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The Commander
Nothing Beats a  
Water Renedezvous!

Executive Officer
Makeup of a Hull
Identification Number

(Continued on Page 3)

After a week of cloudy skies and much rain, the clouds 
parted and the sun came out for our summer rendezvous 
at Blue Angel Park.  
Only the threat of foul weather curtailed some of the on-
the-water activities but not the food, fun and fellowship. 

Great information, demonstra-
tions and a little competition 
filled the waterside pavilion.
The Vessel Safety Check (VSC) 
table provided information and 
reminded us of the safety items 
required and which ones are 
recommended. 
It also became clear how 
quickly we forget when practic-
ing nautical knots. Thanks to 

Chuck Blair and his helpful teaching aids many were able 
to keep current with the most useful knots. 
Practice throwing a line for accuracy needed for man 
overboard (MOB) or when approaching a dock provided 
the opportunity for competition.  Many were enticed with 
hopes of winning a bottle of rum thanks to Ron Swope.  
Sarah Everhart a certified sailing and standup paddleboard 
instructor from the park’s marina demonstrated proper 
safety gear and techniques when paddleboarding.
Many guests were in attendance, some from the current 
ABC class and others from neighboring power squadrons, 

Current HINs, those issued after Aug. 1, 1984, must con-
tain 12 uninterrupted digits of English alphabet letters and 
Arabic numerals. 
The first three digits represent 
a valid Manufacture’s Identifica-
tion Code, (MIC), issued by the US 
coast Guard. 
Digits four thru eight are the 
manufacture’s serial number. The 
letters I, O, and Q are not used 
within the serial number. 
The next two digits (9 &10) are 
the “Date of Manufacture or 
Certification Code.” The first digit is a letter indicating 
the month of manufacture. “A” indicating the month of 
August, “B”= September, “C”= October and so on thru “L” 
indicating July.  
The next digit (10) is the last digit of the year of manufac-
ture or certification.  The last two digits (11&12) are the 
model year of the boat. A two-letter country code may be 
added to the left of the HIN, separated by a hyphen, mak-
ing the HIN fifteen characters. (ABC12345E617-US)
 If the third digit of the HIN is a “Z”, there are special con-
siderations. The “Z” indicates that the HIN has been state-
issued or “re-tagged.” In this case, the “Z” will be preceded 
by the issuing state’s abbreviation (e.g. “FLZ” or “ALZ”). 
There are a few ways this can happen. It could have been a 

(Continued on Page 3)

Can’t find the calendar in this issue?
Since the most up-to-date calendar information is found on our website, it was decided not 
confuse things by having two calendars - go to the website for the latest dates and events.
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting 
and social events during the calendar 
year. Membership information may be 
obtained by visiting our website at … 
www.usps-psps.me … or by contacting 
either the Commander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for the Boating 
Education … Stay for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net

Executive Officer – Lt/C Bill Wickham, AP 
850.941.8813 … billwickham50@hotmail.com

Educational Officer – Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN 
850-776-9736 … seopsps@cox.net

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 
850.432.0527 … drdave944@yahoo.com

Secretary – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Past Commander – P/C Barbara Merrick, P 
850.261.6444 … barbaramerrick16@att.net

Executive Committee
Lt Phyllis Swope, JN and Staff Photographer 
850.453.5303 … pswope55@att.net

Lt Peggy Neely, AP 
405.627.4674 … pegneely@att.net

Lt Mike Curci, AP 
850.607.2402 … mikecuci@gmail.com

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.usps-psps.org. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous, a
squadron calendar of events which we try to
maintain as up-to-date as possible, a complete
listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-

ties we are involved in.
Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you
wish. If you don’t find what you 
are looking for, send an email to 
one of our officers or staff mem-
bers. We will make every effort 
to answer your questions in as 
timely a manner as possible.

July birthdays
Mike Curci … 18
Todd Larson … 25

Michael Robinson … 15
James Savage … 23
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The Commander --------------------------------------------------------------------- continued from page 1

Mobile, Fort Walton and Perdido Bay.  Also joining us were 
Past Chief Commander Luis Ojeda and District 15 Execu-
tive Officer Karen Gercak.  New members Scott Swanson, 
Angelica Hamilton, Matt Hamilton, David Kimball, David 
Simon and Joan Simon were officially pledged and wel-
comed by the Past Chief Commander.
Regardless of how successful the day was improvements 
can always be made. One goal is to achieve more on the 
water activity and weather permitting more arrival by 
boats. 

