
The Lazy Log - March 2020 – Page 1

(Continued on Page 3)

NOAA to phase  
out Raster Charts
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
quit providing paper charts some time ago.  However, 
they are still available through NOAA’s certified Print-On-

Demand agents.  Raster charts can also be 
downloaded from the NOAA website. The 
expected sunset on raster charts is Janu-
ary 2025. This applies to the full size charts 
as well as the 8 ½ X 11 booklet charts and 
online raster nautical chart viewer.

Those of you who have taken the Piloting and Advanced Pi-
loting courses may remember that a raster chart is a digital 
representation of a paper charts.  It looks like a picture of 
a paper chart.  NOAA also produces ENC or electronic navi-
gational charts, also referred to as vector charts. Presently, 
they maintain something over 1,200 ENC charts.  Eventu-
ally they expect this number to grow to over 9,000 with 
many of these being large scale 1:5,000 harbor charts.  

Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

Educational Officer

Thank you - once again

I opened my January Lazy Log column like this:

Ahoy Me Mateys – Your SEO and Nautical Etymologist is 
back again!  First let me say Thank You for all the prayers 

and well wishes you sent my way – they 
worked – I’m still vertical!  Early last Octo-
ber what started out as a rather straight 
forward surgery got complicated and I 
ended up flat on my back for 3 weeks in 
the ICU.  I’m still in the middle of several 
months of rehab, but I can see the light at 

the end of the tunnel.

Shortly after writing those words I went back in for a 
reversal surgery, and it appeared to have went well.  Nope, 
a few days later and another emergency surgery.  Ten days 
later I was stabilized so they sent me home – Yeah!  So 
once again, thank you for all the prayers and well wishes 
you sent my way, they work.  And being an educational 
officer I have to ask, what did we learn here?  When you 
see a light at the end of the tunnel, it may be another train 
– be prepared.

OK, how about a few nautical words and phrases and then 
the Ed.Dept report.  From the ‘H’ word category the first 
word that pops up is Head.  

I did a full column on this word some time ago so I’ll not 
repeat the whole story.  It was called the ‘head’ because it 
was sub-deck of open boards located below the bow sprite 
at the ‘head’ of the ship – natural flush.  

How about the word Heave.  Today the common use 
would indicate lifting and throwing a very heavy object.  
Back in the days of sail it referred to one of the axes of 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN

District Educational Officer
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Are you registered for  
the conference yet?
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting and social events 
during the calendar year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at 
… www.psps.me … or by contacting 
either the Commander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come 
for the Boating Education … Stay for 
the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 
850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com 

Executive Officer – office vacant at this time

Educational Officer – Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
850-776-9736 … seopsps@cox.net

Administrative Officer – office vacant at this time

Secretary – office vacant at this time

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@suddenlink.net

Past Commander – office vacant at this time

Executive Committee
Lt John C. von Senden, AP 
850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

Benjamin Vanderlike, Mar 2

Trent Burt, Mar 6

Catherine Vogel, Mar 12

Claudia Coleman, Mar 16

March Birthdays
Scott Rathkamp, Mar 20

Joe Moffitt, Mar 28

Melinda Blyth, Mar 29

Ruth Teagle, Mar 29

www.psps.me
mailto:seopsps@cox.net
mailto:harry@hebb.me
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
www.psps.me
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DEO   Continued from page 1)
They are developing what they call NOAA Custom Chart 
(NCC).  This will allow users to create and download and if 
desired print, their own custom chart defining their own 
scale and paper size centered on a position they choose.  
This is really remarkable.  This is in the development stage 
and a lot of work has yet to be done.  However, you can as-
sist by going to the link here and trying out the prototype 
and then giving feedback on it.  Start with the prototype at 
https://devgis.charttools.noaa.gov/pod and then tell them 
what you think through the ASSIST feedback at https://
nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/customer-service/assist. 

The end of raster and paper charts won’t happen all at 
once.  Some will be pulled earlier than others.  NOAA has 
put out a document titled Sunsetting Traditional NOAA 
Paper Charts, End of Paper and Raster Nautical Produc-
tion, Introduction of NOAA Custom Charts.  Get the full 
story by reading this document at

https://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/publications/docs/raster-
sunset.pdf. 

Training at the District Conference
Training at the upcoming District 15 Spring Conference will 
be on OpenCPN.  OpenCPN is a free navigational software 
program that you can use in your squadron courses as well 

as in real life on-the-water situations.  It is 
introduced in Section 18 of Chapter 5 of 
America’s Boating Course Third Edition and 
can be used in all the navigation courses 
from Piloting (now called Marine Naviga-
tion) to Navigation (now called Celestial 

Navigation).

District Educational Officer

In order to save time we plan to load the necessary 
software from flash drives before class starts rather from 
the online site.  We will have them only for PC’s and not 
for Mac’s.  However, we do expect to have a couple extra 
computers available.  We want to load the software some-
time between Friday Registration and before class starts 
on Saturday so I would appreciate a head count.  We will 
load from a flash drive.  There will be no charge unless you 
want to keep the flash drive in which case there is a $5.00 
charge.  Class will be after lunch on Saturday and run 2 to 
2 ½ hours.  Please contact me at 850-516-1259 or seop-
sps@att.net if you plan to participate in this training so I 
can make the arrangements. 

Where is Magnetic North?

