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From the Commander

Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN
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SEO Todd Larson AP-IN

Squadron Educational Officer

Recommendations from the SEO

A view from the bridge ...
Ahoy me mateys. I’m sitting here this morning trying to 
put some words together to describe what I’m feeling. 
It’s Saturday morning Sept. 11. 

The television is on, muted, and the pictures from 20 
years ago flash by. Tears well up. 9/11 
is one of those events that you cannot 
forget. The surroundings and activities 
you were engaged in when you heard 
what happened are forever burned in 
your memory. Your feelings frozen in 
time. Everyone I talk to who was of age in 

2001 can tell you exactly what they were doing. For me 

it seems like it was just a few years ago, certainly not 20. 

I was a Project Manager for IBM assigned to Newport 
News Shipbuilding just across the bay from the Norfolk 
Naval Base. My office was just yards from the main 
security gate around the shipyard. I could look to the 
north and see the partially completed Virginia Class sub-
marine. I was working the engineering design systems 
on this sub. The south dry dock was being prepared 
for its next occupant. The Big “E” (Enterprise) had just 
pulled out after getting a refill – swap the old nuclear 
reactor for a new fully charged one. 

Up until a few years ago boaters did not have options 
when it came to having the required Visual Distress Sig-

nals (VDS), today there is. The below 
article is from USPS Safety Committee 
website. 

What is an equivalent Electronic Vi-
sual Distress Signal Device?

When inspecting boating safety equip-
ment, maritime officers and vessel safety check per-
sonnel may encounter a new electronic Visual Distress 

Signal Device (eVDSD) that meets the carriage require-
ments for nighttime distress signals.

 A Coast Guard CG-ENG Policy Letter 03-18 details 
that eVDSDs that meet the requirements of the Radio 
Technical Commission for Maritime Services (RTCM) 
Standard 13200.0 (i.e., the yellow S-O-S light pictured 
here) are now considered as acceptable nighttime visual 
distress signals under 33 CFR 175.130. The labeling on 
the RTCM Standard 13200.0 light will differ (i.e., "Com-
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting and social events 
during the calendar year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at … www.psps.me 
… or by contacting either the Com-
mander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come 
for the Boating Education … Stay 
for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN  
850-776-9736 … cdrpsps@currently.com

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time

Educational Officer – Lt/C Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … seopensacola@gmail.com

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 
rsnauman@hotmail.com

Secretary – Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 
850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@suddenlink.net

Past Commander – P/C Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 
850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com

Executive Committee At-Large
D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN -- seopsps@gmail.com

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

William Hinners, 10/3
Karen Disotelle, 10/8
Peggy Neely, 10/13

October Birthdays
Dean Hoffman, 10/14
David Blyth, 10/17
Billy Burchett, 10/29
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Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron 

 
Report of the Nominating Committee 

Pursuant to the Bylaws of the Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron, Sections 5.2 through 5.7 and Section 6.8, 
the Nominating Committee nominates the following members to serve in the indicated office for the watch year 
2022.  Each member has been consulted as to their intentions and has agreed to serve in the indicated office.  
The Educational Officer and the Assistant Educational Officer have been approved by the District Educational 
Officer.  The vote on these nominations will be conducted at the Annual Meeting of this Squadron on Saturday 
13 November 2021. 

 
 Commander: Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
 Executive Officer: No nomination 
 Squadron Education Officer: John von Senden, JN 
 Administrative Officer: Steve Nauman, AP 
 Secretary: Todd Shuls, JN 
 Treasurer: Harry Hebb, SN  
 Past Commander: Charles Fosha Jr., AP-IN 
 Members-at-Large: Ron Swope, SN-IN 
   
   
 Audit Committee: David Simon, AP-IN (1 Year) 
  No nomination (2 Year) 
  No nomination (3 Year) 
 
 Rules Committee: No nomination (1 Year) 
  No nomination (2 Year)  
  No nomination (3 Year) 
 
 Nominating Committee: No nomination (1 Year) 
  No nomination  (2 Year)  
  No nomination (3 Year)  
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
Lt/C John von Senden, AP 
Squadron Secretary 
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Commander (continued from page 1)

(Continued on next page)

Directly across from me was the assembly yard where 
they were laying the keel for the new Ronald Reagan 
aircraft carrier. For the most part it was a normal day, 
until someone hollered across the room “a plane just 
flew into the World Trade Center.” Many of us headed 
out onto the sidewalk and looked to the north – like we 
were going to see anything? Right? The crowd on the 
sidewalk grew and all the “what if” stories started. Then 
someone stepped out of the office and said “a second 
plane just flew into the second tower.” All the ‘what ifs’ 
stopped, we knew exactly what happened. We were at-
tacked. The chatter became “what now?” 

