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The Commander

Hosting the USPS District 15 conference

(Continued on Page 4)

Cdr Todd Larson, AP
Summer is fading and fall is right around the corner which 
means the busy holiday season will soon follow.  

What does this mean to the squadron?  It means now is 
the time to start the planning for the 
District 15 Conference Spring 2020 we 
are hosting.  As many of you know an 
event of this magnitude requires ad-
vance planning, organization and hard 
work to be successful. We will need 
committee members to secure an appro-
priate venue and a banquet facility. In 

addition we will need a hospitality chair to be in charge of 
other related tasks.  The time frame is during spring break 
when hotels are frequently at capacity so now is the time 
to step up and get the ball rolling.

Many of you have attended past District 15 conferences 
while many others do not know what to expect or their 
purpose. I have selected sections from the USPS Opera-
tions Manual basic guidelines and information recom-
mended for hosting a conference that can be viewed on 

the USPS website.  District 15 is set up where a squadron is 
the host and not the district.

The number beside the paragraphs is the chapter and 
paragraph number from the Ops Manual. The areas that 
I have in bold letters are areas that need the squadron’s 
attention minimum. 

11.21 District conference. Each district is required to hold 
a district conference between 1 March and 1 May and 
between 1 October and 1 December each year unless 
the requirement is waived by the Board of Directors. The 
conference is the primary meeting of the district and is 
a clearing house for subjects of particular interest to the 
district. Questions of policy and procedure appear on the 
agenda, and participation by all squadrons in that district 
is important to consolidate ideas on these subjects.

In planning a District Conference, the Conference Plan-
ning Committee should pay particular attention to both 

America’s Boating Club will hold the Mid-South Regional 
Boat School for on-the-water certification Thursday, March 
26 through Sunday, March 29, 2020. 

Headquarters will be the Bayou Grande Marina on NAS 
Pensacola.  All levels of BOC certification will be offered.  
Registration begins Oct. 15 through HQ800.  

All students must procure the PASSPORT for level being 
sought and bring their downloaded copy of the respective 

BOC manual. They must have their own serviceable PFD. 
All students and certifiers will receive a copy of the Certi-
fier Seminar for their review before class. Students are to 
bring copies of NOAA Charts for areas instructed by the 
certifier. Students will be expected to share fuel cost for 
boat being used.

Candidates for CN, ACN, and ON should provide their own 
boats equipped in accordance with the CN, ACN, and ON 
Manuals. The CN boat should have anchoring gear and 
GPS. All certifiers and students are expected to bring a 
pleasant personality with the ability to be flexible. 

Mid-South Regional Boat School details set
P/C Bob Burton, SN-CN
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting 
and social events during the calendar 
year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at 
… www.psps.me … or by contacting 
either the Commander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for the Boating 
Education … Stay for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net

Executive Officer – Lt/C Mike Curci, AP-IN 
850.607.2402 ... mikecurci@gmail.com

Educational Officer – Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
850-776-9736 … seopsps@cox.net

Administrative Officer – office vacant at this time

Secretary – Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@cox.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@cox.net

Past Commander – P/C Rod Powell, AP 
850-637-1876 … 

Executive Committee
Lt Mike Babineaux, S 
901-413-8893 … fmbabs@cox.net

Lt David Blyth, S 
 850-221-5614 … dbx@freedom408.com

Lt Lyda Brand, S 
850-736-6973 … lydab@sbcglobal.net

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

William Hinners, Oct. 3

Karen Disotelle, Oct. 8

Peggy Neely, Oct. 13

Dean Hoffman, Oct. 14

October Birthdays
David Blyth, Oct. 17

Becky Babineaux, Oct. 25

Billy Burchett, Oct. 29

www.psps.me
mailto:xnaveng@cox.net
mailto:mikecurci@gmail.com
mailto:seopsps@cox.net
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
mailto:harry@hebb.me
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
mailto:fmbabs@cox.net
mailto:dbx@freedom408.com
mailto:lydab@sbcglobal.net
www.psps.me
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Hands-on Training Offered
D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN

Steve and Theresa Nauman attended the PSPS 
Rendezvous on Sept. 7.  Along with their son, 
Connor (not pictured) they joined the squadron. 
Another guest (not pictured) Bill Rodebush also at-
tended and later joined.  (photo by Phyllis Swope)

I hope you all will join me in welcoming our four newest squad-
ron members, who all attended our Rendezvou. 

