
The Lazy Log - April 2021 – Page 1

(Continued on Page 5)

From the Commander

Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

Did you know Life Jacket Labeling (PFDs) has changed?

A view from the Bridge ...

(Continued on Page 3)

SEO Todd Larson AP-IN

Squadron Educational Officer

It is mid-March as I write this and I am optimistic, I am see-
ing signs of ‘Normalcy’ coming back. While it is true that 
most of the folks I hang around with are in the Chrono-
logically Gifted category (that means old!), that also puts 
them in the ‘already vaccinated twice’ group. As a result I 
am seeing a lot less Covid Panic – people are coming out 

of hiding and interacting with friends and 
family again. The six foot rule is shrinking. 
By this time next month I hope it is the 
three foot rule. 

 Last Sunday in church a few folks actually 
shook my hand – I’d almost forgotten how 

nice it is to actually shake someone’s hand! With that 
in mind, the Bridge has decided to try having a General 
Meeting again in April – get to know each other again after 
a year of isolation. We have gotten permission from the 

Island Cove Marina (806 Lakewood Rd, Pensacola) to use 
their upstairs meeting room for our get together. It doesn’t 
have an onsite restaurant but it is capable of catering or 
bring your own and clean up after. 

To keep it simple, the squadron will provide some pizzas 
and soft drinks. It is not a three course meal, but hey, the 
price is right and it’s the boating fellowship we are after. 
Our standard meeting date is the second Tuesday of the 
month – April 13. We’ll open the doors at 5:30 p.m. and 
we can visit around over a sweet tea for 30 minutes and 
then we’ll do our short business meeting and then have 
some pizza. I’ll keep it simple – a couple plain cheese, 
some pepperoni, and a few veggie. If pizza is not your 
thing, then feel free to brown bag it, and if your brown bag 
pairs better with a nice chardonnay bring that too.

The following is information from the United States Power 
Squadrons® website.

If you haven’t already seen them, 
soon you will notice certain life jackets 
have a new style of label on the inside. 
Eventually, all new life jackets which 
are Coast Guard approved and avail-
able for purchase in the United States 
will have these new labels. It is part of 

an effort to make selecting the right life jacket for you and 

your intended on-water activity, easier. This new labeling 
process is also referred to as life jacket label harmoniza-
tion, which is an effort to make them more universally un-
derstood and accepted, especially in Canada and Europe. 
The goal was to simplify the labels, with less writing and 
more icons. Top 10 Features and Goals of the New Life 
Jacket Labels: 

1. Performance summary graphic 

2. Activity appropriateness icons 
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting and social events 
during the calendar year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at … www.psps.me 
… or by contacting either the Com-
mander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come 
for the Boating Education … Stay 
for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN  
850-776-9736 … cdrpsps@currently.com

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time

Educational Officer – Lt/C Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … seopensacola@gmail.com

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 
rsnauman@hotmail.com

Secretary – Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 
850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@suddenlink.net

Past Commander – P/C Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 
850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com

Executive Committee At-Large
D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN -- seopsps@gmail.com

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

Steve Nauman, 4/8
Ruth Dunnavant, 4/16
Gray Buffington, 4/19
James Mattern, 4/23

April Birthdays
Bernard Wachter, 4/24
Lillia Berry, 4/25
George Lambert, 4/29
Kathleen Savage, 4/30
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SEO - continued from page 1
3. Legal requirements specified 

4. Reduce Approval status clearly noted lan-
guage barriers 

5. More universal acceptance 

6. Harmony with other countries 

7. Approval status clearly noted

8. Third party testing verification 

9. Manufacturer contact information 

10. Care and cleaning instructions 

In general, the intent of the new labels is to 
help users select and care for the appropriate 
life jacket for the activity in which they are par-
ticipating. The labels have fewer words more 
easily understood icons. 

New life jackets feature information in four 
main categories, usually in separate boxes. At 
the top of the label, usually toward the neck, 
is sizing information. The sizing usually speci-
fies a user weight range and chest size range. 
Proper fit is one of the most important consid-
erations when selecting a life jacket. Additional 
considerations are found elsewhere on the life 
jacket label. The placement and location of the 
information may vary; however, they must be 
on the life jacket. 

What the Labels Tell You: 

• Performance, Buoyancy and Turning Informa-
tion 

• Warnings, Intended Activity and Limitations 
of Use 

• Manufacturer, Certification and Approval 
Information 

• Care and Maintenance Instructions Under-
standing the New Label and Icons Performance, 
Buoyancy and Turning Information – The first 
thing you’ll notice is a bold-faced number. It 
could be 50, 70, 100, 150, or 275. This a mea-
surement of gravitational force, which in the 
case of a life jacket is essentially buoyancy. 
Simply put, the higher the number, the greater 
the floatation. For the time being, most of the 
life jackets on the market today in the United 
States are Level 70 life jackets.

