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The Commander

Why I love sailing 
vs. motor boating

Executive Officer

Rendezvous is great for 
fellowship, recruiting

Cdr Todd Larson, AP Lt/C Mike Curci, AP-IN 
Frequently I am asked why I prefer sailing over motor boat-

ing and although my answer is usually 
much shorter, here is my long version:

Sailing requires knowledge, skill and a 
high level of alertness. With knowledge 
comes weather, tides, terrain and more 
than just familiarity of your boat.  Alert-
ness is needed with wind speed and 
direction, the incoming weather, head-

ing, sail trim, hull/crew, position board setting etc. Learn-
ing what to do at any given time, function as well as reflex 
action is skill. 

I find the combination of all three challenging and why I 
prefer sailing or…….maybe it is just the pleasure of being 
on the water, or is it the wonder of the wilderness or that 
it teaches you some valuable lesson every time you go out. 
Just maybe because when you are fully engaged and the 
main is pulling, the rail is dipping and the spray is flying, 
there is not a single other thing in the universe that mat-
ters.

One of the most popular events in the Pensacola Sale 
and Power Squadron is our rendezvous- 
and that’s why we’ve got another one 
planned for Saturday, Sept. 7, at Blue 
Angel Park.

The location of the park is perfect for us as it allows us the 
perfect blend of picnic and water - we can enjoy a great 
meal and social time with our fellow members and we can 
arrive by land or by water. 

The last few event have been catered by Sonny’s BBQ, but 
this time we’re going back to our tried and true pot luck.  

The squadron will provide burgers, hotdogs and brats and 
we’re relying on the great cooking skills of our members to 
supply the rest. Please bring a side dish or dessert and the 
beverage of your choice.

This is also a great opportunity to bring friends, family or 
prospective members to meet the squadron. Over the 
years, we’ve gained a few new members who got to know 
the group through a rendezvous.

If you travel by land, the park is about 9 miles from the 
NAS back gate off of Highway 98 just before the Lillian 
Highway bridge to Alabama. (see map on rendezvous flyer 
on page 9).

By water, its located on the northeastern shore of Perdido 
Bay, south of the Lillian Bridge. GPS coordinates for the 
Blue Angel Marina are Latitude North 30 38.57 and Longi-
tude West 87 42.82.

Questions or to rsvp, email me at mikecurci@gmail.com or 
call me at 254-681-1075.  I’ll see you there!
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting 
and social events during the calendar 
year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at 
… www.psps.me … or by contacting 
either the Commander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for the Boating 
Education … Stay for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net

Executive Officer – Lt/C Mike Curci, AP-IN 
850.607.2402 ... mikecurci@gmail.com

Educational Officer – Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
850-776-9736 … seopsps@cox.net

Administrative Officer – office vacant at this time

Secretary – Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@cox.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@cox.net

Past Commander – P/C Rod Powell, AP 
850-637-1876 … 

Executive Committee
Lt Mike Babineaux, S 
901-413-8893 … fmbabs@cox.net

Lt David Blyth, S 
 850-221-5614 … dbx@freedom408.com

Lt Lyda Brand, S 
850-736-6973 … lydab@sbcglobal.net

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

Jim Zimmerly, Sept. 9

Robert Wilkerson, Sept. 13

Michael Alexander, Sept. 16

Claudia Wickham, Sept. 16

Tod Shuls, Sept. 19

September Birthdays
Joan Simon, Sept. 20

James Yenzer, Sept. 20

Chuck Blair, Sept. 21

Michael Brand, Sept. 30

www.psps.me
mailto:xnaveng@cox.net
mailto:mikecurci@gmail.com
mailto:seopsps@cox.net
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
mailto:harry@hebb.me
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
mailto:fmbabs@cox.net
mailto:dbx@freedom408.com
mailto:lydab@sbcglobal.net
www.psps.me
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Hands-on Training Offered
D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN
Lessons in basic powerboat handling is one of 

the benefits of squadron mem-
bership.  It’s called Hands-On 
Training.  This is what we used 
to call Practical On-the-Water-
Training.  

