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From the Commander

Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

Five members sign up for VSC program

A view from the Bridge ...

(Continued on Page 6)

SEO Todd Larson AP-IN

Squadron Educational Officer

Last month I talked about attending a USPS National 
Meeting virtually this year. Last night I joined the Free 
Conference Call meeting to listen to the Key Note Speaker, 
Captain Nori Ann Reed, USN, Retired. Nori was one of the 
first women to serve in Deck Officer roles in the Navy on 

six ships, and the first woman to Captain 
three different ships. 

On her last assignment she was the Cap-
tain of the USS Detroit, moored across the 
bay from the World Trade Center on 9/11. 
She has some stories to tell and tell them 
she did. Today I listened to a presentation 
about the new laptop enabled Boating 

Skills Virtual Trainer (BSVT). 

Many of you will remember several years ago when Pen-
sacola hosted some tall ships we had a tent setup and had 
the large BSVT set up for all to try. It was quite a success 

and was great marketing for our squadron. 

When the laptop version of this virtual trainer is finally 
released from beta testing I think we can obtain a copy for 
our Education Dept and use it for some hands on / almost 
on the water classes supporting the Boat Handling course. 
I also joined the conference call meeting sponsored by the 
Ship’s Store. As always they have some nice ABC and USPS 
stuff for sale, but what caught my attention is that they are 
having a 20% off sale through the end of February. If you 
were planning on shopping at the Ships Store now is the 
time to save some money.

Here at home we are planning to ramp up our squadron’s 
activities in April – if the covid will let us. If all goes well we 
should have our first dinner meeting of 2021 on April 13th 
(still following the second Tuesday of the month schedule). 
I’d like to try a Meet/Eat/Learn format this year. After we 
have our short ‘reports’ meeting, and dinner I would like 
to do our presentation as a boating Learn/Quiz/ and Win. 
I’ll volunteer to do the first one. I’ll show a short video 

Last month I explained the requirements necessary to 
become a certified Vessel Safety Examiner. I mentioned 

the opportunities associated with being 
certified and that it allows members to 
become more active in the squadron 
with minimal commitment.  More im-
portantly, I mentioned that it provides 
a service to the community and a great 
venue to educate the public.  Increasing 
our visibility is just an added bonus.

Since then, 5 members have stepped up to renew or be-
come an examiner. In order to keep the numbers to a mini-

mum due to Covid-19, two 
separate two-hour Vessel 
Safety Checks seminars have 
been conducted. Attending 
the seminar was a require-
ment for three of the mem-
bers in order to stay current.  
One member completed two 
VSC’s needed to renew his 
certification.  A fifth member 
new to the program is well 
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting and social events 
during the calendar year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at … www.psps.me 
… or by contacting either the Com-
mander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come 
for the Boating Education … Stay 
for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN  
850-776-9736 … cdrpsps@currently.com

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time

Educational Officer – Lt/C Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … seopensacola@gmail.com

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 
rsnauman@hotmail.com

Secretary – Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 
850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@suddenlink.net

Past Commander – P/C Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 
850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com

Executive Committee At-Large
Vacant at this time

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

Benjamin Vanderlike, 3/2
Trent Burt, 3/6
Catherine Vogel, 3/12
Claudia Coleman, 3/16

March Birthdays
Scott Rathkamp, 3/20
Joe Moffitt, 3/28
Melinda Blyth, 3/29
Ruth Teagle, 3/29

www.psps.me
mailto:cdrpsps@currently.com
mailto:seopensacola@gmail.com
mailto:rsnauman@hotmail.com
mailto:john@southerngirl.net
mailto:harry@hebb.me
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
mailto:cfosha@gmail.com
www.psps.me
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Have things really changed?
From the archives of Pensacola Power Squadron circa 1960 
as published in the Squadron’s Newsletter, the Lazy Log.

The Pensacola Power Squadron is part of a national 
organization of squadrons with headquarters in Englewood, 
N. J. Total membership in the 283 squadrons is 54,362.

The Pensacola Squadron was chartered in 1958 with 32 
members. Since that time membership has grown to 63 and 
a ladies auxiliary has been formed with 43 members.

Meetings are held each month at the Fleet Reserve building 
on the second Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

Throughout the summer months, the Pensacola squadron 
has cruises through this section which ranges from Alabama 
to Panama City with some overnight trips to the adjoining 
squadrons at Fairhope, Alabama and Fort Walton Beach.

