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The Commander
Hurricane season  
is here again

Executive Officer
Spring: boaters thoughts 
turn to vessel safety

Cdr Todd Larson, AP

(Continued on Page 6)

Lt/C Mike Curci, AP-IN 

(Continued on Page 6)

A well known philosopher once said, “Those who cannot 
remember the past are doomed to repeat it”.  If you were 
here 14 years ago when Hurricane Ivan hit the gulf coast 
chances are you remember it well.  You know the impor-

tance of securing your boat be it in your 
driveway or in the water.

Every time the National Hurricane Cen-
ter forecasts a tropical storm or hurri-
cane entering the Gulf of Mexico we do 
not wait until the last minute to prepare.  
Jane and I spend a good part of a day 
preparing our sailboat “Ol’Snipe” for 

heavy weather. There is no such thing as being over pre-
pared, remember prepare for the worst, hope for the best. 

The following is from an “USPS Compass article dated May 
2013 written by John Schwab”.

Storm Prep, Be Ready for Hurricane Season
Follow these recommendations when securing your boat 
for a hurricane:

•	 If your boat can be trailered, remove it from the 
water. Take it home or to an area that is elevated 
above the anticipated storm surge. Consider stor-
ing the boat in a garage.

•	 If you do store your boat on land, choose a loca-
tion clear of trees, overhead wires, and other 
potential dangers. Don’t store the boat on ground 
that is prone to becoming saturated, because it 
could topple the boat.

Well once again my fellow squadron mates, it’s time for 
me to test my ability to hopefully edu-
cate and entertain you with this month’s 
installment of the Lazy Log.  I struggle 
each and every month to come up with 
an appropriate topic.  

For this month, a friend of mine suggested Boat Etiquette.   
What a great suggestion!  We all could use some refresher 
on this subject, and based upon what we see at marinas, 
launches or out on the water, all could benefit by going 
over some of the basics.  So lets dive right in and see what 
happens!

A boat outing does not start at the dock.  It really starts 
when you plan on taking your boat out.  Whether you 
trailer or launch from your berth, we all should be check-
ing the weather and sea state for our intended area and 
time frame.

One of the best web sites you can use is the NOAA site: 
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/home.htm

On this site,  you can find almost everything you need to 
be prepared for your outing.  See the map below for your 
area.

https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/home.htm
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting 
and social events during the calendar 
year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at 
… www.psps.me … or by contacting 
either the Commander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for the Boating 
Education … Stay for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net

Executive Officer – Lt/C Mike Curci, AP-IN 
850.607.2402 ... mikecurci@gmail.com

Educational Officer – Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
850-776-9736 … seopsps@cox.net

Administrative Officer – office vacant at this time

Secretary – Lt/C Becky Babineaux, S 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@cox.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Becky Babineaux 

901-482-6726 … rmbabs@cox.net

Past Commander – P/C Rod Powell, AP 
850-637-1876 … 

Executive Committee
Lt Mike Babineaux, S 
901-413-8893 … fmbabs@cox.net

Lt David Blyth, S 
 850-221-5614 … dbx@freedom408.com

Lt Lyda Brand, S 
850-736-6973 … lydab@sbcglobal.net

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

Gordon Dey, June 2
Teri MacNaughton, June 8
Denothras Pierce, June 16

Michael Disotelle, June 18
Scott Swanson, June 18

Birthdays

www.psps.me
mailto:xnaveng@cox.net
mailto:mikecurci@gmail.com
mailto:seopsps@cox.net
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
mailto:harry@hebb.me
mailto:rmbabs@cox.net
mailto:fmbabs@cox.net
mailto:dbx@freedom408.com
mailto:lydab@sbcglobal.net
www.psps.me
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Legislation Pertaining to Vessels Awaiting Governor’s Signature 
D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN

District Educational Officer

I recently received notice that a bill had been sent to the 
Governor to sign relating to titling of boats.  I didn’t have 
much luck finding the actual bill itself but both the House 

and Senate versions had wide sup-
port in their respective chambers.    
The bill had the backing of the 
National Marine Manufacturers As-
sociation and that was the organiza-
tion that called it to the attention 
of USPS in the first place.  It is now 
known as the “Uniform Certificate 

of Title for Vessels Act”.

