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Plot faster, easier, 
with OpenCPN
 Using computer software to plot a course is much faster 
and easier than getting out the plotter and dividers and 
doing it the way navigators have done it for the last two 
hundred years or more. Many of us can remember when 

hand-held calculators first came out. We 
often didn’t trust them at first and would 
double check their calculations when 
balancing the checkbook or working on 
income taxes. Today, how many people 
would, or even could, accurately add a col-
umn of 20 numbers?  Eventually we adopt 

new technology. Although the technology for computer 
navigation has been out for many years it has not been 
widely adopted by the recreational boater beyond what is 
available on the chart plotter.
OpenCPN is a free navigational software program that 

Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

Educational Officer
Praying for all impacted 
by Corona pandemic
We pray for all those impacted by this pandemic

As I sit here this evening penning this column and watch-
ing the news, it is wall to wall Carona Virus. 
And this virus appears to be especially 
worrisome for people in my age and health 
bracket – as I suspect are many of our loyal 
Lazy Log readers. Let us all pray for a safe, 
fast, and effective vaccine and treatment as 
we shelter in place at home.

Now, how can I relate this to a maritime topic? Well, today 
when we face a medical crisis, either individually or epi-
demically, we have an extensive medical infrastructure we 
can rely on. It hasn’t always been that way. 

Back in the early 1700’s your options were quite limited. A 
local ‘doctor’ had a few herbal cures, some alcohol based 

elixirs, and a few knives to do blood let-
ting. A sailor in the Royal Navy didn’t fare 
any better – until 1753. In that year King 
George I founded the Royal Hospital Hasler 
in Gosport, Hampshire . It was the first Naval 
hospital. The Royal Naval facility was not 
only the biggest hospital in the UK, but also 
the largest brick building at the time. 

During its heyday leading physicians at-
tached to the hospital were responsible for 
developing a cure for scurvy, setting up the 
first blood bank for wounded WWII soldiers. 
They also maintained a decompression 
chamber, an isolation unit for contagious 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN

District Educational Officer

Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SEO for PSPS, teaches a course on OpenCPN 
at the District 15 Conference. (photo by Phyllis Swope)
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting and social events 
during the calendar year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at 
… www.psps.me … or by contacting 
either the Commander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come 
for the Boating Education … Stay for 
the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 
850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com 

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time

Educational Officer – Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
850-776-9736 … seopsps@cox.net

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Steve Nauman, P

Secretary – Lt John C. von Senden, AP 
850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@suddenlink.net

Past Commander – office vacant at this time

Executive Committee At-Large
Vacant at this time

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

Ruth Dunnavant, April 16

James Mattern, April 23

Lillia Berry, April 25

April Birthdays
George Lambert, April 29

Kathleen Savage, April 30

www.psps.me
mailto:seopsps@cox.net
mailto:harry@hebb.me
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
www.psps.me
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Chief Commander Mary Paige Abbot, SN-IN, is pledged in as Chief Commander on 15 February 
2020. -- Photo by National Photographer Steve Erickson, JN.

 C/C Mary Paige Abbott, SN-IN, was 
pledged in as the first female Chief 
Commander in the 106 year history of 
the United States Power Squadrons. 
Mary Paige became a recreational 
boating safety advocate after a friend 
was struck and killed by a speedboat 
on an Indiana inland lake. 
She has served as: Squadron Com-
mander of the Sanibel-Captiva, Dis-
trict 22; Rear Commander of the 
Membership and Marketing Committees; 
National Administrative and Executive Officer. 
She teaches Partner in Command, Cruising 
and Cruise Planning and OT in 3. She is a na-
tive of Birmingham, Michigan until her family 
relocated to Fort Wayne, Indiana. She is a Uni-

USPS pledges first-ever female commander

versity of Massachusetts Amherst graduate. 
She and her husband Steve retired to South-
west Florida in 1998. Steve has served on the 
Inland and Coastal Navigation as well as the 
National Meetings Committee.
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District Educational Officer