Another goal is to increase member attendance. We had 
good participation but too many members missed a great 
opportunity to increase, stay current and participate in 
boating safety.  
The venue works well for us and meets our need for water 
access so reservations have already been made for the 
August rendezvous. 
Looking forward to seeing everyone again and if you 
missed the June rendezvous make sure your plans include 
participating in August.

Chuck Fosha to ta

homemade boat and its builder requested a state-issued 
HIN, which is completely legal and proper. Such a HIN may 
also indicate that the vessel had been sold as “salvage” 
and part or most of it was refurbished and presented as 
“home built” or a “custom made” boat.
 It may not look home made, but this is legal under cer-
tain guidelines. The important thing is that you are aware 

of this before you buy a vessel so you can ask any ques-
tions you may have about its history and how it came to 
be re-tagged.  
              ABC      12345       C7            17 
              Manuf.            S/N              Date of              Model 
              ID Code                                Cert/Manuf.       Year                

Executive Officer  --------------------------------------------------------------------- continued from page 1

COAST GUARD SAYS HELLO - while doing free ves-
sel safety checks at Gulf Breeze, the squadron got a 
friendly visit from the US Coast Guard.

The PSPS ABC Class in June - this class is one of 
our most popular and continues to be the greatest 
source of new members for our squadrom.
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Many things on Earth and in the heavens move in circles or 
ellipses. But the direction in which they spin is also impor-
tant.

Spin is something we don’t always no-
tice. For example, when you’re stand-
ing to the left of a car and it starts 
moving forward, which way do the 
wheels turn — clockwise or counter-
clockwise? Everyone should be able 
to figure this out in a few seconds, yet 
not everybody gets it right. And when 
it comes to the larger universe, the 
motion of celestial bodies often seems 

downright mysterious.
Let’s start with things on our planet. Which way do you 
turn a doorknob to enter a room? Which way does water 
spiral when you flush the toilet? OK, these are trick ques-
tions. In both cases, either way is the answer. That busi-
ness about toilets flushing in opposite directions in Earth’s 
Northern and Southern hemispheres is totally bogus. The 
Coriolis Effect influences only large-scale items like weath-
er systems; it has no effect on toilets. Instead, the way 
water swirls down a basin or bowl is determined by the 
direction the water entered, the levelness of the basin, or 
any residual water motion when the plug is pulled.
Let’s move to real issues. In the Northern Hemisphere, 
which way does the wind circulate around a nice-weather, 
high-pressure system? If you said clockwise, you are cor-
rect. It’s counterclockwise for lows, meaning storms. That’s 
why we can trust the old mariners’ rule: When you face 
into the wind, your right arm points toward the storm.
What about the sky? When you face the North Star, all the 
stars and constellations slowly circle it during the night. 
Polaris is like the middle of a giant vinyl record. But which 
way does the record turn? Think for a moment. The an-
swer is counterclockwise.
What if you were an astronaut or alien floating north of 
the solar system? Which way do all the planets revolve 
around the Sun? Again, the answer is counterclockwise. 
Since asteroids orbit that same way too, it’s obvious that 
a collision between an asteroid and Earth likely won’t be a 
terribly high-speed affair.
 But now consider comets. Their orbits are random. Some 
of the most famous revolve around the Sun clockwise. 
Result: These would devastatingly collide with us head-
on. Comets with such retrograde orbits include the ones 
responsible for the annual Perseid, Orionid, and Leonid 

meteor showers: Swift-Tuttle, Halley, and Temple-Tuttle. 
That’s why their meteors are superfast. So, clockwise ver-
sus counterclockwise can be the deciding factor in a mass 
extinction. 
What about our galaxy’s rotation? Spiral galaxies typically 
rotate with their arms trailing the direction of spin. But 
that doesn’t help us because we can’t look at our galaxy 
from the outside.
How about this clue: When you’re under the summer sky 
and the Milky Way’s center is to your right in Sagittarius, 

Over the course of the night, the stars near the North Star 
travel in a circle. Which way do they rotate about Earth’s 
northern axis?

