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The Commander

June sizzles!
Executive Officer
Summer: time to think 
about boating safetyCdr Todd Larson, AP

(Continued on Page 3)

Lt/C Mike Curci, AP-IN 
This is a reprint from an article I found useful as a re-
minder to all boaters, both seasoned and 
newbie’s alike.  Kindly refresh yourselves 
with these axioms and have a great trip 
out on the water! Used with permission 
from ARAG, a leading provider of legal 
insurance https://www.araglegal.com/
individuals/learning-center/topics/home-and-property/
summer-boating-safety-tips

What could be more idyllic than a lazy summer afternoon 
on the water — the wind in your hair, the warm rays on 
your face and the cool spray on your skin? Top it off with a 
little fishing, swimming or even water skiing, and it makes 
for great times with family and friends. 
Yet boating safety sometimes takes a backseat on summer 
outings, as each year hundreds of Americans are killed, 
thousands are injured and millions of dollars of property 
is damaged from boating accidents. Most of these acci-
dents are preventable with just a few simple precautions. 
To keep your pleasure cruise from taking a wrong turn this 
summer, check out these seven boating rules every boater 
should know.

1. Don’t drink and boat.
Many boaters would never consider drinking alcohol while 
driving a car, but are more casual about popping open a 
beer while behind the wheel of a boat. However, drink-
ing and boating can be just as dangerous as drinking and 
driving, can result in serious legal consequences and is 
responsible for about one-third of all recreational boating 
fatalities. Here are some important facts about drinking 

Soaring temperatures were not the only hot item in June.  
Members of the America’s Boating Club of Pensacola were 
also hot as it was a very busy, productive month. 

For starters, Harry and I were invited to give a short pre-
sentation to the Escambia County Marine Advisory Com-
mittee. Not wanting to pass up an opportunity to get the 
word out and let others know who we are, Harry gave a 

Powerpoint presentation covering the 
history and explaining the three facets 
of USPS. (For those who do not remem-
ber: 1. education 2. fraternal/sorority 
of boaters 3. civic service). I continued 
on with civic service and explained our 
Vessel Safety Check program along with 
Cooperative Charting.

The Education department has been very busy also; some-
thing Scott and his team are accustomed to.  Advance 
course in Engine Maintenance was completed and Scott is 
now teaching the Electrical Systems advance course.

This time of year also brings an increase in Vessel Safety 
Checks keeping our 10 qualified examiners working dili-
gently providing service and education, while enduring hot 
temperatures. To date 50 VSCs have been completed.

A busy month does not mean all work. It was time for 
some fun and relaxation. We invited our neighboring 
Power Squadrons, Mobile, Perdido Bay and Ft Walton to 
join our summer rendezvous held at the Blue Angel Recre-
ation Center. 

The morning started with on the water training. Four 
members, three instructors and two boats got underway 
after completing initial boat checks. Boating maneuvers 
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting 
and social events during the calendar 
year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at 
… www.psps.me … or by contacting 
either the Commander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for the Boating 
Education … Stay for the Friendssm
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Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net

Executive Officer – Lt/C Mike Curci, AP-IN 
850.607.2402 ... mikecurci@gmail.com

Educational Officer – Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
850-776-9736 … seopsps@cox.net

Administrative Officer – office vacant at this time

Secretary – Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@cox.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@cox.net

Past Commander – P/C Rod Powell, AP 
850-637-1876 … 

Executive Committee
Lt Mike Babineaux, S 
901-413-8893 … fmbabs@cox.net

Lt David Blyth, S 
 850-221-5614 … dbx@freedom408.com

Lt Lyda Brand, S 
850-736-6973 … lydab@sbcglobal.net

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

Michael Robinson, July 15
Mike Curci, July 18

James Savage, July 23
Todd Larson, July 25

Birthdays

www.psps.me
mailto:xnaveng@cox.net
mailto:mikecurci@gmail.com
mailto:seopsps@cox.net
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
mailto:harry@hebb.me
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
mailto:fmbabs@cox.net
mailto:dbx@freedom408.com
mailto:lydab@sbcglobal.net
www.psps.me


