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Our National Secretary, and our own Harry Hebb just pub-
lished some sobering statistics on our very own turf, our 
Florida waters.  I called the author and he 
wanted to “get the word out” regarding 
these sobering stories.  Take a look!
2019 Boating Accident Notifications
Second Edition
01/07/2019 Hillsborough County: At approximately 2:45 
PM, a 50-year-old male went out on Lake Platt in his 12-
foot open motor boat but did not return that afternoon. 
The family called Hillsborough County Sheriff’s office on 
1/8/19 to report him missing. His body and vessel were lo-
cated by FWC and HCSO dive teams submerged in the lake.

1/8/2019 Sarasota County: A boater was reported as over-
due from Royal Palm Marina in his 18-foot open motor-
boat.  Witness reported the operator as possibly intoxicat-
ed as he left the marina.  A multi-agency search resulted 
in the vessel being located approximately 15 miles West of 
Stump Pass.  The operator was not located with the vessel 
and he remains missing at this time. 

1/9/2019 Pinellas County: A 73-year-old male was operat-
ing his 24-foot open motorboat southeast of the Dick Mis-
ner Bridge.  Witnesses reported seeing the vessel traveling 
at a high rate of speed and that it appeared no one was 
at the helm.  The vessel ran aground and was located by 
rescue teams.  CPR was performed, and the operator was 
transported to Bayfront Hospital.  He passed away a short 
time later. 

The following is directly from the United 
States Power Squadron’s New Market-
ing Guidebook. It addresses why USPS/
America’s Boating Club needs to be 
looking at new methods and avenues for 
increasing the awareness of the Power 
Squadrons and what they have to offer 
boaters and communities.

Why Change?

Times have changed. Many organizations, including the 
United States Power Squadrons, have had difficulty in 
attracting members who are interested in joining their or-
ganization and participating in traditional ways of previous 
generations. 

Today’s boaters are more diverse, with different interests, 
and with less time devoted to boating activities. Families 
seem to be busier, technology has changed entertainment 
and learning, the economic downturn a few years ago has 
had a lasting impact, introductory boating courses can be 
found for free on the internet, and traditional baby-boom-
er boaters are aging out. 

The recognition of our name is not as pervasive among to-
day’s boaters as it once was. Many boaters have not heard 
of the United States Power Squadrons or they get us mixed 
up with other organizations.

 This situation has been exacerbated by leaving each 
squadron to develop its own marketing approach and im-
age. Consequently, squadrons do not appear to belong to 
the same organization. Now, however, with a new national 
marketing strategy and advertising campaign, squadrons 
can better leverage the strength of the national image 
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting 
and social events during the calendar 
year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at 
… www.psps.me … or by contacting 
either the Commander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for the Boating 
Education … Stay for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net

Executive Officer – Lt/C Mike Curci, AP-IN 
850.607.2402 ... mikecurci@gmail.com

Educational Officer – Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
850-776-9736 … seopsps@cox.net

Administrative Officer – office vacant at this time

Secretary – Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@cox.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@cox.net

Past Commander – P/C Rod Powell, AP 
850-637-1876 … 

Executive Committee
Lt Mike Babineaux, S 
901-413-8893 … fmbabs@cox.net

Lt David Blyth, S 
 850-221-5614 … dbx@freedom408.com

Lt Lyda Brand, S 
850-736-6973 … lydab@sbcglobal.net

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

Kevin Yochum, Aug. 3
Bill Neshem, Aug. 6
Levi Drake, Aug. 7
Bill Wickham, Aug. 13

August Birthdays
Anita Wilkerson, Aug. 13
Ronald Qualls, Aug. 19
Charles Fosha, Aug. 25
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The Commander
(Continued from page 1)

along with their local flavor and identity. Additionally, we 
have ourselves continued to promote an image of a 100 
year old, somewhat stodgy organization focused on boat-
ing safety and education. 

Today of course, most boaters learn what they need online 
or through experience, and do not consider themselves 
unsafe boaters. So our traditional image is not working. 
Our name, the United States Power Squadrons, does not 
resonate with the public. 

