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Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

Greetings All,

As you know the Chief Commander awards a Merit 
Mark to those members who have made significant 
contributions to the United States Power Squadrons 
in a given year. 

Our squadron commander, Chuck Fosha, makes 
those recommendations and they are reviewed 
by an Area Monitor before being passed on to the 
Chief. 

Our merit mark chairman, the one who collates and 
inputs your input into the merit mark recommenda-
tion database, is Nancy Rathkamp. You can email her 

Take a bow - it’s Merit Mark time again!

enjoying gazing out the window at Perdido Bay. Not 
today. I am looking at the back side of my storm 
shutters as hurricane Sally rolls in. It started raining 
late last night. It is now 1500 and the rain gauge is at 
5.12 inches. The Channel 3 weather app is saying we 
could have 12 to 15 inches by this time tomorrow. My 
dock is already under water and my boats are in their 
lifts as high as they go. Yes, they are tied in. Oh well, 
welcome to Florida in September. 

Post Storm Update: Sally finally came ashore about 
3 a.m. Wednesday morning between Orange Beach 
and Gulf Shores with an eye about 40 miles across. I 

It is getting to the point that I am really looking 
forward to next New Year’s Eve. Not so much as to 

welcome 2021, but to say goodbye to 
2020. 

Here it is September as we are still be-
ing told what we can’t do because of 
Covid. Our education classes are now 
officially off the table for the Fall semes-

ter at Pensacola State. I am hoping that in January we 
can get back on track and offer the new Boat Han-
dling class. If it isn’t Covid it’s the weather. 

As I sit here at my computer writing this I usually 

2020 - is this a year we need to just forget?

at nancy.rathkamp@att.net. 

There are general standards for what qualifies for a 
merit mark in chapter 16 of the Operations Manual; 
however, in light of our unusual year, those standards 
have been enlarged and expanded. Please review the 
standards on page 3, then review your contributions, 
and send your input to Nancy as soon as possible. 

Our first deadline is November 15th but we gener-
ally don’t like to wait until the last minute. Be sure to 
include the total hours 

   Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN

Educational Officer

mailto:nancy.rathkamp@att.net
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting and social events 
during the calendar year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at 
… www.psps.me … or by contacting 
either the Commander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come 
for the Boating Education … Stay for 
the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 
850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com 

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time

Educational Officer – Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
850-776-9736 … seopsps@cox.net

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P 
rsnauman@hotmail.com

Secretary – Lt/C John C. von Senden, AP 
850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@suddenlink.net

Past Commander – office vacant at this time

Executive Committee At-Large
Vacant at this time

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

William Hinners, Oct. 3

Karen Disotelle, Oct. 8

Peggy Neely, Oct. 13

October Birthdays
Dean Hoffman, Oct. 14

David Blyth, Oct. 17

Billy Burchett, Oct. 29

www.psps.me
mailto:seopsps@cox.net
mailto:harry@hebb.me
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
www.psps.me


The Lazy Log - October  2020 – Page 3

(Continued on Page 5)

A section titled “Valuable Service Performed” is 
for any and all other services performed. Exam-
ples might be something like these.

1)   Office held - a brief description of actual 
work done by the officer (the job title is 
not sufficient). Actual work may include 
preparation of reports, budgets, training 
sessions, et cetera.

2)   Committee chair - number of meetings 
chaired, results of meetings, results of 
activity and reports given.

3) Activity chair - number of meetings held, 
results of meetings, results of activity and 
reports given.

4) Committee member - how many commit-
tee meetings attended, work performed 
on activities. Some activities: cooperative 
charting, rendezvous, cruises, predicted 
log contests, change-of-watch dinner, 
founders’ day dinner, auction and Safe 
Boating Week. During the Covid pandemic, 
many virtual meetings may be encoun-
tered. These count during this period but 
should include the details as listed above 
including the times of the meeting/confer-
ence. Please note that ten vessel safety 
checks either face-to-face or virtual qualify 
a person for a merit mark.

5) Executive committee meetings - num-
ber of meetings attended as an officer or 
member-at-large, contributions to meeting 
and reports given. Again, the time involved 
even if a virtual meeting should be includ-
ed.