I finally contacted David Dickerson, Vice President for 
State Relations, of NMMA and asked him if he could 
explain the difference between current Florida law 
concerning Florida boat titles and that in the new law, and 
for a link to the new law.  Below is his reply.  

There are many technical changes within this bill’s 83 
pages that impact lenders, dealers, law enforcement 
and the FL DOT.  However, they do not change the way 
one applies for or transfers a title and does not increase 

the cost.  However, there is a significant, pro-consumer 
change that makes a very positive difference for boat 
buyers that you can think of as a Carfax for boats. This 
change is called “branding” a title.  Simply put, if a boat 
is totaled, as determined by an insurance company or 
owner, its title is “branded” to indicate this condition 
when the vessel is transferred to new ownership.  The 
notation on the title provides consumers with a “buyer 
beware” warning when buying a boat at anytime there-
after.  Too often, we have found instances where totaled 
boats are bought at auction by bad actors, who cosmeti-
cally repair them. They put these on the market without 
disclosing their history.  Branding does not restrict the 
resale of a boat.  It just provides a history of it regarding 
major damage.  Here’s a link to the bill as passed by the 
legislature, with the additions and deletions so noted. 
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/
loaddoc.aspx?FileName=_h0475er.docx&DocumentType=
Bill&BillNumber=0475&Session=2019.  NMMA would like 
to thank Senator Ed Hooper of Palm Harbor and Rep. Jayer 
Williamson of Pace for their sponsorship of the bill and the 
many hours they devoted to getting it passed.

“I got it for fishing” was his answer when I asked our Command-
er Todd Larson, AP-IN why he bought his 1996 19 foot Mako with 
a 150 HP 2 stroke Yamaha outboard, last November.  Since Todd 
is a dyed in the wool sailor, some might accuse him of going over 
to the dark side, but he assured me he’s keeping Ol’Snipe, his 36 
foot Catalina.  His new boat remains nameless.

Although the boat is over 20 years old he hasn’t had to make any 
repairs.  However, he did make some upgrades in that he added 
amidships cleats, something most boats that size don’t have.  
“I did that specifically with the intention of using the boat for 
Hands-On Training and in our Boat Operation Certification Inland 
Navigator programs”, he added.  He likes the extra weight of the 
older boat compared to newer models and with the flare of the 
bow and the 150 horses it handles great in heavier seas.  

So far, he concludes “I’ve found no shortcomings and have no 
regrets”. 

(Top, right) Todd Larson prepares to launch his 19 foot Mako 
from the trailer.

(Bottom, right)  Todd and Jane Larson just before leaving the 
dock in Todd’s fishing boat.

‘Just for fishing’ says the sailor
1st/Lt Ron Swope, SN

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?FileName=_h0475er.docx&DocumentType=Bill&BillNumber=0475&Session=2019
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?FileName=_h0475er.docx&DocumentType=Bill&BillNumber=0475&Session=2019
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Documents/loaddoc.aspx?FileName=_h0475er.docx&DocumentType=Bill&BillNumber=0475&Session=2019
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Educational Officer
Where did that word come from?

(Continued on next page)

Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN
Ahoy me mateys, your SEO here again, and back in the 
Nautical Muse and Etymologist mode. As any of you that 
have been through one if my classes know, I enjoy going 
off on interesting tangents. So, before I bring you up to 
date on what’s happening in the Education Department, 
let me pursue one of my favorite tangents – finding the 

nautical origin in today’s words and phrases 
(nautical etymology). 

Let’s start with the A’s and see how far we 
can get. The phrase Above Board in today’s 
lingo means honest, trustworthy, nothing 
hidden. This phrase originated in the days 
of sail. The number of sailors necessary to 

keep a ship underway was a function of the size (number 
of masts and sails) and the current weather conditions. 
During fair weather, the sailors not actively working the 
sails would be sitting around on the deck. 