What does a “squadron” mean? What does “power” 
mean? Nowhere does it imply that we are a boating orga-
nization. Consequently, we need to update our image in 
order to appeal to today’s boaters. It must identify who we 
are, and why someone should be interested. 

Today’s boaters are different from traditional members.  

•  Many have smaller boats, often less than 26 feet LOA, 
and on a trailer. Many boat on rivers and lakes and 
are not interested in learning piloting and navigation. 
Instead, they enjoy water sports, fishing, and hunting. 

• Today’s boaters fit boating into their lifestyle, but it 
may not be a primary focus. They have busy lives, and 
often have older children at home.

• Although some have mid-sized boats and go out in 
navigable waters, the number of younger boaters is 
less than those that are/were in the baby-boomer and 
older generations. That may change over time, but 
there is no guarantee that smaller boaters will upsize 
later on. We must reach them where they are cur-
rently. 

We need to attend to all kinds of boaters including both 
our current type of member and future members across 
all kinds of boating venues. 

Our target market segments and audiences are discussed 
in more detail in the PowerPoint presentation referenced 
in Section 6. Please download. We know from our grow-
ing squadrons, and from extensive market analysis by 
USPS and the boating industry, that our growth path must 
involve fun, action, togetherness, and a dynamic learning 
experience, both formally and informally. 

We have now developed an image that shows we are 
active, vibrant, and relevant to today’s boaters. We are a 
boating organization first and foremost. We support our 
members with interesting learning experiences. In short, 
“we boat together, learn together, and help each other 
and the boating community.” This is identical to our triad 
of education, fraternity, and civic service, but with more 
modern language and a more direct statement of the ben-
efits of our organization. Additionally, we are a welcoming 
and inclusive organization. 

We want everyone to feel comfortable. Since announc-
ing America’s Boating Club at the 2017 Annual Meeting in 
Orlando, there has been tremendous support and enthusi-
asm for the new marketing name and logo. 

The name is exactly what we are: a boating organization. It 
allows for explanation of all that we do, from education, to 
fun, to service. The logo is modern, and includes elements 
of power, sail and paddle craft. It shows fluidity, move-
ment, and water. It demonstrates action and is forward 
looking. Now, we need to leverage this image. Note that 
an image is not just a logo and tagline. 

Our image must be reflected in everything we do includ-
ing boating with friends, dynamic learning experiences, 
helping other boaters, and enjoying the boating lifestyle 
together. As one squadron put it: “Let’s live the logo.”
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A fire at sea is a deadly event.  During the Vietnam War there 
were fires aboard aircraft carriers that claimed 
many lives even though the fires were not caused 
by enemy attacks.  These lives were lost in spite 
of trained firefighting crews battling the blazes.  

Today, fires occur aboard recreational vessels.  
Aboard a boat there is no place to go to get away, except into 
the water.  With most recreational boats being made from 
fiberglass, the danger is even worse.  Fiberglass will burn to the 
waterline fairly quickly and produce lots of toxic smoke in the 
process.

Coast Guard regulations dictate minimum fire extinguisher re-
quirements depending on the class (overall length) of the boat.  
Remember, these are minimum requirements.  Anyone who 
takes their safety seriously will base their extinguisher number 
and placement so that they are readily available where they are 
likely to be needed. A small grease fire in a pan in the galley may 
become a raging inferno as it ignites cabinets or other kitchen 
items in the time it takes you to go up on deck and pull your fire 
extinguisher out of its mount and get back down below.  

We discuss types of fires and fire extinguishers beginning with 
our basic public boating course.  We also cover it again in more 
detail in Seamanship.  When we talk about actually using a fire 
extinguisher we use the acronym PASS.  P is for PULL the pin 
that keeps the extinguisher from being accidentally actuated.  A 
is for AIM at the base of the fire.  The first S is for SQUEEZE the 
trigger.  This actuates whatever chemical is in the extinguisher to 
come out under pressure.  The final S is for SWEEP.  You sweep 
the discharge across the fire until it is out.

