
The Lazy Log - January 2020 – Page 1

Executive Officer

(Continued on Page 4)

Lt/C Mike Curci, AP-IN 
New year - new goals

Well, it’s a new year and I am sure we are all looking for-
ward to warmer months ahead and getting back into the 
boating season (almost all year around here), and taking 
out to our maritime adventures.  I have in 
past months elaborated on several topics 
but for thought for this month, I would 
cover a tough subject to help keep is all 
safer in the months ahead.  Lets look at 
the MOST COMMON causes boating accidents.
Drum Roll Please!
Number one on my list is running out of gas!  Can you 
believe it!  It’s more common than you think.  Running out 
of gas in the middle of a small lake is almost humorous.  
Not so much deep into the Gulf of Mexico on a fishing trip.  
I know you are asking yourself how do people run out of 
gas?  Let your imagination wander and I am sure you can 
conjure up many reasons.  
I follow a simple rule:  1/3 out, 1/3 back and 1/3 in re-
serve.  We teach this rule in almost all of our safe boating 
classes because it’s a good rule.  So, what happens when 
you haven’t arrived at your offshore destination and you 
are down by 1/3?  Answer is easy, turn around and go 
home and try to make a better plan next time.
Sure you can try to find a marina someplace on your route, 
and if available, do fill up.  I have a rule when taking a 
log-distance motorcycle trip, never pass up a gas station, 
just don’t do it.  And if a marina is conveniently along your 
route, by all means, fill her up.  Depending on your boat, 
having extra gas cans is a good idea if your deck space 
allows for safe and secure storage, otherwise be cautious 
and smart.
Number 2 - Running Aground.  
I am sure nobody on our squadron has even run aground 
or will admit it, but it does happen.  Knowing what to do 

Commander

Getting ready
Cdr Charles Fosha Jr., AP-IN

I take over as your new Commander with several goals in 
mind - and I think they’re goals we can easily accomplish.

First is to just have more fun - we have 
several outings a year - Rendezvous, Dean’s 
famous Ocktoberfest and more. I’d really 
like to see both more attendance at these 
events and more participation in the plan-
ning process so we’ll plan outings that will 
be enjoyable and meaningful for all the 

squadron.

Perhaps we can develop a method of contacting members 
monthly to remind them of upcoming events in the squad-
ron and elicit their help on a particular project or need.
The second goal is to maintain or increase our member-
ship. We’ve made some great strides in increasing mem-
bership over the last couple of years and I’d like to see that 
momentum continue.
Third, I would like us to develop an outreach program to 
promote kids safety.  I think this could lead to more adult 
involvement in our squadron. We will be continuing this 
discussion over the next few months and hopefully we’ll 
come up with some action items
Again, I’m honored to be your new commander and I look 
forward to continued growth of the squadron over the 
next year.

Let’s put the fun back in PSPS - 
make plans to join 

 in the activities this year!
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting 
and social events during the calendar 
year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at 
… www.psps.me … or by contacting 
either the Commander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for the Boating 
Education … Stay for the Friendssm
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Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Charles Fosha, Jr., AP-IN 
850.384.8264… cfosha@gmail.com 

Executive Officer – Lt/C Mike Curci, AP-IN 
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Educational Officer – Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
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Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
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Executive Committee
Lt Mike Babineaux, S 
901-413-8893 … fmbabs@cox.net

Lt John C. von Senden, AP 
850-361-4294 … john@southerngirl.net

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

David Kimball, Jan. 5

Will Donahoo, Jan. 17

Lyda Brand, Jan. 18

January Birthdays
Harry Hebb, Jan. 19

Chris Jones, Jan. 24

Rod Powell, Jan. 29

www.psps.me
mailto:mikecurci@gmail.com
mailto:seopsps@cox.net
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
mailto:harry@hebb.me
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
mailto:fmbabs@cox.net
www.psps.me
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under 10 horsepower.  Bill Husted, a USPS member from 
Stuart, FL, is America’s Boating Club Liaison to the Florida 
Boating Advisory Council.  At their last meeting one item 
of discussion was whether or not the mandatory boater 
safety education should be extended to non-motorized 
vessels?   Should it extend to vessels of less than 10 horse-
power?  There was also discussion about changing the age 
requirement making all operators required to have educa-
tion.  Keep in mind that these are discussions.  