Steve and Theresa Nauman joined PSPS at the Blue Angel Ren-
dezvous; their son, Connor, also joined.  They recently moved to 

Gulf Breeze from the Chicago area.  

Bill Rodebush, who attended the Renezvous with 
Dave Nicholson,  is originally from Michigan but 
has lived in Pensacola for many years.  He joined 
PSPS a few days later. Both Steve and Bill have 

taken advantage of their educational opportunities by enrolling 
in the current Marine Navigation course (formerly Piloting) and 
in the basic boating course (ABC3).  

Steve looked us up on line and received an invitation to the ren-
dezvous.  Bill attended the rendezvous too at the invitation of 
long time member Dave Nicholson.  A hearty America’s Boating 
Club welcome to all four of you.

Hands-On Training 
Hands-On classroom training will be held on Monday evening  
Oct. 7 with on-the-water training to be held the following day 
as well as the following Saturday, Oct. 12, if necessary.  

Classroom location is the Southwest Branch library at the cor-
ner of Bauer Rd and Gulf Beach Highway.  It starts at 5 p.m. and 
will last about 2 ½ hours.  See page 3 of the September issue of 
the Lazy Log for more details.  Contact me at 850-516-1259 or 
Email me at seopsps@att.net to register.

The ABC Class is in 
full swing on Tues-
days and Thursdays. 
Here Cdr Todd Larson 
talks about personal 
floatation devices.

mailto:seopsps@att.net
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civil and religious holidays occurring during the planned 
conference dates. Every effort should be made to avoid 
planning a conference that spans those holidays. District 
Chaplains should advise the planning committee on sched-
uling conflicts with religious holidays. A listing of the Jew-
ish holidays can be found in the Table of URLs in Chapter 
Zero. (We need to take into consideration Easter 12 April 
2020.)

11.22 Procedures. The district commander or secretary 
sends notice of a district conference as far in advance as 
possible to the commander of squadrons in the district as 
well as to the chief commander, the national executive of-
ficer and the national secretary. This notice gives the date, 
time and place of the conference and is sufficiently timely 
to allow national officers to make plans for attendance. 
Because district commanders and their staffs are usually 
elected and installed at the spring conference, with the 
chief commander or his representative present, the D/C 
notifies the designated visitor in advance as to the nature 
and timing of duties he will be expected to perform in 
connection with installation, pledging and presentations. 
If flags of office or plaques are to be presented, the official 
visitor is properly briefed. If any amendments to district 
bylaws are to be voted on, they are set forth in the notice 
of the meeting as required by the district’s bylaws.

There are two means by which district conferences are 
arranged: 1) The district assumes full responsibility for the 
conference, under the leadership of a conference chair 
and a conference committee. The district commander ap-
points a chair who is willing to serve for several years, thus 
providing continuity and experience; 2) The conference is 
hosted by one or more squadrons in the district. It is usu-
ally desirable to have host squadrons attend to the gen-
eral and social features while responsibility for arrang-
ing business meetings is placed on one of the district’s 

department heads. Hosting a conference by a squadron 
enhances the prestige of that squadron and increases in-
terest of its members in district affairs. The responsibility 
for the format of a conference rests with the district.