Most recreational boaters have never actually used a fire 

Tom Kuklish demon-
strates proper pro-
cedure in recent fire 
extinguisher training 
as he sweeps the 
extinguisher over the 
base of the fire.

Dale Polka of the 
Perdido Bay Sail and 
Power Squadron 
demonstrates how 
to put out a class B 
fire.  Dale has been 
taking Inland Naviga-
tor Training with our 
squadron. 

Ron Swope briefs the class prior to the recent 
fire extinguisher skill demonstrations.

After the skill demo, it was time for the MES 
final exam.  Seated around the table clockwise, 
Tom Kuklish (back to the camera), Todd Burt, Tod 
Shuls, Jon Meliferas, Dale Polka, and Dave Simon.

extinguisher.  Those local squadron members who are work-
ing toward their Boat Operator Inland Navigator Certification 
recently got the opportunity to put the book learning into 
practice.  Inland Navigator Certification requires a number of 
courses and seminars as well as demonstrating proficiency in 
boat handling on the water and in using a fire extinguisher.

To meet the skills requirement, the group met at the home of 
Boat Operation Certification Coordinator Ron Swope.  After 
a brief introduction to required procedures, each participant 
donned fire retardant gloves and safety goggles for their turn.  
The fire was a class B liquid fire of charcoal lighter in a pan 
and the extinguishers used were the B-1 type commonly used 
on recreational boats rated for class B and C fires.  Although 
gloves and safety goggles probably would not be used in an 
actual emergency, they are required as an extra  
safety precaution by the rules of the training  
requirement.

Photos by Phyllis Swope

Members demonstrate  
fire extinguisher skills
D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN
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By Keith Christopher
The Life Jacket Association Annual 
conference was attended by more 
than 50 representatives from water 
safety organizations, government, 
industry, and individuals interested in 
boating and water safety. There were 
21 presentations made during the full 
2 days.  The major focus was on how 
the newly released life jacket interna-

tional standards and labeling will impact their use and 
implementation.
The Life Jacket Association’s purpose is to advocate 
full adoption of the new standards for life jackets, 
as well as embrace sustainability and environmental 
impact in this area. Their focus is about education, 
product innovation and standards development.
Some of the barriers about wearing life jackets were 
brought to our attention—

1. Feeling incompetent in front of peers if life 
jacket worn

2. Uncomfortable to wear when working or do-
ing certain types of recreation

3. Hot to wear in humid climates
4. Decreases the ability to easily move around 

when wearing

Ways to encourage wearing life jackets was shared:
1. Mandatory wear regulations as set up in Mis-

sissippi with the targeted Army Corps sites
2. Ensure wearing of life jackets as part of fish-

ing tournament rules of participation
3. Youth wear is regulated by most states being 

required in boats 26 feet and under
4. Life jacket loaner stations provide ease in ac-

cess to the needed equipment
5. If boat captain or operator wears their jacket, 

then passengers are more likely to do the 
same

Sessions offered additional insight into the anato-
my-¬-build of life jackets, allowing for a better fit of 

the life jacket. Work is being done but needs to be 
stepped up when working with individuals to encour-
age the wear of life jackets, retail staff understanding 
more about the fitting and importance of selling the 
life jacket when selling to customers for boat use, as 
well as other in and on the water usages.
A website has been developed to allow for gaining 
more information on the new labeling and the wear, 
fitting, and care of your life jacket. You can gain more 
insight by going to: www.WearItLifeJacket.com. As the 
stock of the current labels run out at the manufactur-
ers, they will be putting the new label on life jackets. 
It was pointed out that currently used life jackets with 
the old label are still good as long as they are service-
able. A placard has been developed to sell with boats 
(sail, power, and human-¬-powered) which includes 
1) selection and wearing instructions panel, 2) certi-
fication panel, and 3) care and maintenance panel. 
The languages required on the label are English and 
Canadian French.
The State of the Recreational Boating Industry was 
shared. The industry provides annually more than 
$374 billion to the economy as a part of outdoor 
recreation. There are currently 12 million boats regis-
tered in the United States. 95% of all boats registered 
were made in the USA. 95% of all boats are towable 
and 26 feet or less. When it relates to recreational 
boating issues in the politics nationally and locally, we 
should be at the table, otherwise we might be on the 
menu to restrict our use. 70% of all boaters also go 
fishing.
Everyone encouraged to be catalysts for change to 
help steer the direction we need to go to save lives 
and provide better and adequate resources for boat-
ing and water safety.

