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The Commander
Pensacola Sail & Power  
Squadron shines in New Orleans!

Executive Officer
Productive year for Pensacola 
Sail & Power Squadron

(Continued on Page 3)

Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron was well represented 
at the USPS District 15 Fall 
Conference in New Orleans Oct. 
19-21. 

Our very own Harry Hebb, SN, 
Assistant National Secretary, 
was USPS Chief Cheney’s rep-
resentative at the conference. 
Harry gave the Chief’s message 
on branding   “America’s Boating 
Club.”  (To learn what the Chief’s 
message was all about go to 
abc.usps.org,  America’s Boating 

Club website and check out the Branding Manual V3.1).  
Harry’s presentation did both PSPS and the Chief proud.           

The squadron continued to shine 
when District Commander Joey 
Wheeler, presented Pensacola’s 
Public Boating Chairman Charles 
Blair, AP (Chuck) the District 15 

Award for Excel-
lence in Teaching.  Chuck is also a strong 
contender for the Chapman Award at the 
National level to be presented early next 
year. 

Another shining star, USPS Lifetime 
member, Bernard Wachter, SN completed 
50 years of service and I proudly accept 

his award and look forward to congratulating him when 
presenting his 50-year pin and plaque.

USPS was still shining bright by the afternoon session 
when Ron Swope, SN, District Education Officer and Chuck 
Blair, AP gave instructions on the navigation program 
Open CPN.  Both did an excellent job in explaining how to 

Cdr Todd Larson, AP Lt/C Bill Wickham, AP

The Executive department of the PSPS has had a busy year. 
In 2018 we conducted two Operations Training Seminars 
and attended the three-day 
Pensacola Tall ships Festival. Our 
Vessel Safety Check Examiners 
conducted 70 vessel safety checks 
and our squadron participated in 
the Gander Outdoor store grand 
opening. 

I would like to thank all of our 
members who volunteered to 
man the PSPS booth at the Tall 
Ships Festival. The weather was a 
bit of a challenge, but PSPS was 
well represented to our community. Thank you All.

Many Thanks to Mike Curci, who, as squadron chairman 
of the Vessel Safety Check program, arranged for “Vessel 
Safety Check Days” at local marinas and coordinated with 
the US Coast Guard to conduct joint VSC exams at local 
launch ramps. Thanks also to our other VSE Examiners: 
Todd Larson, Chuck Fosha, Rod Powell and Chuck Blair. 
Great Job!

Kudos goes to Chuck Blair for conducting an Operations 
Training Seminar to 8 of our newest members. Thanks 
Chuck! 

And thank you Chairman Bob Wilkerson and Claudia 
Wickham who set up and manned the booth at the 
Gander Outdoors store Grand Opening. 

Thank you everyone for a productive watch year.
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting and social events 
during the calendar year. Membership 
information may be obtained by visit-
ing our website at … www.psps.me … 
or by contacting either the Commander 
or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for 
the Boating Education … Stay for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net

Executive Officer – Lt/C Bill Wickham, AP 
850.941.8813 … billwickham50@hotmail.com

Educational Officer – Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
850-776-9736 … seopsps@cox.net

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 
850.432.0527 … drdave944@yahoo.com

Secretary – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Becky Babineaux 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@cox.net

Past Commander – Vacant position 

Executive Committee
Lt Phyllis Swope, JN and Staff Photographer 
850.453.5303 … pswope55@att.net

Lt Peggy Neely, AP 
405.627.4674 … pegneely@att.net

Lt Mike Curci, AP 
850.607.2402 … mikecuci@gmail.com

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous,, a com-
plete listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 

Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you wish. If you 
don’t find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We 
will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible.

Bob Burton … 11

Albert MacNaughton … 12

Michael Sweet … 19

Matt Hamilton … 21

November birthdays
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The Commander 
continued from page 1

initially load the free program onto your computer and the 
resources it provides.  Their presentation made it easy to 
use and I encourage any member that is active in boating 
to consider using the Open CPN program.  I particularly 
like the access to the most recent charts available by 
NOAA and it is a great tool to use in the advance educa-
tion courses. The squadron is very fortunate to have Ron 
and Chuck, both are great resources.  The next district 
conference will be in March, hosted by Lake Pontchartrain 
Squadron. No doubt PSPS will shine again. 

A rainy day did not stop a group from PSPS from visiting lifetime Power Squadron member 
Bernard Wachter, SN. a resident of Solaris Healthcare.  
The group had a good reason for getting out in the rain - they went to visit  Bernie and con-
gratulate him on his 50-year membership in the USPS. 
Commander Todd congratulated Bernie on his 50-year membership and presented him with 
a plaque and 50-year pin. It was evident by the turnout; Bernie, a Senior Navigator, has many 
friends in the squadron and we all wished him well.