From the Secretary/Treasurer
Spin Cycles - Am I Getting Dizzy?

Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN

you are facing the direction of the galaxy’s rotation. You’re 
now looking east where the star Deneb is rising these 
nights. Facing Deneb means looking in the exact direction 
the Sun and Earth are heading as our galaxy spins. If you 
can then picture where the North Star is situated, you can 
work out whether this is counterclockwise or clockwise. It 
may be easier to Google a 21-centimeter radio map of our 
galaxy’s hydrogen clouds, which trace the spiral arms, and 
remember we rotate opposite the trailing arms.
During winter days in the north, the Sun’s path is a giant 
rainbow-shaped arc across the southern sky. If we visual-
ize this as the top segment of a circle, then daily Sun mo-
tion is indeed either clockwise or counterclockwise. Which 
is it? During our annual tours to the Southern Hemisphere, 
the strangest sky feature is that the Sun moves through 
the northern sky in the reverse direction from back home. 
In the United States, Canada, and Europe, the Sun moves 
clockwise along that arc, meaning rightward. Down there, 
it’s counterclockwise. It feels deeply weird.

(Continued on Page 8)
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Educational Officer
The ICW –  
Onward to Texas
Last month we started a series on the Intra-Coastal Water-
way – the ICW.  We looked primarily at the east coast, or 
Atlantic ICW, and a little of its history.  We began our cruise 
out of Boston Harbor and ended our east coast journey 

in the Florida Keys.  This month, 
we will take a short cut through 
Florida and then begin a journey 
along the Gulf Intra-Coastal Wa-
terway, GICW, from Sanibel Island 
to Brownsville TX.
The history of the GICW follows 
closely the history of the AICW 
we looked at last month.  During 
the 1800s commercial transporta-
tion by water competed head to 

head with the railroads, and the railroads usually won the 
battle.  It wasn’t until the early 1900s that President Teddy 
Roosevelt took an interest in a national transportation 

system and supported several pieces of legislation that 
resulted in a survey for a national waterway from Boston 
to Brownsville.  Similar to the Atlantic waterway, the idea 
of a dredged canal built behind the beach received some 
impetus from World War II submarine attacks on coastal 
shipping – it was dangerous out there.  
By 1950, the canal and waterway system we see today 
was completed.  The GICW consists of two sections and 
a shortcut through Florida: the Okeechobee Waterway 
(OW), the Punta Rossa-Tampa System, and the Carrabelle-
Brownsville Waterway.
On our journey from Boston to Brownsville we decided to 
take the Lake Okeechobee short cut rather than running 
down through the Keys, around the tip of Florida, and up 
to Sanibel Island.  The OW intersects the Atlantic ICW at 
the St. Lucie Inlet, about 80 nautical miles south of Cape 

Canaveral.  After passing through several locks on the St 
Lucie River we enter Lake Okeechobee.  In the Seminole 
language, ‘Okeechobee’ means ‘big water’.  A 40 mile run 
across the lake takes us to Moore Haven where we transit 
a series of locks on the Caloosahatchee Canal and River 
on our way to Fort Meyers.  The OW links up with the Gulf 
ICW at Punta Rassa.  This short cut saves us about 150 
miles of offshore voyage around the tip of Florida.
Like the AICW, the GICW, is made up of both natural and 
man-made canals, rivers, dredged channels, bays, and 
sounds. It is used by both commercial and pleasure craft 
with many light-draft vessels as well as tugs and tows mak-
ing use of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway in an effort to 
avoid long open water passages in the Gulf of Mexico.  The 
first section of the GICW begins at Mile Marker 0.0 in San 
Carlos Bay behind Sanibel Island and runs north behind 
the many barrier islands and bays.  It passes the mouth 
of Tampa Bay and continues along the St Pete coastline 
and ends at Mile Marker 150 behind Anklote Key north of 
Clearwater.  The GICW then makes a big jump around the 
Big Bend.
The Big Bend is a unique geological region and not very 
‘boat friendly’.  Whereas most of the gulf coast of Florida 
is sandy beaches and commercial deep water access to 
population and business centers, the Big Bend area is just 
the opposite.  Geologically it is a flooded Karst (cave filled) 
limestone plate running way out into the Gulf.  No sandy 
or mud bottoms or sandy shores, just limestone outcrop-
pings and a thin layer of silt, and very shallow water miles 
out from shore.  That means no anchoring and no canal 
dredging.  So, the GICW has to go offshore from Anklote 
Key, across the Gulf past the bend, and back behind the 
sandy barrier islands at Carrabelle, FL – a total run of 140 
nautical miles.
Take note of the ‘mile’ change.  The OW and the ICW, like 
any inland navigable waterway, mileage is Statue Miles.  
Between Anklote Key and the GICW at Carrabelle we are 
running offshore so the mileage is reported as nautical 
miles.  When we are back in the ICW we revert to Statute 
Miles. 
 If you look at the NOAA chart for Pensacola (11378) at the 
ICW going through Big Lagoon you will see a magenta line 
drawn across the ICW about 3 miles east of the bridge to 