In less than an hour the “what now” became obvi-
ous. Activity in the shipyard stopped. Traffic essentially 
ceased. Forklifts began moving concrete crash barriers 
around the gates and entrances to our buildings. All 
around us fully armed and uniformed military police 
showed up and ushered us back into our buildings and 
told us to wait for further instructions. Then IBM upper 
management notified our Program Director, all flights 
over the east coast had been grounded and cancelled; 
return to your apartments and suites and hunker down 
for as long as it takes. 

On the way back to the Townplace Suites I stopped at 
the grocery store and picked up some groceries, this 
was going to be awhile. The next week I flew home. Yes, 
I remember 9/11. I will never forget 9/11. But what I 
cherish even more is my remembrance of the next day, 
9/12. Overnight our country changed. We forgot about 
Democrat vs Republican, conservative or liberal, rich or 
poor, black or white. We became once again Americans. 
We were one, united, invincible – Americans. 9/11 was 
burned in my memory, but 9/12 was burned on my 
heart. 

And that is my prayer for today. We should remember 
what happened on 9/11, and we should strive to find 
the America we had on 9/12. As a member and an offi-
cer in the US Power Squadron I am proud of and thank-
ful for the opportunity to belong to an organization 
dedicated to Community Service, Continuing Education, 
and Fraternity. These are values we can share. As an 
officer I am grateful for the opportunity to open each of 
our general meeting with an invocation, encouraging us 
to thank The Almighty for the blessings He bestows on 
us and to petition Him to guide, guard and protect our 
men and women in uniform at home and abroad, and 
keep us safe at sea. We are a wonderful Nation, let’s 
strive to protect it.

OK, let that be my musings for the month. What’s hap-

pening? Our September general meeting is coming up in 
a couple days, but this Lazy Log will come out a week or 
two after that. I hope we will have a good turnout, en-
joy some boating fellowship, have some delicious BBQ, 
and learn something about Docking. I will try to take 
some pictures for Becky to put in the Log. Next up we 
have the Rendezvous on Saturday Oct. 23 at the Navy 
Recreation/Campground on Perdido Bay. The squadron 
will be providing hot dogs and sausage and the fixings, 
I’ll bring a big bowl of potato salad. Bring your drinks 
and if you have something you’d like us to ‘taste test’ 
for you, bring it along. We’ll have some activities to test 
our boating skills: a PFD Cushion throw, a knot test, and 
a kayak paddle. Please respond to me (850-776-9736 
/ cdrpsps@currently.com) or Steve Nauman (630-926-
1252 / rsnauman@hotmail.com) with a headcount 
so we can order enough meat. After that on our Fall 
agenda is the Change of Watch (COW) meeting which 
will be Saturday, Nov. 13. We have been hard pressed to 
get more than about 15 people for our general meet-
ings, and that is too few to get it catered. So we will be 
looking at options with a private space and order off the 
menu.

As you may suspect there is a lot of stuff that goes on 
behind the scenes in our squadron, and to pull it all off 
we rely on our Bridge officers to carry most of the load 
– for which I am very thankful! We are always encourag-
ing our members to volunteer for a tour at the helm, 
and this year is no different. For the upcoming year we 
have openings for Executive Commander, and several 
At-Large positions. If you’d like to give it a try please let 
me know. 

Our Secretary will be sending out the official slate soon. 
At this point here are our ‘volunteers’: myself as Com-
mander for another year, John von Senden will take 
the Squadron Education Officer with Ron Swope as his 
Assistant SEO and Member at Large, Steve Nauman will 
serve as Admin Officer for another year, Harry Hebb as 
our Treasurer, and Tod Shuls will join the Bridge as our 
Secretary. As always, additions or changes are welcome. 
The COW is the one meeting each year where we get 
to dress up our bridge, stand them up, and take some 
pictures. I hope everyone will take this opportunity to 
join us for dinner, and say thanks to a dedicated team of 
boaters.

Next month I’ll get back to some musing about our mar-
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(Continued from page 1)SEO
plies with RTCM Standard 13200.0 for an eVDSD"), but 
the light is nonetheless acceptable. The standards for 
daytime signaling device(s) (e.g., handheld flares and/or 
the orange distress flag) have not changed. 

The lights meeting RTCM Standard 13200.0 have a new 
distress signal characteristic in the form of dual color 
cyan and red-orange S-O-S light sequence. The Coast 
Guard has deemed these eVDSDs as equivalent to the 
lights meeting 46 CFR 161.013. 

Officers and vessel examiners should inspect the eVDSD 
for good and serviceable condition and look for the 
RTCM Standard 13200.0 or USCG language on the prod-
uct. 

Another resource is the "Equipment List" published by 
the USCG. The equipment list database contains search-
able listings of equipment and materials approved or 
certified by the US Coast Guard for use on recreational 
boats and commercial vessels. The listing for this new 
eVDSD would look similar to RTCM 13200.0 eVDSD 
161.013/9/0. 