Life Jack Assoc. 2019 Annual conference.  Reprint 
permission was granted via National Boating Fed-
eration. 
Life Jacket Association
2019 Annual Conference May 13-¬-15, 2019
Briefing Notes by Keith Christopher
Submitted by Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN

Life Jacket Association conference briefing notes
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Educational Officer

When glass falls low,
prepare for a blow!
Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

Are you old enough to remember hearing sayings such as 
this?  Many years ago it was quite common to find ‘weath-

er wisdom’ wrapped up in little sayings like 
this.  Hello again from your SEO and Nauti-
cal Muse with more interesting trivia from 
the early days of seafaring.

So, what’s this ‘glass’ that appears to 
be the sailor’s weather forecaster?  The 
answer takes us all the way back to Flor-

ence Italy in 1643 to a scientist and mathematician named 
Evangelista Torricelli.  

Several years earlier some pump makers from neighboring 
Tuscany were trying to build diaphragm vacuum pump to 
lift water to a level of 12 meters.  The pumps always failed 
at about 10 meters.  

Intrigued by this, Torricelli decided to build a tube 12 me-
ters long, mount it vertically, cap the bottom and fill it with 
water.  He then capped the top and placed the bottom 
of the tube in a bucket of water, and remove the bottom 
cap.  Lo and behold the water in the tube fell to about 10 
meters and stopped.  Above the water in the tube was 
absolutely nothing, a vacuum!  

He talked about his discovery around town and quickly got 
in trouble with the religious authorities.  They said “God is 
everywhere, always”, there is no such thing as a vacuum.  
Under threat of arrest, he had to take down his tube.  It’s 
interesting to note that one of Torricelli’s fellow scientists 
was currently under house arrest for saying the Earth went 
around the Sun – Galileo.  

So down came his water tube, but that didn’t stop his 
curiosity.  He needed a tube he could hide in his house 
and stay out of public view.  His theory was that the 10 
meters of water was being balanced by the weight of the 
atmosphere of air all around him.  He needed something 
heavier than water.  Ah ha, mercury is thirteen times as 
dense as water.  He duplicated his apparatus with a tube 
about a meter long and used mercury as the liquid and 
sure enough, the mercury fell to about 76 centimeters and 
stopped.  

The vacuum formed at the top of the mercury column, 
that wasn’t supposed to exist, became known as a Torricel-

li Vacuum.  The height of the mercury column was actually 
measuring the weight of the air above it so he called it by 
the two Greek words baros (weight) meter (to measure).  

As his invention spread, people learned that they could 
use them to measure the height of hills and mountains.  
And they also discovered that a barometer would rise and 
fall and correlate to changes in the weather.  When the 
mercury was ‘low’, cloudy, overcast and rainy skies pre-
vailed.  

When the mercury went ‘High’, fluffy white clouds and 
sunny skies were common.  We began to forecast weather 
using Lows and Highs.  These ‘new’ barometers became 
standard fare in many seaports around Europe and several 
types were attempted to be used on sailing ships.  They 

did not fare well in this unstable environ-
ment.  

An offshoot of the Torricelli Barometer 
was the Storm Glass that also operated 
based on high and low air pressure.  It 
was smaller and could be carried aboard 
ship a little easier.  It did not measure the 
actual air pressure, but it did indicate the 
relative pressure higher or lower than the 
day it was loaded with water.  The rela-
tive changes in water level in the smaller 
tube could be used to predict the arrival 
of High and Low pressure zones.  

In 1844 a French scientist, Lucien Vidi, 
invented the Aneroid Barometer.  It was 
a sealed 
metal con-
tainer with 
one thin 

wall which could bend in and 
out as the pressure changed.  

