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From the Commander

Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN MacNaughton, JN-IN, Lt/C John von Senden, JN, and Tod 
Shuls, JN-IN. They all passed with flying colors and Gene 
booked a high score of 97! Over the years I have taken 
every course the USPS has to offer, and the JN class is, 
in my experience, the most challenging. Let’s give these 
new navigators a hearty ‘well done’, they have earned it.

After our rendezvous in September, beginning in Oc-
tober, we will get back to our regular monthly dinner 
meetings. 

Our last two meetings have been at the Island Cove Ma-
rine on Chico Bayou and it seems to go over well, so we 
will probable try that again.

Once again I ask for help with the program/talk after-
wards. I will always have a fallback ready with a boat-
ing video/quiz/prize, but I know that gets tired after a 
while. I am sure that with our diverse group there are 
folks with some interesting stories to tell and pictures 
to show. Boating topics are always good, but I think any 
travel experience we would enjoy watching. Think about 
the story you would like to tell and we’ll get you in the 
schedule.

(Continued on Page 4)

SEO Todd Larson AP-IN

Squadron Educational Officer

Some changes for Vessel Examiners

Ahoy, me mateys. Here we are in a hot and RAINY sum-
mer. It is mid-July, as I look out my home office window 
and what is it doing? Raining again! We are over a foot 
above where we should be at this time of the year, and the 
forecast for next week is 6 days of 60% - 80% precipitation. 
Ark anyone?

We are taking July and August off for 
our many vacation plans – but – we are 
planning for a big get together in Septem-
ber. We will have our Fall Rendezvous at 
the Blue Angel Naval Recreation Area on 
Sept 11. We are still in the planning stage 
so watch your email for the official flyer 
when it comes out soon. If you have a 

friend that is interested in boating, bring him/her along. 
In addition to the picnic we will have games and activities, 
and of course we can celebrate our escape from ‘lock-
down’ and enjoy some fellowship with our boating family.

Last month I mentioned that we had three members that 
completed the Junior Navigation class, took the final exam 
and were waiting for the results. The results are in and I’m 
proud to recognize our three new Junior Navigators: Gene 

A view from the bridge ...

The squadron continues its education programs with the 
completion of another ABC boating 
class. Eight students passed the last 
course with at least one new member. 

I I want to shift gears and talk about 
recent changes that have come about 
for Vessel Examiners. If you are a Ves-
sel Examiner and/or a under instruc-

tion Examiner you are required to view the Power Point 
presentation that is on the USPS website under the Safety 
Department by 15 August 2021, it’s a US Coast Guard re-
quirement. Completion notification that you have viewed 
the presentation has to be made to the VSC Chair (seopen-
sacola@gmail.com) prior to 13 August, I will be submitting 
the required form to USPS on 15 August for members that 
have completed the requirement. 
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting and social events 
during the calendar year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at … www.psps.me 
… or by contacting either the Com-
mander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come 
for the Boating Education … Stay 
for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN  
850-776-9736 … cdrpsps@currently.com

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time

Educational Officer – Lt/C Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … seopensacola@gmail.com

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 
rsnauman@hotmail.com

Secretary – Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 
850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@suddenlink.net

Past Commander – P/C Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 
850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com

Executive Committee At-Large
D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN -- seopsps@gmail.com

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

Kevin Yochum, Aug. 3
Bill Neshem, Aug. 6
Levi Drake, Aug. 7
Bill Wickham, Aug. 13

August Birthdays
Anita Wilkerson, Aug. 13
Ronald Qualls, Aug. 19
Charles Fosha, Aug. 25

www.psps.me
mailto:cdrpsps@currently.com
mailto:seopensacola@gmail.com
mailto:rsnauman@hotmail.com
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Who Said You Can’t Have Fun at a ABClub National Meeting?

“Why should I attend a National Meeting?” “What’s in it 
for me?”  ABClub/USPS National Meetings attendees often 
hear this from other members.  The reason anyone should 
attend any “meeting” is to have fun!  What is fun?  With 
lots of committees and a range of times and dates for 

meetings, members find time before, 
in between, and after to meet other 
members, participate in the group 
events and even attend the offsite 
events.   Never been to a national 
meeting?  Be sure and sign up as a 
First Timer! You will be invited to 
meet national leadership and other 
First Timer attendees.  Traveling with 
a friend or spouse who is active and 

attending meetings?  Join others for offsite events such as 
boating and/or kayaking followed by lunch.  Don’t want to 
get wet or be outside?  Why not join the group for High 
Tea, or touring the Natural Science Museum?  Did you 
know the Natural Science Museum is the largest in the 
southeast US?  You will not want to miss this!  