The Lazy Log - July 2019 – Page 3

and boating to keep in mind:
•	 Operating a boat under the influence of alcohol 

(BUI) is illegal in all 50 states — and can also be 
a federal crime. In most states the legal limit for 
operating a boat is .08 percent blood alcohol level, 
the same as the limit for driving under the influ-
ence (DUI). The Coast Guard also enforces federal 
laws regarding BUI for all boats from canoes to ski 
boats to large ships. In many cases you’re con-
sidered legally drunk when you would just feel 
“buzzed.” Reaching .08 percent alcohol level would 
take about two drinks for a 120-pound woman or 
about five drinks for a 240-pound man. However, 
you could reach that level with fewer drinks if 
you’ve taken certain medications, haven’t eaten 
much today, are dehydrated or have a metabolism 
that doesn’t process alcohol efficiently. Your best 
bet if you plan to get behind the wheel of a boat, 
car or any other vehicle is to just not drink. De-
pending on your state, penalties for boating under 
the influence can include large fines; jail time; loss 
of operating privileges for your boat, car or both; 
financial restitution for damages or injuries; felony 
conviction; and completion of an alcohol program 
or boating safety course.

•	 Alcohol can be even more hazardous on water 
than on land. The waves, vibration, engine noise, 
sun, wind, spray and other stressors of the ma-
rine environment can all accelerate the effects of 
alcohol and the drinker’s level of impairment. The 
same amount of alcohol can therefore impact a 
boat operator’s coordination, judgment and reac-
tion time even faster than if he or she was driving 
a car. Some of the physical effects of drinking and 
boating include: 

o Deterioration of cognitive abilities and 
judgment.

o Impairment of balance, coordination, vi-
sion and reaction time.

o Inner ear disturbances, making it difficult 
for someone who falls into the water to 
distinguish up from down.

o A physical sensation of warmth, prevent-
ing someone in cold water from getting 
out before hypothermia occurs.

•	 Because of these factors, boat operators with 
blood alcohol concentration above .10 percent are 
estimated to be more than 10 times more likely 
to die in boating accidents than if they had zero 
blood alcohol concentration. Their passengers also 
have a greatly increased risk for injury and death 
— especially if they are drinking alcohol as well.

2. Follow boating rules, and always wear a life jacket.
The U.S. Coast Guard estimates that life jackets could have 
saved the lives of more than 80 percent of boating fatal-
ity victims — hundreds of people each year. Even though 
some states only require life jackets to be “accessible” 
instead of worn, with a sudden surprise impact of a 
boating accident, you may not have time to reach for a 
nearby life jacket. And modern life jackets are often thin, 
flexible and compact, so there’s really no excuse not 
to wear a life jacket every time you’re on a boat. A few 
boating rules about life jackets to keep in mind:

•	 The U.S. Coast Guard requires boats to have a 
USCG-approved life jacket that is accessible, in 
good serviceable condition and of an appropriate 
size for each person on board. Boats 16 feet and 
longer are also required to have a Type IV throw-
able device on board.

•	 All states require children to wear life jackets. See 
regulations in your state regarding specific ages, 
boat sizes and boating operations that require life 
jackets. Children need specially-sized life jackets 
that are appropriate for their weight range, fit 
snugly and don’t allow their chin or ears to slip 
through. Adult-sized life jackets don’t work for 
children. Make sure your child’s life jacket is USCG-
approved and designed for their weight range. To 
check the fit, pick the child up by the shoulders of 
the life jacket. If it fits, his or her chin and ears will 
not slip through. Test your child’s life jacket in the 
water soon after purchase. Float testing can help 
you check the fit and buoyancy of the life jacket 
and also give you an opportunity to talk about 
boating safety and teach them to relax in the wa-
ter when wearing their life jacket.

•	 Many states require wearing life jackets for 
certain activities such as water skiing and other 
towed activities.

•	 Life jackets should be tested at least once each 
year. Life jackets that are worn out or have lost 
their buoyancy should be discarded.

3. Prepare ahead of time and learn the ropes. 
Before you boat, take a few essential precautions to keep 
your outings safe and legal:

•	 Understand and follow the boating laws in your 
state. Most states require some type of boating 
safety certification and some require a boating 

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued on next page)
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license. Many states also have specific certifica-
tion or licensing requirements for children under a 
certain age. Even if your state doesn’t require you 
to take a boating safety course, consider taking 
one. In many cases, you can find a free course in 
your state or area.

•	 Have the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary perform a 
free Vessel Safety Check (VSC) on your boat.

