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SEO Todd Larson AP-IN

Squadron Educational Officer
Recommendations from the SEO

A view from the bridge ...
Ahoy me mateys. Just when I thought we were getting 
back to “normal,” here comes COVID again – this time as 
a more infectious variant, Delta. And as you can imagine, 

our plans took the hit. Last month I told 
you about our plans to hold the Fall Ren-
dezvous on September 11 at the Blue Angel 
Recreation Area on Perdido Bay. Well, 
COVID trashed that plan. We are hoping 
that this Delta scare will not last as long this 
time, so we are in process of rescheduling 

the Rendezvous to Saturday the Oct. 23. Watch your email 
for an announcement when the plans are firmed up – and 
keep your fingers crossed. We may be sliding on the Ren-
dezvous but we are not giving up on September. 

We will do our regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, 
Sept. 14, at the Island Cove Marina, 5:30PM – 7:30PM, 
806 Lakewood Rd.  We’ve met there the last few general 
meetings and it is working out well. I am looking forward 
to the meal in September, it is my favorite, Hot Spot BBQ 
in Pensacola. We will pick up the makings of Pulled Pork 
Sandwiches with Beans and Slaw. Bring your drinks. We 
will have a contributions jar to cover our costs. I don’t 
want to have too much extra or anybody go hungry so I 
will definitely need a head count if you are planning to 
come. When Steve sends the email out to everyone with 
the meeting details & reminder, please Reply with your 

Being an avid boater, I have found the below US Coast 
Guard Safety App to be very useful. I recommend all boat-
ers to at least check it out. The app can be found at http://

uscgboating.org/mobile/                  

•Find the latest safety regulations 
•Request a vessel safety check 
•Check your safety equipment 
•File a float plan 
•Navigation Rules 
•Find the nearest NOAA buoy 

•Report a hazard 
•Report pollution 
•Report suspicious activity 
•Request emergency assistance

As the nation’s recreational boating safety coordinator, the 
Coast Guard works to minimize loss of life, personal injury, 
property damage, and environmental harm. Our boating 
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting and social events 
during the calendar year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at … www.psps.me 
… or by contacting either the Com-
mander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come 
for the Boating Education … Stay 
for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN  
850-776-9736 … cdrpsps@currently.com

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time

Educational Officer – Lt/C Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … seopensacola@gmail.com

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 
rsnauman@hotmail.com

Secretary – Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 
850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@suddenlink.net

Past Commander – P/C Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 
850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com

Executive Committee At-Large
D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN -- seopsps@gmail.com

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

Jim Zimmerly, 9/9
Robert Wilkerson, 9/13
Claudia Wickham, 9/16
Michael Alexander, 9/16
Todd Shuls, 9/19

September Birthdays
James Yenzer, 9/20
Joan Simon, 9/20
Charles Blair, 9/21
Michael Brand, 9/30

www.psps.me
mailto:cdrpsps@currently.com
mailto:seopensacola@gmail.com
mailto:rsnauman@hotmail.com
mailto:john@southerngirl.net
mailto:harry@hebb.me
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
mailto:cfosha@gmail.com
www.psps.me
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District Educational Officer

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN
Digital Selective Calling
VHF radios, while not required by the U.S. Coast Guard for 
recreational vessels under 20 meters, are highly recom-
mended as a piece of vital safety equipment for most 

boaters.  For over 20 years these fixed 
radios and many hand held types 
have had a feature built into them 
called digital selective calling or DSC.  

To use this feature, you have to have 
an MMSI or Maritime Mobile Ser-
vice Identity number.  This 9-digit 

number identifies your specific transmitting and receiving 
equipment on your boat including VHF, medium and high 
frequency radio, AIS (automatic Identification System) but 
not EPIRBs.  I’m guessing that the application process is 
what scares most people away from obtaining an MMSI 
and thus access to this vital safety feature.  