Under the charter granted, the Pensacola squadron must 
give one free educational course every year. It must be open 
to the general public. The course covers government and 
state rules and regulations, lighting requirements, rules of 

the road, compass, and chart work to give a basic knowledge 
of navigation, first aid and safety, knot tying, anchoring, 
safe operations and other features that lead to a greater 
enjoyment of boating.

After a member has been admitted to the squadron, he may 
take higher courses in boating which include the intricate 
features of Seamanship, Coastwise Navigation, Engines, Sail, 
Radio, Weather, Celestial Navigation and other courses.

Each squadron has its own pennant to easily identify it. 
All the squadrons use the United States Power Squadrons 
ensign with vertical stripes which differs from the yachting 
ensign with its horizontal stripes. The Power Squadron 
ensign was approved and authorized by Congress and 
cannot be flown by anyone other than members. 
--------------------------

My how things have changed. Or have they?

Harry Hebb, SN 
Computer Secretary

 

by Dot Brown

Pensacola Bay sparkles with life; death seems far away as 
the bow of the “Betty Jo” slowly slices through gentle swells 
and heads for the mouth of Pensacola Bay.

“Frederick loved it,” says Greenwood G. Gay, raising his 
voice to carry over the rumbling thump of the motocruiser’s 
engine as he stares off the transom at the flurry of Saturday 
morning pleasure craft chasing the good life that rides the 
offshore breeze.

“He sure did,” echoes Alex Zelius. “He spend all of his 
summers in Pensacola and always talked about coming back 
here to live out his retirement years.”

Dave Savelle, skipper of the “Betty Jo”, surveys the 
quartering wind from the cruiser’s flybridge helm and keeps 
an eye on the four boats holding a Vformation in his wake.

Gay, Zelius and Savelle have a promise to keep this bright, 
sundrenched morning on Pensacola Bay as they lead the 
small boat parade through darting catamarans and trolling 
sports fishermen.

In accordance with the wishes of their lifelong friend, 
Frederick King, a New Orleans resident and loyal Pensacola 
summer visitor, the mourners are here to carry out the last 

Ashes mingle with foam in tribute  
to a man who loved Pensacola Bay

From the Pensacola News Journal … August 1981

wish of their boyhood friend.

King, who died in New Orleans on Aug. 6, at the age of 64, 
stipulated in his will that his ashes be scattered in Pensacola 
Bay.

The ashes, all that is left of King except the memory of the 
man in the minds of the people who knew him, rest in a 
neat white mailing carton on the shelf in the cabin of the 
cruiser.

“He loved life,” says Gay as Savelle heads the “Betty Jo” 
toward the big jetty that guards the mouth of the bay.

And King loved ceremony, Gay and Savelle agree as they 
chat quietly about the man who loved Pensacola and who 
had died from a number of complications, compounded by 
uremic poisoning, before he could move here.

“His mother wants the same kind of service, too,” say Gay.

With the jetty and the mouth of the bay off the starboard 
bow, Savelle heads the “Betty Jo” northeast toward Fort 
Barrancas shimmering under the heat waves in the distance.

(Continued on Page 6)
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District Educational Officer

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN

Waxing my boat

See photos on next page

I’m not writing this as a tutorial on “How to Wax your 
Boat.” I’m just telling you what I did with mine and some 

of the mistakes I’ve made. When I first 
bought my boat, almost 19 years ago, it 
was brand new and shiny and not too dif-
ficult to keep that way. I washed it using a 
wash and wax product after every trip and 
kept it under a custom made cover when 
not on the water. Then, after about 2 

years, I decided I wanted to keep it in a wet slip. This left it 
exposed to the weather 24/7.

Fast forward about 7 years. I had kept the boat in a wet 
slip until about 6 months previously when I pulled it out 
and put it back on trailer storage. During those years it was 
in a wet slip I pulled it out occasionally to clean the bot-
tom and to touch up the bottom paint and give it a better 
cleaning than I could in the wet slip. I pretty much relied 
on the boat wash with wax included to provide protec-
tion. After all those years mostly sitting in a wet slip, but 
sometimes on the trailer, I found I had a great deal more 
oxidized gelcoat than I realized. My first thought was to 
have professionals do the job.  When I talked to one of 
them, he convinced me to make it a DYI project and gave 
me several hints. 