Another issue that came up was “bow riding”.  Until 2016 
this was illegal in Florida and is still considered so in many 
states.  This is where a person rides in the bow of the mov-
ing boat with feet dangling over the side.  The danger is 
for that person to fall overboard and to be run over by the 
prop.

Here is a paragraph from his report.  “Educators and 
others are invited to send comments to me regarding 
suggested implementation of any legislation impacting 
boating safety education for non-motorized vessel users.  
I will pass along your recommendations to FWC for more 
discussion at our next meeting.  Among questions to be 
answered are the following:  Should non-motorized vessel 
users be required to take a boating safety course? Should 
ALL users be required to take a course?  What type of 
course?   Should there be a quick phase-in or other pro-
cess?  If so, in what time frame?  What type of boats are to 
be included?  Your comments to the bow riding issue are 
also encouraged.”  If you have any comments on either of 
these issues please send them to Bill Husted at uspsprc@
att.net. 

Boat School Scheduled for February

The United States Power Squadron’s Boat Operator Cer-
tification (BOC) committee is conducting a “Boat School” 
in concert with the Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron in 
Pensacola, Florida, 26 through 29 March 2020. Success-
ful completion of the “Boat School” on-water education, 
accompanied with specified USPS University courses and 
seminar completions, leads to levels of certification as 
an Inland Navigator, Coastal Navigator, Advanced Coastal 
Navigator or Offshore Navigator. The BOC “Boat School” is 
available to all USPS members and includes on-water edu-
cation leading to certification as specified in the respec-
tive BOC Passport. The Passport for each of the 4 levels is 
purchased prior to class through the student’s Squadron 

D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN
Our national organization’s Board of Directors has autho-
rized the use of the on-the-water skill level suffix with a 
member’s official identification.  The letters IN, CN, ACN, 
or ON designate the highest Boat Operator Certification 
skill level obtained by the member to indicate Inland Navi-
gator, Coastal Navigator, Advanced Coastal Navigator and 

Offshore Navigator in that order.  In the 
past these letters were used unofficially, 
especially within the Educational Depart-
ment, but were not part of a member’s 
official identification.  

In past issues I’ve explained that the rank a member 
holds is temporary, and indicates the job presently held.  
A department head such as the secretary is a lieutenant 
commander, abbreviated Lt/C and that comes before the 
name.  The grade indicates the level of advanced grade 
course completed as follows: Seamanship (now Boat Han-
dling), Piloting (now Marine Navigation), Advanced Pilot-
ing (now Advanced Marine Navigation), Junior Navigation 
(now Offshore Navigation) and Navigation (now Celestial 
Navigation).  Finally, Senior Navigator, SN, indicates the 
member has completed all advanced grade courses and 
any six elective courses not counting the new Canadian 
Power Squadron radar course.  Even though the names of 
the courses have changed, the names of the grades have 
not.  You will still be a Seaman, Pilot, or whatever.  Also the 
title of the student manuals have not yet been revised, al-
though I expect that to change as new courses are written.

The grade; S, P, AP, JN, N or SN comes after the name.  If 
the member has a BOC skill level that will follow the grade 
separated by a hyphen.  For instance, Lt/C Jane Doe, AP-
CN.  You can have a grade and skill level without a rank, 
like Joe Boater, S-IN.  You can also have a rank without 
a grade, like Lt John Doe.  However, you cannot have a 
skill level without a grade since Inland Navigator require-
ments include completion of the Seamanship course and 
each additional skill level require an additional grade level 
course.  While grades and ranks are not used at all times, 
if the member has a BOC skill level, it is listed after the 
grade.

Vessel Safety Course for Non-Motorized Boaters? 

