
The Lazy Log - September 2018 – Page 1

The Commander
Get off the dinghy -  
join a committee!

Executive Officer

The Agonic Line

Reasons for joining the power squadron varies among its 
members.  Many join for the boating education, others en-
joy giving back to the community.  Fellowship with other 
boaters is another reason. Some are just along for the 

ride.  Just like anything else for 
whatever reason you joined, 
you only get out of it what you 
put into it. 

As the commander one of my 
goals is to establish the two 
committees below per the 
operational manual, both come 
under the Administrative Of-
ficer. More detail can be found 
in the USPS Opsman.

 7.13 The squadron member involvement committee 
(SMIC) is composed of a group of enthusiastic squadron 
members who are responsible for the involvement both in 
educational and social activities of all members. They must 
encourage new and active members, as well as inactive 
members, to participate fully in squadron educational and 
social activities.

7.15 The squadron meetings, programs and entertain-
ment committee play an important part in the success 
of the squadron. Affairs, such as anniversary parties and 
change of watch dinners, require much attention to detail. 

Here is your opportunity to get involved.  I am looking for 
3-5 members and committee chairs.  If interested contact 
me or any PSPS EXCOM member and let them know you 
want off the dinghy.       

If you have taken the USPS Piloting Course, you know that 
there is a difference between 
True North, (the North Pole) and 
Magnetic North. This difference is 
known as variation, but along the 
Agonic Line there is no variation.

The Agonic Line starts at the 
North Pole, runs through the 
Magnetic North Pole and aligns 
both poles on a single meridian of 
longitude.  

Presently, if you were to stand 
at the North Pole with your 
compass in hand, the needle would point at Northern 
Canada near Ellesmere Island which is about 311 miles 
away.  Magnetic North, however, is migrating because 
the Earth is constantly changing. Natural phenomena like 
tectonic plates shifting, volcanoes erupting and sea levels 
fluctuating are all examples of our dynamic planet. In the 
last 150 years the magnetic pole has crept to the north 
over 600 miles and is traveling at a speed of about 25 
miles per year. This means that at this rate the Magnetic 
pole could reach Siberia in a few decades.  

Geophysicists theorize that at the center of the Earth 
is a solid iron core surrounded by hot molten metals. 
As the Earth spins on its’ axis the molten metals swirl 
around the solid core generating electrical currents that 
produce lines of magnetic force, which in turn creates the 
magnetosphere around the Earth. 

(Continued on Page 3)

Reminder - the PSPS calendar is 
now online only

Cdr Todd Larson, AP Lt/C Bill Wickham, AP
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting and social events 
during the calendar year. Membership 
information may be obtained by visit-
ing our website at … www.psps.me … 
or by contacting either the Commander 
or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for 
the Boating Education … Stay for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net

Executive Officer – Lt/C Bill Wickham, AP 
850.941.8813 … billwickham50@hotmail.com

Educational Officer – Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN 
850-776-9736 … seopsps@cox.net

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 
850.432.0527 … drdave944@yahoo.com

Secretary – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Lazy Log Editor - Becky Babineaux 
901-482-6726 … rmbabs@cox.net

Past Commander – Vacant position 

Executive Committee
Lt Phyllis Swope, JN and Staff Photographer 
850.453.5303 … pswope55@att.net

Lt Peggy Neely, AP 
405.627.4674 … pegneely@att.net

Lt Mike Curci, AP 
850.607.2402 … mikecuci@gmail.com

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous, a
squadron calendar of events which we try to
maintain as up-to-date as possible, a complete
listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-

ties we are involved in.
Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you
wish. If you don’t find what you 
are looking for, send an email to 
one of our officers or staff mem-
bers. We will make every effort 
to answer your questions in as 
timely a manner as possible.

Jim Zimmerly … 09
Robert Wilkerson … 13
Michael Alexander … 16
Claudia Wickham … 16

Tod Shuls … 19
James Yenzer … 20

Joan Simon … 20
Charles Blair .. 21

Michael Brand … 30

September birthdays
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At the  
Pensacola Sail and 
Power Squadron,  

comaraderie doesn’t 
stop at the dock!