This is your newsletter - help make it better!
Got something to say?  Here’s your chance to say it. We need articles 
for the Lazy Log. If you’d like to contribute, please 
send your articles to rmbabs@suddenlink.net.
To be published, the article must be your own (not 
copied from the Internet or another source unless you 
have written permission). 
Photos are most welcome but please limit to three - 
and again, they must be either your own photos or 
come with written permission from the photographer.
We also need photographs from Squadron events - most of us have 
smart phones - snap a couple of photos and send them my way.
        Becky

you can use in your squadron courses as well as in real 
life on-the-water situations. It is introduced in Section 18 
of Chapter 5 of America’s Boating Course Third Edition, 
and can be used in all the navigation courses from Piloting 
(now called Marine Navigation) through Navigation (now 
called Celestial Navigation). 
Our Squadron Educational Officer, Scott Rathkamp, taught 
a class on OpenCPN at the recent District 15 Spring Con-
ference held in Pensacola.  The program allows you to 
download and use both raster and ENC charts from NOAA. 
You can then set up waypoints, create routes and read 
bearings. You can really do anything you could do with 
traditional navigation methods only a whole lot faster and 
many things traditional methods can’t do. The fly in the 
soup is that like any new software, you have to commit 
time to learn to use it. 
Boat School Put on Hold 
The Mid-South Regional Boat School Boat School sched-
uled for March 26-29 at Naval Air Station Pensacola 
Marina was put on hold due to the Coronavirus situation. 
It was to have been one of the larger schools with partici-
pants in all four skill levels; Inland Navigator, Coastal Navi-
gator, Advanced Coastal Navigator and Offshore Navigator. 
No word on when it will be rescheduled.

 Currents is National Educational Department Newsletter 
Published just before each national meeting, CURRENTS 
provides us with the latest in Educational Department 
information at the national level. The latest issue has ar-
ticles on the new Boat Handling course; the new America’s 
Boating Club® public website; an article on USPS insurance 
for On-The-Water Training Programs; a new phone app 
that will be free to all members; an upcoming new Marine 
Radio seminar and several other articles of interest to 
our membership. To find CURRENTS go to the Educational 
Department Home Page and scroll down to Ed Dept Infor-
mation Center and click on Ed Dept Newsletters. That will 
take you to a list of CURRENTS including a number of back 
issues. 

Advanced Piloting Class Nears End 
The advanced Piloting Class that started in January is 
about to wrap up. As I write this, nine students have 
one more lesson and a review plus the take-home exam 
to finish the course. As part of the homework, students 
spend the last 5 weeks working on a practice cruise that, 
in structure, resembles the final exam. Those who work 
through the practice cruise generally do very well on the 
take-home exam. 
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NOAA to phase  
out Raster Charts
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
quit providing paper charts some time ago.  However, 
they are still available through NOAA’s certified Print-On-

Demand agents.  Raster charts can also be 
downloaded from the NOAA website. The 
expected sunset on raster charts is Janu-
ary 2025. This applies to the full size charts 
as well as the 8 ½ X 11 booklet charts and 
online raster nautical chart viewer.

Those of you who have taken the Piloting and Advanced Pi-
loting courses may remember that a raster chart is a digital 
representation of a paper charts.  It looks like a picture of 
a paper chart.  NOAA also produces ENC or electronic navi-
gational charts, also referred to as vector charts. Presently, 
they maintain something over 1,200 ENC charts.  Eventu-
ally they expect this number to grow to over 9,000 with 
many of these being large scale 1:5,000 harbor charts.  

Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

Educational Officer

Thank you - once again

I opened my January Lazy Log column like this:

Ahoy Me Mateys – Your SEO and Nautical Etymologist is 
back again!  First let me say Thank You for all the prayers 

and well wishes you sent my way – they 
worked – I’m still vertical!  Early last Octo-
ber what started out as a rather straight 
forward surgery got complicated and I 
ended up flat on my back for 3 weeks in 
the ICU.  I’m still in the middle of several 
months of rehab, but I can see the light at 

the end of the tunnel.

Shortly after writing those words I went back in for a 
reversal surgery, and it appeared to have went well.  Nope, 
a few days later and another emergency surgery.  Ten days 
later I was stabilized so they sent me home – Yeah!  So 
once again, thank you for all the prayers and well wishes 
you sent my way, they work.  And being an educational 
officer I have to ask, what did we learn here?  When you 
see a light at the end of the tunnel, it may be another train 
– be prepared.

OK, how about a few nautical words and phrases and then 
the Ed.Dept report.  From the ‘H’ word category the first 
word that pops up is Head.  

I did a full column on this word some time ago so I’ll not 
repeat the whole story.  It was called the ‘head’ because it 
was sub-deck of open boards located below the bow sprite 
at the ‘head’ of the ship – natural flush.  

