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The Commander

Staying the course - Commander takes his leave

Executive Officer

(Continued on Page 4)

Cdr Todd Larson, AP

Lt/C Mike Curci, AP-IN 

I have had the honor and privilege these past three years 
of navigating PSPS from the helm.  Many thanks to the 
bridge for their support as it has been mostly smooth 

sailing even in uncharted waters.  The 
squadron has stayed on course in all 
areas: education, civic service and social 
in addition to membership growth.

The squadron’s growth has been directly 
related to the efforts of the Education 
Officer, Scott Rathkamp, SN, Assistant 

Education Officer Ron Swope, SN, and the certified in-
structors that made manifest America’s Boating Course to 
the public. Their interface with the students gained the 
respect and interest in what the squadron has to offer 
resulted in membership growth unsurpassed. It led us not 
only district wide but nationally, earning recognition at the 
USPS Annual Meeting in Orlando.

Also contributing to our growth was the uncharted water 
of the Boat Operations Certification Program (BOC). Ron 
has been very diligent in initiating and maintaining the 
program. The squadron’s six Inland Navigator (IN) certi-
fiers have been very active in supporting the training.  The 
classroom portion has been tailored to achieve final quali-
fication for the Inland Navigator in as early as nine months. 
Scott was able to provide a schedule to support advanced 
classes and seminars to fulfill the requirements for final 
qualifications through required courses.

Despite all the hard work within the squadron we still had 
time for socializing.  The social side is not the number one 
priority of the USPS but we still excelled with our dinner 
meetings, rendezvous, parties and cocktails hours.  Dean 
Hoffman continues to regularly host parties and members 
always step up for the occasion.

As I turn the helm over to Chuck Fosha, AP, at our Change 
of Watch on Nov. 15  I have no doubt the squadron will be 
staying on course.

The Commander

Keep your outing fun -  get a vessel safety check first

What puts the fun in a fun-filled outing is having a reli-
able boat with all the necessary equip-
ment operating properly. One of the top 
services we provide in the Pensacola Sail 
& Power Squadron is a free vessel safety 
check (VSC). It’s an important safe-guard, 
and our certified examiners happily 
perform these checks to all who need them.  There are no 
consequences if you don’t pass.  Our goal is simply to help 
make boating as safe as possible for you, your family and 
your friends, through education.

The United States Power Squadrons and the U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary are partners in this valuable program 
offered to the boating public.  All examiners are certified 
and trained on the latest requirements.  The Vessel Safety 
Check is similar to the review that is performed by the U.S. 
Coast Guard if you are boarded, except that it is voluntary, 
and only you receive the results.
If you would like a Vessel Safety Check, let me know. And, 
how did we do this past year in our safety checks? See 
page four for a report.
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting 
and social events during the calendar 
year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at 
… www.psps.me … or by contacting 
either the Commander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for the Boating 
Education … Stay for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net

Executive Officer – Lt/C Mike Curci, AP-IN 
850.607.2402 ... mikecurci@gmail.com

Educational Officer – Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
850-776-9736 … seopsps@cox.net

Administrative Officer – office vacant at this time

Secretary – Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@cox.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@cox.net

Past Commander – P/C Rod Powell, AP 
850-637-1876 … 

Executive Committee
Lt Mike Babineaux, S 
901-413-8893 … fmbabs@cox.net

Lt David Blyth, S 
 850-221-5614 … dbx@freedom408.com

Lt Lyda Brand, S 
850-736-6973 … lydab@sbcglobal.net

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

George Burton, Nov. 11

Gene MacNaughton, Nov. 12

November Birthdays

Michael Sweet, Nov. 19

Matt Hamilton, Nov. 21

www.psps.me
mailto:xnaveng@cox.net
mailto:mikecurci@gmail.com
mailto:seopsps@cox.net
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
mailto:harry@hebb.me
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
mailto:fmbabs@cox.net
mailto:dbx@freedom408.com
mailto:lydab@sbcglobal.net
www.psps.me
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Update from the DEO
D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN

Hands on Training completed
About 2 ½ hours of classroom training focusing on why 
boats behave the way they do and what the helmsman 

can do to make the boat do what he or she 
wants it to, prepared Doug Berry for his 
on-the-water instruction the following day.  
This program, known as Hands-On Training, 
can be done on the member’s own boat, 
which is preferable, or on another boat.  

The boat must be under 26 feet, have a single engine 
and a steering wheel, as opposed to a tiller.  It can be an 
outboard or an inboard outdrive.  Doug used his 19 foot 
Boston Whaler center console w/135 HP outboard engine. 

In addition to the 21 
O-T-W skills taught 
while underway, there 
are a number of items 
covered at the dock.  
A pre-exercise check 
list is used to ensure 
that safety features 
like horn, vhf radio, 
bilge pump, etc. work 
and that the boat and crew is ready to go.  Chuck Blair and 
I shared the classroom instruction while Chuck was the 
on-the-water instructor.  “The most useful thing I learned 
was using a spring line to depart and return to the dock.  I 
just wish I had learned that 20 years ago”, claimed Doug.  
He added, “The hardest part of the exercise was going 
through the buoys on plane.”

