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From the Commander

Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

A view from the Bridge ...

(Continued on Page 3)

SEO Todd Larson AP-IN

Squadron Educational Officer

Increasing our throttle speed

Ahoy me mateys. Well, it seems that things are slowly 
get back to a semblance of normal. I see people walking 
around maskless, and even greeting one another with a 
handshake – without hand sanitizer! And Spring is defi-
nitely here.

 Lots of boats on the water, and on the 
roads. We just had our 2nd post-Covid gen-
eral meeting, at El Patron Mexican restau-
rant, and ordered off the menu – Alright! 

We enjoyed some fun fellowship with 
our fellow boaters, had some good food, 
and then took a quick look at the topic 

Man Overboard. Our next meeting will be Tuesday June 
8th, 5:30 PM, at the Island Cove Marina. I will be picking 
up a couple trays of Firehouse Subs, chips, and tea for our 

meal. We will have a contribution jar to cover our costs. I 
will be sending out an email to the entire squadron once 
or twice before the meeting and I really need you to reply 
with a headcount if you can come – I don’t want to run out 
of food. We have lined up for this a special program. 

Nicole Grinnan, an Archeologist with the Florida Public 
Archeology Network, will talk to us about the Marine Ar-
cheology projects they have going on in Pensacola Bay. Our 
bay and harbor has a long maritime history story to tell. 
Watch your email for more details coming up. We hope 
to see you there – and bring along a guest that might be 
interested in boating.

We also have some other activities going on. Lt/C Todd 
Larsen, AP-IN, our SEO, has been busy starting up the ABC 

I said before the education department is turning the cor-
ner, now it looks like we are headed for the homestretch. 

Six students completed our first ABC 
course since the pandemic. 

Bill Wickham and Dave Simon stepped 
up providing instruction and sup-
port for the all day Saturday class in 
addition to reviewing and testing on 
Sunday. 

We had a 100% pass rate 
for all who took the test. 

 Plans are to conduct 
another small class this 
summer or until Pen-
sacola State College once 
again becomes available 
for our use and accom-
modate larger class sizes.  Remember any boater born 
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting and social events 
during the calendar year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at … www.psps.me 
… or by contacting either the Com-
mander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come 
for the Boating Education … Stay 
for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN  
850-776-9736 … cdrpsps@currently.com

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time

Educational Officer – Lt/C Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … seopensacola@gmail.com

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 
rsnauman@hotmail.com

Secretary – Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 
850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@suddenlink.net

Past Commander – P/C Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 
850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com

Executive Committee At-Large
D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN -- seopsps@gmail.com

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

Gordan Dey, 6/2
Theresa McNaughton, 6/8
Denothras Pierce, 6/16

June Birthdays

Michael Disotelle, 6/18
Scott Swanson, 6/18

www.psps.me
mailto:cdrpsps@currently.com
mailto:seopensacola@gmail.com
mailto:rsnauman@hotmail.com
mailto:john@southerngirl.net
mailto:harry@hebb.me
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
mailto:cfosha@gmail.com
www.psps.me
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SEO - continued from page 1
after Jan. 1, 1988 is required by law to complete boater’s education 
class prior to operating a vessel.  Topics include: boat terms, boat 
handling, anchoring, safety equipment, navigation rules, aids to navi-
gation, adverse conditions, VHF radio, trailering, personal watercraft 
and Florida boating regulations.  So get the word out to friends, family 
and neighbors, we will be scheduling another class soon, stay tuned 
for dates.

Let’s talk about Vessel Safety Checks, (VSC).  Boating season is ramp-
ing up and there is no better time to be conducting VSC.  This is a pub-
lic service provided by the USPS and our squadron has been on record 
to be very active when it comes to the safety checks. It has always 
been a great tool to get the word out on the importance of safety in 
addition to meeting the boating public. I personally believe this is a 
great opportunity to not only educate but to introduce the commu-
nity to America’s Boating Club, in the past I often found the VSC is our 
first exposure for many boaters. If you are interested or know a fellow 
boater interested in a VSC please contact one of our nine certified 
vessel examiner’s in the squadron and take advantage of this opportu-
nity, it usually takes about 30 minutes and well worth your time.

District Educational Officer

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN

Coast Guard-produced light list

The U.S. Coast Guard produces several publications of use 
to the mariner.  One of these is known as the Light List.  It 

is produced in seven volumes covering the 
United States including the Great Lakes, 
the Mississippi River system, Alaska, Hawaii 
and Guam.  It also covers the Intracoastal 
Waterway.  Volume IV which includes the 
Pensacola area, covers from the Econfina 

River, Florida to the Rio Grande River, Texas.  You can 
download any or all of the seven volumes at https://www.
navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=lightLists 

Volume IV contains 415 pages and it isn’t until page 55 on 
Apalachee Bay, that you actually get to the meat of the 
document.  The name Light List may be a little mislead-
ing.  It actually is a list and description of all federal and 
many private aids to navigation throughout U.S. waters.  It 
includes buoys and beacons, with and without lights and 
with and without sound producing capability.  When they 
have lights those characteristics are included in a descrip-
tion such as Fl R 4s which means one red flash every 4 
seconds. 

All aids are given a number, initially 5 numbers apart, so 
there is room to include additional aids if necessary.  The 
general area covered and chart number is given, such as 
Santa Rosa Sound to Dauphin Island Chart 11378.  Then 
it gets more specific, Pensacola Bay, and gives No. 33060 
the name NAVY RANGE FRONT LIGHT (all caps) and then 
the latitude and longitude to 3 decimal places.  It notes 
that this aid is 34 feet high, is a skeleton tower structure 
on piles.  It is a rectangular white dayboard with a central 
red stripe. You learn this from the code KRW.  All of the de-
scription codes are explained on one of the earlier pages.  
It flashes a green light every 2.5 seconds.  Remarks tells 
you that the all-around light has a higher intensity 1.5⁰ 
either side of the range line.