When you came upon a ship at sea, you would send a 
lookout aloft with a telescope to check out the ship while 
it was still a ways off. If the lookout saw the usual number 
of sailors milling about the upper deck performing the 
normal activities he would report to the captain that the 
ship’s crew was “above board.” If the lookout saw a ship 
that was seriously shorthanded on deck then it was likely 

the rest of the crew was hiding below decks and preparing 
for battle – a pirate ship – Beware! 

How about the word Aloof? Today the word aloof is used 
to describe someone that stands off by themselves, apart 
from other people. This word also traces its roots to sail-
ing. On a sailboat with a fore and aft sail (Marconi type 
rig), the front vertical part of the sail is called the luff.

When you sail upwind (tacking) you point as far as possible 
into the wind until the luff starts to flutter and lose power. 
You then back off slightly until the luff fills again. Any boat 
that can point higher into the wind will make better prog-
ress and will pull away from the slower boats. That boat 
was said to be sailing A-luff. And that boat would soon be 
off by themselves. Over time ‘a-luff’ became ‘aloof’ and 
was spelled as it sounds. 

The origin of the phrase Any Port in a Storm is fairly 
obvious. It means the same today as it did in sailing days. 
When a storm comes up that you don’t think you can 
handle, you head to any port possible. Likewise, today 
when you are overwhelmed you look for help from wher-
ever you can find it. 

By the way, “overwhelmed” is also a nautical term, it 
comes from an old English word that means “to capsize” 
(whelmen). 

OK, one more. The phrase As The Crow Flies. Yes, it does 
mean a “straight line from A to B”, just like it did back in 
the early days of sail. But do you know how it came to 
mean that? In the early days of sail, before the advent of 
reliable compasses or navigation instruments the seafarer 
was somewhat nervous about sailing beyond the sight of 
land. In England it became common to carry a cage with a 
couple of Crows out to sea with them. When it came time 
to return, if land was not visible and the clouds hid the 
sun, they would release a Crow. The Crow would “sense” 
the direction of land and head straight for it. The helms-
man would then steer As The Crow Flies. Enough musing. 
Next month we can look at some ‘B’s and maybe ‘C’s.

In the Education Department
In the Education Department we are wrapping up our 
Spring thrust on Inland Navigation training. This includes 
three elective courses (Seamanship, Engine Maintenance, 
Marine Electrical Systems), On-the-Water (Hands On Train-
ing), four seminars (VHF radio, Basic Weather, Charting, 
GPS) and one skill (Fire Extinguisher). On Monday, May 6,  
we finished up the Engine Maintenance class – nine Power 
Squadron members and one visitor. Thanks to Chuck Blair 
AP-IN for teaching that class, it was very well received. 

Eight members attending the charting seminar at SEO 
Scott Rathkamp’s home on Tuesday, May 7 - pictured 
(L-R row 1) Lyda Brand, Mike Babineaux, Teri and Gene 
MacNaughton; (L-R row 2) Michael Brand, Dale Polka 
(Perdido Bay Squadron), David Simon, Todd Burt, and the 
SEO.
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SEO Musings  --------------------------------------------------------------------- continued from previous page

The Charting Seminar was delivered the following night to 
eight members. 

Then on May 13,  we kicked off the Marine Electrical Sys-
tems course with seven members and one visitor signed 
up. D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN, will be scheduling the Hands 
On Training / On The Water session and a Fire Extinguisher 
skill demo this summer. The last seminar (GPS) is sched-
uled for Tuesday night June 7..

We now have five PSPS members that have their IN Pass-
port and are well along toward their IN Certification: Todd 
Burt S, Tom Kuklish P, Gene MacNaughton S, Tod Shuls 
S, David Simon S, and from the Perdido Bay Squadron is 

Dale Polka S. When you see them, shake their hand and 
recognize their efforts towards Safe Boating! On the ABC 
front, Lt Michael Brand, S, is registering students for our 
May 21(+) ABC class. If you know anyone that needs their 
Florida Boating card (born after Jan. 1, 1988) be sure to 
share this info. Within the next month or so we’ll be lining 
up our Fall schedule. So far I have interest in a Piloting / 
Advanced Piloting series (new name is Marine Naviga-
tion and Advanced Marine Navigation), and either the 
Radar seminar or the Radar for Boaters course. If there is 
a seminar or class that you think might generate enough 
students for a class let me know.