One report I read said less than 10% of new radio buyers 
ever obtain their number. If you boat only in domestic 
waters you can get your number free through USPS at this 
URL: https://www.usps.org/php/mmsi_new/index.php .  
You can also get it through Boat US and there are others.  
If you boat in international waters, including Mexico, Can-
ada and the Bahamas, you need to apply to the Federal 
Communications Commission. See www.fcc.gov/formpage.
html. Form 605 applies.

Originally, the idea was to interface the radio with a GPS 
or chartplotter so that in an emergency, by pressing the 
Distress Button, your radio would automatically send a 
distress call on channel 70 indicating your position from 
your GPS and giving your description from your MMSI 
information.  

Newer radios have the GPS function built into the radio 
and with these there is no need to interface with your 
chartplotter, except for redundancy.  We stress in all our 
boating classes, DSC, if properly used, takes the search out 
of search and rescue.  At a very stressful time you don’t 
have to try to tell someone on the radio where you are, 
read coordinates off your chartplotter or give them the 
color of your boat.  

All you have to do, is lift the red cover and hold the button 
for 3-5 seconds.  Everything else is preprogrammed and 
done automatically.  Different radios may look and work 
slightly different but the idea is the same.

Why the cover? Why the 3-5 seconds?  That’s to prevent 

accidental calls.  Once that call goes through it’s like mak-
ing a May Day call on your radio except that the Coast 
Guard will quickly know who made it from the informa-
tion in your MMSI application.  If you should accidently 
make a call, immediately hit the cancel button if your radio 
has one.  This will transmit a cancel message.  If not, turn 
the radio off, then immediately turn it back on.  Then, on 
channel 16, transmit the following: “All Vessels, this is (ves-
sel’s name and MMSI number) cancel my inadvertent DSC 
alert (give date and time).” 

There are hefty fines for making false distress calls includ-
ing search and rescue costs.  None of this should keep you 
from getting an MMSI number.  Between the spring loaded 
cover over the button and the need to hold it down for a 
few seconds, it is almost impossible to accidently make 
a call.  Test calls can be made for the DSC function, but 
definitely NOT with the red distress button.  Check your 
instruction book for the proper procedure for your radio.

DSC can also be used for non-emergency communications 
with other boats having DSC if you plug in their MMSI 
numbers.  It works something like a telephone.  You can 
set it up to call individual boats or groups of boats, very 
much like Email groups.  If you sell your boat and the radio 
goes with the boat, be a pal.  Give the buyer the user 
name and password for your MMSI.  That way the new 
owner can change the owner contact information such as 
address, phone number, etc., without having to send the 
radio back to the factory to have it cleared, before a new 
number can be entered. 

Digital Selective Calling is on most VHF radios out there 
today and yet the majority of recreational boaters haven’t 
bothered to get the Marine Mobile Service Identity num-
ber necessary to make it fully functional.  Have you?      

Fixed Station VHF/DSC radio.  Red button on lower right 
with cover is distress button.  When held down for sev-
eral seconds will automatically send predetermined dis-
tress signal with present geographic coordinates when 
interfaced with GPS.

https://www.usps.org/php/mmsi_new/index.php
http://www.fcc.gov/formpage.html
http://www.fcc.gov/formpage.html
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Commander (continued from page 1)
count. I’ve been asking for some time now for volunteers 
to give us a short talk or slide show at our general meet-
ings – I have one ‘maybe next year’. So you know you are 
going to have to suffer through another of my Meet/Eat/
Learn/Quiz/Prize. I only have one coffee cup left so you 
really do need to step up and take a turn …

Also on our Fall agenda is the Change of Watch meeting 
which will be Saturday, Nov. 13. We are thinking about 
having that dinner catered, so I really need some feel for 
how many people will be there so the caterer can do some 
planning – we can’t wait until November. If there is a rea-
sonable chance you will be able to attend our CoW, please 
let me know as soon as you can. Email me at cdrpsps@
currently.com or call 850-776-9736. On the topic of CoW, 
I would love to get some more participation in our Squad-
ron’s leadership. The Bridge meets once a month for about 
1 hour, and we usually take July and August off or meet by 
conference call. If you’d like to get your feet wet without 
a heavy commitment, we have several “at large” openings 
on the Bridge. If you have some secretary skills, like taking 
minutes for two meetings per month’, we would definitely 
like to hear from you! Our current Secretary (John von 
Senden) is ready to move up the ranks toward Commander 
so I can go back to being the Squadron Education Officer. 
Think about it, a couple of hours a month for which you 
get a good feeling of giving back and community service.