•	 Have a float plan. Document where you’re go-
ing, who is going with you and when you plan to 
return. Email the document to a friend or fam-
ily member who can be responsible for starting 
the search and rescue process if you don’t return 
when expected.

•	 Perform a pre-boarding boat safety check: 
o Check that you have a full tank of gas, cor-

rect engine oil and transmission fluid levels, a 
fully-charged battery, full fluid levels, electronic 
gear in good condition and that all other com-
ponents of your boat working properly and in 
good condition.

o After you refuel, open your hatches and run 
the blower to sniff for fumes. If you smell 
fumes, don’t start the engine.

o Make sure you have your operator’s certificate 
or license and any registration or documenta-
tion for the boat onboard and current.

o In addition to life jackets, have other boat 
safety equipment onboard including a fire ex-
tinguisher, operable boat lights, extra batteries 
for the lights and a floating pouch that includes 
a cell phone, maps, flares and a first aid kit. 

4. Watch for inclement weather.
Never leave the dock without first checking the local 
weather — as well as your destination forecast, if appli-
cable. Beware that weather can change rapidly, even if 
it’s nice out when you set sail. Always bring a radio and 
continue to keep an eye out for inclement weather once 
you’re on the water. If you notice sudden wind shifts, dark 
skies, lightning or choppy water, get off the water as soon 
as possible.

5. Practice boat propeller safety.
Boat propellers can inflict major injury on anyone in the 
water. To avoid propeller injuries:

•	 Before you start your engine, make sure all of 
your passengers are accounted for in the boat. 
Also walk around the boat to make sure no one 
is in the water near the boat. People in the water 
may not always be visible from the boat’s helm.

•	 Watch children carefully while onboard. Don’t al-
low them to sit in an area of the boat from which 

they could fall near the propellers. If a child or 
adult falls overboard, stop the boat immediately. 
Then slowly turn the boat around, keeping the 
person in sight as you approach and assigning a 
passenger to continuously monitor the person in 
the water. Turn your engine off before bringing the 
person onboard to safety.

•	 Let passengers know about the location and dan-
ger of your propellers.

•	 Don’t allow anyone to board or exit your boat 
from the water when your engine is on or idling.

•	 Shut off your engine when approaching anyone 
in the water. Never enter swimming zones and be 
cautious near boats that are towing water skiers.

•	 Use a propeller guard and other safety devices if 
appropriate for your type of boat.

6. Be courteous to others on the water.
Stay mindful of other boaters and swimmers, and keep a 
safe distance. Follow the directions posted on signs and 
observe the boating rules established by the local authori-
ties or property owners. Keep your wake low when near 
other boats, swimmers, or the shore.

7. Know what to do if someone goes overboard.
If the boat capsizes or someone falls overboard, follow 
these boating safety tips:

•	 Turn off the motor and propellers. If someone is 
still on the boat, have them turn them off. If every-
one has gone overboard and the motor or propel-
lers are still on, your first priority should be to get 
everyone away from the boat.

•	 Remain calm. If you’re wearing a life jacket, float 
without using too much energy and check to make 
sure everyone else is safe. If you’re not wearing 
a life jacket, look for a life jacket or other float-
ing safety device. Don’t try to remove clothing 
or footwear. Air trapped in clothing can provide 
additional floatation. If you’re wearing a life jacket, 
keep it on. Float on your back and paddle slowly 
and calmly to help others to safety.

It is my most sincere desire that NOBODY has to go 
through an at sea emergency but nobody expects that to 
happen to them in the first place. 

 Each year several of our Squadron members attend safety 
classes presented by the Florida Fish and Game folks.  I am 
always astounded by the facts presented by them regard-
ing boating accidents and fatalities.  

Lets all strive to take a big bite out of these horrific statics 
by not only practicing safe boating but encouraging others 
as well!  

(Continued from previous  page)
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Educational Officer

Is it summer yet?

(Continued on next page)

Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN
That’s an easy question, right?  Just a quick glance at a 
calendar, or, for us ‘old salty mariners’ that know all about 
equinoxes and solstices, orbits and inclination it’s a short 
trip to the Nautical Almanac for the answer.  

But no, that’s not the ‘Summer’ I’m talking 
about.  I’m talking about that Summer 
‘state of mind’.  Here’s what I mean.  Lean 
back, close your eyes and see if this image 
comes to mind.  