Until next month …

The New York Yacht Club’s American Magic racing 
team’s foiling monohull boat, which the team has 
been testing in Pensacola since December ahead of 
the 36th America’s Cup in 2021 is all wrapped up and 
ready to move out. The team, which chose Pensacola 
for its winter training, will return in November and 
will bring along the full-size AC75 boat, in addition 
to bringing back the Mule, which is the smaller, test 
boat.

All packed up and ready to go

Photo by Becky Babineaux

If you’re looking for a nice ride across 
Pensacola Bay, but want to leave the 
driving to someone else, the ferry is the 
way to go. Two ferries - Turtle Runner 
and Pelican Perch - run loops between 
downtown Pensacola, Fort Pickens and 
Pensacola Beach.  Your ticket gives you a 
wrist band for “hop-on, hop-off” privi-
leges, meaning you can travel in either 
direction between the service’s three 
stops for the entire day.

Ferry across the bay
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•	 If possible, strap the boat down to the ground.

•	 Whether it’s in the water or on land, reduce your 
vessel’s surface area. Remove all covers, dodgers, 
canvas, Biminis and gear stored on deck, including 
dinghies, small outboard motors, spare sails, and 
fuel containers. Remove all sails from the rigging.

•	 Consider removing expensive electronics and stor-
ing them at home.

•	 Close all through-hull valves (except auto bilge 
drains or other deck drains).

•	 Ensure that all the batteries are fully charged. 
Turn off all electronics except for automatic bilge 
pumps.

•	 Close and secure all ports, windows and hatches. 
Secure vents and dorados to engine spaces.

•	 Add extra dock lines. Use as many cleats as pos-

sible to distribute the forces on these lines to a 
larger area. Secure some heavy lines to pilings, 
but allow for tide and storm surge.

•	 Keep lines from the boat to floating piers as tight 
as possible. Tighten again after the lines are wet. 
The shock load of lines pulling on cleats is what 
usually causes their failure.

•	 Add chafing gear on dock and mooring lines 
where needed, especially if the lines go through 
chocks. The heavy strain placed on these lines sig-
nificantly increases the amount of wear on them.

•	 Put out all your fenders, even if your boat is in a 
slip with no other boats beside you.

•	 Check your insurance policy, and keep it in a safe 
place. 

    Cdr, Todd sends

The Commander------------------continued from page 1

Executive Officer ---------------------------------------------------------------   continued from page 1

(continued on next page)

Additionally, see the links below: requires cell

• Coastal/Great Lakes Marine Text Forecasts by Zone - 
Graphic Interface  
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/zone/usamz.htm

• Offshore Marine Text Forecasts by Zone - Graphic Interface 
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/zone/wrdoffmz.
htm 

• High Seas Marine Text Forecasts by Area - Graphic Inter-
face 
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/zone/hsmz.htm

• Point Forecasts - (Including lat/lon entry, forecast-at-a-
glance & hourly wx graph) 
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/point.htm 

• Most Popular Marine Text Forecasts (sorted by product 
type....low speed friendly)  
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/marinewxi.htm

• Marine Cell Pages ...requires iPhone, Droid, etc.  
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/cell/marine.htm

• Marine Text Forecasts by Zone - Text Interface (now with 
NWR SAME codes) 
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/textzones.htm

• Marine Text Forecasts and Products (lengthy listing of most 

text products)  
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/forecast.htm

• https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/forecast.htmFore-
casts for NOAA Marine Sanctuaries 

• Predicted Tides:  http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/tide_
predictions.shtml

•  and Currents: http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/curr_
pred.html

• More:  https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/internet.
htm