(Continued on Next Page)

Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN
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(Continued from page 5)
Perdido Key.  It is labeled St M 175, Statute Mile 175, the 
distance along the ICW from here to Harvey Lock in New 
Orleans.
As we approach the Florida panhandle near Carrabelle we 
first see Dog Island.  Passing west through East Pass and 

into St George Sound we encounter the first marker, the 
start of the eastern section of the GICW, Mile Marker 376 
EHL.
Turning west behind St George Island we head down St 
George Sound to Apalachicola Bay where the ICW makes 
a hard turn to the north and heads inland.  From the town 
of Apalachicola to the eastern end of East Bay, Panama 
City, the ICW becomes a ‘ditch’ – 125 feet wide and 12 feet 
deep.  Midway, it passes through a fairly large freshwater 
lake, Lake Wimico.  
After opening up in East Bay, the ICW runs through the 
open waters of East Bay, St Andrews Bay around Panama 
City, then West Bay where it once again becomes a ditch 
running through the piney woods of coastal Florida.  We 
come out of the woods and into the eastern end of Choc-
tawhatchee Bay.  Then it is open cruising across the length 
of Choctawhatchee Bay, around Destin and Ft Walton, and 
into the Santa Rosa Sound.  Now we are in our backyard 
here in Pensacola.  Passing Navarre and Pensacola Beach 

we arrive at Pensacola Pass.  This gives us a wide deep 
water access to the Gulf, or we can continue west past the 
Pensacola Lighthouse into The Big Lagoon.  The Lagoon 
narrows down to a busy channel around Perdido Key.
At MM 170 EHL between the east end of Ono Island and 
Innerarity Point  the GICW crosses the Florida / Alabama 
line, runs along side the state boundary for 3 miles, and 
then turns west through Wolf Bay and becomes a ditch 
again as it passes through Gulf Shores to Mobile Bay.  
The ICW leaves Mobile Bay behind Dauphin Island and 
heads west behind a series of offshore barrier islands: Pe-
tit Bois, Horn, Ship, Cat and Le Petit Pass.  Just west of MM 
35 EHL the ICW enters the low marshlands and becomes 
a ditch again – The Rigolets / New Orleans Cut.  About 30 
miles later the ICW enters the Mississippi River just below 
New Orleans.  
Turning northwest we go up river about 5 miles to the Har-
vey Canal on our port side.  At the entrance of the canal is 
Harvey Lock.  This is the official beginning of the Eastern 
GICW – it is Mile Marker 0.0 EHL (East of Harvey Lock).  Ex-
iting the lock to the southwest we now enter the Western 
GICW, we are at MM 0.0 WHL. 
For the next 266 miles the ICW is a wide ditch through the 
low swampy lands of the Louisiana delta.  It meets up with 
the Sabine River in Texas and shortly after, cuts off to the 
west to Galveston Bay.  
This is an important point in the western GICW because 
it hooks up with the Houston Ship Channel and provides 

barge and deep water 
access to this indus-
trialized area.  The 
bays and lagoons 
behind the barrier 
islands from here to 
Brownsville tend to be 
shallow, so the ICW is 
often a dredged chan-
nel right along the 
norther shore of these 
bays.