I bought a 7-inch grinder to use with a wool pad and 
cutting cream rather than rubbing compound. It worked, 
but the grinder was heavy so I limited my time to about 
2 hours per day. Also, I couldn’t get into a lot of places I 
needed to with that big a pad, so I still had a lot of hand 
rubbing to do with a block of wood covered with a rag. 
After working on the boat a little at a time, I finally got the 
oxidized gelcoat off and was able to put on a good wax fin-
ish.  When I was done I promised myself I would not rely 
on wash and wax products any more but would faithfully 
wax my boat regularly so I wouldn’t have to go through 
this process again.

The next years was a combination of wet slip and trailer 
storage, maybe 50/50. So, did I keep my promise to 
myself? You can probably guess the answer to that. No, 
no, no I did not. And the result is I ended up with an even 
worse case of gelcoat oxidation than I had in 2013.  Like a 
lot of people, I learn the hard way, by making mistakes. For 
instance, I early on learned that a little bleach in the wash 
water would get rid of mold and make the gelcoat really 
white. What it took me longer and some reading to learn, 
is that a quick rinse that removes the soap doesn’t neces-
sarily remove all the bleach. Then the combination of sun 
and bleach start to work on the surface of the gelcoat and 
soon you have a surface ready for more mold. I still use 
bleach in the wash water if necessary, but I follow with 

another soap wash without bleach and rinse off with my 
power washer. 

This time I started with my grinder and 3M Super Duty 
Rubbing Compound. Man have I aged in those last 7 years. 
That or the grinder gained about 10 pounds. After just a 
few minutes I knew I needed a lighter piece of equipment. 
I bought a 5-inch unit that weighs less than half as much 
as the old one. I use a foam pad made especially for rub-
bing compound. It is still a slow process and while I can get 
into smaller places than I could with the bigger unit, there 
are still many places where I have to work it by hand with 
a rag, usually over a block of wood. One problem I’ve not 
been able to solve is how to get right up to the waterline 
where my bottom paint starts. I can’t hold the grinder 
steady enough and if I accidently let the grinder pad go 
into the bottom paint, I get the bottom paint all mixed into 
the rubbing compound. And that really leaves a mess. Ask 
me how I know that. 

The biggest issue, I think, is letting it go too long. Don’t 
wait for the oxidation to set in 

before you begin the process. You can see from one of 
the photos how much oxidized gelcoat you can get pretty 
quickly.  When using the grinder, I used a mask as well as 
safety glasses. You would be amazed at how much white 
dust you produce in a very short period of time. I also use 
a vacuum to clean up as I go along and follow that with a 
tack cloth to try to keep from having oxidized gelcoat dust 
get on everything, especially if it gets wet.

This time I’m going to try something I didn’t do last time. 
I’m going to add a polishing step to the process. The 
purpose of boat polish is to make it shinier before adding 
the protective wax. I read somewhere that this is done by 
filling in the micro pores of the finish. The pad I’ll use looks 
very similar but it isn’t as aggressive and, hopefully, when I 
am done, I’ll have as smooth a finish ready for wax as I can 
expect from a boat that’s 19 years old. One thing I have 
been pretty slack on the last couple years since I took it 
out of the wet slip is putting the cover on. Sun is your boat 
finish’s enemy and a cover will provide a lot of protection. 
My cover has several rips that I’ve had repaired but new 
ones appear every time I put it on. I’m just going to have 
to bite the bullet and get a new one. 

When I was ready to keep my boat in a wet slip a friend 
told me that I should do my first bottom job myself. I did 
and that is a whole other story in itself. Suffice it to say it 
is my belief it is worth every penny to have someone else 
do the bottom job for me. I’m coming around to that way 
of thinking when it comes to waxing my boat. It’s not the 
waxing that is difficult, it’s the preparation. 
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Apply: Rubbing Compound is applied in dabs to foam 
pad designed for this purpose. Using grinder: This grinder was lighter and 

much easier for me to use over a longer period 
of time. Note safety glasses and dust mask.

Using Stick: Using open weave cloth over thin 
wood to get in tight spaces. 

Gelcoat on rag: Oxidized gelcoat fills open weave 
cloth after about 30 seconds of heavy rubbing. 
Cloth must be continually turned to expose fresh 
cloth to work surface.