6) Regular meetings - credit for officers’ at-
tendance and for any other members who 
have been requested by the commander 
to participate in some phase of the busi-
ness meeting. No credit for general mem-

bers; this is a privilege of membership. 
Virtual meetings count if time is included.

7) District meetings - credit for members 
only if attending as a delegate or present-
ing in a workshop or seminar or exhibit-
ing a teaching aid. Again, virtual meetings 
count.

8) There was only one national meeting 
this calendar year, the Annual Meeting in 
Ponte Vedra. Credit for members only if 
attending as a member of the Governing 
Board, as a proxy for the commander, as a 
squadron delegate or by participating in an 
activity such as exhibiting a teaching aid. 
Include travel time and number of meet-
ings, conferences led even if virtual.

9) Participation in civic service activities, 
particularly as regards Covid-19, to in-
clude but not limited to cheering local first 
responders, sewing masks, making cards, 
preparing meals, et cetera.

Submitting the  
Recommendation:
After the Merit Marks are entered and verified at 
the squadrons, committee, and/or department 
level, they are submitted using the appropriate 
button.

The Area Monitor will review the recommenda-
tions to see if they meet the “substantial personal 
effort” requirement. If the Area Monitor does not 
believe that the requirement is met, the mem-
ber’s submission will not be recommended (the 
recommended box is not checked.)

When the Area Monitor has completed his re-
view, his recommendations are forwarded elec-
tronically to the Chief Commander and Head-

Possible Merit Mark Service Scenarios
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am here on the eastern edge of Upper Perdido Bay 
so we caught the NE eyewall about Midnight, the NE 
eye about 3 a.m., the, SE eyewall at about 6 a.m. and 
we exited the Hurricane force winds at about 11 a.m. 
It was a Cat 2 when it hit and dropped to a Cat 1 by 
noon Wednesday. On the bay side of my street (La 
Paz St) they got hit with unobstructed SW winds of 90 
to 100 mph and a storm surge of 8.5 feet above MSL. 

Every house on grade had a foot or two of water com-
ing in their broken windows and doors. Every house 
on stilts lost whatever was stored underneath. The 
winds on the canal side where I am were about 70 
mph sustained. About half of the houses on the east 
side of the street had about 1 foot in the house. 

My house was on a higher grade so the water 
stopped before it got to the door sill – we were very 
blessed. No boats or dock on the bay side survived. 
Many boats went north into the Perdido River area, 
some in our front yards on the canal side, and several 
just sank in their lifts. My Sundancer floated above 
the lift but because I had it tied in it re-settled back 
in the lift as the water receded. My smaller fishing 
boat was in a lift under a boathouse. It got jammed 
into the roof as the water came in, took on water and 
sank. 

Here it is Monday, I got electricity late yesterday but 
still no Cox for internet or TV so I will try to send this 
report to Becky using my phone as a hotspot. 

I am sad to report that we probably had a death here 
on the bay. A good friend of ours had some terrible 
misfortune. Christine Crowell lives on the Heron 
Bayou off Perdido Bay. She just lost her husband Don 
two weeks ago from cancer. Wednesday night her 
pontoon boat broke loose. Her son said he was go-
ing to catch Dad’s boat. She said “don’t go.” He went 
anyway, jumped in a small john boat and headed out 
after the pontoon boat. He never came back. The 
Coast Guard helicopters and planes searched Thurs-
day afternoon and all day Friday. They found the 
pontoon boat, never found him or the john boat. We 
should never underestimate the power of a storm on 
the water. End of update.

Allow me my usual historic and etymology musings 
while we listen to the rain. What historical object 
from the early days of sail would be appropriate to 
look at today? 

Of course, the Hurricane Lamp! 

I hope I will not be needing one before I finish this 
story. Francois Pierre Aime Argand invented the hur-
ricane lamp in 1780. 

Prior to that lamp, open flame oil lamps were used. 
They had problems keeping the wick trimmed and 
working, the slightest breeze would blow the flame 
out, and they didn’t give much light. 