How about the word Heave.  Today the common use 
would indicate lifting and throwing a very heavy object.  
Back in the days of sail it referred to one of the axes of 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN

District Educational Officer

(Continued on Page 4)

District 15 Nomination  
Slate on Page 5

Are you registered for  
the conference yet?
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diseases, and an asylum to treat sailors with psychiatric 
disorders. The hospital had a remarkable history of medi-

cal care until it fell 
victim to budget 
cuts. In 2009 the 
military sold the 
buildings and land 
for redevelopment.

OK, how about a 
few nautical words 
and phrases before 
we look at the Edu-

cation Department report. Last month we did the H’s – this 
month a few I’s and J’s. 

Our first word is Idler. Today it used to describe a person 
who sits around and does nothing. Also a piece of machin-
ery such as an idler pulley – keeps a belt tight but doesn’t 
do any real work. The word originally shows up as a nauti-
cal reference to refer to those jobs on a sailing ship such 
as cooks and sail-makers that did not have to stand night 
watch. 

 In the Doldrums is another ‘I’ phrase that traces back to 
the days of sail. In modern usage being in the doldrums 
means a person is depressed, unmotivated, lackadaisical, 
without enthusiasm. Back in the days of sail being in the 
doldrums meant you weren’t going anywhere. There is a 
band that runs five to ten degrees north and south of the 
equator called the Inter Tropical Convergence Zone more 
commonly known as the Doldrums. The intense heating of 
the overhead sun causes the hot air to rise directly up. Air 
going straight up doesn’t cause a lot of wind. A sailing ship 
in this area would be going nowhere. Two ‘J’ words and 
we’ll wrap it up. 

 A commonly used word today is Junk and it usually refers 
to anything past its useful life and ready for the junk 
heap. The original meaning of the word back in the days 
of square rigged ships was very specific – old rope. When 
rope aged and could no longer hold a load it was relegated 
to junk status and it began its second life as oakum. The 
individual strands of hemp were teased apart and then 
twisted into a loose cord several feet long. This cord 
would then be soaked in pine pitch or ‘tar’ and then used 
to seal up the boat. It would be pounded into the cracks 
between the strakes (planks that made up the sides of 
the ship), layer after layer until the crack was tightly filled 
and waterproof. One more ‘J’ word, Jury Rig. Today this 
phrase can have two meanings. It may refer to the process 

placing one or more favorable jurors on a jury, or threaten-
ing a juror to comply with the wishes of the defendant. In 
this way the jury was rigged to favor the defendant. The 
second commonly found meaning today is to repair some-
thing with available materials for a temporary fix. This 
meaning is close to the original use of the phrase. When a 
sailboat was in a severe storm and it lost the mast over-
board it was time 
for a jury rig. Any 
long pole left on 
board – piece of 
mast, boom, spar, 
spinnaker pole, or 
even a long paddle 
or oar – could be 
rigged as a tempo-
rary mast. This was 
called a jury mast. Any remaining sail material could then 
be attached to the jury mast and the boat proper and used 
to sail downwind. An interesting side note, the special 
knot that was tied at the peak of the jury mast is called the 
jury knot. It would be pulled snug around the top of the 
jury mast and had 4 points to attach stays – fore and aft, 
port and starboard. 

Enough nautical etymology, what’s happening in educa-
tion? We are close to finishing the Advanced Piloting 
course. Pensacola State (where we teach the class) hasn’t 
shut down completely yet – fingers crossed. 

 I haven’t received any feedback from my offer of a hands-
on Partner in Command seminar yet so I’m not sure if we 
can get 6 students. When this COVID-19 pandemic eases 
off some I will send out an email to the membership at 
large to see if we can field a class. I am also looking at 
a basic ABC class for the general public, but that is also 
pending the Carona outcome. 

We had our District 15 meeting last weekend and I had an 
opportunity to give an overview of the OpenCPN naviga-
tion software that is now the USPS standard. It was well 
received and peaked a lot of interest in computer based 
trip planning. If you would like to learn more about the 
free software, contact me and I’ll point you to the neces-
sary materials.

Stay Safe and Healthy,

 

SEO   Continued from page 1)
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PSPS hosts District 15 Conference

Photos by  
Phyllis SwopeThe District 15 Bridge

National Secretary Harry Hebb 
pledges in District 15 Command-
er Karen Gercak


