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The Commander - A Year in Review
A year of accomplishments, growth for PSPS

(Continued on Page 3)

Looking back there is no doubt this has been a banner 
year.  Much has been accomplished for many reasons 

but mostly because of member 
involvement.  

Beginning with the Executive Of-
ficer, Bill Wickham and his com-
mittees:  They did an excellent 
job on getting the word out and 
letting the public know who we 
are.  Their participation in the 
Tall Ships Festival this past spring 
resulted in four new members.  
More exposure at the grand 
opening of the Gander Outdoors 
with the assistance of Robert 

Wilkerson, an information table was on display, again get-
ting the word out.

We had an increase in boat inspections, (Vessel Safety 
Checks) this past year with a total of 70 inspections thanks 
to Chairperson Mike Curci.  Mike was instrumental in 
organizing several ramp days in order to accomplish the 
increase along with 6 inspectors retaining their qualifica-
tions.

Squadron Education Officer, Scott Rathkamp and his 
committee members have been extremely busy through-
out the year conducting multiple classes and seminars, 
everything from advance to elective courses. Not only 
have they broadened  the knowledge base of the squad-
ron they have also reached out to the boating public wiith 
America’s Boating Course. Thanks to Chuck Blair, Public 
Boating Chairperson spending endless hours promoting 
ABC, five classes were conducted with a student count of 
85 contributing to a safer boating community and squad-
ron growth.  The increase work load kept Ron Swope busy 
the past few months certifying 6 new instructors who skills 
are greatly appreciated and will be put to work very soon.  
Ron is also the Hands- on Chairperson and has implement-

Cdr Todd Larson, AP
ed the On the Water Training program this year conduct-
ing two on the water sessions with 13 members partici-
pating.  The many hours Ron has spent implementing this 
program places it on the fast track with much more to 
come. In addition to the many hours at the squadron level 
Ron is also the Education Officer for District 15.

Many of the duties of the Administrative Officer are be-
hind the scenes but bring a positive outlook to the squad-
ron.  Dave Nicklson spent endless hours searching venues 
for our general meetings to include informative speakers 
and entertainment.  In addition he played a key role in 
securing the Pensacola Yacht Club as the preferred choice 
for future meetings

Harry Hebb has been instrumental in keeping the squad-
ron in good standing.  Not only meticulous record keeping 
with financial reports and minutes as the Secretary and 
Treasurer, Harry has been the web master and squadron 
historian.  Furthermore, whenever a question arises, Harry 
is the go to guy with his wealth of experience and knowl-
edge both at the local level and as Assistant National 
Secretary.

Newly elected Ex-
ecutive Officer Mike 
Curci is out of the 
country - his first Lazy 
Log report will be in 
January.
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting 
and social events during the calendar 
year. Membership information may 
be obtained by visiting our website at 
… www.psps.me … or by contacting 
either the Commander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for the Boating 
Education … Stay for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net

Executive Officer – Lt/C Mike Curci, AP-IN 
850.607.2402 ... mikecurci@gmail.com

Educational Officer – Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
850-776-9736 … seopsps@cox.net

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Chuck Blair, AP  
813-73106327 ... blairchuck@hotmail.com

Secretary – Lt/C Becky Babineaux 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@cox.net

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Becky Babineaux 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@cox.net

Past Commander – P/C Rod Powell, AP 
850-637-1876 … 

Executive Committee
Lt Mike Babineaux 
901-413-8893 … fmbabs@cox.net

Lt David Blyth, S 
850-221-5614 … 

Lt Lyda Brand, S 
850-736-6973 … 

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

Frank Levy ... 2
John von Senden ... 8
Ellsworth Sacks ... 29

December birthdays
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At the  
Pensacola Sail and 
Power Squadron,  

comaraderie doesn’t 
stop at the dock!

The Commander 
continued from page 1

One more of the many accomplishments is our member-
ship growth, so significant that it drew attention from the 
National Governing Board and the District 15 Conference. 
Yes, no doubt, it has been a banner year.

