  
850-776-9736 … cdrpsps@currently.com

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time

Educational Officer –Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 
850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 
rsnauman@hotmail.com

Secretary – Lt/C Tod Shuls, JN-IN, 
tod.shuls@gmail.com

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@bellsouth.net

Past Commander – P/C Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 
850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com

Executive Committee At-Large
D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN -- seopsps@gmail.com

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

Frank Levy, 12/2
Todd Burt, 12/6

December Birthdays
John von Senden, 12/8
Ellsworth Sacks, 12/29

D/C Karen Gercak, AP officiates the swearing in of the 
new bridge.  From left: Lt/C Steve Nauman, AP, Admin 
Officer, Lt/C Tod Shuls, JN-IN, Secretary, Lt/C John von 
Senden, JN, Educational Officer, D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-
IN, Member at Large, and Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN.  
Our Treasurer, Harry Hebb, SN, was in Raleigh NC.

www.psps.me
mailto:cdrpsps@currently.com
mailto:john@southerngirl.net
mailto:rsnauman@hotmail.com
mailto:harry@hebb.me
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
mailto:cfosha@gmail.com
www.psps.me
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Commander (continued from page 1)
District 15 Commander, and her husband Dick.  As D/Cdr, 
Karen officiated our watch change.  Attending from the 
current bridge was myself as Cdr, Todd Larsen as Squadron 
Educational Officer, Steve Nauman as Squadron Adminis-
tration Officer, John von Senden as our Secretary, Chuck 
Fosha as Previous Cdr, and Ron Swope as Member at 
Large.  Harry Hebb was unable to join us as he was attend-
ing the National USPS meeting in Raleigh NC.  After a quick 
business meeting update from the current officers we 
had the election of the new slate of bridge officers.  Then 
it was my job to dismiss the current bridge, well, almost 
all.  The secretary isn’t officially dismissed until the entire 
meeting gaveled to a close – somebody has to take the 
minutes.  

With crossed fingers and a nod to the internet gods, I am 
going to attach to this document some pictures from the 
meeting, and hope I can get a strong enough signal to 
send them to Becky.  

Waving good-bye to the old bridge as they are dis-
missed.

D/C Karen Gercak, AP addresses our group and dismisses 
me as the 2021 Commander, then swears me back in as 
the 2022 Commander.

 

Thanks and congratulations go to Tod Shuls, our 2022 
Top Prop.

My last but certainly not least presentation was a special 
award to Todd Larsen.  Todd has served the public boat-
ing community for many 
years, first in the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary and now 
the Pensacola Squadron 
of the USPS.  Todd served 
three years as commander 
while I was the SEO and 
he was very supportive of 
our educational program, 
teaching and taking our 
courses.  Then when I took over as commander, Todd took 
the SEO position and kept the ABC program going through 
the Covid Times.  It was with great pleasure to present 
Todd with a Retired Commander flag.

That was our COW, and a good time was had by all.

I do want to remind everyone of our Christmas party com-
ing soon, Dec 10 at the home of Gene and Terry Mac-
Naughton on Bayou Chico.  Gene and Terry will provide the 
main dish and we can all bring a dish to share.  Watch your 
email for a reminder from Steve with the details.

OK, next month I should be back in my office at Lazy Log 
time with my library of nautical trivia, so I can get back to 
nautical musing again.  ‘Til then, stay safe and enjoy the 
holidays.

Each year the Commander has the opportunity to rec-
ognize one squadron member that has demonstrated 
a commitment to the Power Squadron’s mission state-
ment – Boating Safety through Education / Public Service 
/ Fraternity – and participation in squadron activities.  The 
Top Prop rotating award was given to Tod Shuls.  Tod has 

aggressively and successfully tackled every education 
opportunity the squadron has offered since his joining 
in May 2018.  He has 
already achieved the 
Junior Navigator grade, 
Inland Navigator cer-
tificate, and Educational 
Proficiency level.  Now 
Tod has stepped up and 
volunteered to be our 
Squadron Secretary. 
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and treasurer.  Our bylaws permit the offices of secretary 
and treasurer to be held by the same person.  Although 
this has been the case in the past, we presently have 2 
different members serving in those roles.  In addition 
to the bridge officers, our bylaws permit four additional 
members to serve on the executive committee.  These 4 
include 3 members known as members-at-large and the 
most recent past commander willing and able to serve.  All 
4 are elected.  

The duties of the executive committee are laid out in the 
squadron bylaws.  Condensed, it amounts to handling the 
day-to-day operation of the squadron.  This is where the 
planning for squadron meetings, courses, seminars, on-
the-water activities and other events takes place.  Each of 
the members of the executive committee have one vote.  
All squadron members are invited and encouraged to sit 
in on executive committee meetings.  When recognized by 
the chair, they may address the committee, but they can-
not vote.

Executive Committee meetings are scheduled for the first 
Tuesday of the month starting at 5:30 p.m.  Since the pan-
demic, many of these meetings have been on FCC.com.  
Free Conference Call is similar to zoom and the command-
er sends out a link shortly before the meeting, when that 
venue is going to be used.  If you are interested in attend-
ing any of the meetings, check the Calendar of Events on 
our webpage or contact Cdr. Scott Rathkamp, a few days 

before the date of the meeting.

In addition to the bridge and the additional executive 
committee members, there are some additional elected 
positions.  Our bylaws allow us to elect an assistant educa-
tional officer, an assistant administrative officer, an assis-
tant secretary and an assistant treasurer.  These assistants 
are not members of the executive committee.  There are 
3 other committees with elected members; nominating, 
rules and audit committees.  These committees have im-
portant, specific purposes, but the members are not part 
of the executive committee.

We have a lot of unfilled positions just because nobody 
will step up and volunteer.  Do you have an eye for detail?  
Are you a good writer?  Maybe you would like to help out 
on the rules committee.  Do you have skills in accounting 
or other experience in finance?  Perhaps the audit com-
mittee is for you.  Neither of these takes very much time.  
We have several people filling multiple appointed jobs, 
just because there is nobody else to do it.  The Executive 
Officer bridge position is vacant, as are 2 of the member-
at-large positions on the executive committee.  The more 
people we get involved in the operation of our squadron 
the closer we will come to meeting the needs of our mem-
bership.  If you would like to know more about how you 
could help, contact our commander at cdrpsps@currently.
com or give me a call at 850-516-1259.

District Education Officer (continued from page 1)

Squadron Christmas 
Party

Dec 10 at the home of  
Gene and Terry  
MacNaughton  

on Bayou Chico.  
Gene and Terry will provide the 
main dish and we can all bring a 

dish to share.

Watch your email for a reminder 
from Steve with the details.

mailto:cdrpsps@currently.com
mailto:cdrpsps@currently.com

