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From the Commander

Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

District Educational Officer

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN

(Continued on Page 4)

A view from the bridge ...

2021 CHANGE OF WATCH IS TUESDAY, NOV. 16

Ahoy me mateys. If you look on the face of an old grandfa-
ther clock you will probably see the phrase Tempus Fugit. 

That is a Latin phrase and most people 
translate it as Time Flies. Well, I’m here to 
tell you it sure does. I can hardly believe I’m 
sitting here working on the November Lazy 
Log and thinking about things we can do in 
December and January – it seems like 2021 
just started not too long ago! 

Okay, as the Nautical Muse and Etymologist I suppose I 
should tell you the real story behind Tempus Fugit. This 
Latin phrase is actually an abbreviation of a phrase from 

an ancient Roman poem (Virgil’s Georgics, 29 BC), Fugit 
Inreparabile Tempus. 

The literal translation is ‘It escapes, irretrievable time.’ 
Early English writers used this phrase to mean “time’s 
a-wasting”. The technical use of the phrase means: the 
time remaining to exercise a financial option that is more 
favorable. In plain English – Buy now before the price goes 
up! Okay, now you know far more than you ever thought 
necessary about “time flies”. However, if someone tells 
you ‘time flies’, you can really impress them with the “rest 

Cdr. Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN, our com-
mander, is the 2021 District 15 nominee for 
the prestigious Charles F. Chapman Award 
for Excellence in Teaching. The Chapman 
Award is the highest honor United States 
Power Squadrons® can bestow on our in-

structors. Each winner’s name is inscribed in a logbook at 
national headquarters. 

Scott’s file has been submitted for national consideration. 
Three honorees are selected each year. Each national hon-
oree receives a plaque, a special lamp-of-learning lapel pin 
and a four-year certified instructor wallet card. The win-

ners’ squadrons will receive a gift to further their educa-
tional program in the name of the winner. In the past this 
has consisted of such things as sextants and projectors.

Scott was previously a member of the Memphis squadron. 
As soon as he joined with Pensacola he assumed the role 
of Assistant Educational Officer and began challenging 
course exams when courses were not offered, and moving 
up the line in grade. He self-taught both Junior Naviga-
tion and Navigation. He is the only member I personally 
know. who has done that. He then moved up to the role of 
Squadron Educational Officer and spearheaded a program 

Rathkamp is the District 15 Chapman Nominee

(Continued on Page 5)
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting and social events 
during the calendar year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at … www.psps.me 
… or by contacting either the Com-
mander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come 
for the Boating Education … Stay 
for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN  
850-776-9736 … cdrpsps@currently.com

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time

Educational Officer – Lt/C Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … seopensacola@gmail.com

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 
rsnauman@hotmail.com

Secretary – Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 
850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@suddenlink.net

Past Commander – P/C Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 
850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com

Executive Committee At-Large
D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN -- seopsps@gmail.com

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

George Burton, 11/11
Gene MacNaughton, 11/12

November Birthdays
Michael Sweet, 11/19
Matt Hamilton, 11/21

www.psps.me
mailto:cdrpsps@currently.com
mailto:seopensacola@gmail.com
mailto:rsnauman@hotmail.com
mailto:john@southerngirl.net
mailto:harry@hebb.me
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
mailto:cfosha@gmail.com
www.psps.me
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V/C Harry Hebb, SN

What if the Moon disappeared tomorrow?
The Moon holds Earth’s 23.5-degree tilt steady. Without our 
satellite, the planet would wobble, dramatically affecting sea-
sons and climate.  
 
By Mara Johnson-Groh  |  Published: Monday, November 25, 2019 - re-
printed by permission and submitted by V/C Harry Hebb, SN

Astronauts on the International Space Station caught the 
Full Moon rising over the Atlantic Ocean in this August 
2016 image.

The closest object to our planet, the Moon, may seem like 
Earth’s little sibling. Since its birth, the satellite has mostly 
just hung around, playing gravitational tug-of-war. But 
what would happen if the Moon vanished tomorrow?

“Three billion years ago, when the Moon was closer to 
Earth, a lot of things would have changed pretty dramati-
cally,” says Matthew Siegler, lunar research scientist at the 
Planetary Science Institute in Dallas, Texas. “Right now, the 
Moon is far enough away that most of the things it does 
for us are very long term, like stabilizing our orbit over 
hundreds of thousands of years.”