As a member you can take the 
session over two days in October at no charge.  
We do not offer it to non-members.  A class-
room part lasting about 2 to 2 ½ hours will be 
held at the Pensacola Southwest Branch Library 
at the intersection of Gulf Beach Highway and 
Bauer Rd on Monday, Oct. 7 starting at 5 p.m.  

Approximately 4 hours of on-the-water  
training will follow the next morning, or for  
those that can’t make it during the week, the  
following Saturday, Oct. 12.

Members may use their own boats, in fact that is encour-
aged since you will be improving skills in a boat you will 
be using most often.  As long as the powerboat is no more 
than 26 feet and has a single engine with a wheel, not a til-
ler, it should qualify.  If you don’t have a boat or it doesn’t 
qualify, we will provide one.  There is no cost to you except 
your fuel if you use your own boat.

While directed primarily at less experienced boaters there 
are some things even more experienced boaters may not 
be familiar with such as using an aft spring line to keep the 
boat snug against the dock with all other lines cast off.  

One of the techniques taught in this training is the use 
of spring lines for departing and approaching the dock.  
One of the more challenging skills taught is the pivot turn 
where you turn the boat 180° without going forward or 
backward.  This is a skill needed to get into a slip or change 
direction in a crowded area for any number of reasons.  
Another one that can be tough depending on the wind 
and the boat is holding your position into the wind.  

This sounds simple and on a calm day it usually is.  Once a 
wind picks up it can be difficult and this skill helps prepare 

you for when you have to wait at a ramp or bridge.  Prob-
ably the most difficult trial we have is backing the boat 
through a string of buoys.  That is really dependent on the 
wind, current and the boat.  

Of course all the training is not difficult stuff.  Getting on 
and off plane smoothly and turning to specific courses 
without overshooting your target is practiced.  In all there 
are 21 on-the-water skills covered.  

This training is not expected to make you an expert boater, 
nor are you expected to meet the qualifications for Basic 
Powerboat Handling.  However, it will show you what is 
required for that level and what you may need to practice 
to qualify in the future.

Any member who has completed the basic boating course 
(ABC3 or equivalent), has normal eyesight and hearing (a 
current valid driver’s license suffices) may sign up.  Again 
there is no charge.  

There are some requirements for your boat, so if you 
intend to use it be sure to let me know when you register.  
To register or for more information call me, Ron Swope, at 
850-516-1259 or Email me at seopsps@att.com.

Looking aft with boat coming through the string of buoys while on 
plane.   This is one of the exercises students perform in the Hands-On 
Training.

More than your connection to the water - 
being a  member of America’s Boating Club 
is bigger than boating - it’s about friendship!

mailto:seopsps@att.com
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Congratulations to Todd Burt, S-IN; Gene MacNaughton, S-IN; 
Dale Polka, S-IN;  and Dave Simon, S-IN.  All 4 presently hold 
the grade of Seaman as indicated by the letter S.  They have 
met the requirements under the Boat Operator Certification 
program for Inland Navigator and on official records this will 
show up as an IN after their grade as shown above.  
They put a lot of time and effort put into this accomplish-
ment.  They had to complete full length courses on Marine 
Electrical Systems, Engine Maintenance, and Seamanship as 
well as one of the Public Boating courses such as the current 
one we teach, America’s Boating Course, Third Edition.  In ad-
dition there were several seminars that were each taught in 
one evening.  The required On-the-Water skill is called Basic 
Powerboat Handling.  It involves 21 skills at the helm plus 
some time tied to the dock.  Some of the maneuvers are very 
basic, such as slow speed turns or coming on or off plane.  
Others, such as backing the boat through a string of buoys or 
making an emergency stop is much more difficult.  The fire 
extinguisher skill involved putting out a liquid fire using a type 
B-1 fire extinguisher commonly found on smaller recreational 
boats.
While normally it would take a couple of years to complete all 
the course and seminar requirements just because of sched-
uling, Squadron Educational Officer Scott Rathkamp was able 
to put together a program and the instructors to provide 
this opportunity beginning this past January.  Although this 
accomplishment shows a lot of determination and dedication 
on the part of the new Inland Navigators, don’t forget the 
people who spent those many hours preparing and teaching 
the classes to make it possible.  Chuck Blair taught the Engine 
Maintenance Class.  Scott Rathkamp and a non-member, 
Craig DeVack, who owns a marine repair business, taught the 
Marine Electrical Systems course.  Scott Rathkamp, Chuck 
Blair, Mike Curci, Todd Larson and Ron Swope team taught 
the Seamanship course.  Scott, Mike and John von Senden 