Marine Text Forecasts and Products 

On NOAA’s site there are dozens of links for almost every 
weather related topic you can imagine from the risk of rip 
currents to tides and everything in between can be found 
there.  Here is what you will see when you click on it for 
our area:

Weather Forecast Office Mobile/Pensacola
And that link is: 

https://www.weather.gov/mob/

Now that we think the weather is going to be good (even 
if we are delayed) its time to consider just what and where 
you want to go.  Previously in the Lazy Log we discussed 

https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/zone/usamz.htm
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/zone/wrdoffmz.htm
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/zone/wrdoffmz.htm
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/zone/hsmz.htm
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/point.htm
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/marinewxi.htm
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/cell/marine.htm
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/textzones.htm
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/forecast.htm
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/forecast.htmForecasts
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/forecast.htmForecasts
http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/tide_predictions.shtml
http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/tide_predictions.shtml
http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/curr_pred.html
http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/curr_pred.html
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/internet.htm
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/marine/internet.htm
https://www.weather.gov/mob/
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chart plotters so having yours updated for your area is 
a good idea.  So…what are you planning on doing?  Just 
cruising around?  Stopping off at a local sand bar and 
anchoring or rafting up?  All of this requires some thought 
even if it is cursory.

Now, you need to ask the question, who will be going out 
with me?  Every person deserves some attention.  Fair 
skinned individuals will need shade and plenty of sun tan 
lotion while even the heartiest will need plenty of water.  
I certainly will have a few adult beverages, but having 
enough water for all is a must.  Just remember that you 
will need more water than you think.  I just stash an extra 
case, just in case.  You don’t have to have it all chilled in a 
cooler, but available nevertheless.

The age of your boaters is also an important factor; older 
folks and youngsters, hell we all have special consider-
ations even if it’s a couple next door.  It can’t hurt to ask 
them before hand if they have any special requirements.  
Some might say then need seasick pills.  Notice that we 
haven’t even got to the dock!  We are just planning.  

Once at the dock loading and stowing gear and boarding 
personnel soon follows.  Now is not the time to figure 
things out.  Have a plan on where things will go and let 
your passengers know that up front.  Hopefully before 
they board the boat.  Things like shoes off come for my 
boat.  Don’t want the upholstery damaged by the wrong 
shoes!  

Know where you want people to sit when they first get 
aboard so that you can facilitate getting things stowed for 
getting underway.  Your guests will want to know where 
things are going to stowed; things like shoes, purses etc.  
What about wallets?  

Consider having a small waterproof case for your pas-
sengers to put them in during their outing.  Sounds silly, 
but it’s the small things that count.  These cases come is 
all kinds of sizes and cost as little as $10.  So for your boat 
and the type of folks you may be taking out, size one up 
for and just keep it on board.  

What to do about phones?  That’s a tough 
one because most people cannot stand 
to be without their phone.  If traveling off 
shore, that is not a problem just stow it 
because even good cell coverage will soon 
be gone in a few miles.  I have never seen 

a cell towel in the middle of the Gulf!  Short of that, ask 
your folks to keep them in their pockets especially of they 
want them to take pictures.  In a previous life, I banned 
all cameras on my boat!  All of the above goes into have a 
good load plan for the outing.

Take a look at the picture  - it 
shows a typical marina and 
just how many boats are 
really out there.  If your ma-
rina looks like this be afraid.  
Why?  Because most boaters 
don’t know proper etiquette 
and will leave the dock or 
their berth with abandon.  

Most boaters quickly pick up the rules of the water – how 
to pass, navigate, dock and minimize wakes. Not everyone, 
however, learns how to be courteous and considerate of 
other boaters.

“Safety is mandatory,” says Scott Croft, vice president 
of public affairs for the Boat Owners Association of the 
United States. “Etiquette, unfortunately, is not.”

Understanding the unwritten rules of the water isn’t just 
about being polite. It helps keep the water safer and less 
stressful for everyone. 