If we all woke up one morning to find the Moon missing, 
most of us probably wouldn’t notice.

Those who live near the oceans would find the tides re-
duced, but not completely absent. While the Moon does 
most of the gravitational tugging that creates our tides, 
the sun also plays a role. Coast-dwellers would notice tides 
less than half as big as they are now.

“You wouldn’t entirely ruin surfing as a sport,” Siegler says. 

“[But] surfing would suck.”

While a moonless sky wouldn’t affect most of our day-to-
day lives, it would upend the lifestyles of many nocturnal 
animals. Animals like moths have evolved over millions of 
years to navigate by the light of the Moon and stars. Newly 
hatched turtles use the Moon’s light to find their way to 
the ocean — and they’re struggling enough as it is, thanks 
to artificial streetlights that lure them in the wrong direc-
tion.

The Moon’s Earthly Impacts

An errant Moon would also affect Earth’s motion about its 
axis. The pull of the Moon currently increases the length 
of a day by about two milliseconds every century. Though 
if that increase stopped tomorrow, it wouldn’t be very 
noticeable on our human timescales.

However, if the Moon had disappeared billions of years 
ago, our rotation today would be very different.

Early on, the Earth had 4-hour rotations, which the Moon 
slowly and persistently slowed to the 24-hour days we 
know now. Without the Moon’s presence all those years, 
we’d still be spinning much faster — and feeling even more 

(Continued on Page 7)
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SEO Todd Larson AP-IN

Squadron Educational Officer

The year in a nutshell...

various resources - websites, smartphone apps, books, 
spreadsheet calculations – that can assist or automate 
many class activities. 
... these resources are 
big time savers”. “Scott 
always has great com-
mand of the course 
content, materials and 
knowledge. This allows 
him to field student 
questions quickly and 
accurately.” 

The three winners for 
2021 will be announced 
at the National Meeting 
at Ponte Vedra, FL next  
February. Good Luck, Scott!

to allow members to complete all the requirements for 
Inland Navigator in less than one year.

Although the period covered by this nomination, 1 July 
2018-30 June 2021, includes the pandemic months where 
classroom teaching was shut down, he still managed a 
good record of teaching courses and seminars. He taught 
part or all of Weather, Engine Maintenance, Electrical 
Systems, Piloting, Advanced Piloting, Junior Navigation and 
ABC3. 

He also taught the VHF/DSC, Basic WX & Forecasting, How 
to Use a Chart, Using GPS, and Marine Radar Seminars. He 
taught himself the Sail, Cruise Planning and Radar courses.

Scott has a wide variety of interests and his education 
and experience help make him an exceptional teacher. 
Here are a couple of excerpts from supporting letters for 
his nomination: “Scott is a tireless collector and sharer of 

Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

Commander nominated for top award ...
(continued from page 1)

I can’t believe it has been a year already, seems like just 
yesterday I was being pledged as the Squadron Education-
al Officer.  Much has happened in spite of the pandemic 
and some of it for the better.  Just like working from 

home, the USPS/America’s Boating Club 
has gone virtual with many education 
seminars and courses.  They also added 
many short videos covering everything 
the recreational boater needs to know 
or would be interested in knowing.  Just 
google America’s Boating Channel for 

over 150 short videos, some only a few minutes long in 
the comfort of your own home and/or favorite chair. 

Large groups and social distancing prevented us from 
holding classes at Pensacola State College but we still 

managed to conduct two ABC classes of six students each, 
thanks to Island Cove Marina. 

 I feel the pandemic has been unfairly blamed for many 
of the predicaments we have experienced but it has truly 
hampered recruiting efforts.   Efforts are being made to 
tap into the growing paddle craft sport.  This is an area 
with new membership potential not to mention a younger 
population that could bring fresh participation and ideas. 
Remember paddle craft are still a vessel on the water and 
are required to abide by USCG Rules of the Road.

Certainly, it has been a challenging year and with the 
upcoming Change of Watch I will no longer be part of the 
Bridge.  I am looking forward to supporting the squadron 
from membership status and spending more time on the 
water.

2021 CHANGE OF WATCH IS TUESDAY - NOV 16
 McGuire’s Irish Pub – 5:30 p.m. 
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Commander (continued from page 1)

of the story”, and then tell them carpe diem.