Congrats - new inland navigators
D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN

covered the four required seminars.
The on-the-water portion can be done either in the candi-
date’s own boat or in one provided.  A big thank you goes out 
to our commander Todd Larson who provided his boat and 
fuel for most of the candidates. Although not an Inland Navi-
gator candidate, Trent Burt who holds a Coast Guard Cap-
tain’s License, passed the Basic Powerboat Handling qualifica-
tions.  Todd Larson, Chuck Fosha and Ron Swope were the 
certifiers charged with verifying that the candidates met the 
minimum requirements of the on-the-water portion.
While Inland Navigator focuses on basic boat handling, the 
remaining three levels focus progressively more on naviga-
tion beginning with Coastal Navigator (CN).  Contact me if 
you have any questions on the Boat Operator Certification or 
other squadron on-the-water programs.
Again, congratulations to Todd Burt, Gene MacNaughton, 
Dale Polka and Dave Simon.  WELL DONE!

Briefing:  (L-R) Certifier Todd Larson briefs Tod Shuls and Dale 
Polka before on-the-water qualification trials.

Dale Polka uses an aft spring line to bring the boat to the dock 
during an Inland Navigator qualification session.  Certifier Todd 
Larson watches.

Tod Shuls makes an approach in a docking exercise as part of 
the Inland Navigator qualifications.
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Educational Officer

Yo, Ho, Ho and a 
bottle of rum!

(Continued on next page)

Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN
I’m sure you’ve heard that phrase before.  What image 
came to mind?  How about this, you arrive at your local 

marina and you see a boat pulling in to the 
dock and it is flying this flag …That’s right, 
the Jolly Roger.  

OK, what do you think about that boat and 
its crew?  You would probably expect a real 
party boat with a crew that is no stranger 
to rum (or beer, or wine, or anything else 

‘stimulative’) – a whole lot of Yo Ho Ho-ing going on!  And 
you’d probably be right – but –it 
wasn’t always that way.  

The Jolly Roger traces its origin 
back to the heyday of the 
pirates, 1650 to 1725.  The Age 
of Piracy was primarily confined 
to the Caribbean trade routes.  
Many ships laden with treasures 
and goods from the New World 
headed to Europe would ply 
these waters.  

There were many small bays and anchorages where the 
pirate ships could hide awaiting the passage of their prey, 
and then vanish after their attack.  In 1716 the Spanish 
War ended, and many seamen and privateers found them-
selves without work or a retirement fund.  

The life of a pirate was too inviting to ignore.  Far from 
being scorned, many of these pirates caught the public’s 
attention and became folklore heroes – Henry Morgan, 
Captain Kidd, and Edward “Blackbeard” Teach were among 
those that became pirate legends.  Each pirate would cre-
ate a flag to identify his ship and bloodthirsty crew.  Many 
were flags depicting skeletons, bleeding hearts, cutlasses, 
hourglass (your time is up) and skulls.  

Bartholomew Roberts (1682-1722), a pirate from Pem-
brokeshire England, had a flag that many other pirates 
chose to copy – the white skull and bones on a black 
background.  

Roberts was nicknamed Black Bart by his fellow pirates, 
and because he always wore a bright red jacket when at 
the helm, the French nicknamed him Le Joli Rouge (the 
pretty red one).  The nickname became associated with his 

flag, it was called The Jolly Roger.  Back then the sight of 
a black flag with the skull and bones was a frightful sight, 
you would fear for your life.  

A pirate ship would usually approach flying a friendly flag 
or none at all, and only a few men on decks appearing to 
be simply sailing the boat.  When within range they would 
hoist the black Jolly Roger and many men dressed for 
battle would appear on deck.  