More information about eVDSD can be found here: 
Maritime Commons Have questions? 

Contact RBSInfo@uscg.mil US Coast Guard Office of 
Auxiliary and Boating Safety www.USCGBOATING.org

itime roots. On the nautical etymology side, I am afraid 
to say that we are running out of alphabet. I started this 
Etymology of Maritime Words column all the way back 
in the June 2019 issue of the Lazy Log and here it is, 25 
months and 25 Lazy Logs later and we’re in the W’s. We 
can do some more W’s this month and maybe finish it 
all up with a few W’s and Y’s next month.

Here’s a phrase I’m sure you’ve heard before – the 
Whole Nine Yards. Today you would use that phrase to 
mean you putting everything you have into it. The origin 
traces back to the sailing ships and their sails. Most sail-
ing ships had three masts: the fore, the main, and the 
mizzen. Each mast would have three yards on which the 
sails were hung: the mainsail, the topsail, and the royal 
sail. If all nine sails were up and pulling, you had the 
whole nine yards. Another word is Windfall. In today’s 
lingo it would refer to any unexpected and favorable 
event that brought you material improvement, like $$. 

In the days of sail it meant any unexpected burst of 
wind, coming from the right direction that helped you 
go faster. 

One more, Wale. In the academic world today a wale is 
a raised strip or ridge on the skin that results from strik-
ing or whipping (the round ones are called whelps). In 
the pop culture, Wale is an American rapper (Olubowale 
Victor Akintimehin) who came to prominence in the 
Washington DC area in 2006. In the world of sailing 
ships, the wales are the extra thick, heavy strakes (hori-
zontal boards) that make up the lower side of the ship 
where it is prone to being rammed or hitting floating 
objects. OK, we’ll probably finish up the etymology next 
month.

That’s a wrap for now …

(Continued from previous page)

Our Fall Rendezvous! 
Oct. 23 | Navy Recreation Campground

Squadron provides hotdogs, sausage and fixings
The Commander is bringing potato salad

BYOB and a side dish or dessert
(850-776-9736 / cdrpsps@currently.com) or  

Steve Nauman (630-926-1252 / rsnauman@hotmail.com)
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Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron | America's Boating Club 
Executive Committee Meeting 

September Minutes 
 

1700 Tuesday 7 September 2021 
Teleconference:  URL: https://join.freeconferencecall.com/scottrathkamp 

Meeting ID:  scottrathkamp 
Telephone:  (727) 731-1806 

 
 

Call to Order 
• The Executive Committee meeting opened at 1700 with the following in attendance: 

o Commander Scott Rathkamp, SN  
o Squadron Educational Officer (SEO) Lt/C Todd Larson, AP-IN 
o Administrative Officer Lt/C Steve Nauman, AP 
o Secretary Lt/C John von Senden, JN 
o D15 District Educational Officer D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 

• Quorum  
o The Secretary announced quorum was present. 

Reports: 

Commander’s Report – CDR Scott Rathkamp  
• The September General Membership Meeting will be held Tuesday 14 September 2021 at Island 

Cove Marina.  The dinner will be pulled pork sandwiches by Hot Spot Barbeque.  Scott will pick 
up the sandwiches, Harry will bring his ice chest (with ice). 

• The Fall Rendezvous is still scheduled for Saturday 23 October at the Blue Angels Recreation 
Center.  The food will be hot dogs and sausages – in honor of Octoberfest – along with buns and 
condiments.  The activities still include a Cushion toss, a three-line knots exercise, a Kayak VSC 
demo, and Kayak races to a set buoy.  Promotion will be handled by Steve and Harry. 

• Nomination of 2022 Officers.  The consensus for the 2022 slate is: 
o Commander: Scott Rathkamp, SN 
o Squadron Educational Officer: John von Senden, JN 
o Administrative Officer:  Steve Nauman, AP 
o Secretary: Todd Schuls, JN 
o Treasurer: Harry Hebb, SN 
o Board Member at Large:  Ron Swope, SN-IN 

Todd Larson, AP-IN will remain as VSC Chair.  Ron Swope will remain ASEO. 
• The Change of Watch (CoW) is scheduled for Saturday 13 November 2021, currently at Island 

Cove Marina.  The consensus was to investigate alternative venues.  John will see if Pensacola 
Yacht Club is available.  If it isn’t Steve will investigate other options. 

Squadron Educational Officer Report – Lt/C Todd Larson  
• The September ABC only had one-person express interest and thy haven’t signed up.  Therefore, 

the class will likely not happen. 
• Todd reported the Squadron has completed 27 VSCs of which 23 passed.  Four members are 

qualified for next year, two are not. 