The thin wall was 
connected with 
levers to a dial 
which rotated back and forth as the pressure 
rose and fell.  This quickly became the stan-
dard barometer for use in ship board weather 
forecasting.  The barometer today is a key in-

strument in weather forecasting, on land and at sea.  The 
above pictures are a Torricelli Barometer, a Storm Glass, 
and an Aneroid Barometer:

In my last Lazy Log ‘Old Nautical Words’1 section we fin-
ished up the B’s, let’s do some C words and phrases that 
trace their origins back to the old days of sail.  Break out 
the Cat o’ nine tails!  That was certainly a phrase you did 
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SEO Musings  --------------------------------------------------------------------- continued from previous page

Planning is 
underway 

for our next 
Rendezvous

not wanted to hear!  Right up until 1881 the Cat was an 
authorized punishment instrument in the British Navy.  
Various violations of the Navy Articles of War required 
a flogging with a certain number of lashes laid smartly 
across the back.  

The Cat consists of a short wooden handle attached to a 2 
foot length of triple strand laid up line.  The last 18 inches 
of the rope was unwound and bound.  First the 3 major 
strands were unwound, then each strand of 3 yarns was 
unwound.  Two figure-8 stopper knots were tied into the 
last 6 inches of each yarn.  This gave the Cat a total of nine 
tails and 18 knots.  

During the flogging half the lashes were delivered from 
the left and half from the right to insure that his back 
was well lashed.  How about the phrase Chew the fat?  A 
standard food item on the early sailing ships was salt pork, 
and the sailors would often sit around and complain about 
the poor quality of their meals while chewing on the fatty 
pork.  If the pork began to go bad the ship’s cook would 
add some brine to the barrel.  T

his would extend the usability of the pork but it would also 
make the fat hard and chewy.  A long, drawn out, com-
plaint laced discussion became known as chewing the fat.  
Let’s do one more C phrase, Cup of Joe.  Josephus Daniels 
(1862- 1948) was appointed Secretary of the Navy by 
President Woodrow Wilson in 1913. 

During his time as Secretary of the Navy, “Joe” Daniels 
abolished the officers› practice of drinking wine. Thereaf-
ter, the strongest drink aboard Navy ships was coffee.  A 
cup of coffee became known as «a cup of Joe».

Education Update

By the time this Lazy Log goes to press we will have 
wrapped up our Spring Education program.  The Marine 
Electrical Systems class will have graduated and most 
(perhaps all) of the requirements for Inland Navigator 
certification will be completed.  We should have another 
ABC class completed and hopefully some new members 
in our squadron.  In early September we plan to start back 
up with a Piloting (Marine Navigation) class – watch your 
email for announcements.  ‘Til then …

Blue Angel Park in 
September!
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July 13th Mobil Power Squadron had a rendezvous at the Mess About Marina in Orinoco Cove. Don Rowe is 
the  CO and I have a pic of him holding a toast up.  The photos are not too interesting but you might  be able to 
use a  couple.  The speaker talked about oyster farming.   Ron and I forget his name but Harry might have that 
info.  It was a interesting talk.

Mobile Power Squadron CO Don Rowe offers a 
toast.

Mobile Power Squadron’s July 13 Rendezvous at the  
Mess About Marina, Orinoco Cove

Photos by Phyllis Swope
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02/01/2019 Madison County: At approximately 3:30 PM 
two men went out fishing on a 12-foot gheenoe on a privet 
pond in Greenville. The vessel overturned sending both 
occupants in to the water. A neighbor went to assist after 
seeing them struggle in the water.  One occupant was 
rescued but the other, a 51-year-old male, could not be lo-
cated.  His body was later recovered by emergency services 
personnel. 

02/08/2019 Citrus County: At approximately 11:30 AM on 
the Crystal River, two men and a 10-year old boy went out 
for a day of fishing in a 24-foot open bay boat. The acci-
dent occurred when the 42-year-old operator failed to see 
a channel marker resulting in an impact on the port bow. 
The two men were thrown forward in the vessel while the 
boy, was ejected. All three occupants were injured. The boy 
later succumbed to his injuries while at the hospital. 