The ocean is a deep sapphire blue in the 
distance and transitions to an emerald 

green as it gently breaks on the pure white sands of the 
beach.  The sun is high, but you are relaxing in the gentle 
breeze in the shade of two palm trees, swinging slowly in a 
hammock hung between them.  Enjoying a few sips of the 
fruity goodness in that umbrella drink.  

Well, did you see it?  That’s the kind of Summer I’m talking 
about, and Yes, it’s here.  And so am I, your Nautical Muse, 
about to tell you how that lovely mental image relates to 
my favorite musings about the nautical history of words 
and things.  

So, what’s the connection?  The hammock.  That’s right, 
the hammock traces its history all the way back beyond 
1492.  And who sailed the ocean blue in ’92 – yup, Colum-
bus.   The hammock actually traces its roots to the Mayans 
in Central America over a thousand years ago.  

Originally it was made from strips of bark from the Hamak 
tree woven in a loose open weave and fastened to an 
upright with sisal ropes.  It was perfect for sleeping in the 
jungle where it was hot and humid, and all kinds of nasty 
things crawled around on the ground.  

Over time it evolved into a loosely woven cloth and twine 
strings similar to what we see today.  It quickly spread to 
South America and the Caribbean islands where they were 
called hamaca.  When Christopher Columbus ‘discovered’ 
the New World he was supposed to bring back Gold and 
Spices.  He didn’t – instead he brought back pineapples, 
turkeys, tobacco and hammocks.  

At this time, sailors slept on hard bunks with little or no 
padding.  Not very comfortable, and in heavy weather you 
could break some bones.  These new hammocks became 
an instant solution.  Hung from the beams you could sleep 
cool and comfy, and swing to and fro as the ship rolled.  In 
1597 the Royal Navy adopted hammocks as the standard 

on all ships.  But, as is often true with the government 
solutions, they made a good thing worse.  Instead of a 
cool open weave cloth they went to solid canvas.  Then 
they saved space by hanging them 14 inches apart.  Cool 
and comfy became hot, sweaty and claustrophobic – and 
they used them in that 
configuration all the way 
to the early 1950s. 

But we are now en-
lightened!  We have 
returned to those light 
weight, cooling open 
weave hammocks we see 
between the palms – or 
slung below the main boom on that sailboat anchored in 

paradise. 

Oh!  The umbrella 
drink?  It may not have 
a maritime origin, but it 
does have an interesting 
history.  Harry Kee was a 
bartender at the Waikiki 
Hilton in Hawaii.  He was 

the dean of Tiki Bar drinks, and is credited with creating 
the Blue Hawaiian and the Banana Daiquiri in 1957 and 
perfecting the Mai’Tai shortly after.  

Back then they would serve the drinks with a stick of sugar 
cane as the garnish.  Harry says that people would chew 
on the sugar cane and then put them in the ashtrays.  
The combination of sticky sugary sap and cigarette ashes 
would make the ashtrays very difficult to clean, so he set 
out to find a substitute garnish.  In 1959 he tried some 
party favors that looked like umbrellas and the customers 
loved them.  From then on, umbrella decorated, fruit juice 
and rum based Tiki Drinks became the Hawaiian standard, 
later, the world wide ‘Tropical’ stereotype.

Last month we looked at some nautical phrases in the A’s.  
Let’s look a few  B’s. Today we use the phrase Barge In to 
indicate someone who cuts in to the head of the line or to 
discourteously push in to a group.  The phrase traces back 
to the difficulties involved in maneuvering big, rectangu-
lar, flat bottomed barges in to a dock or wharf.  A single 
tugboat could barely steer and guide a tow of two or more 
barges in tight quarters, moving slowly and fighting a 
breeze – they often bump and bounce their way in – they 
Barge In.  Another ‘B’ word with a nautical origin is Big-
wigs.  Senior officers in the Royal Navy when in full dress 
would wear really large powdered wigs. 

Today the term is used as slang for the ‘big boss’.  One 
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SEO Musings  --------------------------------------------------------------------- continued from previous page

to include docking and a slalom course under the direc-
tion of Ron Swope provided the training needed to boost 
confidence. Upon completion, hot, tired and hungry, the 
crew headed over to the pavilion where a catered Sonny’s 
Barbeque was waiting. 