Under current Florida law, with a couple of minor excep-
tions, anyone born on or after 1 January 1988 who op-
erates a boat of 10 horsepower or more must obtain a 
Florida Boater Safety ID card.  The law as currently written 
does not apply to non-motorized vessels, nor to vessels (Continued on Page 6)

Executive Officer
Skill levels are now official

mailto:uspsprc@att.net
mailto:uspsprc@att.net


The Lazy Log - January 2020 – Page 4

Educational Officer

if (let’s assume you are helping another boater, and not 
yourself) can make all the difference in the world.  I retell 
the story of the YELLOW ROSE of Texas.  It was Willie 
Nelson’s houseboat, fairly large and moored at Lake Travis 
northwest of Austin, TX.  
One evening during the worst thunderstorm I have ever 
seen, I saw the Yellow Rose heading out of the harbor.  I 
laughed to my buddy and said, “Looks like an accident 
waiting to happen.”  Well, sure enough several hours later 
in the middle of the night while asleep, I heard a very bad 
sound…….engine not running well at all.  I looked out and 
saw the Yellow Rose heading back with a severe list to port 
bilge running wide open and one outdrive missing.  I said 
to myself, “Must have been a hell of a party.”  
Number 3 - Falling Overboard
How do you do this?  It’s really easy when you have been 
drinking and stupidity trumps common sense.  Its more 
common that you would think and remember, you don’t 
float face up, its face down or unconscious and fatal if 
not retrieved immediately.  Solution?  Again, easy.  Watch 
yourself when drinking, always have a buddy system in 
place and wear an appropriate PFD the can inflate if your 
go in.  I know folks say even the Type Vs are uncomfort-
able, but death is even more so.  Not for you silly, for your 
friends and family you may leave behind.
Number 4 - Sinking
I know you must think this cant happen to me, but it 
does happen to a lot of boaters who say the same thing.  
Sinking does not need to be as a result of an accident, 
although that can certainly occur, but over the smallest of 
details.  How about the over tightened drain plug or fitting 
recently worked on by the local marina.  Think that cant 
happen?  Guess again; it happens more than we think.  So 
get into the habit of checking your bilge often and most 
certainly at the start of every outing.  It may save life.  De-
velop a safety checklist specific to your boat, and cover it 
in plastic.  Keep it handy and follow it meticulously.
Number 5 - Fire
Boat fires are increasingly rare, thanks to spark-protected 
mechanical systems and double-clamped fuel lines. Still, it 
pays to be safe. Always sniff the bilge for fuel fumes. Look 
for obvious fuel spills or leaks, or a rainbow-hued slick 
on bilge water. And never start a marine engine without 
running the bilge blower for at least five minutes. Make 
sure you have fire extinguishers aboard, rated for fuel or 
electrical fires, and that they’re still charged. Have them 
inspected or replace them if in doubt.
The first thing I installed on my boat was an automatic fire 
extinguisher in the engine compartment that activates on 

heat or flame.  I boat with confidence that if the engine 
catches fire, I can save the vessel.  
Number 6 - BREAKING DOWN  
I used to think that breaking down was a symptom of a 
bad boater, until it happened to me.  Not directly my fault, 
but the marina failed to adequately tighten the exhaust 
bellows hoses follow a repair and water sprayed on the en-
gine causing me to shut it down and get a tow.  It happens.  
If you develop a battery fault and are boating at night, go 
to your safety kit (I am sure you have one) and get your 
flashlight, signal flares and the like to make it easier for 
any would be rescue vessels to see you and other boaters 
too!  Having a spare hand-held VHF radio is a good idea 
as well.  Prices have been coming down for years now and 
they are quite affordable.
Number 7 - Speeding at Night
This is just pain dumb.  It’s harder to see other vessels at 
night and your reaction time is summarily affected.  Re-
member that the other guy may have had a battery failure 
and his running lights may be inoperative.  SLOW DOWN 
AT NIGHT.
Number 8 - Lacking proper safety gear.
We harp on this topic in each of our classes and yet boat-
ers don’t heed the message.  Develop a list for your boat 
and keep it handy.  Annually, inventory your safety items 
(kept in a separate box) for adequacy and quantity.  Of 
course, the most important item is your PFD, for you and 
all aboard.  Size them properly and NEVER put a child in an 
adult Life Vest.  If planning a trip with another family with 
younger children, ask if they have appropriate child-sized 
life vests.  There are several outlets that you can check for 
these rentals.  See Life Jacket Rental - Outdoors Geek
Number 9 - Ignoring Weather
It doesn’t have to be storming for the weather to ad-
versely affect our planned outing.   High winds and intense 
sun can also take their toll.  But understand that weather 
can and often changes during the day taking a perfect day 
into a nightmare.  If equipped, keep your weather radio 
onboard properly tuned.  Always get a marine forecast 
BEFORE you head out and plan accordingly.  If the weather 
is suspect, delay or don’t go out.  NOBODY will think ill of 
you for erring on the side of caution.  They may actually 
appreciate it!
Number 10 - Keep a Lookout
This sounds silly but boats do collide with one another or 
into a structure.  Remember the story of the sports celeb 
hitting a pier or something else?  It happens more than 
you would like to believe and coupled with visibility issues 
induced by night or weather and speed, having another 
set of (sober) eyes always is a good idea.