If you weren’t paying attention you probably assumed it 
was somewhere in Northern Canada where it was a few 
years ago when I took my first navigation course.    Well 
that reference point we all depend on when out on the 
water has always been on the move.  The thing is, it has 
recently really picked up speed and is now clear out of 
Canada and in the Arctic Ocean and for the first time 
in recent history last year moved to the eastern side of 
the Prime Meridian.  It is moving on a course for Siberia.  
What is also interesting is that the pole not only is mov-
ing in a direction toward Siberia at a rate of just under 25 
miles per year according to the World Magnetic Model 
just updated by NOAA/British Geographical Society, but it 
also has a daily motion that takes it in a loop covering up 
to 50 miles.  All of this has little effect on us as boaters in 
our latitudes but it can have important effects on scientific 
uses for magnetic readings in more northern and espe-
cially polar latitudes.

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN

This is your newsletter - help make it better!
Got something to say?  Here’s your chance to say it. We need articles for the Lazy Log. If you’d like to 
contribute, please send your articles to rmbabs@suddenlink.net.
To be published, the article must be your own (not copied from the Internet or another source un-
less you have written permission). 
Photos are most welcome but please limit to three - and again, they must be either your own pho-
tos or come with written permission from the photographer.
We also need photographs from Squadron events - most of us have smart phones - snap a couple of 
photos and send them my way.
        Becky
        Lazy Log Editor

https://devgis.charttools.noaa.gov/pod
https://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/customer-service/assist
https://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/customer-service/assist
https://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/publications/docs/raster-sunset.pdf
https://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/publications/docs/raster-sunset.pdf
mailto:seopsps@att.net
mailto:seopsps@att.net
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motion.  If your boat was in a beam sea then it would be 
rolling side to side.  

Headed into the waves is called pitching fore and aft. If 
you stand at the bow or stern of a pitching boat and feel 
like you are going up and down, that is called ‘heave’.  If 
you stand there long enough and you forgot your Drama-
mine that opens up another definition of heave – we don’t 
have to go there.  

One more pair, Horse and the Hounds.  Today when you 
hear that phrase you immediately get a mental image 
of overdressed Englishmen galloping across the fields 
screaming “Tally Ho the Fox”.  Tracing way back to square 
rigged sailing ships, and still used building sail boats today, 
these words have very nautical meaning.  

The rigging that controls the sails is the running rigging, 
lines called sheets.  The sheets are fastened to the deck of 
the boat through a pulley (block) that is swivel attached to 
a metal plate.  This plate is called a ‘horse plate’ and the 
whole fixture a ‘Horse’.  

A small sailboat with a mainsail and jib sail would have 
one Mainsail Horse and two Jib Sail Horses.  The standing 
rigging is called stays.  They hold the mast vertical.  Each 
stay is attached to the mast through a metal plate with 
a welded eye, or, through a keyhole shaped hole in the 
mast.  These attachments are called ‘hounds’.  So the next 
time you go sailing say ‘thanks’ to your Horse and Hounds.

OK, the Education Department.  
We kicked off the Advanced Piloting (Advanced Naviga-
tion) class.  I was able to attend the first class then ‘boom’, 
back in the hospital.  John von Senden is scheduled to 
teach half the classes and myself the other half.  Once 
again Ron Swope has stepped up to cover for me while I 
recover.  Thank you Ron.

I have decided to try something a little different with a 
seminar.  I spent some time studying our roster and I think 
I see a pattern.  

A couple joins the squadron and signs up for the first class.  
Under the ‘Two Sharing One Book’ policy both take the 
class.  At the next class (Seamanship or Piloting) the Family 
Boat Captain (usually Hubby) signs up for the class, the 
second in command doesn’t.

 In short order we have well trained family boat captains, 
and about the same number of Partners-In-Command that 
could benefit from some basic training.  I also believe we 
need to do more hands on, practical, on the water train-
ing.  I’d like to test this theory.  

My boat can accommodate 6 students and myself as 
instructor. On a Saturday I would teach the Partner In 
Command as a seminar at my house to get the What do I 
do.  Then a quick lunch followed by a couple hours on the 
water practicing How do I do it.  No ‘Captains’ allowed!  
We can practice right here on Upper Perdido Bay – 3 miles 
of open water, practically no boat traffic, and nothing to 
bump into, lots of wiggle room. 

Consider this a first offering for an April – June time frame.  
If you qualify (remember, I know who the Captains are) 
and would like to give it a try, contact me. (776-9736 / 
seopsps@cox.net)  For the captains that feel cheated out 
there, patience.  

I am also trying to work up a similar activity for you.  I’m 
looking for someone with a boat that will take 6 students 
and me and has radar on it.  We can do the same thing: 
Radar seminar / lunch / OTW Practice.

Until next month …

SEO   Continued from page 1)

More than your connection to 
the water - being a  member of 
America’s Boating Club is bigger 
than boating - it’s about  
friendship!

mailto:seopsps@cox.net


 

District 15 

Nominating Committee Report - 2020 

 

Commander    Karen Gercak, AP 

Executive Officer   Wil Hugli, SN 

Education Officer   Ron Swope, SN 

Administrative Officer  Taylor Baldridge, P 

Secretary    Don Rowe, SN 

Treasurer    Daniel Ross, S (?) 

Assistant Secretary   

Assistant Treasurer  Mike Turner, AP 

Assistant Education Officer Richard Carson, JN 

 

 

Nominating Committee: 

1 year … Barry DeArmond, AP 

2 year … Joey Wheeler, AP 

3 year … ___________________ 

 

Rules Committee: 

1 year … Glenn Roy, AP 

2 year … Chris Houha 

3 year … ___________________ 

 

Auditing Committee: 

1 year … Scott Bordelon,  

2 year … Lenny Long, SN 

3 year … ____________________ 

 

 

Submitted by: 

P/D/C Don Ellis, SN (Chairman) 

P/D/C Barry DeArmond, AP 

P/D/C Joey Wheeler, AP 