On a ship in a fair wind they were 
essentially useless. Argand came 
from a skilled family, his father was 
a Swiss watchmaker. He studied 
botany and meteorology and by 
his 20s he had published a number 
of scholarly papers on the weath-
er. He took a position teaching 
chemistry and began working on 
improving the distillation of wine 
into brandy. Based on this work 
he partnered with his brother and 
built a large distillery. 

In 1780 he began making improvements to the com-
mon oil lamp. He settled on a design in which the 
wick was cylindrical with the air flow up throught the 
center as well as from the sides. 

He placed the entire assembly in a glass chimney and 
constructed a mechanism to raise and lower the wick. 
His final lamp was a major improvement. The light 
was about ten times brighter, adjustable and wind-
proof. The fuel back them was whale oil or olive oil. 

Today, the fuel of choice is a paraffin derivative (lamp 
oil) or kerosene. Argand’s new lamp quickly became 
the standard at sea and on shore. On board, these 
lamps were used as navigation signals, anchor lights 
and general below deck lighting. These classic lamps 
have been manufactured in the millions over two 
centuries in a form that Argand would still recognize.

OK, let’s do a few nautical words and then we’ll take 
a look at the Education Department. We are up to the 
O’s now. I’m sure you have heard the phrase Over A 
Barrel. Today that phrase means you are in a bad situ-
ation without any good options. Back in the days of 
sail it had a much more colorful meaning. 

(SEO - continued from page 1)
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When a sailor broke the rules, one of the punish-
ments used was a session with the cat-o-nine-tails. 
He would be laid down and fastened to a deck grating 
or tied to the mast and then whipped. If the offender 
was a young boy the punishment was softened a 
bit. They would be beaten across the posterior with 
a cane or cat while bending over (sometimes tied 
down) the barrel of gun. They had a phrase for it, 
“kissing the gunner’s daughter.” 

How about the word Overhaul? Today we use this 
word to describe the work we do to keep something 
in running order or to improve its condition – like 
overhauling your car. On an old sailing ship this term 
was more specific. The vertical lines (ropes) that 
furled (rolled up) and unfurled the square sails are 
called buntlines. 

These lines would gradually chafe against the sails 
and break down. Sailors would go up into the rig-

ging and inspect and replace these ropes. This was 
called overhauling. How about one more, the word 
Overwhelm. In today’s jargon this word is used to 
indicate someone that has been overcome, defeated 
or capitulated to an event. The word originates from 
the Middle English word whelmen which means to 
capsize or turn over, and that was how it was used – 
overwhelm meant your boat capsized.

On the update side I don’t have much to report. The 
final exams for the Advanced Piloting I reported on 
last month are now in HQ for grading – no word back 
yet. We do have 2 dates you need to put on your 
calendar. Our next general meeting will be Tuesday 
Oct 13th, 1730 at Franco’s Italian Restaurant. We are 
looking at Friday Nov 13th for our Change of Watch. 
Mark your calendar, we’ll announce time and place as 
we get closer.

OK, ‘til next month;

quarters. The results of the Area Monitor’s 
review and the reasons for deleting any are 
sent back to the commander.

The Chief Commander may reverse or change 
any of the recommendations since she is the 
one giving the award.

The commander may and should resubmit 
any previous submissions not recommended 
by the Area Monitor giving the additional 
information requested by the Area Monitor. 
If the Area Monitor still does not recommend 
a submission for a member, the commander 
may go directly to the Chief Commander.

After approval by the Chief Commander, 
Headquarters enters the Merit Mark in the 
member’s records and prepares a certificate 
which is posted on-line for the member to 
download.

(Continued from page 3)

Merit Mark 
Standards

What’s your 
Hurricane Sally 
story?
How did you spend Hurricane Sally? Did 
you have a close call adventure? Did 
you learn something to help in the next 
one?
Tell your fellow squadron members 
about it! Send in your stories and pho-
tos to rmbabs@suddenlink.net and 
we’ll publish them in the next Lazy Log!
Don’t worry about the writing - we’ll 
edit if needed.
   Becky
   Lazy Log Editor