Executive Officer  
continued from page 1

Here in Pensacola we are very close to the Agonic Line. 
On one of my old charts dated 1994 we had no variation. 
According to magnetic-declination.com we currently have 
only 2 degrees of variation. 

Posted by LT Amy Midgett, Thursday, August 2, 2018
Submitted by Lt.j.g. Vincent Nitopi, Coast Guard Navigation 
Center
To keep our nation’s waterways open and safe, the Coast 
Guard relies on the input of the maritime community to 
self-report hazards to navigation, such as discrepant buoys 
and beacons, or debris. The Navigation Center would like 
to remind all waterway users, whether professional mari-
ners or recreational boaters, of several options to report 
waterway hazards:
• Call your local Coast Guard command center via VHF 

radio
• Call the Navigation Center at (703) 313-5900
• Use the Aids to Navigation Discrepancy Report found 

on the Navigation Center’s website
• Use the Coast Guard boating safety app
Launched in 2015, the Boating Safety Mobile app was 
designed to help increase safety and awareness within the 
maritime community. The app was not designed to replace 
a marine VHF radio, which the Coast Guard strongly rec-
ommends all mariners have aboard their vessels.
One of the interactive features of the boating safety app 
is the ability to easily report hazards. With the help of the 
public, 176 hazard reports were generated in 2017 and 

over 70 reports have been generated so far in 2018. Once 
a report is filed, it is sent to the Navigation Center, which 
in turn works with the local Coast Guard units in the af-
fected area.
The app also provides several other useful features, such 
as:
• Latest safety regulations
• Navigation Rules
• Find the nearest NOAA buoy
• Report pollution
• Report suspicious activity
• Request emergency assistance
• Report a hazard
• Request a vessel safety check
• Check your safety equipment
• File a float plan
The app, created by BastaYaPR with the Coast Guard, is 
free to download through the Google Play Store or the 
Apple App Store
 
Stf/C Richard Carson, JN-IN
United States Power Squadrons  
Basic Public Education Committee
 

Do you know how to report waterway hazards?

25 Years Recognized
Commander Todd Larson presents a 25-year pin to Dean 
Hoffman - she received the pin honoring her 25th dues-
paying year in the Power Squadrom. 
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Educational Officer
Let’s do the Loop!

Over the last two months I’ve talked about The Ditch – The 
IntraCoastal Waterway that runs from New Jersey to the 
Florida Keys, then from Fort Meyers to Brownsville Texas. 
This month we will tie the two ICW’s together with anoth-

er stretch of “inland waterway” 
to make a uniquely American 
journey – The Loop. 

The Loop combines a trip along 
both the Atlantic and the Gulf 
ICW with an inland route start-
ing from New Jersey / New York 
Harbor to the Great Lakes and 
down the Mighty Mississippi back 
to the Gulf – a giant circle around 
half of the United States – all by 
water! 

Suppose I could take most of a 
year off, I had a good Loop boat, 
and enough $$ to propel that 
Loop boat and me for 5,000 
miles, what might my journey 
look like? Well it starts with a 
good plan so you need get in 
touch with folks that have done 
it and learn from them. A great 
place to start is the AGLCA:

 On any given day, the AGLCA 
says about 300 boats are in the 
process of doing the Loop and most of them use this web-
site and organization as their planning/communicating/
reporting tool.

After many days of planning and preparation I would 
set out from Pensacola on my adventure of a lifetime. I 

have always thought 
Christmas on Key West 
would be fun, so I leave 
Pensacola in late Octo-
ber and take a leisurely 
cruise east on the Gulf 
ICW to Carrabelle FL 
where I will jump the 

Gulf to Clearwater and then take the ICW down toward 
Fort Meyers. 

Finding myself at ICW Marker 60 in Pine Island Sound 
behind Sanibel Island on Thanksgiving and being an old 
Parrothead myself, I can’t help but pull into the Cabbage 
Key Inn Restaurant for a Thanksgiving Cheeseburger in 
Paradise. Rumor has it that Jimmy wrote it here. Maybe 
not, but he did visit the Cabbage Key and sing it here 

(Continued on Next Page)

Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN-IN

before he debuted his new song later in Fort Meyers – but 
that’s another story. 

