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Education in the  
age of Corona
With almost everything and everyone shut down by 
the coronavirus pandemic things are quieter than 
usual for this time of year.  Still, here are a few items 
on a variety of subjects.

Advanced Piloting Exam.  Although 
the title of the course is now Advanced 
Marine Navigation, the final, take-home 
exam retains the old title.  The class 
was nearing the end in mid-February 

when health concerns increased and they were given 
the choice of finishing the class and taking the exam 
or of waiting and taking it later with the last two 
classes to be repeated.  About half the class finished 
and took the exam and half decided to wait.  

America’s Boating Channel™.   America’s Boating 
Channel is produced by our national organization and 
can be viewed through links on the national home 
page or on YouTube.  Beginning April 8, and each 
Wednesday thereafter, a new boating related video 
will be released.  A link to the first one follows.  If you 
have trouble opening it, copy it to your browser.

BOATER EDUCATION – Download Version.

Dan Boater Benefits.  This is a benefit available to 
members for an additional $25 per year and is a great 
deal as long as you travel more than 50 miles from 
home.  If not, the benefits don’t kick in, but if you do, 
and you get sick, or are injured and need emergency 
transportation back home, it is great coverage.  When 

Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

Educational Officer
Social distancing 
on your boats?
Once again I sit here this evening penning this column 
and watching the news, and 30 days later it is still wall 

to wall Carona Virus. 

 So what about Florida and the ‘stay at 
home’ order?  Can we go boating?  The 
answer is YES and many people are en-
joying their boats as their social outlet.  

The Florida Fish and Wildlife is charged 
with enforcement and the rules are: boats must be 50 
foot apart, and no more than 10 persons on board a 
boat.  Out on the water it is easy to stay 50 feet apart, 
but, at the ramp and in the parking lot it may be a 
problem.  

Also, the FFW officers are monitoring the rules at the 
popular hangouts like sand island and crab island.  It 
is a similar situation in Alabama waters.  In addition 
to all the normal safe boating rules we add the 10 
person max and 6 foot rules.  All non-work related 
gatherings are maxed at 10 persons – boat included.  
The 6 foot rule is not applied if all the persons on the 
boat live in the same household.  

However, if a guest, friend or non-household family 
member is on board the 6 foot spacing rule for every-
one goes into effect.  So, don’t pack the pontoon boat 
and head for the raft-up, you could be fined.  While 
you can still enjoy your boating, our Power Squadron 
activities have certainly taken a hit.  Our general din-

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN

District Educational Officer

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Js-kFWbv3ROEaJhDBCcMn7estFfVwf70
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting and social events 
during the calendar year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at 
… www.psps.me … or by contacting 
either the Commander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come 
for the Boating Education … Stay for 
the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 
850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com 

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time

Educational Officer – Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
850-776-9736 … seopsps@cox.net

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P

Secretary – Lt John C. von Senden, AP 
850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@suddenlink.net

Past Commander – office vacant at this time

Executive Committee At-Large
Vacant at this time

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

Lonn Bailey, May 2

Thomas Kuklish, May 3

Kristen Freeman, May 4

Phyllis Swope, May 5

May Birthdays
Nancy Rathkamp, May 12

Angelica Hamilton, May 13

William Alexander, May 22

Ron Swope, May 29
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www.psps.me
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the link, copy it to your browser.  On the left hand 
column, you will see a link to get your benefit card 
and one for the benefits handbook, as well as sev-
eral other links of interest.

New Courses Coming.  The Boat Systems Commit-
tee is working on a new seminar on marine com-
munications and an outgrowth of this will be a new 
Marine Navigation Systems course, a new Marine 
Electrical Systems course and a new Marine Com-
munications Systems course.  The present com-
munications course is 11 years old and electrical 
systems 12.  The navigation systems course is one 
borrowed from Canadian Power Squadrons and 
is a little more up-to-date.  No word when we can 
expect to see these courses available.

This is your newsletter -  
help make it better!
Got something to say?  Here’s your chance to say it. We need 
articles for the Lazy Log. If you’d like to contribute, please send 
your articles to rmbabs@suddenlink.net.
To be published, the article must be your 
own (not copied from the Internet or another 
source unless you have written permission). 
Photos are most welcome but please limit to 
three - and again, they must be either your 
own photos or come with written permission 
from the photographer.
We also need photographs from Squadron events (when the 
Corona war is over) most of us have smart phones - snap a 
couple of photos and send them my way.
        Becky
        Lazy Log Editor
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NOAA to phase  
out Raster Charts
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
quit providing paper charts some time ago.  However, 
they are still available through NOAA’s certified Print-On-

Demand agents.  Raster charts can also be 
downloaded from the NOAA website. The 
expected sunset on raster charts is Janu-
ary 2025. This applies to the full size charts 
as well as the 8 ½ X 11 booklet charts and 
online raster nautical chart viewer.