Cdr Todd Larson, AP-IN

Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron

USPS nationwide graduated 6,646 students from class-
room safe boating classes during the year ending Oct. 1. 
Of these, 1666 students were in Florida. That means just 
over 25 percent of all safe boating students taught by 

USPS were taught in Florida. The next 
closest state in numbers graduated was 
New York with 512. 
There are several reasons why Florida 
leads by such a wide margin. That we 
have more recreational boats and a 
year-round boating season are two very 

important ones. These statistics are important because 
they are fed into a formula to request USCG grant funds 
which help support each state’s boating safety efforts.
What Do All Those Letters Mean? 
If you’re new to the squadron you may be wondering 
what those letters you see before and after some mem-
bers’ names mean. 
Some may be pretty obvious. If you see Cdr John Doe, 
you can probably figure that the Cdr stands for Com-
mander. The letters to the left of the name stand for the 
rank. Everyone doesn’t have a rank and some people 
have more than one. 
Confused? For now I’ll just talk about squadron ranks. 
Ranks can be Lieutenant (Lt), First Lieutenant (1st/Lt), 
Lieutenant Commander (Lt/C) and Commander (Cdr). 
These are not ranks that you work your way through as in 
the military. Rather it is an indication of the specific job 
you hold at a specific time. While a Department head, a 
member holds the rank of Lt/C. If, after serving in that po-
sition the member serves as Assistant Educational Officer, 
he/she will hold the rank of 1st/Lt. Sometimes you see a 
P in front of the rank, like P/Lt/C. The P stands for Past. In 
the case of P/Lt/C it means they held the rank of Lt/C for 
3 years.  

Now, what about those letters that come after the name? 
Think of them as grades, in fact grade is what they are 
called. The S stands for the grade of Seaman and it indi-
cates the member has completed the Seamanship course 
(soon to be called the Boat Handling course). 
P indicates Pilot and indicates the member has completed 
the Piloting course. AP indicates Advanced Pilot and 
means the member has completed Advanced Piloting. JN 
indicates Junior Navigator and means the member has 
completed Junior Navigation Course. N indicates Naviga-
tor and means the member has completed the Navigation 
course. SN stands for Senior Navigator and means the 
member has completed all five advanced grade courses 
and at least 6 elective courses. In addition, the member is 
also presented the Educational Achievement Award. 
An example could be 1st/Lt Mary Smith, P. Mary has a job 
with a rank of First Lieutenant and has the grade of Pilot. 
Her husband John Smith, AP doesn’t have a job with a rank 
this year but he has the grade of AP. Their son Tom Smith 
just joined the squadron and he has neither a rank nor a 
grade, so he has no letters either before or after his name.
With the increased emphasis toward on-the-water profi-
ciency, there has been an unofficial trend toward adding 
additional letters to indicate the Boat Operator Certifica-
tion level of IN, CN, ACN or ON.  Lt/C Joe Boater, AP-IN.  
Joe’s rank is Lieutenant Commander which means he is 
a Department head serving as either Executive Officer, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Administrative Officer or Educational 
Officer. He has grained the grade of Advanced Pilot and he 
is certified as an Inland Navigator. Next time we’ll look at 
district and national offices.

What do all those letters around Squadron names mean?
Lt/C Ron Swope, SN

District Education Officer
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The Boat Operator Certification program recognizes the 
skills of USPS members at different levels of recreational 

boating proficiency.  A certified boat 
operator will represent the fulfill-
ment of a USPS training program.  
This results in an operator who is 
knowledgeable, competent and 
safe.
Inland Navigator (IN) is the first level 
of the four part series of series of 
Boat Operator Certification available 

to USPS members.  The other three are Coastal Naviga-
tor (CN), Advanced Coastal Navigator (ACN) and Offshore 
Navigator (ON).  Each of these levels represents an attain-
ment of a level of nautical skill as well as the completion 
of specific courses and seminars.   Unlike the Hands-On 
Training, it can’t be accomplished in one 8 hour block of 
time.
As stated above, each of the BOC levels has individual re-
quirements for skills, courses and seminars.  While these 
requirements may be worked on in any order, the actual 
granting of certification must be in sequence, i.e. IN to 
CN to ACN to ON.  Here we will focus only on the Inland 
Navigator level.  
The on the water skills for IN are the same as those 
covered in the Hands-On Training.  In this situation the IN 
candidate is demonstrating competence in the skill to the 
certifier.  It is not the roll of Instructor and student.  In ad-
dition the candidate will also demonstrate skill in putting 