Jakedog74: Jakedog74 
a 21 foot Seaswirl Walk 
Around shown at Sher-
man Cove Marina.
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SEO - continued from page 1
on his way completing 3 of the 5 required VSC’s under 
instruction.

 All 5 Vessel Safety Examiners are anxious to get to work 
and do what we do best, educate the public.  So, if you, 
a family member or neighbor is in need of a VSC please 
notify one of the following members: Chuck Fosha, Rod 
Powell, John von Senden, Steve Nauman or Dave Simon, 
you will not be disappointed. 

If you are interested in becoming a certified VSC examiner, 
don’t worry, a third seminar is planned for early spring.  
Until then I think you will find the following information to 

“It’s 11 a.m.,” says Zelius.

 Gay removed a brown plastic box from the white carton. 
Kneeling at the transom, he carefully, and respectfully, lifts 
out the plastic bag, unwinds the twisttie and waits.

 Zelius steps to the stern and opens the Power Squadron 
Officer’s Manual to a premarked page.

 Savells throttles back the “Betty Jo’s” engine. The 
following boats reduce speed.

 Zelius lifts the book and reads a brief prayer while people 
on the other boats stand at attention.

 The women aboard the “Ruthie T” drop a few blossoms 
into the water.

be very helpful. 

General steps to becoming a Vessel Examiner 

1. Contact your Squadron VSC Chair.

2. Download and print the latest VSC manual from usps.
org, go to Site Index (Vessel Safety Checks) and every-
thing you need can be found there. 

3. When you think that you are ready, take the test on 
line, there are practice tests online that that can be 
taken if you chose. 

4. Upon completion of the test, you are required to 
perform 5 Vessel Safety Checks under instruction with 
a qualified Examiner. 

5. Have your Squadron VSC Chair submit the VSC-2 form 
to HQ, this states you have completed the under 
instruction checks and have passed the online exam.

6. We can use all the Vessel Safety Examiners that we 
can get, there are a lot of boaters out there that can 
benefit from our support. If you have any further 
questions please feel free to contact VSC Chairman 
Todd Larson, seopensacola@gmail.com.

 “Unto Almighty God,” reads Zelius, “whose way is in the 
sea and paths in the great waters, we commend the soul of 
our brother departed and we commit his ashes to the deep 
in the sure and certain faith that doth now live in the life 
that is hereafter.”

 The ashes mingle with foam.

 The flotilla turns and recrosses the place, marked only 
by the flowers. The friends raise glasses of champagne as 
the boats churn past. “To Fredrick.” The simple toast says all 
there is left to say.

 “He would have liked it,” says Gay as the Flotilla turns 
and rumbles away.

       The flowers, bobbing in a straight line, float out to sea.

Ashes - continued from page 3

This is your newsletter - help make it better!
Got something to say?  Here’s your chance to say it. We need articles for the Lazy Log. If you’d like 
to contribute, please send your articles to rmbabs@suddenlink.net or rmbabs@bellsouth.net.
To be published, the article must be your own (not copied from the Internet or another source un-
less you have written permission). 
Photos are most welcome but please limit to three - and again, they must be either your own pho-
tos or come with written permission from the photographer.
We also need photographs from Squadron events (when the Corona war is over) most of us have 
smart phones - snap a couple of photos and send them my way.  
Becky
Lazy Log Editor

usps.org
usps.org
mailto:seopensacola@gmail.com
mailto:rmbabs@suddenlink.net
mailto:rmbabs@bellsouth.net
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Commander (continued from page 1)

on a boating topic and have Q&A. Then I will administer 
a quiz on what we just learned and score it. The winner 
will get a prize. More on this as April gets closer – watch 
the Lazy Log, our PSPS web page, and your email inbox for 
more details.

OK, now to my favorite part of the monthly report – some 
Musing and Etymologizing. There are many things that 
we use often in our boating activity that we 
probably just take for granted, for example, 
the common boathook.

 It is hard to imagine that the first boat hook 
wasn’t invented shortly after the first boat 
many thousands of years ago, but it is actually a fairly 
recent invention. 

The first recorded use of a boat hook was in 1800 aboard 
the Meikle Ferry that transported passengers across the 
Dornoch Firth in Scotland. Like today, it was a simple pole 
with a dual purpose hook on the end – a rounded exten-
sion on the end for pushing away from the dock and a 
hook for catching up a line. Most boaters today still rely on 
the basics: a pole of wood or metal, fixed length or exten-
sion and the basic boat hook. 