The 2021 light list needs to be updated with the local no-
tice to mariners.  It is correct through 52/20. That means 
week 52 of 2020. Navigation aids that were taken out or 
moved by Hurricane Sally and reported in the LNM prior 
to the end of 2020 will be incorporated.  If they weren’t 
reported or were reported and replaced or repaired after 
the first of the year, that information won’t be on here.  
The same goes for any charts you may be using.

https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=lightLists
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=lightLists
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Getting back to normal - after a long year and a half

Photos by Phyllis Swope

Next Meeting - June 8

5:30 p.m. at the Island Cove Marina
Firehouse subs and tea provided ( contribution jar to cover costs) - please rsvp to Scott

Guest Speaker - Nicole Grinnan, Archeologist with Florida Public Archeology Network

Topic: Marine Archeology projects in Pensacola Bay
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classes again. He’s held one already and currently lining up 
some more. He’ll tell you more about that in his Lazy Log 
report. 

We are just a few weeks (and one final exam, fingers 
crossed) away from welcoming a new group of Junior Navi-
gator graduates. Also, we continue to put out our Squad-
ron Brochures around town at boating related locations, 
and promote our activities on Facebook. If you can suggest 
any other ways we can tell Pensacola about our squadron, 
please let me know. The two best tools we have to pro-
mote our group and our activities are the ABC classes and 
‘word of mouth’. Todd is working on the first, we all need 
to work on the second. If you know a friend or neighbor 
that has a boat or is looking to buy a boat, tell him about 
us. We can offer everything from a Jump Start on their 
boat with one of our ‘experts’, to a sub sandwich at our 
meeting!

OK, now I get to do my thing, some musing and nautical 
etymology. For my musings this month let’s look at a nau-
tical object we all use today and has origins that go way 
back – the compass. 

The first example we have of a compass dates back to the 
Han Dynasty in 206 BC China. Early compasses were made 
from Lodestone. Lodestone is composed of the mineral 
magnetite. When magnetite is exposed to the Earth’s 
magnetic field for thousands of years, all the magnetic ele-
ments (magnetic dipoles) line up with the Earth’s field and 
the entire rock becomes a North/South magnet. 

The Chinese would take a piece of Lodestone and carve it 
in the shape of a spoon with its magnetic orientation along 
the axis of the spoon. The ‘spoon’ was then placed on a 
brass disk engraved with the stars and constellations and 
the cardinal points of the compass.

 1 2  3

The spoon pivoted on its base, and the handle of the 
spoon would point south. Some simpler compasses were 
made by magnetizing an iron needle by rubbing it with 
Lodestone, placing the needle on a small piece of wood, 
and floating the wood in some water. The needle would 
orient itself North and South. These compasses were not 
stable enough to be used in a boat at sea. It would be 
another 1,900 years before the liquid filled compass was 
invented. Looking back, the idea was rather simple. 

Take a thin non-magnetic disk with an attached magnet, 
pivot it on a pin, and then place the entire apparatus in 
a clear glass container filled up with a transparent liquid. 
The liquid would dampen out the swing and sway of a 

moving boat but still allow the disk to rotate to a N/S posi-
tion.

 Sir Edmond Halley (the astronomer/comet guy) intro-
duced the first rudimentary working model and presented 
it to The Royal Society in 1690. It wasn’t until 1813 when 
Francis Crow developed a practical version for use on a 
boat. In 1860, US physicist and inventor Edward Samuel 
Ritchie patented a liquid damped marine compass that 
was far superior in stability and accuracy. The US Navy 
adopted the design shortly after. The British Navy contin-
ued to use dry mounted compasses until 1908. If you look 
around any marina today you will see quite a few liquid 
damped compasses. Many of them will say ‘Ritchie’. These 
compasses are the ‘Old Reliable’ – no batteries required. 
Next month let’s look at the modern version of the com-
pass – the Fluxgate.

Last month we looked at the nautical etymology of some 
phrases that start with the letter T. We have some more 
T’s to go. How about the word ‘tally’. Today you will hear 
this word used to mean ‘count things up’ or ‘come up 
with the tally’. The word originally referred to ‘tally sticks’. 
Tally sticks were notched pieces of wood that were used 
to keep track of materials being loaded onto or off of 
early sailing vessels. Notches would be cut in the wood 
to record the total number of the transactions. The tally 
stick would then be split in half and the buyer and seller 
would each have a receipt of the sale. Slight variations in 
the notches and the grain of the wood would ensure that 
a particular split half would only match up with its original 
counterpart – a unique receipt. 

OK, two more. Topsides is a word that has a meaning to-
day slightly different from the days of sail. If I told some-
one that I was going topsides they would probably think I 
was going all the way up to stand on the deck. In the days 
of multi-level sailing ships, topsides meant the level above 
the water line but below the deck. If you were going all 
the way up to the deck you would say I’m going up on-
deck. Last one – Touch and Go. Today this phrase is used to 
indicate an ‘iffy’ situation, could go either way. In the days 
of sail it literally meant to touch the bottom briefly and 
then sail off the shallows. A momentary grounding that did 
not require any special action be taken.

That’s a wrap for this month. ‘Til next month …

Commander (continued from page 1)