Bernie Wachter presented 50-year pin
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Educational Officer
Our Nautical heritage (yup, 
the SEO’s musing again)

I have always been interested in the origin and history of 
the many words and phrases we encounter in the boating 

world.  Let me share with you a 
few examples.  

As boaters we’ve all heard the 
phrase and probably used it 
often, I’m going to “The Head.”  I 
know you know what it means, 
but where do you think that 
phrase came from?  Back in the 
days of the multi-masted square 
rigged sailing ships ‘the head’ 
simply meant the very front of 
the boat.  The spar that protrud-

ed from the bow of the vessel is the bowsprit.  

This spar allowed the fore-stays to be placed further 
forward and thus the fore-mast could be located further 
forward – bigger sails.  Since sailors had to have access to 
the rigging and sails out there, they often placed rope net-
ting between the bow and under the bowsprit to catch any 
clumsy sailors.  

On the larger ships the rope netting might be replaced 
by an open “deck” made of wooden slats.  And directly 
under this deck was the deep blue sea.  Can you think of 
anything else this area might be useful for?  Let me give 
you one more hint.  Remember, these were square rigged 
sailing ships.  Where does the wind generally come from 
on square rigged boats?  

If it comes in over the stern and blows toward the bow, 
you are running downwind.  So where is the best place to 

generate a good stink?  
You guessed it, at the 
head.  Here is a pic-
ture of the bowsprit 
deck of an old sailing 
ship.  Notice the two 
square wooden struc-
tures, downwind and 
continuously flushed.  
Behold, The Head.

Before we go to the monthly education report how about 
one more “word history” diversion.  Think about the word 
scuttlebutt.  Today we use that word to mean gossip or 
hearsay.  Where did that come from?  Let’s break down 
the word.  The verb to scuttle traces back to the days of 
sailing ships.  If you were engaged in battle and it looked 
like you were going lose, you might scuttle your ship in 

(Continued on Next Page)

Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

shallow water to keep it out of enemy hands and escape 
overland.  But you didn’t want to sink it so bad that it 
couldn’t be raised again later after the enemy left.  So, 
you would drill a hole through the bottom that was small 
enough to plug up later and pump out.  The old English 
word ‘scuttle’ meant to drill a hole.  A Butt is a wooden 
cask that held two hogsheads (108 imperial gallons) of ale.  
A butt of ale would be set on a rack in a local pub, scuttled 
(tapped), and then consumed.   Empty butt casks would 
be rinsed out, filled with fresh water, re-bunged, and then 
loaded onboard the sailing ships as their source of water 
at sea.  While at sea the sailors would gather around the 
‘scuttled butt’ for a drink of water, conversation, and share 
some gossip.  Just like the water cooler in today’s office.

Some education ‘scuttlebutt’
So, what’s the latest scuttlebutt from the Education 
Department?  First of all, let’s give a ‘Job Well Done’ to Lt 
Chuck Blair AP-IN.  Chuck was recently presented with the 
Squadron Award for Excellence in Teaching.  This award is 
the first step in the Chapman Award process.  At the Dis-
trict Meeting in New Orleans he was presented with the 
District Chapman Award.  Way to go Chuck!

D/Lt/C Ron Swope SN-IN has fired up his Instructor devel-
opment program.  Mike Babineaux and David Simon have 
completed the program and are now waiting for the HQ 
sign off to get their ID Certification.  

Gene and Terri MacNaughton recently were issued their 
certification, and David Blyth and John von Senden AP, 
are currently enrolled in the ID class.  Six new instructors!  
ABC classes here we come.  And as these new instructors 
take additional advanced and elective classes I am look-
ing forward to putting them on the instructor list to teach 
those courses.

Hands-On Training set for November
The last Hands-On training session of the year will be held 
in early November.  The classroom session will be Friday, 
Nov. 2 starting at 6 p.m. at the home of Cdr. Todd Lar-
son.  The on-the-water sessions will be held the following 
Tuesday and Wednesday, Nov. 6 and 7 beginning about 7 
a.m. Individual students will only attend one of those two 
O-T-W days.  Members who have taken the training in the 
past are welcome to take it again, but won’t have to re-
peat the classroom session.  If you want to register or just 
want more information contact Ron at 850-516-1259 or 
850-453-5303 or Email seopsps@att.net.  At this time we 
don’t know how many boats we have so we may have to 
limit the number of students.  Read the following informa-
tion carefully and if you want in, register ASAP.

Hands-On training is a free, on-the-water program for 
squadron members only.  It involves about 3 hours of 
classroom work and then 4-5 hours of time at the dock 
and on the water.  While intended primarily for the newer 

mailto:seopsps@att.net
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boater or one who wants a refresher course in some of 
the basics, there are some things for even the experienced 
boater.  The use of a spring line for holding the boat to the 
dock as well as its use in departing and returning to the 
dock is stressed.  