On to the update - What’s happening? By the time this 
Lazy Log comes out our annual Rendezvous will be in the 
record books and I hope it will be a good one. We have 
lined up some good food, good activities, and an oppor-
tunity to enjoy some fellowship with our family on the 
water. I will try to get some pictures and send them to 
Becky before this issue comes out. Our next event is the 
Change of Watch dinner on Tuesday the 16th. We have a 
room reserved for us at McGuire’s Irish Pub on Gregory St 
– brews at 5:30, dinner at 6:00PM. Last month I wrote this 
paragraph about the Bridge, allow me to repeat it:

As you may suspect there is a lot of stuff that goes on 
behind the scenes in our squadron, and to pull it all off we 
rely on our Bridge officers to carry most of the load – for 
which I am very thankful! We are always encouraging our 
members to volunteer for a tour at the helm, and this year 
is no different. For the upcoming year we have openings 
for Executive Commander, and several At-Large positions. 
If you’d like to give it a try please let me know. Our Secre-
tary has sent out the official slate. 

At this point here are our ‘volunteers’: myself as Com-
mander for another year, John von Senden will take the 
Squadron Education Officer with Ron Swope as his Assis-
tant SEO and Member at Large, Steve Nauman will serve 
as Admin Officer for another year, Harry Hebb as our 
Treasurer, and Tod Shuls will join the Bridge as our Sec-
retary. As always, additions or changes are welcome. The 
COW is the one meeting each year where we get to dress 
up our bridge, stand them up, and take some pictures. I 
hope everyone will take this 
opportunity to join us for 
dinner, and say thanks to a 
dedicated team of boaters.

Let’s do a little ‘look back’ at 
an item from our maritime 
roots – the Sou’Wester. The 
sou’wester is a very unique 
rain hat that was developed 
by the fishermen of Glouces-
ter, Massachusetts and first 
appeared in 1837. The shape of the hat included a long, 
wide brim in the back that overlapped the collar on the 
raincoat and kept the rain water from going down your 
back. The narrow brim on the front of the hat was folded 
up to form a gutter that directed the water to the sides 
and away from your face. 

The name sou’wester stems from the fact that bad weath-
er on the Grand Banks fishing grounds came primarily 
from the North East (Nor’Easters) so you had to face south 
west to keep your face dry. The original sou’westers were 
made from heavy cotton 
sailcloth and waterproofed 
with linseed oil. Over the 
years the shape hasn’t 
changed much but the 
materials have. Today you 
can get a Sou’Wester made 
from PVC coated polyester 
with fleese lining and flan-
nel earflaps from Amazon.
com for about $60. Back in 
the late 1800’s, Gloucester 
made sou’westers sold for about $7 per dozen. These two 
pics shows a sou’wester wearing trawlerman from 1942, 
and what Amazon sells today.

On the nautical etymology side, I am afraid to say that we 
have hit the end of alphabet. I started this Etymology of 
Maritime Words column all the way back in the June 2019 
issue of the Lazy Log and here it is, 26 months and 26 Lazy 
Logs later and we’re finally in the Y’s – and I don’t have any 
Z’s. OK, two more Y’s, let’s do it. 

The word Yacht today usually brings up a mental image 
of a big, luxurious, very expensive boat used mainly for 
pleasure – the play toys of multi-millionaires. The word 
actually comes from the Dutch word jacht that means ‘to 
hurry’. It was anglicized to ‘yacht’ back in the days of sail 
and applied to light, fast vessels. Our last word takes us 
into the world of Pirate-speak. I’m sure you’ve seen in the 
movies or on TV a Pirate saying Arrrrrgh! Yes, that is actu-
ally based on a real word – Yarr. In pirate-speak it is the 
affirmative ‘aye’. 

Webster’s Unabridged defines it as ‘to growl or snarl as a 
dog’. And the Dictionary of English Nautical Language says 
Yarr comes from the High German word ‘garo’ which refers 
to a well designed, easy to handle boat. And there you 
have it mateys, nautical etymology from A to Y. I guess I’ll 
have to find topic to muse about next month.