Those of you who have taken the Piloting and Advanced Pi-
loting courses may remember that a raster chart is a digital 
representation of a paper charts.  It looks like a picture of 
a paper chart.  NOAA also produces ENC or electronic navi-
gational charts, also referred to as vector charts. Presently, 
they maintain something over 1,200 ENC charts.  Eventu-
ally they expect this number to grow to over 9,000 with 
many of these being large scale 1:5,000 harbor charts.  

Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

Educational Officer

Thank you - once again

I opened my January Lazy Log column like this:

Ahoy Me Mateys – Your SEO and Nautical Etymologist is 
back again!  First let me say Thank You for all the prayers 

and well wishes you sent my way – they 
worked – I’m still vertical!  Early last Octo-
ber what started out as a rather straight 
forward surgery got complicated and I 
ended up flat on my back for 3 weeks in 
the ICU.  I’m still in the middle of several 
months of rehab, but I can see the light at 

the end of the tunnel.

Shortly after writing those words I went back in for a 
reversal surgery, and it appeared to have went well.  Nope, 
a few days later and another emergency surgery.  Ten days 
later I was stabilized so they sent me home – Yeah!  So 
once again, thank you for all the prayers and well wishes 
you sent my way, they work.  And being an educational 
officer I have to ask, what did we learn here?  When you 
see a light at the end of the tunnel, it may be another train 
– be prepared.

OK, how about a few nautical words and phrases and then 
the Ed.Dept report.  From the ‘H’ word category the first 
word that pops up is Head.  

I did a full column on this word some time ago so I’ll not 
repeat the whole story.  It was called the ‘head’ because it 
was sub-deck of open boards located below the bow sprite 
at the ‘head’ of the ship – natural flush.  

How about the word Heave.  Today the common use 
would indicate lifting and throwing a very heavy object.  
Back in the days of sail it referred to one of the axes of 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN

District Educational Officer

(Continued on Page 4)

District 15 Nomination  
Slate on Page 5

Are you registered for  
the conference yet?

the program first went into effect Jan. 1 of this year 
everyone who was already a member was automati-
cally covered at no charge until their membership 
renewal date came up.  There is an exception to that.  
Some members joined at the end of a boating course 
and got 18 months of membership for the price of 
one year.  For those people, the free coverage doesn’t 
start until the first six months of their membership is 
past.  In other words, they cannot get more than 12 
months of free coverage.  If you haven’t  downloaded 
your benefits card yet, you can get it at www.usps.
org/DANBoater.  Again, if you have trouble opening 

District Educational Officer

http://www.usps.org/DANBoater
http://www.usps.org/DANBoater
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ner meetings, bridge meetings, courses and seminars 
are basically on hold until the Stay At Home orders 
are lifted.  BTW, on TV they call it Shelter In Place, 
here in the south think of it as Hunkerin’ Down.

Let’s do some nautical musings before we look at the 
Ed Dept status.  I suspect that most all recreational 
boaters today, if they have to do any ‘navigation’ at 
all, will rely on GPS.  

Whether it is a fancy chart plotter, or simply opening 
the Maps app on their smart phone, GPS is the power 
behind the screen.  It hasn’t always been that easy.  
Prior to 1980 the GPS system was strictly a military 
program.  In 1980 President Reagan issued an execu-
tive order that allowed the public to use GPS.  The full 
complement of satellites that we rely on today wasn’t 
completed until 1993.  

Prior to that, navigation near shore relied on Loran C 
which used multiple low frequencies to triangulate 
position.  Loran C was introduced in 1957 and it was 
again primarily military.  By the 1970’s the electronic 
equipment to use Loran had become smaller and 
cheaper and it was picked up by commercial and 
some recreational boats as their navigation standard.  
If we go back before the 50’s, the methods and tools 
for ocean navigation was Dead Reckoning and Celes-
tial Navigation – the sextant. 

 And that takes us all the way back to 1757 when the 
sextant was invented by John Bird.  Loran C is today 

essentially 
obsolete and 
the equipment 
hard to find, 
what about 
the sextant?  
Think about it, 
Loran and GPS 
both relied on 
electronics and 
battery power 

– neither of which is always reliable.  

When the batteries die at sea what do you have 
left?  Dead Reckoning and Celestial.  No, the sextant 
isn’t obsolete.  In fact our Power Squadron teaches a 

course in celestial navigation, and the naval academy 
and merchant marine schools have brought back 
celestial in their course work.  Here is a picture of my 
sextant which I use when I teach that course.