out a fire with a hand held fire extinguisher.  Courses re-
quired are a NASBLA approved safe boating course (ABC3, 
Boat Smart, The Squadron Boating Course, etc.); Seaman-
ship (or the new Boat Handling); Engine Maintenance and 
Marine Electrical Systems.  
Seminars required are: How to Use a Chart (16 Hour 
ABC course that includes chart work meets requirement 
as does Piloting, Advanced Piloting if completed after 
2005/2006, or the Chart Smart Seminar); VHF/DSC Marine 
Radio; Using GPS (also met by post 2005/2006 Piloting 
/ Advanced Piloting)  and Onboard Weather Forecasting 
(also met by the Weather course).  As you can see, this is 
something you work toward.
IN is also the next step for a certified instructor who 
wants to become an on the water instructor.  Your prog-
ress through the program is tracked with what is called a 
passport.  The passport costs $44 for each level and helps 
defray the cost of insurance and other expenses of the on 
the water programs.  
You can begin working toward the IN certification without 
ordering the passport but you won’t be able to get the 
certification or credit for the on the water portion until 
you have it.
If you are interested in the program contact the BOC Chair 
Ron Swope at seopsps@att.net or phone him at 850-516-
1259.  With a group of people working toward IN we will 
try to schedule classes and seminars to meet your require-
ments in a timely manner.

Inland Navigator Requirements Explained
Lt/C Ron Swope, SN

Certified Instructors return from Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
training session in Ft. Walton.  The half-day 
session was intended for boating safety 
instructors. It covered: fatal and non-fatal 
accident statistics in Florida and trends in 
recent years; law enforcement inspection 
decals; at risk vessels; passenger carrying 
airboat operators; classroom safe boating 
course trends; life jacket label changes; and  
potential partnerships in disseminating safe 
boating information.  (From left) Dave Simon, 
Chuck Blair, Mike Curci, Todd Larson and Ron 
Swope.
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Educational Officer

Some musings and a recap

(See next page for Education Recap)

Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

Well my mateys, 2018 has been a good year for our squad-
ron’s Education Department, and I’ll share a short recap 

with you. First, how about a few 
more interesting word histories 
(etymology) for nautical terms 
and phrases. 
I have always been fascinated by 
words that are not pronounced 
as they are spelled. Example, 
coxswain which is usually pro-
nounced {cox’n}. In old Middle 
English (ca. 1100s) a Norse word, 
sveinn, which meant “boy ser-
vant” was adapted as swain and 

used to describe the young boy (or “lad”) that assisted a 
knight with his armor and equipment. 
Years later when England began building a Navy, the term 
swain was used to identify the young boy that served 
the Captain when he was on board. On these early sail-
ing ships they would have a small boat, propelled by oars, 
that would be lowered overboard and used to transport 
the Captain ashore or to another vessel. This small boat 
was called a cocks boat, sometimes written coxboat. We 
still see coxboats today on large vessels, although not 
propelled by an ash breeze (rowing, do I need to explain 

that one?). They 
often do double 
duty as lifeboats, 
particularly on 
cruise ships. (left 
- Here’s a picture 
of a modern cox-
boat.)
Back to our word 
origin. By the 

mid 1400s the young sailor that attended to the Captain’s 
personal needs, was also the person responsible for row-
ing the Captain to shore and back. He became known as 
the coxswain. As the Navy 
grew in size and impor-
tance, the term Coxswain 
was used to describe any 
sailor that skippered these 
small boats to and from 
shore and other ships. Looking at the USCG Coxswain Insig-
nia today (see right) gives us a hint about its origin.
Today, the term Coxswain has also been adopted to iden-

tify the person who calls the cadence and steers a rowing 
racing shell. Now, knowing what you do about swains, 
what do you think they called the “lad” that steered the 
boat back in the sailing days? The sailor that over the years 
grew more important in rank and responsibilities until 
today they are the senior rate of the deck department and 
responsible for the components of the ship’s hull? (email 
me your answer [seopsps@cox.net] and I’ll publish the 
results next month)
OK, one more etymology treat and then I’ll do the recap. 
How about Port and Starboard? Ever wonder where that 
came from? Again we go back to the early days of sail – 
way back before the invention of the centerline rudder to 
steer the boat. Back then the boat was steered by wide 
oar that was mounted outboard aft, passed through a yoke 
or pivot on the right side stern rail, and pulled/pushed left 
and right to steer the boat right and left. This was a hard 
job and usually given to big strong fellow, who most likely, 
was right handed.
Over the years this right-side steering board became stan-
dardized, and the right side of the boat became known as 
the steerboard or later st’rboard side. Since the steering 
board was on the right side, you had to pull the boat up to 
the dock on the left side so as not to block the steering. 
Over the left side the cargo would be loaded, which in Old 
English is laden aboard. The left side was called La’board. 
On a busy ship with lots of activity, sailors calling out “Lar-
board” and “Starboard” could sound alike, get confusing, 
and cause accidents. 
On the left side of sailing ships there was an area between 