We also have a new member to welcome aboard. Mary 
Laura Stagno joined the USPS and our Squadron on June 
30. Her official address is in Birmingham AL but she spends 
much time here in Pensacola. She will get a copy of this 
newsletter this month and of course an email about our 
meetings and rendezvous. Hope to see her soon and of-

ficially welcome her aboard.

OK, now it’s time to do my thing, some musing and nauti-
cal etymology. As a member of the Power Squadron I can 
safely assume you have taken one or more of our basic 
boating classes. In both the ABC class and the Seamanship 
(Boat Handling) class we have a section that deals with 
the lights we must display when operating at night. If you 
have taken the Rules of the Road seminar, then you are 
well trained in the various navigation light configurations 
for many kinds of watercraft. But, have you ever wondered 
where all this light stuff got started? 

Let’s look. Prior to 1850 there were no navigation lights 
required anywhere around the Atlantic basin. If you saw 
a light on a boat it was probably just someone walking 
around with a lantern. In 1836 a British Royal Commission 
recommended that every steamship be required to display 
a lantern, visible in all directions, from sunset to sunrise. 

For 20 years it was essentially ignored. By the late 1840’s 
collisions involving British ship was becoming a real prob-
lem. In one year, they recorded 3,064 collisions resulting 
in the sinking of 9 steamships and 270 sailing vessels. In 
1849 Captain Evans presents his solution to the problem to 
the authorities and the steamship owners. He developed 
the concept of displaying a forward facing white light high 
enough on the boat so that it could be clearly seen from 
straight ahead to two points abaft the beam on both sides. 
This would allow a sailor to see another ship that may be 
on a collision course. Now that you can see him, how do 
you avoid him? Captain Evans proposed that each ship 
should have a red light below and forward of the white 
light. This light should be visible from dead ahead to 2 
points abaft the port beam. A green light should be placed 
on the starboard side of the ship, also visible from dead 
ahead to 2 points abaft the starboard beam. The combina-
tion of the white, red, and green light should allow you 
to see and avoid another ship. Sailing vessels were on 
required to carry the white light.

This was generally adopted first by the steamship compa-
nies and later the general boating community – collisions 
dropped off measurably. Later in 1858 the red and green 
light requirements were implemented for sailing vessels 
also. The first International Maritime Conference in 1889 
finally saw the USA and other maritime countries adopt 
these requirements. Collisions in crowded harbors and 
shipping channels was reduced dramatically. Today we are 
guided by the International Regulations for the Prevention 
of Collision at Sea, usually referred to as the COLREGS or 
The Rules Of The Road. Rule 20 through Rule 31 describe 
the lights, patterns, colors, and types of vessels. Annex I 

(Continued from next page)

mailto:cdrpsps@currently.com
mailto:cdrpsps@currently.com
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deals with the technical aspects of the lights themselves 
and the positioning.

OK, how about a little nautical etymology. Let’s do a cou-
ple of W words this month and finish up W’s and Y’s next 
month. Start with the phrase wash out. Today it refers 
to a person that has failed to come up to standard and is 
removed from the program. In the days of sail, communi-
cations between ships was done visually, usually by flags. 

The captain would write the message to send on a slate 
board and hand it to the flagsman. He would select the 
flags, attach them to the line, and run up the message. 
He would then wipe off the slate board and write on the 
board the return message from the flags flown by the 
other ship. This was called ‘washing out the slate’. As the 
conversation continued ship to ship, the slate board would 
be washed out many times. How about Weather the 
storm? 