At Brownsville TX the 
GICW enters the Brownsville Ship Channel then heads 
west to the turning basin at Port Brownsville – MM 681.5 
WHL.  
Our journey has carried us 1,368 miles from Ft Meyers FL 
to Brownsville TX.  The total ICW from New Jersey to Texas 
is about 3000 miles.  Next month we will look at navigating 
the ditch and using the NOAA US Coast Pilot #5 to plan our 
journeys on the ‘Ditch’.

Education update on next page.
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We’ve been busy in the Education Department this 
month.  We kicked off our Seamanship class on June 4 
with 11 students.  Watch for a new group of “S” members 
late July.  
Lt Chuck Blair, AP-IN, is running at full speed ahead these 
days.  He kicked off another ABC class on June 10th with 8 
students, and already at least one has joined the squad-
ron. The next ABC class is scheduled to run July 10, 12, 17, 
19.  Click for a flyer and spread the word:
http://www.hebb.me/psps/docs/abc3_flyer_july_18.pdf
Chuck also developed and delivered a program combin-
ing an Operations Training seminar and a customized 
web-overview on Navigating USPS.  This new presentation 
was well received.  We all learned a lot about what is out 
there on psps.org.  Our next squadron meeting will be at 

What’s Happening in PSPS Education
Franco’s Italian Restaurant, Tues July 24th, and Chuck will 
present his Navigating USPS program after dinner, don’t 
miss it!  The Hand-On Training (previously POTW) class 
that D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN offers will be starting up 
right about the time this Lazy Log hits the news stands, I’ll 
report on that next month.  
We have confirmed the dates for a classroom for the Ju-
nior Navigation class.  If you are AP and ready for the next 
step, let me know and we’ll sign you up.  The class will 
start Sept 10 at the college and run through Dec 10th.  We 
are also trying to schedule a First Aid Class / Recertifica-
tion.  If you need this class please contact myself (Scott) or 
Cdr Todd Larson, AP-IN.
OK, until next month,
 

 “Put a spring line on your bow cleat and attach the other 
end to a dock cleat aft.  Turn the wheel away from the 
dock and put the shifter in forward at idle power.  The 

boat will nestle up 
against the dock 
and stay there with 
no other lines at-
tached.”  That was 
a lesson the stu-
dents heard in the 
classroom part of 
the recent Hands-
On training.  Hear-
ing someone say it, 
even seeing it in an 
animation or video 
is one thing.  Doing 
it yourself, on the 
water, is something 
else.  As one stu-
dent proclaimed, 

“wow, it really works!”
Five students completed the most recent course and two 
of them used their own boat.  The classroom part of the 
training takes about 3 hours or so, with breaks.  That was 
done on a Monday afternoon.   The on the water part was 
for Tuesday for some students and on Wednesday for the 
rest.  The plan was to get underway to deploy the buoys 
at 5:30 a.m. so training could start with the students at 7.  

However an approaching thunderstorm delayed that the 
first day.  Once underway the water was calm.   It made 
many exercises easier.  The second day saw a little more 
wind and no delays from storms.  
Students go 
through 21 
different skills 
once they leave 
the dock.  Some 
are as simple 
as steering a 
straight line at a 
slow speed or coming up on plane smoothly.  Others are 
harder such as holding the boat steady into the wind or 
running a range going away from the range markers.  The 
slalom course is always interesting.  This is a series of 6 
buoys 66 feet apart laid out in a straight line.  The student 
makes a pass in both directions weaving between the 
buoys, first at a slow speed, then on plane and finally in 
reverse.  Depending on the boat and the wind conditions, 
going in reverse can be all but impossible. 
The whole idea behind Hands-On training is to transfer 
what you learned in the classroom to the water.  Any PSPS 
squadron member who meets certain minimum require-
ments is eligible to take the Hands-On training.  It is free 
and you may take it more than once. For more informa-
tion contact the Boat Operator Certification Chair Ron 
Swope at seopsps@att.net. 