02/10/2019 Lee County: At approximately 12:40 AM a 
51-year-old male was operating a 7-foot open motor boat 
on the Caloosahatchee River returning to a sailboat where 
his friend was located. The operator fell over board and 
was unable to get back in the boat. He yelled to the friend 
that he was going to swim to shore.  The friend reported 
that she heard the operator scream for help and she could 
not see him.  She called 911 for assistance.  The operator’s 
body was located by Lee S.O. Dive team approximately 100 
feet from the location he went missing. The victim was not 
wearing a PFD.  Alcohol may be a contributing factor in 
this accident. 

02/18/2019 Alachua County: At approximately 4:30 PM a 
single vessel accident occurred on the Little Santa Fe Lake. 
The vessel was being operated by a 22-year-old male.  
While traveling at a slow speed one of the pets on board 
jumped out of the vessel. The operator jumped in to rescue 
the dog while also trying to get another occupant to shut 
off the vessel’s engine. A third occupant put on a life vest 
and jumped in but was unable to make it to the operator 
and swam back to the vessel. The operator was unable to 
make it to the shore. His body was found by the Alachua 
dive team later that evening in the location he was last 
seen. 

02/23/2019 Wakulla County: At approximately 2:00 PM 
near marker 26 on the St. Marks river a single vessel ac-
cident occurred. The vessel was a 17-foot Aquasport center 
console boat. On the vessel were four occupants between 
the ages of 21 and 30 years old. As the vessel was com-
ing into the St. Marks river the vessel took an unexpected 

hard right turn ejecting all four passengers. The vessel 
continued traveling in circles, striking a 22-year-old oc-
cupant with the propeller. The other three passengers got 
the victim to a nearby vessel where he was transported to 
shore.  EMS pronounced him deceased. The other three 
passengers were uninjured. Alcohol may be a contributing 
factor to the accident.

03/08/2019 Lee County: At approximately 7:05 PM a 21-ft 
open motor being operated by 51-year-old male in Hendry 
Creek. The vessel ran aground and collided with several 
mangrove trees. The operator was ejected from the vessel 
and later found face down in the water. When recovered 
CPR was administered and the victim was transported to 
the hospital. He was later pronounced deceased as a result 
of his injuries.

03/08/2019 Lee County: At approximately 6:30 PM a 36-ft 
open motor boat was being operated by a 62-year-old 
male in the Gulf of Mexico. After the vessel ran up on a 
sandbar, the operator first put the three engines in gear, 
then tilted the engines up in efforts to dislodge the ves-
sel while others attempted to push the vessel. As a result 
of the efforts a 52-year-old female fell into the propellers 
causing fatal trauma.

3/08/2019 Lake County: At approximately 5:PM two 
young males, ages 18 and 21, were in a canoe on a small 
retention pond.  The 21-year-old was paddling the canoe 
with a shovel.  Shortly after they left the shoreline the 
canoe capsized and sank.  Good Samaritans called for 
emergency services after hearing them yell for help.  The 
18-year-old was unharmed; the older male was later re-
covered deceased.  No PFDs were worn.

3/23/2019 Martin County: At approximately 1:55PM a 19-
foot motorboat was taking passengers hand gliding on the 
Jenson Beach Causeway. While attempting to launch the 
hand glider, it malfunctioned causing a 50-year-old female 
and the hand glider to nose dive into the water resulting in 
a fatality.

3/30/2019 Marion County: At approximately 4:00PM a 
single vessel accident occurred on the Withlacoochee River. 
While traveling down the river the operator an 86-year-old 
male attempted to fallow a river bend and lost steering 
controlee. After hitting a tree on the shoreline, the vessel 
came to an abrupt stop ejecting the operator and another 

(Continued on next page)

The Executive Officer --------------------------------------------------(Continued from page 1)
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occupant a 53-year-old female. Two other occupants were 
thrown towards the front of the vessel but only injuring 
one a 26-year-old male. The 53-year-old female suc-
cumbed to her injuries.