  

Prior to the sextant, the British Navy used a some-
what crude instrument made out of wood called the 
Octant.  The sextant was first made in 1757 when 
British Admiral John Campbell found that the octant 
was unable to measure many lunar angles.  Let me 
explain a bit about these angles.  When light hits a 
mirror, not straight on, but at an angle it is reflected 
back at the same angle in the other direction.  For 
example, if a beam of light hit a mirror from an angle 
of 45 degrees from the right side it would reflect back 
at 45 degrees to the left side. 

The angle between in and out is twice the incoming 
angle.  The octant and the sextant use two mirrors 
facing each other – one fixed to the frame and the 
other movable to measure the angle between two 
objects. The older octant (oct is Latin for eight) had a 
mirror that could move through an arc of 45 degrees 
(one eighth of a circle), thus it could measure angles 
up to twice that – 90 degrees.  

When they began using their instrument for Lunar 
measurements, 90 degrees was not enough.  Time for 
the sextant (sex is Latin for six).  The sextant’s mirror 
would move through an arc of 60 degrees (one sixth 
of a circle) and measure up to 120 degrees.  Most all 
sextants today can measure the height of the sun, 
moon, or star above the horizon 90 degrees to the 
zenith of the sky and another 30 degrees beyond (for 
over the shoulder sights).  Notice on this close up of 
my sextant the arc goes past 130 degrees.

Personal photograph of Davis Mark 

Continued on next page
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Notice also on this picture the three levels of 
measurement accuracy.  The large arc that goes 
up to 130 is degrees.  The round knob on the 
movable mirror lever is graduated 0 to 60 which 
is minutes of angle (60 minutes per degree).  
Next to the minutes circle on the swing arm is 
one long and 5 short white lines.  This allows you 
to read down to two tenths of a minute.  

Remember the old wooden octant from the early 
1700’s?  It was accurate to about 5 degrees.  My 
cheap plastic sextant is accurate to 0.003 de-
grees.  With this instrument, a good wrist watch, 
and some tables of numbers for calculations I can 
find my position in any ocean to about 4 nautical 
miles.  The old wooden octant could tell you if 
you were in the right ocean – 1200 miles.  

We’ve come a long way.  And if the batteries 
haven’t died, that modern GPS using the L5 band 
is accurate to 18 – 24 inches!  Sign up for some 
of our advanced courses and learn all about this 
stuff.

A couple of nautical words and then the Educa-
tion Department update.  Last month we finished 
up the J’s so let’s look at some K phrases.  To Keel 
Over today means you’ve been knocked off your 
feet or you are dead and gone.  

Originally it referred only to the severe rolling 
over of a sailing vessel from either a strong blast 
of wind or a large wave hitting the beam side.  
You probably recovered from a keel over, but 
maybe not from a capsize.  The typical measure 
of speed on a boat is the Knot.  A knot is a nauti-
cal mile per hour.  A nautical mile is 1852 meters 
(6076 feet) or about 1.15 statute miles.  The term 
knot comes from the way it was measured.  A line 
with knots tied in it a regular intervals (~8 fath-
oms) and a log or sea anchor at the end would be 
tossed overboard.  

As the line ran out a sailor would count the knots 
as they went through his fingers.  Another sailor 
would start a 30 second sand hour glass at the 
first knot and call out at 30 seconds.  The number 

of knots counted would be the speed.  One more, 
Knowing The Ropes.  Today this phrase infers that 
someone knows very well the skills and subject 
matter for a particular job or career.  In the days 
of sail it meant exactly what it said, knowing the 
ropes.  

If you have an opportunity to visit a Tall Ship of 
Sail you will notice lots and lots of ropes.  All 
around the rails are rows of belaying pins each 
securing a rope that leads to a particular sail or 
spar or boom.  On a three masted square rigged 
ship there could be a hundred or more ropes.  
And knowing what each one did was key to being 
a good sailor.

OK, the Education Department.  The Corona 
Virus has put a big damper on our activities.  We 
were able to finish the Advanced Piloting class 
before Pensacola State College was shut down.  
My many thanks to Lt/C John von Senden and D/
Lt/C Ron Swope for teaching this class during my 
convalescence.  

Several students took the final exam and sev-
eral delayed until the COVID 19 is under control.  
Since the Power Squadron HQ office is essentially 
shut down, getting this exam graded and more 
materials ordered is up in the air.  

We also had plans to offer an ABC class to the 
public in the April/May timeframe.  That plan is 
obviously on hold now.  I am still hoping to offer 
2 seminars this summer that combine classroom 
with on the water experience.  Partner In Com-
mand for 6 of our ‘spouse captains’ and Marine 
Radar for 6 or so interested members.  

We are waiting for the college to open back up 
before we can plan our course offerings.

So, while we wait to see what the new normal 
looks like – 

Stay Safe and Healthy,

Continued from previous page