The best life jacket is  
one you will wear.
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District Educational Officer

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN

Legislative bills could impact boater safety
There are several bills making their way through the cur-
rent Florida Legislative session that can have an impact 

on recreational boater safety. I’m going to 
mention just two of them here.

An engine cutoff switch, often called a 
kill switch, is presently required in Florida 
on all Personal Water Craft (PWC’s).  In 
some states, such as Alabama, they are 

required on motorboats up to a certain size.  HB1099, 
under consideration will require one be installed on all 
motorboats less than 26 feet in length, while making way 
in Florida waters.  An engine cutoff switch is defined as an 
emergency switch on a motorboat or motorboat engine 
that is designed to immediately shut off the engine if the 
operator falls overboard.  It may be triggered by a lanyard 
attached to the operator or wirelessly through some elec-
tronic means.

The device must be in use when it is making way but is not 
required if the main helm is entirely within an enclosed 
cabin.  It is also not required to be in use if the boat is 
making way solely by use of a trolling motor.  For purposes 
of this law, trolling motor is defined as a self-contained 
unit that contains an electric motor, a propeller and con-
trols that affix to the bow or stern of the motorboat and 
are used to move the motorboat.

Penalties for violation depend on whether or not there 
is an accident, whether or not there is any bodily injury 
and whether that injury is considered less than serious 
or serious and finally, if there is a death.  The minimum 
guilty outcome is a noncriminal infraction with a $50 fine.  
I don’t know if this bill will make it through in its present 
form or even if it will make it through at all.  As written, 
the effective date is July 1, 2021.

Florida is not alone in considering such action.  Other 
states have or are considering engine cutoff switch regula-
tions in response to a growing number of tragic boating 
accidents.  When the boat operator is thrown overboard, 
for any reason, control of the boat is lost for a period of 
time and people have been run over and the boat has run 
into obstacles causing serious injuries and death.

Until a few years ago it was considered reckless operation 
to allow a passenger to sit on the bow of the boat with 
feet hanging overboard while underway.  It is very dan-
gerous and more than one person has been maimed and 
even killed when they fell overboard and were run over by 
the boat and struck by the prop.   As I understand it, the 

law was changed when a Florida politician with enough 
clout, angry about being ticketed, convinced enough of his 
legislative buddies to change the law.  

Now, if HB271 is passed in the current Florida legislative 
session “A person may not sit upon the bow, transom, 
or gunwale of a power-driven vessel with any portion of 
his or her foot or leg over the upper outside edge of the 
vessel while the vessel is making way”.  Notice that this 
doesn’t prohibit anyone from sitting on the gunwale, 
transom or bow, you just can’t put your leg over the side.  
The proposed law does not mention reckless operation.  
Violators can be found guilty of a noncriminal infraction 
and fined $50.00.  If passed as written, this bill is to go into 
law July 1, 2021

No matter what happens in Florida, a federal law has just 
been passed and goes into effect 1 April 2021 requiring 
the engine cutoff switch on all vessels less than 26 feet 
traveling “on plane or above displacement speed.”  At this 

writing I don’t know 
all the particulars, 
exemptions and 
penalties for viola-
tion.  It is a federal 
law and will be en-
forced by the Coast 
Guard.

(Above) Lanyard type engine cutoff switch.  One type 
which will meet the requirement if HB1099 passes the 
Florida Legislature.

The dangerous practice of bow riding will be illegal 
once again in Florida if HB271 is passed.



The Lazy Log - April 2021 – Page 5

In the middle cloud layer (6,500 to 23,000 – note the 
overlap) were altostratus, altocumulus and nimbostratus, 
made of condensed vapor, ice crystals, or both. 

 He associated these cloud types with certain weather 
events, wrote a paper and presented it to the Royal Me-
teorological Society, and that became the foundation of 
today’s weather forecast. The sailors weather forecasting 
method goes way back but it was also based on clouds. 
We’ve all heard RED SKY AT NIGHT SAILOR’S DELIGHT, 
RED SKY IN THE MORNING, SAILORS TAKE WARNING. At 
the latitudes we live in the weather generally moves west 
to east. Dry and dusty air produces a red sky when the 
sun is low. So when a sunset (to your west) is red and it 
is coming your way, dry winds are in store for you – good 
sailing weather. A red sky to the east means the dry air 
has passed over you and the next front is on its way – take 
warning. 

How about WHEN THE CLOUDS APPEAR LIKE TOWERS, THE 
EARTH WILL BE REFRESHED WITH SHOWERS. Towering 
clouds are cumulus clouds and if they get really tall we call 
them Cumulonimbus clouds – i.e., here comes the rain. 

One more – RAINBOW IN THE MORNING GIVES YOU FAIR 
WARNING. High cirrus clouds to your west and the sun be-
hind you produces a rainbow as the sunlight reflects and 
refracts through the ice crystals. Cirrus to your west is the 
sign of a warm front coming. The clouds drop lower as the 
front approaches until they are nimbostratus – it’s raining. 
By the way, our power squadron has a really good weather 
course that we taught back in 2018. If you haven’t taken 
this course yet and would like to, let’s see if we can get a 
class together and we can do it again in 2021-22. Let Todd 
Larsen know if interested.