In addition to individual committee/department meetings, 
you can check out some interesting seminars and top-
ics.  “Introduction to the New Information Center”, “How 
Not to Recruit”, “Your Squadron Activities Hit Parade”, 
“21st Century Tools for Teaching in the Blended Learning 
Environment” and “Building and Delivering PowerPoint 
Presentations in Today’s Online World” are just a few.  The 
entire agenda is available online.

Opening the meeting is our Keynote Speaker, Kevin P. Duf-
fus.  We have all heard about WWII activity off the North 
Carolina coast, but I do not think we knew the extent.  
Come learn about the War Zone: World War II off North 
Carolina’s Outer Banks.  This speaker is sure to be interest-
ing.

Wednesday evening come join us for Friends Night.  We 
will be gathering for dinner then some fun entertainment 
with games and challenges.  This event is for everyone, 
and it was a big hit at our last in-person national meeting 
in 2020 Annual Meeting.

Thursday, September 2, we will all gather for an entertain-
ing Murder Mystery Dinner Theater!  With a large cast, 
it is sure to be entertaining and lots of laughs with your 
friends participating!  Can you guess the murderer?  It may 
be someone you know and sitting next to you.   Do not let 
your guard down!

On Thursday and Friday, stop in the Meet and Greet room. 
This room is for us to have a place to chat, have small 
group meetings, gather with friends to play cards or other 
games or just to relax. 

If you have never been to the USPS headquarters building, 
multiple free tours are being offered. The library is a must 
see!

Saturday offers a busy day of the Governing Board meet-
ing, the group luncheons and ending the conference with 
a 50’s Sock Hop!  Yes, go back in time with some of your 
favorite tunes, and a Blue Plate Special!  Costume, sock, 
and dance contests will provide lots of fun for participants 
and people watchers. 

Also, to help keep prices down, we are offering a fund-
raiser.  Buy a chance for two free nights in Ponte Vedra, 
FL (2022 Annual Meeting) for $10!  Fundraiser is only 
available in Raleigh at the National Meeting 2022 Annual 
Meeting display table.

National Meetings are designed to communicate and 
share ideas to members, boating community friends, 
squadrons and districts.  Along with the business, comes 
lots of opportunities to have fun with our boating friends.  
It is not all work, but also times to meet others, make new 
friends, and get to know those you know, more!  Come 

V/C Harry Hebb, SN

From the National Secretary

join us and make your post-quarantine time a fun one!

(Check out the National Meeting Reservation site for a list 
of all meetings and events, meeting details, times / dates 
and reservations for meals and offsite.   https://www.usps.
org/php/reservations_new/meetings.php?mtg_id=40.  

We are also looking for new team members! Contact 
chair Arlene Anderson (arlene.anderson47@yahoo.com) 
for more information. Some work is done at the meeting 
and some is done before.  Some jobs are for a few hours 
and some are for more.  For example, we need volunteers 
who can use Word and/or Excel, send emails, make phone 
calls to hotel area businesses, chat with guests at the 
meeting and more!  You won’t be disappointed.
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District Educational Officer

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN

Boating laws vary by state

(Continued from page 1)SEO
The following are highlights and changes to the Vessel 
Safety Check;

• *Recreational Boat Engine Cutoff Switch (ECOS), 
Federal Law change effective April 1, 2021. This new 
law will improve safety for all recreational boaters by 
reducing the potential for propeller injuries to recre-
ational vessel operators, other users of the nation’s 
waterways, and marine law enforcement officers 
responsible for responding to runaway boats.

• *Propane Power, Propane is heavier than air. Dur-
ing VSC, check for propane smell, check hoses and 
tank for obvious defects. Escaping propane will sink 
to the lowest point it can find. If enough collects, an 
explosion from a stray spark is a distinct possibility. 
Propane powered outboard engines are available. 
Currently no regulations on tanks. CG recommends 
tanks be treated as portable fuel tanks. Decal can be 
awarded if no other discrepancies.

