
The Lazy Log - November  2020 – Page 1

(Continued on Page 4)

Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

The PSPS annual Change of Watch is set for Friday, 
Nov. 13, at Franco’s Italian Restaurant., 523 E Grego-
ry Street.

We’ll begin at 5 p.m. with a social gather and dinner 
and get down to business with the call to order at 6 
p.m. D/C Karen Gercak, AP, will dismiss the outgoing 
commander, Charles Fosha, AP-IN, and install the 
new bridge.

Cdr Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN is nominated to be our 

Change of Watch is set for Nov. 13

Some of you may recall that last year at this time 
I missed writing my Lazy Log article for November 

and December. I was in and out of the 
hospital for several surgeries. As you 
can imagine Nancy was right by my side 
through all of this, and as a result she 
was unable to do much preparing and 
decorating for Christmas. She assured 
me that this year would be different. 

She was going to start decorating early – and she 
did! Here it is mid-October and we already have two 
Christmas trees up and fully decorated, ready for 
Halloween – huh? As I watched Nancy unpack the 
Christmas boxes I wondered how I could turn this 
into a Nautical Musing for the November Lazy Log. 
And there it was. A clear glass (or plastic) globe with 
a Santa Clause riding a hobby horse inside (yes, we 

Snow globes, Santa Claus and Sailing Ships?

new commander for 2021. To replace Scott as our 
Squadron Educational Officer, we welcome back to 
Pensacola, Todd Larson, AP-IN. Steve Nauman, AP, is 
nominated for Administrative Officer and John von 
Senden, AP, will continue as Secretary. There are sev-
eral open positions (see nomination form on page 3) 
- if you have an interest in submitting your name for 
one of these slots, please contact Harry Hebb.

We look forward to seeing everyone at the event.

Educational Officer

used to live in Texas). Another globe with a family 
around the Christmas tree, and a globe with Santa 
and Rudolph that snows when you shake it. Do you 
see where I’m going? As 
the Nautical Muse and 
a proud PSPS member 
I need a Sailing Ship in 
a Bottle Christmas Tree 
ornament. OK, let me tell 
you about this unique 
nautical art form, a Ship in 
a Bottle.

The origins of the ship in a bottle is not known. The 
sailors that whiled away the hours at sea making 
them never signed them. The oldest ship in a bottle 
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting and social events 
during the calendar year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at 
… www.psps.me … or by contacting 
either the Commander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come 
for the Boating Education … Stay for 
the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 
850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com 

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time

Educational Officer – Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
850-776-9736 … seopsps@cox.net

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 
rsnauman@hotmail.com

Secretary – Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 
850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@suddenlink.net

Past Commander – office vacant at this time

Executive Committee At-Large
Vacant at this time

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

George Burton, Nov. 11
Gene MacNaughton, Nov. 12

November Birthdays
Michael Sweet, Nov. 19
Matt Hamilton, Nov. 21

www.psps.me
mailto:seopsps@cox.net
mailto:harry@hebb.me
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
www.psps.me
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Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron 

 
Report of the Nominating Committee 

Pursuant to the Bylaws of the Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron, Sections 5.2 through 5.7 and Section 6.8, 
the Nominating Committee nominates the following members to serve in the indicated office for the watch 
year 2020. Each member has been consulted as to their intentions and has agreed to serve in the indicated 
office. The Educational Officer and the Assistant Educational Officer have been approved by the District 
Educational Officer. The vote on these nominations will be conducted at the Annual Meeting of this 
Squadron on 15 November 2019. 

 
 Commander: Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
 Executive Officer: No nomination 
 Squadron Education Officer: Todd Larson, AP 
 Administrative Officer: Steve Nauman, AP 
 Assistant Educational Officer: No nomination  
 Secretary: John von Senden, AP 
 Treasurer: Harry Hebb, SN  
 Past Commander: Charles Fosha Jr., AP-IN 
 Members-at-Large: No nomination 
  No nomination 
   
 Audit Committee: Dean Hoffman, P   (1 Year) 
  David Simon, S (2 Year) 
  No nomination (3 Year) 
 
 Rules Committee: James Savage, P (1 Year) 
  No nomination (2 Year)  
  No nomination (3 Year) 
 
 Nominating Committee: No nomination (1 Year) 
  No nomination  (2 Year)  
  No nomination (3 Year)  
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
 
Lt/C John von Senden, AP 
Squadron Secretary 
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that has good provenance is on display in Lubeck Mu-
seum, Germany. It has the date 1784 on a sail. During 
the 19th century ship models in bottles became much 
more popular and intricate. The detailed rigging and 
intricate hatch and deck structures are amazing. 
Some even painted harbor scenes on the inside of the 
bottle. 