OK, now let’s look at the nautical etymology of a couple 
more S words. I’m sure you know that Starboard is the 
right side of the boat looking forward, do you know where 
that came from? In the very early days of building boats, 
before the invention of the rudder, the boat was steered 

Over the years we have had a number of different topics 
for our after dinner entertainment and I’d like to continue 
and expand that. As I visit around at our meetings I often 
hear some of our members talking about their travels – 
boating or otherwise. I think some of these 
stories would make great after dinner talks. I 
also think that because our mission includes 
Education as a primary focus we should  
have a LEARN night periodically. 

So for this first meeting of 2021 I will try it  
and see how it goes over. After dinner I will 
show a short video from the America’s Boat-
ing Channel. After a few minutes of Q&A or 
“‘my example of that,” I will hand out an answer sheet 
blank for a 5 question quiz on the material we just learned 
(if you want to participate – no penalty for those that 
don’t take tests after dinner). I’ll have a prize for the high 
score. If everybody gets 100 then I guess we can draw 
numbers out of a hat for the prize. I will send out an email 
to every member in the squadron next week with the 
details for the meeting. I ask you please, bounce the email 
back to me with a head count if you plan to come. I want 
to make sure I have enough pizza to go around.

OK, now I get to do my favorite part of the monthly 
report – some Musing and Etymologizing. Over the last 
few weeks as I sit here at my computer looking out over 
Perdido Bay to the West I have seen some wild weather 
events. 

We had the cold front from %#!! come through, froze our 
keister, then a couple of warm fronts and we thought it 
was summer. Over the weeks I saw every major cloud type 
and experienced the type of weather each one forecasted. 
Using clouds to forecast weather as a science is fairly new 
(1803), however, the sailors at sea used these clouds as 
forecasts much earlier and some of their weather sayings 
are still with us. 

In 1803 an English pharmacist, Luke Howard, studied 
clouds and gave them their basic names. He called the 
heaped up clouds with cauliflower tops and flat bottom 
Cumulus, Latin for heaps. The broad and thick clouds that 
looked like a blanket he called Stratus which is Latin for 
layer. Wispy clouds like a child’s curls or a horse’s tail he 
called Cirrus, Latin for curl. And rain clouds he called Nim-
bus, Latin for rain. He also found that these clouds tended 
to occur in three distinct layers. The low layer (bases at 
0 to 6,500 ft) usually had cumulus, stratus, and nimbus. 
These clouds were formed from condensing water vapor. 
The high layer (16,000 to 50,000 ft) were cirrus, cirrostra-
tus, or cirrocumulus and were composed of ice crystals. 

Commander (continued from page 1)

Continued on next page
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by a simple board placed over the side near the stern. 
Over time they employed one or two vertical posts em-
bedded in the gunwale to pivot the steering board left and 
right. As is the case today most men are right handed (70 
to 90%) and the steering board was mounted on the right 
side near the stern to take advantage of the extra strength. 
Over time the steering board became ‘starboard’ and the 

right side where it was located took the same name. When 
you were tied up to a dock you kept the steering board 
on the side opposite of the dock so that it could be used 
to scull the boat toward or away from the dock – and to 
prevent the board from getting jammed between boat and 
dock and perhaps damaged. When you docked in Port, you 
tied up to the left side. That became the Port Side of the 
boat. Let’s wrap up the S’s by looking at the several ways 

they used the word swinging. When the compass needed 
to be calibrated at the 8 main points of the compass (re-
cording the Deviation error for the TVMDC formula) the 
captain would steer the vessel based on points on land to 
the North and record the compass deviation, then the NE, 
then E, and so on around the full compass. This is called 
Swinging the Compass. You may also hear these early sail-
ors say they are Swinging the Lamp. This meant they were 
sitting around telling sea stories while watching the lamp 
hung from the deck above swing to and fro. If your story 
was wild enough to make the ship rock back and forth (you 
were exaggerating), you were really Swinging the Lamp. 
Last one, Swinging the Lead. To measure depth in shallow 
waters you would lower a lead weight on a string and note 
the depth. If you were under way you would have to swing 
the lead and throw it forward so that it hit bottom as you 
past over it. It often used as slang for faking sickness. If 
you were sick and could not do much work you would be 
assigned to the easiest job on board – Swinging the Lead. 
OK, enough S words, next month, T words.

Until next month,

We’re going to meet again!!!
April 13 - doors open at 5:30 p.m.

Island Cove Marina 
806 Lakewood Road

No restaurant available so Squadron 
will provide pizza and tea

Feel free to bring your own brown 
bag dinner and whatever beverage  

you’d prefer 
rsvp to Scott at:

cdrpsps@currently.com

Continued from previous page
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