There have been several recent improvements that make 
the boat hook a more useful tool. The first is the Hook & 
Moor. This boat hook is designed to hook a line through a 
ring on a mooring buoy or dock, and then pulling the line 
back to the boat for securing. 

It has a spring loaded carabiner in the hook. You place the 
eye of the line in the carabiner, hook the ring, release the 
spring, and pull the line back to the boat. 

 

Hook & Moor Telescopic Boat Hook 2.5m (8.2ft) (landfall-
navigation.com) 1 click this link for a video.

Another new type of hook is 
the Wrino Boathook. This hook 
will allow you to place a large 
loop over a piling or bollard.

 video: https://youtu.
be/6LkHhEyqdvw 2 

Here’s one more boat hook trivia. The Royal Navy has an 
official Boat Hook Ceremonial Drill to be used as the boat 
approaches the dock when uniformed officers are being 
transferred to shore. The Bowman and the Stern Sheets-
man stand fore and aft where the mooring lines will be 
laid. Each sailor stands at ease and holds his boat hook 
vertically, hook down. 

 

The Bowman will raise his hook and strike the deck twice 
to tell the Stern Sheetsman to begin. The hook is then 
raised horizontally over the head, paused for 2 seconds, 
dropped to shoulder height, pause, lowered to full arms 
length down, paused, and then the hook is used to secure 
the lines. When the boat leaves the dock the Coxswain will 
order ‘Fall Out’ and the sequence will be performed again 
and the boat hook stowed.

OK, now let’s switch from musing to some nautical ety-
mology. We did three ‘S’ words last month and we still 
have more to do. Start with ‘sheer’. In common usage 
today the word sheer is used to describe the thin, almost 
transparent fabric such as a sheer curtain. It is also used 
to describe a steep vertical angle such as a sheer cliff. In 
the early days of sail it referred to the longitudinal rise of 
the deck and freeboard at the 
bow and stern of a ship.

The purpose of this sheer was 
to reduce the possibility of the boat diving into or taking 
water over the stern in a following sea. Now let’s look at 
‘sheets’ and ‘shrouds’. Today you get under the sheets to 
sleep, or get wrapped up in a shroud for that last really 
deep sleep. 

However, on a sailboat these words take on new mean-
ings. The lines that hold the mast upright and straight are 
called shrouds. They are usually heavy duty stainless steel 
cables that run from the deck to the upper mast, some-
times over braces called spreaders, and adjustable with 
turnbuckles. 

The sheets are flexible lines that attach to the boom or 
the sail’s clew and run through pulleys and capstans fixed 
to the deck. By hauling in or letting out these lines you 
control the angle of the sail relative to the centerline of 
the boat and the direction of the wind. Some ‘sheet’ trivia. 
On a ketch or schooner (two masted boat) there are three 
sails – headsail (jib), mainsail, and mizzensail. Each has a 
sheet that runs back to capstans and cleats in the cockpit. 

The sheets are not permanently attached to the boat, they 
can run out through the blocks and fly out downwind. 
Needless to say if you lose control of a sheet in high winds, 
you lose some ability to control the boat. If you lose all 
three you lose control of speed and direction. You are 
“three sheets to the wind”. 

And on that note …

Until next month,

 Hook & Moor Telescopic Boat Hook 2.5m (8.2ft) (landfall-
navigation.com)

 WRINO boat hook mooring system for easy boat docking 
from onboard

https://www.landfallnavigation.com/hook-n-moor.html?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI2-v2jPv27gIV0vDjBx3STgfbEAQYAiABEgICcvD_BwE
https://www.landfallnavigation.com/hook-n-moor.html?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI2-v2jPv27gIV0vDjBx3STgfbEAQYAiABEgICcvD_BwE
https://youtu.be/6LkHhEyqdvw
https://youtu.be/6LkHhEyqdvw
https://www.landfallnavigation.com/hook-n-moor.html?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI2-v2jPv27gIV0vDjBx3STgfbEAQYAiABEgICcvD_BwE
https://www.landfallnavigation.com/hook-n-moor.html?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI2-v2jPv27gIV0vDjBx3STgfbEAQYAiABEgICcvD_BwE
http://www.wrino.com/
http://www.wrino.com/