The black Jolly Roger would signal to the other boat ‘sur-
render immediately and your life may be spared’.  If you 
did not drop sails, heave to and surrender, the pirate ship 
would hoist a red version of the flag just as they boarded 
your ship.  The red flag meant ‘show no mercy’.  This was 
the 18th century version of Shock and Awe.  Today, the only 
thing we fear when we see the Jolly Roger flying on board 
is ‘will we run out of beer?’ – my, how times change.

OK, suppose we muse about a few more words and 
phrases with nautical origins.  Last month 
we did some ‘C’ words so now let’s look 
at a few ‘D’ phrases.  There is quite a few 
D’s to choose from, enough to go for two 
editions.  In fact two of my favorite D’s I 
actually wrote about two and a half years 
ago (Feb ’17 Lazy Log), “the Devil to pay” 
and “between the Devil and the deep 
blue sea”.  Since we have quite a few new 
members since then, let me plagiarize 
myself and reprint those.

I have always enjoyed the trivia rich world 
of etymology (origin of words and phrases) and the boat-
ing world has created hundreds of them.  Having a few of 
these trivia in your ‘shot locker’ arms you well for the next 
squadron dinner when someone says “Did you know ...”.   
Some are fairly obvious, like ‘anchors away’ and ‘batten 
down the hatches’, or ‘know the ropes’ and ‘loose cannon’.  

Some require a little more digging to find the roots.  How 
about ‘there’ll be the Devil to pay’ or ‘tween the Devil and 
the deep blue sea’ - any ideas?  Back in the day, wooden 
boats were built with long narrow boards laid up on a 
frame of ribs.  The boards were called strakes and butted 
up to each other edge to edge.  

The seam between strakes had to be caulked to make it 
waterproof.  The caulking process took a bundle of Oakum, 
plant fiber (usually hemp) soaked in hot pine tar, which 
was pounded into the seam using a blunt flat chisel and a 
caulking mallet.  This process was called ‘paying the seam’ 
or ‘paying the strake’.  As the strakes were laid up from 
keel to deck, they would get longer and longer.  The top 
strake was usually the longest and heaviest.  On top of this 
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SEO Musings  --------------------------------------------------------------------- continued from previous page

Don’t miss our 
next Rendezvous 

on Sept. 7!

strake would sit the deck planks, which would overhang 
the strake by several inches.  And the seam between the 
top strake and the deck planks was the deepest seam, and 
the most difficult to swing the mallet under the overhang.  
The top strake had a special name, it was called the ‘Devil 
Strake’.  So if your job was to caulk this seam, you really 
had ‘The Devil to Pay’.  But wait, suppose it started to leak 
while you were at sea?  Some poor fool had to gather up 
the oakum, chisel and mallet, and 2 strong friends;  kneel 
at the edge of a pitching deck with his friends holding 
him by his belt and the seat of his pants; and hang upside 
down pounding oakum into the devil strake.  He was pre-
cariously ‘between the devil and the deep blue sea’.

Next month I’ll do a few more D’s, let’s look at the Educa-
tion Department’s report.  Well, not a lot going on right 
now, we’re between semesters doing catch up, cleanup, 
and planning.  The next class on the schedule is the Pilot-
ing (Marine Navigation) class.  This class will start Sept 9th 
and run through mid Nov.  If you would like to take this 
class and this is the first you are hearing about it, contact 
me quick, we’ll get you in.  The course flyer is posted on 
our web site.  There is more going on with the BOC group.  
D/Lt/C Ron Swope SN-IN, our BOC Chairman will be report-
ing on those successes, look for his report.

‘Til next month …

Commander Todd Larson presents “Marine Navigation” cer-
tificates to (L) Gene McNaughton and Dave Simon. (Photo 
by Phyllis Swope)

After a long association with the PSPS, Jean McKee makes it 
official - Commander Todd Larson pledges her in as a member 
at the August General Meeting.
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D/15 2019 Fall Conference 
Perdido Bay Power Squadron 

 
 

Please join us at Marriott’s Fairfield Inn & Suites, October 4-6 for District 15’s Fall 
Conference.  The hotel is located across the street from Alabama’s beautiful beach 
and offers complimentary breakfast for guest staying at the hotel, free wifi 
throughout the hotel and on-site parking. 
 