Hands-on Training conducted in June
Lt/C Ron Swope, SN 
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Administrative Officer

 Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 
The summer activities of the 
squadron started out well with 
the June rendezvous at Blue Angel 
Park on Perdido Bay. Delicious 
hamburgers and hot dogs were 
served as well as treats brought by 
members. Todd and others came 
up with entertainment, games, 
and education including a demon-
stration of paddle board skills. 
Participants practiced rescue line 

throwing. I observed the skill and enthusiasm shown by 
the lady members of the squadron at this exercise. This 

does not mean that their 
spouses regularly fall over 
board, but for some reason 
they think it is best to be 
prepared.
For July the Squadron 
will have a rendezvous at 
Franco’s Restaurant on 
Tuesday the 24th in the 

evening. This will consist of an educational program pre-
sented by Chuck Blair. He will explain how to get into the 

squadron’s information system 
and how to navigate around in 
it If members are more familiar 
with the system it will facilitate 
exchange of information. (see 
further discussion elsewhere)
For August 2018 Blue Angel 
Park has again been reserved 
for a final Aug 25 summer 

rendezvous. A planning committee will be convened, and 
the event will be held on Saturday starting at noon. Ad-

ditional fun and games and 
hopefully some on the water 
events will be planned. Details 
will be forthcoming. Anyone 
who would like to help with 
the planning, is welcome to 
volunteer.
(MORE PHOTOS ON NEXT 
PAGE)

June Rendezvous is a great kick-off to summer!

Backward stuff always does. For example, during last Au-
gust’s total solar eclipse, the Moon’s shadow swept across 
the United States from upper left to lower right, from Or-
egon to the Carolinas. And yet all observers saw the Moon 
cross the Sun’s face from upper right to lower left. How 
can you possibly explain this? Think about it.
Maps of the United States are always oriented with north 
up. But at the time of the eclipse, the Sun was in the 
southern sky. So we were all standing with our backs to 

the north. Thus, everything was reversed, and the back-
ward motion is explained.
Sometimes you gotta keep your directions straight, or your 
mind goes in circles.
Reprinted with permission of Bob Berman from the June 
2018 issue of Astronomy Magazine. Why not look up Sky-
ManBob’s 5-minute science podcast “Astounding Universe” 
and be sure to look for his newest book, his 10th, coming 
out later this year titled “Cataclysms.”

Spin Cycles  --------------------------------------------------------------------- continued from page 4

Photo by Phyllis Swope
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The Rendezvous - Hot Fun in the Summertime!
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America's Boating Club® is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons® 

2018 Youth Poster Contest 
Sponsored by the National Membership Committee 

(New Contest Period:  Contest ends August 17, 2018) 

 The USPS Youth Poster Contest Awards promote youth appreciation and respect 
for recreational boating, and the message that safe boating is always fun boating.     

The Contest is open to children ages 6–14, which is divided into three age groups:   

1) Ages 6 – 8      2)  Ages 9 – 11     3) Ages 12 – 14 

Squadrons should conduct local contests and submit winning posters to their respective 
District for judging.  Posters submitted to the National Membership Committee for judging 
must be endorsed by each District Poster/Membership Chair as the point of contact. 

 

     

 

 

 

Rules 
 Each district may submit one poster in each age category. 
 Each entry must be submitted on poster board or heavy construction paper; size 15”x20” or 14”x22”  
 Entries must be judged at the district level to select winning entries for submission at the National 

contest level.   
 Squadron and District judging deadlines are a local decision.   
 Only District First-Place winners in each age category will be accepted for judging at the National 

level. 
 Posters may be sketched lightly with pencil, but the result must be in color suitable for photography. 
 Professional illustrations, photos, copyrighted or trademark material, purchased or computer 

generated are not allowed and will disqualify the entry. 
 Posters must not to be folded. 
 Posters will be judged on the Theme, message and artistic representation. 
 Only one entry per person is allowed.  All entries become the property of the United States Power 

Squadrons, which reserves the right to display and reproduce.   
 Contest entry forms must be complete, legible, and attached to the back of their poster.  

 Annual Contest entries must now be delivered to the Fall Governing Board Meeting.  This year’s meeting 
will be held in Minneapolis, MN.  Posters must be received by Friday, 17 August 2018, for judging.    

 First, Second and Third Place Winners will be announced for each age category during the Minneapolis 
Meeting.  Awards are underwritten by a grant from the OMC Foundation. 

 

The 2018 Poster Theme: 

“America’s Boating Club Saves Lives” 
Artwork should illustrate how safe boating through education, on the water skills, and 

proper use of equipment save lives. 

 