Boat School is March 26, 2020
Now is the time to sign up for the spring Boat School.  
This will be held Thursday-Sunday March 26-29, 2020 at 
Bayou Grande Marina aboard NAS Pensacola.  There will 
be opportunity to meet on-the-water qualifications for all 
for levels of Boat Operator Certification; Inland Naviga-
tor, Coastal Navigator, Advanced Coastal Navigator and 
Offshore Navigator.  It will also provide the opportunity for 
members to become Certifier Trainers at the above levels.  
Certifier Trainers are the ones who qualify IN’s, CN’s, etc. 
to become Certifiers, so that in turn they may be able to 
certify on-the-water at that particular level.  This school is 
a big undertaking and it will take a lot of coordination and 
planning.  It involves three districts, 15, 17 and 21 totaling 
29 squadrons.  To see the requirements for the various 
levels go to the Educational Department Home Page and 

put your curser over On The Water Training and Education, 
then OTW programs for members, then Boat Operator 
Certification, and then select which level you want.  There 
you will find lots of information about that level of the 
program including requirements and under downloads 
the guide for that particular level.  Our squadron does not 
currently have anyone qualified to certify Coastal Naviga-
tors or higher levels, nor do we have any Inland Naviga-
tor Trainers.  In fact, the closest CN Trainers are in New 
Orleans, so this is a great opportunity to qualify people 
closer to home.  To sign up contact our own Bob Burton at 
bobburton5@gmail.com or call him at 251-747-1536 if you 
have any questions.  I encourage you to do it now so that 
planning can move ahead.  

Two new Inland Navigators
Tom Kuklish, P-IN and Tod Shuls, S-IN are the latest mem-
bers of our squadron to be designated Inland Navigators.  
To earn this designation they had to complete the basic 
boating course (ABC) Sea-
manship, Engine Mainte-
nance and Marine Electri-
cal Systems.  In addition 
there were four seminars, 
a hands on using a fire ex-
tinguisher and they had to 
demonstrate their mastery of the on-the-water skills.  This 
brings the total of new Inland Navigators in our squad-
ron this year to five plus one from Perdido Bay that went 
through our classes, seminars and skill demonstrations.

ABC3 Class graduates
I was recently contacted with a request to hold a boating 
class aboard NAS Pensacola primarily for military person-
nel living aboard the base, especially students living in 
dorms.  We set it up for the Crow’s Nest at Bayou Grande 
Marina and a month before the class was to start we dis-
tributed flyers where the people living on the base would 
see them.  From the base we got zero response, but we 
did get some response from civilians who saw it online.  
The Friday before it was to start on the following Tuesday, 
we weere able to move the class to the Pensacola State 
College Warrington Campus.  We had six students in the 
class.  Mike Babineaux, Todd Larson, Dave Simon and I 
handled the instructor duties.  Two of the students were 
already members and two more were his grandchildren.  
Of the remaining two, Gary Buffington joined our squad-
ron and brought his wife aboard too.  Welcome, Gary and 
Millie!

mailto:bobburton5@gmail.com
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Executive Officer  --------------------------------------------------------------------- continued from Page 1
UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS  - DATE:10/03/2019

VESSEL SAFETY CHECK FOR YEAR- 2019
 * = NOT QUALIFIED     D= DECEASED 

DIST# 15  SQUAD:  Pensacola Sail &  Power Squadron  - DECALS SENT:  120
          NAME                          TOTAL CHECKS    # PASSED     LAST CHECK DATE
          Charles M. Blair                       4              3          5/14/2019
          Lyda L. Brand                           1              1          5/18/2019
          Michael Brand                         1              1          4/12/2019
          Billy G. Burchett                      6              4          5/23/2019
          Mike J. Curci                           10            10          4/10/2019
          Charles E. Fosha Jr.                 0             0          6/23/2018
          Todd M. Larson                       12              9            6/08/2019
          Frank M. Levy                          9             9          9/18/2019
          Rod Powell                               7              7          7/14/2019
          David P. Simon                         4              4          5/14/2019
          William C. Wickham                6              5            2/16/2019

     TOTALS PSPS          11 INSPECTORS        60 CHECKS        53 PASSED

Educational Officer
Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

Squadron Educational Officer Scott Rathkamp who usually fills this 
space with nautical tales is unable to enlighten us with the origin of 
nautical words or terms or otherwise spread the educational word this 
month.  Scott went into the hospital in early October for surgery.  He 
got the good word that there was no cancer but 12 days later he was 
still in the hospital due to unanticipated complications.  Please keep 
Scott and his wife Nancy in your prayers.  

Our SEO is temporarily out of commission

PSPS Annual  
Christmas Party

Dec. 7 | 6 p.m.
The MacNaughton Home
(watch email for details)
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Dean’s Famous 
Annual  

Octoberfest

Photos by Phyllis Swope and Becky Babineaux
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Pursuant to the Bylaws of the Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron, Sections 5.2 through 5.7 and Section 6.8, the 
Nominating Committee nominates the following members to serve in the indicated office for the watch year 2020. Each 
member has been consulted as to their intentions and has agreed to serve in the indicated office. The Educational Of-
ficer and the Assistant Educational Officer have been approved by the District Educational Officer. The vote on these 
nominations will be conducted at the Annual Meeting of this Squadron on 15 November 2019.

                                      Commander:   Charles Fosha Jr., AP-IN

                              Executive Officer:  Mike Curci, AP-IN

             Squadron Education Officer  Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

                      Administrative Officer:  No nomination

           Assistant Educational Officer:  No nomination 

                                            Secretary:  Rebecca Babineaux, S

                                            Treasurer:  Harry Hebb, SN 

                                Past Commander:  No nomination

                              Members-at-Large:  Mike Babineaux, S

                                                                       John Von Senden, AP

                               Audit Committee:  Dean Hoffman, P          (1 Year)

                                                                  David Simon, S             (2 Year)

                                                                     No nomination              (3 Year)

                               Rules Committee:    No nomination             (1 Year)

                                                                   James Savage, P           (2 Year) 

                                                                 No nomination              (3 Year)

                     Nominating Committee:   No nomination             (1 Year)

                                                                    William Wickham, AP   ((2 Year) 

                                                                  No nomination              (3 Year) 