• *Fire Extinguisher, Portable Fire Extinguisher Guid-
ance policy letter found at: 2020 Policy Letters (usc-

gaux.info). Review the policy letter to understand the 
changes. 

• *New Life Jacket Labels, the traditional “Types” 
categories are going away. New labeling system relies 
more on icons. Older jackets and flotation aids labeled 
by “type” still meet regulatory requirements until no 
longer serviceable. Two Categories: Wearable and 
Throwable. Wearable life jackets will be divided into 
five buoyancy categories: 50, 70, 100, 150, and 275 
Newtons (metric to harmonize with Canadian stan-
dards). 

• *What’s New for Radio Checks, Sea Tow discontinued 
their automated radio check platform on 2 Oct 20. 
Coast Guard offers automated DSC Test Call capability 
from Rescue 21, checks with other boaters should be 
made on VHF-FM CH 09. 

I have just highlighted some of the changes that the US 
Coast Guard has implemented recently, all members and 
Vessel Examiners are encouraged to review the PPT on the 
USPS website under the Safety Department. 

The Inland Navigation Rules that we have today became 
effective in 1981 following the International Rules that 

Congress adopted in 1977. These 
rules apply to all inland waters in all 
of the U.S. States. Individual states do 
make many laws and rules that per-
tain to aspects of boating within their 
individual jurisdictions pertaining to 
such things as water skiing, scuba 
diving and snorkeling, age when you 
may operate a boat, boater education 

requirements, safety equipment, and others. 

Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is in District 15 which 
includes parts of Florida, Alabama, Mississippi and Loui-
siana. While many of the state laws are consistent, many 
are not. Take boater education. Florida requires a boater 
safety ID card for anyone operating a motorboat of 10HP 
or more if they were born on or after 1 January 1988. Loui-
siana has the same HP requirement but the date is 1984. 
Alabama requires it of all motorboat operators, regardless 
of horsepower or age of operator. Mississippi requires it 
for anyone born after 30 June 1980 to operate any vessel. 

Minimum age to operate a motorboat also varies. In Ala-
bama nobody under 12 can operate a motorboat period. 
Between 12 but not yet 14 they must have someone 21 

with them. In Mississippi someone under 12 requires 
someone 21 with them. Florida and Louisiana have no 
minimum age to operate a motorboat. To operate a PWC 
by yourself you have to be 14 in Alabama and Florida, 
while Mississippi grants this privilege at age 12. Louisiana 
makes you wait to 16. 

Registration requirements also vary. Alabama and Mis-
sissippi require registration of all motorized vessels and 
sailboats. Louisiana registers all motorboats and sailboats 
but exempts sailboards and sailboats 12’ and under. 
Florida registers all motorboats and all other vessels 16’ 
and over with the exception of canoes, kayaks, racing 
shells or rowing sculls regardless of length. Alabama, 
Louisiana and Mississippi require the annual decal on 
both sides of the bow. Florida issues only one and it goes 
on the port side.

Rules concerning the wearing of Personal Floatation De-
vices also varies among states in our district. In Florida, 
children under the age of 6 must wear one when un-
derway or in an enclosed cabin on a vessel less than 26’. 
Alabama requires children under 8 to wear one on any 
vessel at any time, except when in an enclosed cabin. 
Mississippi specifies the age as 12 and under on a boat 
less than 26’ when underway while Louisiana takes the 
age up to 16 and younger, also on vessels less than 26’. 
Louisiana also requires PFDs on all persons in motorboat 

(Continued on page 6 )
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Commander (continued from page 1)

OK, here we go again, it’s time to do my thing, some mus-
ing and nautical etymology. Anyone that has been to my 
home and seen my office will know that I am into light-
houses. 

If you have ever taken a class I instructed and watched 
my laptop screensavers scroll by, you can confirm my 
“lighthouse fixation.” So, let me tell you about one of the 
inventions that made lighthouses really effective – The 
Fresnel Lens. 

Prior to the 1770s, a lighthouse was just that, a raised 
house with a light in the ‘window’. And that light was 
usually just an oil lamp that produced more light than 
you would get from the kerosene lamp in the kitchen – 
but not much more. The purpose of a lighthouse was to 
announce the presence of marine hazard when your ship 
was still far enough away to change course. 

With an ordinary light very little of the light waves were 
projected horizontally straight ahead to the approach-
ing ship. The light rays went out upwards toward the sky, 
downward into the sea, left and right of the oncoming 
ship – even out the back onto the land. 