‘til then
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Fun at the Rendezvous
Scott here.  Just got back from the Rendezvous at Navy Park, had 
a great time!  The weather was terrific, mostly sunny, about 80⁰ 
and a light breeze.  Todd Larson cooked up some delish sausages 
and some real frankfurters he brought back from up north.  We 
had some terrific salads, potato salad, Steve’s awesome baked 
beans (with beef, pulled pork, bacon, onions, BBQ sauce, and 
anything else he had handy), and all kinds of sweets.  Mike and 
Eve came by sailboat – powered by putt-putt – no wind.  After 
lunch, Todd and John von gave us a demo Vessel Safety Check 
for kayaks and SUPs.  Then he put the kayaks in the bay for folks 
to try pedaling.  Meanwhile, Ron was running the cushion toss.  
All the successful tossers put their name in the hat for the prize.  
Then I timed a few folks that wanted to challenge the 3 knot 
race.  Our clear winner amongst the Captains was Gene Mac 
with a time of 14 seconds – twice as fast as the runner up.  Terry 
Mac took the prize in the Admirals category.  A good time was 
had by all.

One more heads up.  The Change of Watch will be at McGuire’s 
Irish Pub on Tuesday Nov 16th – 5:30PM the brew flows, 6 PMish 
order dinner off the menu.  Let’s take this chance to say thanks 
to the bridge for all they do.

OK, one more – the Squadron Christmas Party.  Gene and Terry 
have offered to host this year’s party – Thanks!  Watch your 
email and the next Lazy Log for date and time details.
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like there weren’t enough hours in a day.

The Reason for the Seasons

The Moon also holds Earth’s 23.5-degree tilt fairly steady. 
Without that steadying hand, Earth would wobble much 
more, dramatically affecting the planet’s seasons and 
climate.

“Everything we know about the seasons would be com-
pletely out of whack,” says Paul Sutter, astrophysicist at 
the Flatiron Institute. At a certain angle, “Some places on 
the planet would hardly ever see the sun at all, and at oth-
ers the sun would be overhead for months on end.”

The change in Earth’s tilt would happen gradually, though, 
so we wouldn’t notice it instantly or likely even within our 
lifetime. But for animals that have evolved over millions 
of years to live in sync with seasons, it might be hard for 
them to adapt, even over what would seem to us like a 
long timescale.

Moon Museum

Losing the Moon would also mean losing a wealth of infor-
mation about the young Earth. Thanks to tectonic activity, 
there are no truly old rocks on Earth. But the geologically 
inactive Moon serves as a repository of information about 
what the Earth and the solar system were like billions of 
years ago.

For instance, the number of craters on the Moon tells 
scientists that there was a period of heavy bombardment 
by asteroids some 4.1 to 3.8 billion years ago. Chemical 
analysis of Moon rocks has also helped us learn how much 
of our planet’s water was brought to Earth by comets and 
asteroids.

“It gives us a record [for] understanding what was going on 
way back,” Siegler says. “Because we think the Moon and 
Earth formed in this giant impact together, learning about 
the Moon is learning about the formation of Earth.”

The Moon (continued from page 3)

  
Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron 

 
Report of the Nominating Committee 

Pursuant to the Bylaws of the Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron, Sections 5.2 through 5.7 and Section 6.8, 
the Nominating Committee nominates the following members to serve in the indicated office for the watch year 
2022.  Each member has been consulted as to their intentions and has agreed to serve in the indicated office.  
The Educational Officer and the Assistant Educational Officer have been approved by the District Educational 
Officer.  The vote on these nominations will be conducted at the Annual Meeting of this Squadron on Saturday 
13 November 2021. 

 
 Commander: Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
 Executive Officer: No nomination 
 Squadron Education Officer: John von Senden, JN 
 Administrative Officer: Steve Nauman, AP 
 Secretary: Todd Shuls, JN 
 Treasurer: Harry Hebb, SN  
 Past Commander: Charles Fosha Jr., AP-IN 
 Members-at-Large: Ron Swope, SN-IN 
   
   
 Audit Committee: David Simon, AP-IN (1 Year) 
  No nomination (2 Year) 
  No nomination (3 Year) 
 
 Rules Committee: No nomination (1 Year) 
  No nomination (2 Year)  
  No nomination (3 Year) 
 
 Nominating Committee: No nomination (1 Year) 
  No nomination  (2 Year)  
  No nomination (3 Year)  
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
Lt/C John von Senden, AP 
Squadron Secretary 


