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Commander

Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

New commander at the PSPS helm
Yup, we went ahead and did it.  We changed the 
watch and it didn’t even hurt!  Okay, what does that 
mean?  First I must admit, once a Nautical Muse, 
always a Muse.  So whether I’m a Squadron Educa-
tional Officer or the Commander the need to muse 

is compelling – so let’s muse a little.  
The term watch is used throughout 
the military and it generally means 
simply what it says: the person on 
watch is supposed to be watching 
what’s happening.  In the nautical 
sense it goes much deeper and in 

maritime law it is codified in the SOLAS Rules as 
it pertains to ‘keeping a lookout’.  The Officer Of 
the Watch (OOW) is a deck officer responsible for 
observing and knowing the ‘state of the ship’ and 

safe navigation at all times 
while on watch.  The watch is 
occupied at all times and at 
the end of the allotted time 
period, the responsibility is 
handed off to the next OOW – 
ie, the watch is changed.  Last 
Friday at our COW, Cdr Chuck 
Fosha handed that responsi-
bility to me, so for the next 
year or so I’ll watch the store 
for you – and I’ll still be the nautical muse.  
Covid 19 has hit our squadron get togethers atten-
dance pretty hard this year and the COW was no 

Change of Watch
(from Left) D/C Karen 
Gercak, AP, pledged in 
the new PSPS Bridge: 
Lt/C John C. von Sen-
den, AP; Cdr Scott Rath-
kamp, SN-IN; V/C Harry 
Hebb, SN; and Lt/C Todd 
M. Larson, AP-IN.
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting and social events 
during the calendar year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at 
… www.psps.me … or by contacting 
either the Commander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come 
for the Boating Education … Stay for 
the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 850-776-
9736 … seopsps@cox.net 

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time

Educational Officer – Lt/C Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 
rsnauman@hotmail.com

Secretary – Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 
850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@suddenlink.net

Past Commander – P/C Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 
850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com

Executive Committee At-Large
Vacant at this time

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

Frank Levy, Dec. 2
Todd Burt, Dec. 6

December Birthdays
John von Senden, Dec. 8
Ellsworth Sacks, Dec. 29

www.psps.me
mailto:seopsps@cox.net
mailto:harry@hebb.me
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
www.psps.me
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I have been a member of the squadron for 6 years 
and am back in town ready to get involved again. I 

appreciate Commander Scott 
asking me to be the SEO this 
next year and the squadrons 
confidence in voting me in. 
Needless to say, how we do 
business today is not the same 
as previous and we as a squad-
ron need to be thinking out of 
the box how to social distance 

and still be on the forefront in our education oppor-
tunities for our members and the public. I am open 
to recommendations on venues (on the water and 
classroom).

SEO Todd Larson AP-IN

Educational Officer

PSPS welcomes back Todd as SEO
December is a quiet month for training, we are hop-
ing to get up and running again after the first of the 
year. As with the upcoming radar seminar the objec-
tive is to schedule on the water segments with each 
seminar or class. Continue to read the Lazy Log and 
review the squadron calendar for upcoming events 
and classes. 
To close out the calendar year Scott will be hosting a 
Radar Seminar on November 28th at his place fol-
lowed by on the water training with radar at Garcon 
Point boat launch. Chuck Fosha has offered the use 
of his boat with radar for the on the water phase. 
Thanks Scott and Chuck. 
SEO Todd  

John von Senden 
earned “Top Prop” 
honors this year - 
outgoing Commander 
Chuck Fosha pre-
sented the award at 
the 2020 Change of 
Watch.
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exception.  Some pictures below show our gathering, 
a dozen of us.  Our guest officer was D/C Karen Ger-
cak, AP and her husband P/N/F/Lt Richard E. Gercak, 
AP-CN.  In her role as D/C, Karen dismissed Cdr Chuck 
and his bridge, and then the Secretary conducted the 
election of the 2021 bridge.  Karen then pledged in 
myself and the new bridge.
Lt/C Todd M. Larson, AP-IN will be our Squadron 
Educational Officer (SEO).  Todd has oodles of experi-
ence teaching, particularly on the ABC course.  The 
ABC course is the single biggest source of new mem-
bers for our squadron so the challenge is for Todd 
and ALL OF US to come out of the Covid Restrictions 
this Spring ready to offer Pensacola boaters several 
opportunities to take ABC and more with us.  More to 
come from Todd as we approach ‘Covid Escape’.
Lt/C Steve Nauman, AP has stepped up as the Admin 
Officer for his second year.  Steve joined us after tak-
ing the September ABC class 2019 and then joined 
the bridge shortly thereafter.  Since completing ABC, 
Steve has taken Seamanship (Boat Handling), Piloting 
and Advanced Piloting and passed them all with ter-
rific grades!  We’re on a countdown to Commander 
here, I can feel it.  BTW, Steve is not in the picture 
below, he had a prior commitment and was unable to 
join us at the COW.
Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP continues as Secretary 
this year.  John has been in the USPS for quite a while, 
like 26 yrs.  In fact, his E number is 7000 lower than 
Harry Hebb!  John has been very helpful since joining 
our squadron.  He stepped in and taught much of the 
Piloting series (along with D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN) 
while I was in the hospital.  John is the recipient of 
the Pensacola Top Prop awarded by Cdr Chuck Fosha 
this year (see pic below).  Congrats John, we appreci-
ate your efforts and experience.
And then there is our Treasurer, V/C Harry Hebb, SN.  
I’m not sure, but I think Harry has held every office 
our squadron has – several times – and quite a few at 
the district and national level: a resource par excel-
lance, our bridge expert.  Thank you Harry.
I do have one more person that definitely deserves 
the official Thank you, our Lazy Log Editor Lt Becky 
Babineaux, S.  Becky took on this challenging task 
some time ago, and even though she’s a little out 
of commuting distance today, she continues to do a 

terrific job with the material we send her – makes us 
look good!  Thank you Becky.
I usually devote a few paragraphs each month to a 
story about a nautical object or person that has some 
historical interest, but I think I have already rambled 
long enough about the who’s and what’s of COWs.  
We can save that story until next month.  
I think I’ll tell you about the lemon.  As the nautical 
muse, I also get to dabble a bit in nautical etymol-
ogy and we are up to the Q’s, so here’s a couple of Q 
words.  The first is a word you rarely hear anymore, 
even around harbors and ports – Quayside (\ ˈkē-ˌsīd 
\).  A quay (pronounced ‘key’) is a structure built par-
allel to the shoreline where boats can tie up, as op-
posed to a pier which is at a right angle to the shore.  
Quayside is the land along the quay opposite to the 
water.  Vehicles would park on this solid ground to 
await cargo offloading.  If there was a charge for tying 
up to the quay it was called Quayage.  
Today if you asked the fuel-boy at your local marina 
which quay you can tie up to, you might get a funny 
look.  Another Q word that has a meaning that has 
changed somewhat is the Quarterdeck.  
In the days of sail the quarterdeck was the first raised 
deck between the main mast and the higher poop 
deck at the stern.  The quarterdeck had the helm 
where the ship was steered and the colors lockers.  
Below the quarterdeck was usually the officer’s quar-
ters.  The poop deck (French for stern, la poupe) was 
raised even higher for observation purposes.  
Over the years the quarterdeck on naval vessels 
became a deck for additional armament, then a float 
plane launch, and today a landing pad for helicopters.  
The poop deck observation platform was relocated to 
the forward superstructure.
OK, ‘til next month;
 