11.23 Agenda. Squadron commanders of the district 
communicate with the DXO well in advance, giving a 
brief summary of the subjects they wish presented at the 
conference. The D/C prepares an agenda including mat-
ters brought up within the district and additional national 
matters. It may be the duty of a designated district depart-
ment head to correlate these agenda and reduce them to 
simplified forms. Some districts prefer to have a council 
meeting a month or six weeks in advance of a conference, 
at which time the agenda is discussed and brought into 
final form. In the event that an amendment of the district 
bylaws becomes necessary, it is advisable that it first be 
discussed at a district council meeting, then referred to 
the district rules committee for preparation and final rec-
ommendation by the council to the district conference for 
adoption. Preliminary approval by the Committee on Rules 
is recommended, and final approval by this committee is 
mandatory.

A district conference includes meetings or seminars of 
all departments and committees of the district in order 
to provide a full and complete discussion of all district 
activities. Details of plans for these meetings of the de-
partments are arranged by the D/C with the assistance of 
each department head and committee chair.

Educational meetings during the conference provide an 
opportunity to exchange ideas for improving teaching 
methods and for discussion between instructors on effec-
tive presentation of subjects, proper use of teaching aids 
and other matters of interest to all members.

Commander  --------------------------------------------------------------------- continued from Page 1

More than your connection  
to the water - being a   
member of America’s Boating 
Club is bigger than boating  
- it’s about friendship!
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Educational Officer

Who came up  
with the PFD?
Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

If you have taken any courses at all with 
the Power Squadron the term ‘PFD’ is no 
stranger to you.  From the very first night 
of the very first course (ABC) we emphasize 
the importance of PFDs.  And the statistics 
prove it over and over again – PFDs save 
lives.  

So, how did it all get started?

If we go back to the mid-18th century, England was a pow-
erful sea faring nation, and kept records of its maritime 
activities.  These records show that thousands of British 
seaman drowned each year, some estimates put the num-
ber at 4,200 per year.  And these same records indicated 
that about 25% of them could have been saved if they had 
access to some form of flotation device.  

This prompted Dr. John Wilkinson to invent the first cork 
lifejacket in 1765.  To promote its use he wrote a book Tu-
tamen Nauticum (Seaman’s Preservation from Shipwreck, 
Disease, and other Calamities) and pushed hard on the 
major shipping companies to spend a little money on their 
seamen’s safety.  

A charity organization was founded in England with Royal 
Patronage in 1824 known as the National Institution for 
the Preservation of Life from Shipwreck.  This volunteer 
organization provided boats and seamen that would row 
out to ships in distress in storms and rescue the crew.  
Standard issue for these men were the cork lifejackets.  
The photo below shows one of these lifesaving crews in 
their cork lifejackets.

This institute was re-organized in 1854 as the Royal Naval 
Lifeboat Institution, and about that time one of the RNLI 
Inspectors, Captain John ward, introduced an improved 
version of the lifejacket.  The cork floats were sewn into 
pockets in a vest style canvas jacket.  This provided suffi-
cient flexibility for rowing and swimming. 

 The cork-in-pockets lifejacket remained popular for many 
years.  It did have some drawbacks though – mobility, 
comfort, and the cork was rather hard.  For example, years 
later when the Titanic went down, many of the survivors 
were wearing cork-in-pocket jackets.  When they jumped 
into the water from several decks up the cork floats 
slammed into their jaws when they hit the water.  Many 
were knocked unconscious or had broken lower jaws.  In 
the early 1900’s a vegetable material known as kapok was 
found to be almost as buoyant and much softer.  

Much of the kapok’s buoyancy came from the waterproof 
pouches holding it.  If the pouch broke, the buoyancy 
dropped off.  The next improvement was replacing the 
kapok with rubber or poly foams that were inherently 
buoyant.  In 1928, Peter Markus invented the first inflat-
able PFD.  Almost immediately it garnered the nickname 
‘The Mae West’ after a well-endowed actress of the time.  

Most of the PFDs we see today are variations and improve-
ments in those basic designs.  However, the bottom line 
is still the same, they save lives – but only when you wear 
them!