From here we cut across Florida to the Atlantic ICW and 
head down to Biscayne Bay and on to Key West. Christmas 
in Key West will be fun. We can do all of our Christmas 
shopping in town, then a visit to the post office and mail it 
all North to those cold folks at home.

Our plan is to be in New York harbor by late April so after 
spending December and January in the Keys we will head 
back up the ICW to the Outer Banks of North Carolina 
where we can spend a few weeks in March. Maritime 
History is rich here. We can rent a mooring at Manteo on 
Roanoke Island and a rental car and really enjoy the Outer 
Banks.

Dropping the mooring we will head north on the ICW to 
Norfolk, through the Chesapeake Bay, passing Baltimore, 

through the 
C&D canal to 
Delaware Bay, 
and lastly a 
short Atlantic 
hop to New 
York Harbor. 
At this point 
our ICW trip is 
complete and 
we begin our 

inland journey.

The Hudson River and the famous Erie Canal will take us 
from NYC to Lake Erie. We enter the Erie Canal from the 
Hudson at Waterford NY and we will 
run 338 miles to Tonawanda NY on 
the Niagara River as it enters Lake 
Erie. Like it or not, you will slow 
down and relax on this leg. It will take 
us 7 days, sometimes speeding along 
at 6 or 7 knots, and sometimes just 
waiting on the 57 locks.

Our next leg takes us through the Great Lakes. From The 
International Peace Bridge at Buffalo NY to the Chicago 
River lock is 892 miles. Most of this leg will be in the open 
waters of the lakes Erie, Huron, and Michigan with a short 
stint in Lake St Claire between Erie and Huron. We will 
transit between lakes on canals and locks that bypass the 
falls, rapids, and shoals that are the natural outfall. Our 
plan says we must be in the Chicago River ready to head 
south by the end of summer.

The next leg of our adventure is a long one. From Chicago 
IL to Mobile AL we are going to be true ‘Rivermen’ for 
1300 miles, that puts Huck Finn to shame. From the Illinois 
River we head into the Mississippi and turn south. At Cairo 
IL we turn north into the Ohio River and run along the 
Illinois / Kentucky border until we reach Smithland KY and 
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(Continued from page 5)
the entrance to the Cumberland Canal and steer toward 
Tennessee. 

If you are a Civil War history buff, you will certainly spend 
some time touring on this leg. Arriving in Lake Barkley we 
take a short canal cut over to Kentucky Lake which is a lake 
formed from damming the Tennessee River. From here it is 
upriver (south) through a set of locks around another dam 
and into Pickwick Lake. Several more miles upriver we 
come to the spot where the states of Tennessee, Missis-
sippi, and Alabama meet. 

There at the entrance to Yellow Creek we make a sharp 
turn west and head into the Tennessee-Tombigbee Wa-
terway. Wikipedia tells us about the Tenn-Tom: It is a 
234-mile (377 km) man-made waterway that extends from 
the Tennessee River to the junction of the Black Warrior-
Tombigbee River system near Demopolis, Alabama. 

The Tennessee–Tombigbee Waterway links commer-
cial navigation from the nation›s midsection to the Gulf 

of Mexico. The major features of the waterway are 
ten locks and dams, a 175-foot-deep cut between the 
Tombigbee River watershed and the Tennessee River wa-
tershed, and 234 miles of navigation channels. 

The 10 locks are 9 by 110 by 600 feet, the same dimension 
as the locks on the Mississippi above Lock and Dam 26 
at Alton, Illinois.  Under construction for twelve years by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Tennessee–Tombig-
bee Waterway was completed in December 1984 at a total 
cost of nearly $2 billion. 