(Continued on Page 6)

XO --- (Continued from page 1)
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Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

Educational Officer

The return of the Nautical Muse!

Ahoy Me Mateys – Your SEO and Nautical Etymologist is 
back again!  First let me say Thank You for all the prayers 
and well wishes you sent my way – they worked – I’m still 

vertical!  Early last October what started 
out as a rather straight forward surgery 
got complicated and I ended up flat on my 
back for 3 weeks in the ICU.  I’m still in the 
middle of several months of rehab, but I 
can see the light at the end of the tunnel.

In my last column I talked about some nau-
tical words and phrases that began with ‘D’.  There are not 
too many ‘E’ words with a nautical origin. I know of one 
that is still in common usage and one that you’ve probably 
not heard often – unless you are a lawyer.  

The first is the Eye-Splice.  This word basically means the 
same now as it did hundreds of years ago when it first 
appeared in print.  A ‘splice’ is the knot that is formed 
when two lines are fastened end to end or one line is 
looped back on itself, and the method is weaving the three 
strands together.  

With the invention of the Double Braided Rope the splice 
is made by trimming some of the core strands and insert-
ing it into the braided cover of the second rope.  It acts like 
the children’s toy of years ago called the Chinese Handcuff 
– the harder you pull the tighter it gets.  In particular, the 
eye slice is used to form a loop or ‘eye’ in the end of a line.  
This loop is very useful for mooring and dock lines.  Most 
dock lines for sale at the boat store will include an eye 
splice at one end. 

The second ‘E’ word is commonly used only in the le-
gal community – In-Extremis.  The base word means ‘to 
advocate extreme measures or views’.  In nautical-speak 
it takes on a new meaning.  Remember back when you 
took the ABC or Seamanship class you learned about the 
COLREGS (International Rules for Prevention of Collisions 
At Sea). 

 Under those rules if two boats were on a potential colli-
sion course, one would be designated the Stand-On vessel 
and the other boat the Give-Way vessel.  The Stand-On 
vessel must maintain course and speed and the Give-Way 
vessel must adjust course and speed to avoid collision.  
This works only if the Give-Way vessel is knowledgeable of 
the rule and paying attention.  If the Give-Way vessel does 
not take avoidance action, then the Stand-On vessel must 
abandon their ‘right’ and make collision avoidance maneu-
vers.  That point when you must decide to drop Stand-On 
and become Give-Way to safely avoid a collision is called 
the In Extremis point.  

If you continue acting like a Stand-On after you become 

In Extremis, then the maritime courts will assign you a 
percentage of Fault – open your wallet. 

Next month I’ll look at ‘F’ words and phrases, and there 
are quite a few.  How about one ‘F’ word just to tease 
what’s coming up.  Most every boating enthusiasts have 
heard the word Fathom.  We all know it is a measure of 
the depth of the water – 6 feet. 

But, do you know where it comes from?  The word 
traces back to the Anglo-Saxon word ‘fætm’ meaning 
the embracing arms, or to embrace. In those days, most 
measurements were based on average sizes of parts of 
the body.  A fathom is the average distance from fingertip 
to fingertip of the outstretched arms of a six-foot tall man 
hence six feet.