There are other skills like the pivot turn, where the boat is 
turned without going forward or backward and the slalom 
run where the student guides the boat between buoys set 
66 feet apart.  Easy enough at slow speed.  Harder at plan-
ning speed and downright difficult in reverse.  In all there 
are 21 skills of varying degrees of difficulty.  There will also 
be time spent at the dock learning about the specific boat.  
Members are encouraged to use their own boat as long as 
it has a current vessel safety check, is no more than 26 feet 
in length, has a steering wheel, not a tiller, and has a single 
engine.   There is still time to get a vessel safety check if 
you need one.  You also need liability insurance for your 
boat although USPS insurance applies while the train-
ing is underway.  This is a program for powerboats, not 
sailboats.  Members must be 16 or older and have normal 
vision and hearing.  A current driver’s license is sufficient 
proof.   Members must also have passed the ABC3 course.  
If you don’t have a boat, we will put you in one.  Contact 

Ron as soon as possible if interested.

Our Junior Navigation class has suffered some attrition 
due to outside commitments and the significant effort as-
sociated with the Navigator level courses (JN and N).  Our 
original cadre of 6 students is now down to two doing it 
‘Home Study’ and two sticking with the scheduled weekly 
class.  Chuck Blair and Lt Mike Curci AP-IN are making 
great strides in this challenging endeavor.  Encourage them 
in their quest for the Power Squadron’s top grade of Senior 
Navigator.

Our Weather class is coming down the home stretch now, 
two more classes and then it is ‘Final Exam’ time.  I expect 
to be graduating a great group of Weather Wise Boaters 
around this time next month.

We are in the initial phase of planning next Spring classes.  
I am hoping we can generate enough interest to do a Sea-
manship Seminar series starting late January or early Feb-
ruary and then go right into a Piloting class through May.  
If you are interested in either or both of these, please let 
me know.

I hope to see all of you at the Change Of Watch on 16 Nov 
at the Pensacola Yacht Club.

‘Til next month,

Administrative Officer

 Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 

Dean’s Oktoberfest was a huge hit with group
Thank you, Dean Hoffman, for hosting Oktoberfest on Sat-
urday Oct. 13.  The view of Grand Lagoon was beautiful. 

It was sunny and there was a nice 
sea breeze.

We had a relatively brief but infor-
mative general meeting. Several 
awards were presented by Com-
mander Todd. 

Next, we feasted on some of the 
best bratwurst and sauerkraut, 
pulled pork and other treats one 
could imagine followed by bever-
ages and conversation under the 

shade trees in the back yard facing the water way. 

Dean’s son and grandson were there to help Mom, but 
Dean had the situation well in hand. Thanks to all.

On Friday Nov.16 the Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron 
will hold its annual Change of Watch and Annual Meeting 
at the Pensacola Yacht Club.  

A slate of new officers for 2019, proposed by the nomi-

nating committee, will be presented and there will be an 
election. This our most formal meeting of the year and will 
feature a choice of several items from the menu. 

We will need an accurate head count, and preferably pay-
ment in advance for the meal of $30 per plate, tips and 
taxes inclusive. There will be an open cash bar. People with 
uniforms should wear their most formal ones, and others 
should dress in their Sunday best. 

Details are presented in this issue of the Lazy Log and 
members should receive an invitation.

Pensacola Sail and Power
Squadron’s Annual Meeting  

and Change of Watch
Friday, Nov. 16

Pensacola Yacht Club | 1897 Cypress Street
Please make reservations no later than  

Thursday, Nov. 8 - Attendance is by reservation only 
- contact Dave Nicholson to rsvp

Education Officer (Continued from page 4)
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Dean Hoffman’s Famous Annual
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Pursuant to the Bylaws of the Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron, Sections 5.2 and 5.4 through 5.7 and Sec-
tion 6.8, the Nominating Committee nominates the following members to serve in the indicated office for the 
watch year 2019. Each member has been consulted as to their intentions and has agreed to serve in the indi-
cated office. The Educational Officer and the Assistant Educational Officer have been approved by the District 
Educational Officer. The vote on these nominations will be conducted at the Annual Meeting of this Squadron 
on 16 November 2018.

Commander  Todd Larson, AP-IN
Executive Officer  Mike Curci, AP-IN
Educational Officer  Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN
Administrative Officer  Charles Blair, AP-IN
Secretary  Rebecca Babineaux
Treasurer  Harry Hebb, SN
Past Commander  Rod Powell, AP 

ExCom General Membership  Lyda Brand, S
  Mike Babineaux
  David Blyth, S 

Auditing Committee   Dean Hoffman, P (1 year)
  Robert Wilkerson (2 year)
  David Simon, S (3 year) 

Nominating Committee  Rod Powell, AP (1 year)
  Charles Fosha, AP-IN (2 year)
  William Wickham, AP (3 year)

Rules Committee  David Nicholson, AP (1 year)
  Michael Brand, P (2 year)
  James Savage, P (3 year) 

Respectfully Submitted,
Dean Hoffman, P 
Dave Kimball, S
Ron Swope, SN-IN, Chair