the Foremast 
and the Main-
mast that 
was relatively 
clear of outer 
rigging (so the 
mainsail could 
swing) and a 
large gate in 
the railing. 
This opening 
was called 
the Port and 
used for load-
ing the cargo 
from the dock 
over to the 

main hatchway. 
Sailors often called this side the Port side. On February 18, 
1848, the US Navy issued a General Order declaring “fac-
ing forward, Port to the left and Starboard to the right.” 
It was now official, Port and Starboard.
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OK, enough musing. Let’s look at what the Education De-
partment accomplished in 2018. 
Last spring we had our first ABC class for the year lined up 
for April when Lt Chuck Blair, AP-IN returned to our squad-
ron from a stint in Palm Beach. He volunteered to take 
over the Public Boating program. We said yes and he took 
off running – five classes and 82 graduates! 
With the increased membership and growing interest in 
additional training, we stepped up to the challenge. D/Lt/C 
Ron Swope, SN-IN and Cdr Todd Larson, AP-IN conducted 
two complete Hands On Training sessions, including both 
classroom and on the water components. 
About a dozen squadron members successfully participat-
ed and one member obtained his Inland Navigation certi-
fication. Ron also does our Instructor Certification training 
and with Chuck’s increased emphasis on ABC classes the 
need for more instructors became acute. 
Through new Instructor Development classes and Equiva-
lency Certifications our instructor cadre is up to 13 now (4 
of those are new USPS certified instructors) and we have 
two more due to graduate soon. 
In the Elective and Advanced training category we con-
ducted classes or tested self-studies in Piloting and Ad-
vanced Piloting, Electronic Navigation, Seamanship, and 

Sailing, for a total of 18 successful completions. We just 
completed the elective course Weather and expect to 
graduate more than a dozen new “weather-wise boaters” 
soon. Also in process is our Junior Navigation class and we 
look forward to finishing that up this December. Overall a 
job well done. My many thanks to a dedicated and capable 
teaching staff!
Our initial plan for next year is two-fold. First is to establish 
a regular cycle of training that builds off the ABC program. 
As soon as one or two ABC classes generates sufficient 
new members we will offer a Seamanship class to keep 
them active and involved. Then when the Seamanship 
classes generates enough interest we will follow up with 
a Piloting & Advanced Piloting class. Our second goal is to 
begin offering a series of electives and seminars that dove-
tail with the BOC Program (Boat Operator Certification) to 
build more Inland and Coastal Navigators. And of course, 
all this means the Education Department needs more 
help! If you would like to get involved in our USPS mission, 
Safe Boating Through Education, then please let me know, 
we will get you meaningfully involved.
We had a great 2018, let’s make 2019 even better!
‘Til next year,
 

Good year for education in the Squadron
Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron held its annual 
Change of Watch and Annual Meeting on Nov. 16 at the 

Pensacola Yacht Club.  Forty-four mem-
bers and guests attended.
A slate of new officers for 2019, pro-
posed by the nominating committee, 
were presented, elected and installed.
To improve the membership experience 
and to provide for our increased atten-
dance at the meetings, the Pensacola 
Yacht Club has been contracted for 
most regularly scheduled meetings for 

the Squadron. This will be a buffet and requires advance 
sign-up.  Very simple fare will still be available from the 
Club menu. 
It is intended to make the dining experience more effi-
cient, simple and predictable for our hosts and our guests. 
We are obligated to a 20-person minimum to the club 
for an all paid expense buffet, not including any alcoholic 
beverages. The cost is $20.00 per plate.

Having served in various capacities for the last several 
years, I am retiring for the time being from the Bridge.  
Rounding up speakers and other duties will be facilitated 
by others, but I can continue to help. I will continue to help 
develop the squadron’s Facebook page and publish some 
articles in the Lazy Log. Those who write these articles 
appreciate feedback, so if you like anything our members 
publish, let them know. Members can even publish boat-
ing related articles themselves!
The final event for the year will be a Christmas Party on 
Dec. 8, hosted by Peggy Neely., 5466 N Shore Rd, Pensaco-
la (Innerarity Island). 
There will be ham and other treats, but we should all 
bring non- meat dishes, salads and sweets. Not all sweets 
though. Everyone is welcome to come after 4 p.m. on 
Dec.8 and stay as long as you want. There is no formal 
meeting or dinner. Tea and coffee will be served but any-
one is welcome to bring their own favorites, such as wine 
and beer.
     David Nicholson.