What›s new in Education?
OK, let’s wrap up the etymology and look at the Education 
Dept.  The Piloting class was a big hit, I heard many good 
comments.  I had originally planned to teach this class 
but surgery changed those plans.  John von Senden, Mike 
Curci, and Ron Swope stepped in to teach and proctor the 
class – many thanks to them.  The final test for that class 
has been sent to HQ for grading and I watch for results 
soon.  We are planning the follow-on Advanced Piloting 
class beginning in mid January and run Mondays through 
March.  College holidays will likely kick us into April.  If you 
have completed the Piloting class and would like to tackle 
the Advanced Piloting class, let me know and we’ll sign 
you up.

In addition to one full 10+ week class each semester I like 
to teach a couple of seminars.  Over the past year I have 
had conversations with members that asked about a Radar 
class.  I can offer either a full 10 week Radar Class or a 
two hour seminar on Using Radar.  If you are interested in 
learning more about radar, let me know.  Another seminar 
that I think might be useful for our ‘boating families’ is 
Partner In Command.  Each family tends to have the ‘cap-
tain’ that takes all the courses and skills classes and drives 
the boat.  This seminar is aimed at the ‘co-captain’ spouse 
or kids.  What do you need to know to help with the safe 
operation of the boat and what do you do if the captain 
is incapacitated.  We also have a seminar called Fuel and 

(Continued on Page 6)
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Number 11 - STAY SOBER
I capitalized this for a reason.  When impaired you become 
a bad boater, a danger to yourself, your crew and other 
boaters unlucky enough to get in your way.  I didn’t say 
don’t have a cold one, just be mindful of how much you 
have had and always have extra water aboard.  Know boat-

ing plan and stop any alcoholic beverages in sufficient time 
to return sober so you don’t make a fool of your self at the 
dock.  We have all seen this and although it can be comi-
cal, an alcoholic at the helm is never a good thing.
So there you have it, Mike’s Rules for a fun boating day. 
My special wish for all to have a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

Educational Officer.  
Successful completion of the “Boat School” includes cer-
tification in one of the four levels, and opportunity to be-
come a Certifier and Certifier Trainer. The school includes 
classroom education for the BOC program, and each level 
of certification. Classroom is located at Pensacola Naval Air 
Station classroom in the Bayou Grande marina office, with 
operation on Pensacola area waters. Boating is accom-
modated using the student boats. Room and board is ar-
ranged by the student. Pre-agreed room rates are available 
at the Pensacola Holiday Inn Express. Actual dates for the 
school depend on the BOC level class date.  
The plan is: 

• 26 March BOC classroom and Inland Navigator on-
water certification. 

•  27 March Inland Navigator and Coastal Navigator on-
water certification.

• 28 March Coastal Navigator and Advanced Coastal 
Navigator on-water certification. Begin  Offshore Navi-
gator on-water certification. 

• 29 March make-up day and close school.  
Students should enroll before 15 February 2020 to al-
low completion of logistics for the school. 

• Contacts for further information and enrollment are:  
- Program manager Bob Burton – Cell 251-747-2416   
bobburton5@gmail.com - Mid-south Assistant Region-
al Director Dick Carson – Cell 251-978-2161 richardcar-
son@mediacombb.net.  
- Holiday Express Inn reservation desk - 850-696-2800

DEO (Continued from page 3)

XO - (Continued from Page 4)

Boating.  This two hour seminar covers the safe use of 
gasoline and diesel on a boat, computing and evaluating 
fuel consumption, system care and safety, and environ-
mental issues associated with fueling a boat.  The Power 
Squadron currently offers 26 different seminars on many 
different topics.  If you’d like to continue your education 

SEO - (Continued from Page 5)

More than your connection  
to the water - being a   
member of America’s Boating 
Club is bigger than boating  
- it’s about friendship!

two hours at a time, sign on to our national site (usps.org) 
and check out the Members/Education Department/Cur-
riculum/Seminars page.

‘Til next month,

mailto:bobburton5@gmail.com
mailto:richardcarson@mediacombb.net
mailto:richardcarson@mediacombb.net
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Christmas at the MacNaughtons