4/3/2019 Lee County: At approximately 10:00 AM near 
Pine Island Sound a single vessel accident occurred involv-
ing a 20 ft open motor boat. While traveling in the sound 
the vessel hit a wake and ejected the 29-year-old passen-
ger. Once ejected the victim was struck by the propeller 
resulting in fatal wounds.

4/3/2019 Brevard County: At approximately 12:30PM on 
the Indian River near Rockledge a single vessel accident oc-
curred. The 13-foot open motorboat was observed with no 
one on board. When the police responded they located the 
deceased operator, a 71-year-old male, roughly 3.5 miles 
from SR-520.

4/14/2019 Okaloosa County: At approximately 12:37 PM 
two men were operating a 20ft center console motorboat 
in the Choctawhatchee Bay. While cruising in the bay the 
vessel took an unexplained hard right turn ejecting the 
operator, a 34-year-old male, along with a 36-year-old 
male passenger. The operator and passenger were injured 
during the incident.  The operator was unable to make it to 
shore and is still missing.

4/27/2019 Manatee County: At approximately 8:45 pm 
two adults and two children were on a two-person kayak 
in Terra Ceia Bay.  As they were returning to the shore the 
kayak capsized due to wave action.  One adult, a 35-year-
old man, assisted an 8-year-old child back to the shore.  
The other adult, a 30-year old male, attempted to assist 
the 4-year-old child.  The male was not a reportedly good 
swimmer and unable to rescue and assist the younger 
child. First responders were able to rescue the 30-year old 
as he was clinging to the capsized kayak.  The young child 
was located approximately 50 yards away.  No life jackets 
were onboard at time of the incident.

5/11/2019 Lee County: At approximately 10:45 pm a 
16-year-old male was fishing by placing bait out in the 
water using a kayak by Sanibel Causeway Park.  When 
the boy did not return to shore another person paddled a 
kayak out to check on him.  The boy was found face down 
in the water beside his kayak. It is believed that a prior 
medical condition contributed to the incident.

6/19/2019 Palm Beach County: A family of three men 
were in a 36-foot motorboat approximately ¾ mile from 
shore.  The 68-year-old male and the 9-year-old male were 
sleeping below deck while the 38-year-old male was op-
erating the boat.  Around 9:30 am, the older male awoke 
and did not see the operator at the helm and could not 
locate him on the vessel.  He notified U.S. Coast Guard via 
VHF radio and multiple agencies responded to the search.  
The deceased operator was located off shore later that 
morning.

7/3/2019 Lake County: At approximately 10:00 pm., 
a homeowner on Lake Louise reported seeing a kayak 
partially submerged out on the lake.  The spouse of a 
58-year-old man known to fish out on the lake was notified 
and advised she had not heard from him since early that 
morning.  Responders located his vehicle parked close to 
the area where the kayak had been seen.  The following 
morning his body was found approximately 10 yards from 
the shore line.

7/4/2019 Orange County:  Emergency services responded 
to a 911 call of a vessel striking a swimmer on Lake Butler 
at approximately 4:55 pm.  A 23-foot motorboat being 
operated by a 51-year-old male stated that they had been 
beached on Bird Island enjoying the day.  A 25-year-old 
male had been observed on a float in the vicinity and ap-
peared to be sleeping.  It began to rain, and the family de-
cided to leave the island. The operator pushed the boat out 
from the shore, after drifting for a short period he started 
the vessel and began to maneuver it when there was a 
loud noise and the engine stalled.  Looking to the rear of 
the vessel he noticed the 25-year-old male had been struck 
by the propeller.  The operator rendered immediate assis-
tance, but the male succumbed to his injuries.

7/9/2019 Okaloosa County: A 43-year-old male was at-
tempting to walk the anchor out on a pontoon boat in 
the area of Crab Island.  While walking out into deeper 
water the male lost his footing and began to struggle to 
stay above the water.  Rescue attempts by the pontoon 
boat and another vessel were unsuccessful.  The male was 
located deceased by law enforcement personnel.  It was 
reported that the male did not know how to swim.
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