We will kick off the casual weekend with a Shrimp Boil at the hotel on Friday evening 
cooked by Perdido Bay members.  Saturday will start early with Education Dept. and 
Commanders meetings.  District 15 Business Meeting will follow. D/15 Education 
Officer, Ron Swope, will hold Instructor Recertification class in the afternoon.   Those 
not interested in class may sign up for a Dolphin Cruise.  Saturday evening will be a 
wonderful dinner at the hotel with plenty of time to meet and mingle with your 
Power Squadron friends from Ft. Walton, Pensacola, Perdido Bay, Mobile, Gulf 
Coast (MS), New Orleans, Lake Pontchartrain and Baton Rouge. 
 
Please see the attached registration form and pay attention to the fact that hotel 
reservations for our rate must be made by September 8 by calling the hotel (251-
543-4444) and request group code Perdido Bay D15. 
 
P/C Pat Brewer 
creekits@gulftel.com 
251-961-7669 
9213 Soldier Creek Rd. 
Lillian, AL 36549 

(Registration form on next page)
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DISTRICT 15 FALL CONFERENCE 
4-6 OCTOBER 2019  

Fairfield Inn & Suites 
Orange Beach, AL 

HOST SQUADRON:  PERDIDO BAY POWER SQUADRON 
 

 
Rank__________Name______________________________________________Grade____________ 
 
Spouse/Guest______________________________________________________________________  
 
Address___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City__________________________________________State_____________Zip_________________ 
 
Squadron_____________________________Phone______________E-Mail____________________ 
 
 
Event 

Approximate 
Time 

Cost   Number of 
Attendees 

Total 

 
Friday Shrimp Boil 

 
1800 

 
$22.00 

 
 

  

 
Saturday Lunch 
 

 
1230-1330 

 
$15.00 

 
 

  

 
Saturday Afternoon 
Dolphin Cruise for those 
not attending classes 

 
Times to be 
determined 

 
$22.00 +tax 
Per person 

 
   

 
Saturday Dinner  
 

 
1830-2200 
 
 

 
$42.00 

 
 

  

 
Sunday Farewell  

 
0800-1000 

 
N/C 

 
 

  

 
 

For Room Reservations, Contact: 

 
TOTAL   

Fairfield Inn & Suites 
3111 Loop Rd. 
Orange Beach, AL 36561 
251-543-4444    
Request group code:  
Perdido Bay D15 
 
Room Rate: (includes breakfast) 
Standard King/Queen             $129.00 +tax 
Executive King/Queen Suite $149.00 +tax                  
 
Questions or problems? 
Send e-mail to:  P/C Pat Brewer, P 
creekits@gulftel.com 
251-961-7669 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: 
PERDIDO BAY POWER SQUADRON 
MAIL TO:  P/C Pat Brewer 
9213 Soldier Creek Rd. 
Lillian, AL 36549 
251-961-7669 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

District 15 Conference Hotel Rates are GUARANTEED until 08 September 2019 
ALL ROOMS PLUS LOCAL AND STATE TAXES.  

Cancellation policy is 48 hours prior to arrival at no charge. 

Dolphin Cruise is dependent on 
# of people that sign up and 
weather condition on day of 
trip.  Refunds will be made if 
trip cancels. 
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RENDEZVOUS ON  
THE WATERFRONT

Saturday 7 September 2019 @ Blue Angel Park
2100 Bronson Road
Noon until 4 p.m.

• The Squadron will be providing burgers, hot dogs and brats, members please bring a 
side dish and your drink of choice. 

• Remember this is a great opportunity to bring friends, family and prospective mem-
bers. 

• Any questions contact Mike Curci (Committee Chair) @ 254-681-1075 
• or mikecurci@gmail.com
• Waterfront pavilion next to boat launch, come by land or come by water. 

• Traveling by land:  The Park is located approximately 9 miles outside of the NAS back gate 
and off of Hwy 98 just before the Lillian Hwy Bridge to Alabama.

• Traveling by water: Located in the Northeastern shore of Perdido Bay, south of the Lillian 
Hwy bridge, the GPS coordinates for the Blue Angel Marina are Latitude North 30 38.57 
and Longitude West 87 42.82

Pavilion #4