In today’s usage it usually refers to a person. Does the 
person have the ability to survive some upcoming difficul-
ties and still get the job done. In the days of sail, it meant 
exactly what it said – does the ship have the ability to 
endure an upcoming storm and keep on sailing, or are we 
all going to be adrift or swimming. The last phrase to look 
at is whipping boy. We use the word today to imply that 
someone is taking blame for something he didn’t do or 

covering up for the person responsible. On an old sailing 
ship all the lines and ropes were laid up. A simple laid up 
rope begins with short fibers from a sisal or hemp plant. 
The fibers are spun or twisted (usually in a right handed 
twist) into a yarn just like you would see from the spinning 
wheels making cloth. 

The dozens of yarns are then spun under tension in a 
left handed twist into a strand. Three of these strands is 
then twisted together in a right handed twist into a rope. 
To prevent these ropes and lines from unraveling all the 
way back to individual fibers the end would be whipped. 
Whipping consists of wrapping a much smaller laid up 
string around the line until a collar is formed 2 to 4 times 
the diameter of the line. The whipping string ends are 
then knotted and pulled into the rope or under the collar. 
The final whipping could be coated with tar or pine pitch 
to make it waterproof. If you didn’t do a good job on the 
whipping it would come apart under use and the rope 
would unravel. It is hard to work with lines that are frayed 
– tying knots, threading blocks (pulley), and attaching 
hardware. It was impossible to reweave the strands from 
fibers so the frayed ends had to be cut off and the whip-
ping started over again. The sailors that made poor whips 
would be lightly punished and called whipping boys. Next 
month, the last of our etymology words.

That’s a wrap for this month. ‘Til next month …

(Continued from page 1)SEO
safety program involves public education programs, regu-
lation of boat design and construction, approval of boating 
safety equipment and vessel safety checks for compliance 
with federal and state safety requirements. The Coast 
Guard 

App supports these missions by providing the essential 
services and information most commonly requested by 
boaters.

Features of the app include: state boating information; 
a safety equipment checklist; free boating safety check 
requests; navigation rules; float plans; and calling features 
to report pollution or suspicious activity. 

When location services are enabled, users can receive the 
latest weather reports from the closest National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration weather buoys as well as 
report the location of a hazard on the water.

The app also features an Emergency Assistance button 
which, with locations services enabled, will call the closest 
Coast Guard command center. The Boating Safety Mobile 
app was not designed to replace a boater’s marine VHF 
radio, which the Coast Guard strongly recommends all 
boaters have aboard their vessels. The app was mainly 
designed to provide additional boating safety resources for 
mobile device users.

The app is self-contained, so personal information is stored 
on the phone and is not sent to the Coast Guard unless the 
user chooses to send it. The Coast Guard does not track a 
user’s location, and the app does not track a user’s loca-
tion unless the app is being used.

(Continued from page 4)
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Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron 
http://www.psps.me 

Presents to the Public 

America’s Boating Course 
Pensacola State College Warrington Campus 

Sept 21 (6:00 – 8:30 pm) Sept 23 (6:00-8:30 pm) 
Sep 28 (6:00 – 8:30 pm) Sept 30 (6:00 – 8:30 pm) 

Classroom 3205 
 

Subjects covered include: Florida Boating Laws, Boat Terms, Boat 
Handling, Anchoring, Boat Equipment Requirements, Navigation Rules, 

Aids to Navigation, Adverse Conditions, VHF Radio, Trailering and 
Personal Water Craft 

Questions answered about YOUR boat/boating and our LOCAL waters 
Course meets the requirements for the Florida Boating Safety Education ID card 

Required to operate a power boat if born after 1/1/1988 

No Registration Fee or Tuition 
Text Book $40.00 Includes Tax 

Two students may share course materials 
For More Information Contact: 

All participants are welcome. If you need special accommodations please contact: 

Todd Larson seopensacola@gmail.com 
850-497-0358 

 
To Register Online go to  https://www.usps.org/cgi-bin-nat/eddept/800/getregformx.cgi?C-17986 

Please share with interested friends!