Christmas Party is Dec. 8 at the Neely home
 Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 
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Administrative Officer
Lt/C Chuck Blair AP-IN

Standing on the  
Shoulders of Giants
Being elected as your Administrative Officer is a great 
privilege for me.
Let me start by thanking a giant, Dave Nicholson, for being 
our Administrative Officer for the past three years. Dave 
is also a prolific contributor to our newsletter. His stories 
of adventure and discovery on his boat “Starbuck” are 
especially engaging. Dave has served our squadron for 
many years. In the past, he has also served as our Execu-
tive Officer. Dave’s sense of humor is fantastic and comes 
across in his writings and conversations. Thank you Dave 
for all you do!
Like most of our members, I’m new to USPS. I was intro-
duced to USPS by giants Ron Swope and Bill Wickham in 
2015. They were manning a table at the grand opening 
for West Marine. Ron told me of an upcoming ABC class 
and I said I would register. I researched USPS and was very 
interested in the Boat Operator Certification. It’s a global 
standard for recreational boating competence and there 
is no other program like it in the US. Of course, I forgot to 
register and I called Ron after the first week of the class 
and said I would do whatever I needed to do if I could still 
get in the class. He said it was canceled because nobody 
registered, but there would be another one in May. I said 
sign me up. Maybe you know some of the giants who were 
my instructors in ABC, Ron, Harry, Bill, and Todd. After 
passing the exam I was offered six months free member-
ship and I was in!
Over the summer Ron contacted me and said there was 
going to be a VHF/DSC seminar at West Marine. This 
seminar is part of the BOC program and I said sign me up. 
Then Ron contacted me and said there was going to be a 
Seamanship class in October. Maybe you know some of 
the giants who were my instructors in Seamanship, Ron, 
Harry, Bill, and Todd. Up to this point I had not attended 
any function of the squadron, heck I didn’t know anyone 
and wasn’t sure I fit in. That changed with getting to know 
fellow students in Seamanship, Peggy Neely and Mike 
Curci. We have a special bond to this day. It’s a true state-
ment, come for the education and stay for the friends. 
Maybe you’re getting that feeling too from ABC, Seaman-
ship, Instructor Development, or Weather?
In 2016 Ron was working hard to get our on the water 
program going and invited me to participate. Seven of us 
attended training at Ft Walton Beach instructed by the 
national chairman for BOC, Scott McDonald. During the 
summer another giant, Chuck Fosha, taught Marine Elec-

trical Systems, Harry gave several seminars, and giant Bob 
Burton gave a seminar.
Things really took off in 2017. Ron taught Instructor Devel-
opment and giant Scott Rathkamp taught the rules of the 
Road seminar.
My wife and I moved to Palm Beach for a year. It was 
easy to contact the local squadron and continue to learn 
and start to give back. Bill Eldridge with his 50-plus merit 
marks mentored and let me teach ABC each month. In 
Pompano Beach, Pete TenBrink the national Chairman for 
Public Affairs taught me Piloting. The guy driving the boat 
in our BOC videos, Dick Pfenniger with his 50-plus merit 
marks, certified me as an Inland Navigator Certifier.
We moved back to Pensacola this year and with the help 
of giants our squadron had a very good year for ABC.
Our commander has set great priorities for us this year. 
We need to provide more opportunities for all members to 
contribute to the success of the squadron and we need to 
apply our training with on the water activities. My number 
one goal for the Administrative Department is to prepare 
every member to contribute to our mission. Our mission 
is to promote 
recreational 
boating skills 
and boating 
safety through 
education, 
hands-on 
training and 
civic activities 
while provid-
ing fellowship 
for members. 
Learning and 
working with 
fellow boaters 
are very so-
cially reward-
ing activities.
I have been in USPS for less than four years and there are 
more giants that have helped me than I have mentioned 
here and I thank them all. Each year these giants have 
taught me more about boating and how to share that 
knowledge with more boaters. By no means do I feel to-
tally prepared to be your Administrative Officer, but I stand 
on the shoulders of giants and I will try my best.

PHOTO: Cmd Todd Larson presents the Top Prop plaque  
to Chuck Blair, Public Boating Chairperson, who spent 
endless hours promoting ABC. Five classes were con-
ducted with a student count of 85 contributing to a safer 
boating community and squadron growth.  



The Lazy Log - December 2018 – Page 8

Change of Watch 2018

New Bridge is sworn in at the Change of Watch by District 15 
Commander Joey Wheeler (from left) Scott Rathcamp, Education 
Officer; Harry Hebb, Treasurer; Becky Babineaux, Secretary; Mike 
Curci, Executive Officer; and Chuck Blair, Administrative Officer.