Next we had shore activities and three new members, Kate 
and Don Loerch and Michael Anderson were pledged in by 
Past Chief Louie Ojeda followed by Ron’s now famous line 
throw. Chuck Fosha took home the winning prize, a bottle 
of Blue Chair Rum. 

The theme this time was PFDs so all were reminded of the 
proper usage followed by a donning competition. 

Trent Burt took first place and received a $25 gift certifi-
cate from West Marine.  

The door prize, an Igloo cooler donated by Bill Burchett 
was won by Don Rowe, Commander of the Mobile Power 
Squadron.

(see photos on next page)

If you missed the rendezvous don’t worry we are not 
slowing down, the next one is planned for September 7th, 
mark your calendars now. 

Commander  ------------ continued from page 1)

more, the word Binge has nautical 
roots.  It meant to rinse and clean out.  
A sailor would be assigned to binge 
(clean out) a rum cask.  For a large cask 
he would loosen a ring, pop out a few 
staves of the top, get head and shoul-
ders into the cask and start scrubbing.  
After 15 minutes or so there would be 
no doubt what he was breathing!  He’s 

‘On a Binge’!  Today you can Binge Out by over-dosing on 
just about anything.

OK, enough history and word play, what’s happening in the 
Education Department?  In June and July we will be wrap-
ping up our squadron’s Inland Navigator (IN) Certification 
initiative.  Early in June we held the fourth and final semi-
nar in the series – Using GPS.  Eleven attendees gathered 
in my living room and completed the seminar.  Look for 
our graduation pic elsewhere in this Lazy Log.  The Marine 
Electrical Systems class will be finishing in early July and 
we are expecting eight graduates.  At the June Rendezvous 
D/Lt/C Ron Swope SN-IN, Cdr Todd Larson AP-IN, and P/C 
Chuck Fosha AP conducted the On The Water / Hands 
On Training class and certification. Four members (from 
Pensacola and Perdido Bay) were qualified.  One more skill 
demonstration (Fire Extinguishers) and we will be present-

ing IN Certificates to six deserving boaters!  On July 16 Lt 
Michael Brand, S, will be leading our excellent instructor 
team as they conduct the second ABC class of ’19.  If you 
have any friends or relatives that enjoy boating but do not 
yet have their Florida card, let them know about this op-
portunity.  You can download and print a copy of the class 
flyer from our squadron website: http://psps.me/ 

These activities will wrap up our Spring ’19 Education and 
we’ll go on Summer Vacation.  The plan for Fall ’19 cur-
rently includes a Radar seminar and the two course, inland 
and coastal navigation series.  These courses were called 
Piloting and Advanced Piloting.  They are in the process 
of being updated and reissued as Marine Navigation and 
Advanced Marine Navigation.  If you take your boat out 
of sight of the boat ramp and have to use navigation aids 
(buoys, etc) and landmarks and a chart (or chart plotter) to 
figure out where you’re going and getting back safely, then 
you need to sign up for this class.  We will schedule these 
classes to start in September and will run into 2020.

Now, kick back and enjoy that umbrella drink!

General Janet Cobb talked about the relocation 
of the USS Drum to Mobile Bay at the Armed 
Forces Celebration in Spanish Fort, Al on Sat. 
May 25.  The event, which was hosted by the 
Perdido Bay Squardron was at Bass Pro Shop. 
Several PSPS squadron members attended.

http://psps.me/
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Chuck Fosha won Ron Swope’s now-
famous line throw and took home the 
winning prize, a bottle of Blue Chair 
Rum.            Photo by Phyllis Swope

Plenty of good food was on hand. The 
event was catered by Sonny’s BBQ.

Three new members, Kate and Don Loerch and Michael 
Anderson were pledged in by Past Chief Louie Ojeda. 

Don Rowe, Commander of the Mobile Power Squadron, 
won the door prize - an Igloo cooler donated by Bill 
Burchett.

Trent Burt took first place in 
the PFD donning competition 
and received a $25 gift certifi-
cate from West Marine.  

Three members earned cer-
tificates - (top left)  Anne Har-
gis for Seamanship, and (top 
right and bottom left)  Todd 
Burt and Tod Shuls complete 
another seminar in their path 
to Inland Navigator.

The commander 
hands out literature.