Making one of these is quite an accomplishment. The 
model was carved, assembled, decorated and paint-
ed. Then the masts, yardarms, sails and rigging were 
assembled and fastened to the deck by tiny hinges. 
With the masts laying down on the hull, the model 
was eased into the bottle and fixed in place. A small 
thread, attached to the Fore Royal Mast, was used to 
raise all the masts until the rigging was tight. 

The thread was attached to the bowsprit, trimmed 
off, and became the fore royal stay. Long needle like 
probes are then used to tweak the sails into shape. 
Finally, seal and wax the bottle to make it waterproof. 
Now, I need to shop for a Christmas ornament sized 
Ship in a Bottle. By the way, the ship in that bottle 
above is the USS Constitution, one of my favorite US 
Naval vessels. There’s lots to tell about the USS Con-
stitution, but I’ll save that story for another Lazy Log 
to come.

OK, let’s do a few nautical words and then we’ll take 
a look at the Education Department. We are up to 
the letter ‘P’ and there are many of them so let’s do 
some now and the rest next month. Take a look at 
the word Pay. Today everyone knows what it means 
to pay. Hand over the $$, settle your account. Back 
in the days of sail it had different meaning on a boat 
– it meant to seal a seam or joint with oakum and 
pine pitch. It comes from the French word paix which 
means pine pitch. One of the best examples of this 
usage of the word PAY I wrote about in my Sept 2019 
Lazy Log, let me plagiarize myself: 

How about ‘there’ll be the Devil to pay’ or ‘tween 
the Devil and the deep blue sea’ - any ideas? Back in 
the day, wooden boats were built with long narrow 
boards laid up on a frame of ribs. The boards were 
called strakes and butted up to each other edge to 
edge. The seam between strakes had to be caulked 
to make it waterproof. The caulking process took a 
bundle of Oakum, plant fiber (usually hemp) soaked 
in hot pine tar, which was pounded into the seam 
using a blunt flat chisel and a caulking mallet. This 

process was called ‘paying the seam’ or ‘paying the 
strake’. As the strakes were laid up from keel to deck, 
they would get longer and longer. The top strake was 
usually the longest and heaviest. On top of this strake 
would sit the deck planks, which would overhang the 
strake by several inches. And the seam between the 
top strake and the deck planks was the deepest seam, 
and the most difficult to swing the mallet under the 
overhang. The top strake had a special name, it was 
called the ‘Devil Strake’. So if your job was to caulk 
this seam, you really had ‘The Devil to Pay’. 

OK, how about the word ‘Pipe’? Today we immediate-
ly think of length of metal tubing, or maybe the thing 
that Sherlock Holmes smoked. Back in the sailing days 
a Pipe was signal-
ing instrument used 
by the Boatswain 
(bos’ns mate) to is-
sue commands to the 
crew (see picture).

By varying the pitch 
and length of notes the Bos’n would pipe up com-
mands to the sailors working in the rigging. Which 
leads me to out next ‘P’ phrase – Pipe Down. I can 
well remember when my sister and I were just kids, 
riding in the back seat of the car, and raising a ruckus. 
My father would look back and yell “hey, pipe down 
back there!” Now I know what that actually means. 
Pipe Down was the signal whistled by the bos’n to an-
nounce the ‘end of day’, requiring lights and smoking 
pipes be extinguished, and the crew to be silent.

We’ll do some more ‘P’ words next month, let’s do 
the education report. Last month I reported that the 
final exams for the AP class were at HQ for grading. 
We received the grades back and all passed with 
excellent scores. Take an opportunity to congratulate: 
Mike Anderson P, Gene Macnaughton AP-IN, and Tod 
Shuls AP-IN. Well done Pilots. 

We have a date you need to put on your calendar. 
Friday Nov 13th is our annual Change of Watch held 
at Franco’s Italian Restaurant, 523 E Gregory St, 
Pensacola, FL 32502. Cocktails at 1700 and dinner at 
1800. See you there.

OK, ‘til next month;

 

(SEO -- Continued from Page 4)