Having a Float Plan is another good idea.  This may sound 
too formal for a casual day out on the water, but I can as-
sure you may mariners have been lost and the Search and 
Rescue folks had no idea where to start looking.  Shown 
below is a typical Float Plan; consider using something like 
this for your next outing.Here are six unwritten rules to 
keep in mind when boating:

Be prepared.
It’s assumed that if you’re captaining a boat, you know the 
safety rules – how to navigate, pass, anchor and dock safe-
ly. If you haven’t taken a boating safety class, check online 
for your state’s requirements and the courses it accepts.  
More than 30 states accept online boating safety courses, 
including free courses offered by the BoatUS Foundation.

Get in and out efficiently.
The vast majority of all boats on the water are brought 
there on trailers, according to Croft, meaning launch 
ramps can become patience-trying bottlenecks if boaters 
aren’t considerate of others.

“From the moment you pull into the parking lot, you 
should be in the mode of doing this quickly, efficiently and 
in the minimal amount of time that is possible,” Croft says. 
Make sure the boat is loaded with everything you need 
before you put it into the water, so you can launch quickly 
and clear the ramp for the next person.

The same goes for marinas and restaurants. Don’t tie up in 
ways that preclude others from docking. If you’re fueling 

continued on next page

(continued from previous page)

outing.Here
http://www.boatus.org/courses/
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continued from previous page
Executive Officer  

up, don’t dawdle or hold up others waiting their turn. Be-
ing aware of others is equally important when you return 
to the ramp after a day on the water. You’ll want to get out 
of the water as quickly and efficiently as possible to keep 
others from waiting.

Educate guests.
Make sure your passengers are familiar with the boat 
including where things are, where to stand, how to move 
around safely and what to do if problems arise. If guests 
aren’t wearing lifejackets, make sure they know where 
they are. Explain the situations when they’ll need to sit 
down – when you accelerate or encounter another boat’s 
wake, for example – and make sure you clearly alert all 
passengers in time for them to do so.

Educating guests begins even before you get in the water. 
Remind your friends not to park in spaces reserved for 
boats and the vehicles towing them and to be considerate 
of other boaters working to get their boats in our out of 
the water.

Anchors (far) away.
Whether you’re dropping anchor for a break or the 
evening, be aware of your distance from other boaters. 
Changes in tides, wind, and currents can swing boats at 
anchor in unpredictable ways. Depending on the length 
of the anchor line, boats can shift far from where they 
dropped anchor.

Lend a hand.
Not all boaters are old salts; so if you see someone strug-
gling to dock or get their boat on the trailer, offer to help. 
“More often than not, people who need help will say yes,” 
Croft says.

Wave.
Regardless of the size of the boat, greet nearby vessels 
with a wave. Along with offering other boaters a friendly 
greeting, doing so sends a signal that you’re aware of 
their presence. “When someone waves to me, I know 
they know where I am and what my course is,” Croft says. 
“We’re all sharing the water, and it keeps the stress to a 
minimum level. It also makes everyone feel happy.”

Knowing boating etiquette isn’t the only thing you need to 
know to avoid a boating accident. Check out these 4 must-
know boating tips:

https://blog.nationwide.com/boating-safety-tips/ 

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron supported a Ves-
sel Safety Check day at West Marine on Saturday May 18, 
2019.  While our qualified examiners were out in force, 
we had just two boats the entire day.  Personnel support-
ing the event were Michael and Lyda Brand (pictured left), 
Frank Levy, Chuck Blair, Bill Burchett, Dave Simon and Bill 
Wickham.  Hats off to our personnel performing this valu-
able public service for our boating community.

Vessel Safety Checks at West Marine

https://blog.nationwide.com/boating
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Don and Kate Loerch were guests of 
Frank and Sue Levy at the May meeting 
at the Pensacola Yacht Club.

SEO Scott Rathkamp brought 
along friend and neighbor 
Michael Anderson as a guest 
at the May general meeting at 
Pensacola Yacht Club.

The SEO gave an interesting and informative 
presentation on lighthouses and navigation 
by use of lighthouses in the past.