This leg ends in Mobile AL which is just a stones’ throw 
from home – so let’s complete our journey. We head down 
the Mobile ship channel until we reach the red buoy R 
“26” Fl (2) R 5s and set course 100°Magnetic to intercept 
the ICW west to Bon Secour and Gulf Shores. After a nice 
lunch at Lulu’s we continue through Wolf Bay, Perdido Bay, 
and Big Lagoon, and voila’ – we’re home again. I hope you 
enjoyed our ‘make-believe’ year doing The Loop. Next 
month we’ll get out of all these ditches and do something 
else, maybe see what the Nautical Muse has been up to …

We’ve had a busy and successful Summer, and looking 
forward to even more great things this Fall. D/Lt/C Ron 
Swope, SN-IN has an Instructor Development class in 
progress, soon to have two new instructors on our team.  

Lt Chuck Blair AP-IN has been doing a super job with our 
Public Boating course. In August he conducted a two-day 
class at the PYC for 33 students with a follow up 1 day 
optional session - Introduction to Navigation. PSPS added 
3 new members from the first class and three more from 
the second! Another ABC session is scheduled for Sep-
tember. Go to our web site (psps.me), print out a couple 

of flyers, and pass them out to friends and relatives. The 
Seamanship class finished up with 10 folks taking the 
final and everyone earning their “S” grade. We have 2 
classes firing up next month on Sept 10.  The Weather 
class is Monday evenings and we have 21 signed up. We 
are also teaching Introduction to Celestial Navigation (JN) 
with 7 enrolled – several taking the class version and sev-
eral going the self-study route. Don’t forget our Rendez-
vous on the 25th. Come for the fun and friendship, say Hi 
to our new members and congratulate our recent grads.

Until next month,

What’s the Educational Department been up to?

New Members
Five new members were brought into 
the Pensacola Sail and Power Squad-
rom at the August Rendezvous.  From 
left: William Hinners, Doug Berry, 
Marie Berry, Regina Swanson and Lonn 
Bailey.        -- Photo by Phyllis Swope

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waterway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tennessee_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Warrior_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tombigbee_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demopolis,_Alabama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_of_Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_of_Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lock_(water_navigation)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alton,_Illinois
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Army_Corps_of_Engineers
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Administrative Officer

 Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 

Weather cooperated for a great Rendezvous
The Aug. 25 Squadron Rendezvous at Blue Angel Park was 
well attended. Over 30 members and guests enjoyed the 
Florida sun by the beach.  

The pavilion and a fan helped us 
keep cool. We changed the format 
a little from previous rendezvous 
and had the food largely catered. 

Several delicious desserts were 
brought by guests and we dined on 
barbecue and other fare fresh from 
Sonny’s. 

After a short meeting, several 
games simulating marine proce-
dures were played. We had the 

rescue line toss and the in-water rescue buoy toss. 

We tried a new game using GPS coordinates to simulated 
lost children. This game needs further development, as 
those satellites don’t always give the same readings for 
position, and they seem to change from minute to minute, 
and day to day, especially near trees or other obstructions. 
Still, several members recovered targets and it was edu-
cational and fun for the participants.  We plan to continue 

these outdoor gatherings and we value everyone’s input, 
participation and your friendship.

September’s general meeting will be held at the Pensacola 
Yacht Club on Tuesday, Sept. 11. The meeting will follow 
the usual format. Social time 5:30 p.m. and the meeting 
wil begin at 6 p.m. The general meeting is held followed by 
dinner, ordered from the Club menu.

Park at the Pensacola Yacht Club in the first parking lot on 
the back side of the building and enter the 1st floor of the 
Club House at 1897 Cypress St, Pensacola, FL 32502.

The Speaker will be Jerry Lagos of George’s Marine Elec-
tronics. There have been advances in available marine 
electronics, including radar. Lower power consumption 
Doppler Radar such as the Gamin Open Array Phantom 4 
have been introduced.  I have recently had one installed 
on my boat. Jerry and I will be there to explain the new 
system and answer any questions.

Looking forward to the October meeting, Dean Hoffman 
has agreed to host her famous Octoberfest at her home on 
Saturday Oct. 13. Details to follow.

David Nicholson ,Administrative Officer 

Checking the coordinates - several teams competed to see who 
could read coordinates and fine the “lost children” during a 
game at the August Rendezvous.

Other games simulating marine 
rescue procedures included line 
toss and the in-water rescue buoy 
toss.
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