In 1777 William Hutchinson invented the parabolic mirror 
to be placed behind the light and thus focus the light into 
a narrower beam, straight ahead, aimed at the incoming 
ship. This effectively increased the brightness of the lamp 
from less than 50 candlepower to about 20,000 candle-
power. However, this was only good for the ship coming in 
from straight ahead – off to either side you saw nothing. 

To solve this problem, they placed the lamp and the mir-
ror on a rotating platform. Now the ships could see the 
light from any angle and it would ‘flash’ to get your atten-
tion.

In 1820 a physicist named Augustin Fresnel was work-
ing with glass lenses to further concentrate the beam of 
light. Lenses big enough to collect all the light from the 
top to the bottom of the reflector were very wide, thick 
and heavy. He came up with the technique of using a 
traditionally shaped lens directly in front of the lamp, but 
above and below the center lens a series of thin prism like 
reflectors. 

The weight was reduced significantly. Because it was 
made up of many smaller prisms it was easy to replace a 
piece if damaged rather than the whole lens. And because 
these prisms could bend the light rays more than just a 
lens, the stack of prisms could extend well above and be-
low the reflector, thus capturing more of the wasted light. 

The brightness of the light went from 20,000 candlepower 
to over 80,000 candlepower (about the equivalent of a 
modern auto headlight). The entire light could be placed 
in a frame and rotate without friction on a pool of mer-
cury, powered by a simple clock-type weight motor. The 
overall cost was dramatically reduced, and the Fresnel 
lens quickly became the standard for lighthouses. Today 

most navigation light stations used Fresnel lenses molded 
in plastic and a 250-watt bulb. Figure 1 shows the basic 
principles of Fresnel and Parabolic collimation. Figure 2 is a 
typical plastic lighthouse light.

Well, on the nautical etymology section we are almost out 
of alphabet. All I have left are a few W’s and Y’s, and I think 
I will save those for the Lazy Logs in the Fall when we get 
back up and going.

That’s a wrap for this month. ‘Til next month …

Watch your email 
for details on our 

Sept. 11  
Rendezvous
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under 16’ operated by a tiller, but it does not apply to elec-
tronic trolling motors.

Diver Down Flag rules vary too. In Florida you stay 300’ 
away in open water and 100’ in rivers and narrow inlets 
but in both cases, you may approach closer at idle speed. 
Also, in Florida, if the flag is on a buoy it must be attached 
by a line to the diver or snorkeler. Alabama just says 100’. 
Mississippi says stay as far away as is reasonable and pru-
dent for the circumstances and recommends 300’. Louisi-
ana says other vessels should remain 100’ from the diver 
down flag. 

While all 4 of the states have laws concerning litter, I 
believe Mississippi has the most stringent law as it applies 
to boats. “CMR22 Title 22 Part 10 requires all vessels on 
Mississippi marine waters (including personal watercraft) 

(Continued from page 4)

to have a clearly marked closed container for the proper 
disposal of waste, trash and other garbage. Throwing trash 
overboard is punishable with a fine of up to $500 for the 
first offense and up to $10,000 for the second offense. 
A marine litter sticker must be posted in marine waters 
in passengers’ plain view.” According to the MS boating 
website the stickers are free and available at bait shops, 
WalMart and Academy stores in the three coastal coun-
ties. Apparently they consider marine waters to be any-
thing south of Interstate 10. 

I got interested in what other state boating laws were 
while preparing to teach Alabama State laws for one of 
our public boating classes. Anyone who intends to actu-
ally boat in another state needs to check up on their laws 
and regulations to avoid unpleasant and maybe expensive 
lessons.

District Education Officer

This is your newsletter - and we want to 
hear from you!
Got something to say?  Here’s your chance to 
say it. We need articles for the Lazy Log. If you’d 
like to contribute, please send your articles to 
rmbabs@suddenlink.net or rmbabs@bellsouth.
net.
To be published, the article must be your own 
(not copied from the Internet or another source 
unless you have written permission). 
Photos are most welcome but please limit to 
three - and again, they must be either your own 
photos or come with written permission from the 
photographer.
We also need photographs from Squadron events 
(when the Corona war is over) most of us have 
smart phones - snap a couple of photos and send 
them my way.  
Becky
Lazy Log Editor
 