Okay, let’s play nautical etymologist for a few minutes be-
fore we do the Ed Dept update.  Last week I shared a few 
“D” phrases from a previous Lazy Log, let’s look at a few 
more.  How about Davy Jones Locker.  This was seaman’s 
slang for ‘bottom of the sea’.  The story goes that Davy 
Jones was the owner of a Pub on the London waterfront in 
the 16th century.  

If a young man drank too much and was noticed by a ‘re-
cruiter’ he would be offered another drink that contained 
a knock out drug.  He would be placed in Davy’s ale locker, 
and later transported to a Royal Navy ship.  When he woke 
up he was at sea and in the Navy.  You didn’t want to sleep 
it off in Davy Jones Locker …  

You have probably heard the phrase Dead Reckoning 
before.  Today, this is the method you use when all of your 
electronic navigation systems quit and you can’t see the 
shore or any aids to navigation.  Many think that is why 
it is called DEAD reckoning – my GPS died and my iPhone 
battery is dead!  Sounds logical but not so.  

Dead reckoning is a method of determining your position 
based on: 1) knowing where you were at time zero, 2) How 
fast you are moving, 3) The compass direction you are go-

(Continued on next page)
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SEO Musings  --------------------------------------------------------------------- continued from previous page

ing, and 4) The time since your last position ‘fix’.  Using a 
formula we call Sixty ‘D’ Street (60D=ST) we can calculate 
our new estimated position.  

Back in the days of sail and early motoring this was the 
primary method of navigation and they called it ‘deduced’ 
reckoning – they deduced their new position.  Over the 
years ‘deduced’ was shortened to ‘ded’ reckoning and 
today we write ‘dead’ reckoning.  

One more quick one – Deep Six.  Today we measure the 
depth of the water in feet or meters.  Back in the day, 
depth was measured in fathoms and you may still see fath-
oms reported on older charts.  A fathom is 6 feet.  Deep 
Six meant to throw something overboard and watch it dis-
appear – fathom by fathom.  I could say a few more words 
about old fashioned ways of measuring things at sea, but 
that might be beating a dead horse.  Uh oh, did I just do 
another one?  Yup, Dead Horse.  You might think that 
‘beating a dead horse’ meant that even whipping a dead 
horse won’t make him run.  Today, you’d be right, that is 
the common usage.  The phrase actually had its origin in 
the Royal Navy days of sail.  The Navy would traditionally 
pay the common seaman one month’s wages in advance 

before they sailed, probably intended to help support the 
family while he was at sea.  Then after four weeks at sea, 
having worked off their advance of a month’s pay, the 
sailors would have a special celebration.  It was customary 
to hoist into the rigging a canvas effigy shaped like a horse.  
Trying to get any useful work out of these celebrating sail-
ors was like ‘flogging that dead horse’.

Okay, enough musing and etymology, what’s happening in 
the Education Department?  By the time you read this our 
Piloting / Marine Navigation class should be in full swing.  
We have about a dozen folks signed up and they represent 
a full spectrum of experience, from novice boaters to ‘old 
salts’.  This makes the class a lot more fun, not only for the 
students, but for the instructors also – learning goes both 
ways!  Lt/C Mike Curci AP-IN, John von Senden AP and I 
will be teaching this class.  I’m looking forward to facilitat-
ing this class and the Advanced Piloting that follows next 
spring.  D/Lt/C Ron Swope SN-IN has a few more irons in 
the fire so watch for his report.

Dean’s Famous 
Annual  

Octoberfest

Oct. 19
Watch your email 

for details!
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There was plenty of good food at the September Rendezvous 
with hamburgers and hotdogs prepared by our excellent cook 
team.

Dave Nicholson put together a board for practicing 
knots and for a little contest to see who could tie a 
cleat hitch the quickest. (photo by Phyllis Swope)

Everybody got a try at the cleat hitch. (photo by Phyllis Swope)

Sept. 7 turned out to be a beautiful day for a Ren-
dezvous at Blue Angel Park.

Good weather, good food and good company at the 
PSPS September Rendezvous. (photo by Phyllis Swope)


