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The Commander
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Update on Kidde recall

(Continued on Page 3)

Our Chief Commander has an excellent article in the spring 
issue of the Ensign magazine explaining the new market-
ing of America’s Boating Club.  Locally, the squadron will 
be pursuing by establishing a “branding committee” to 
improve our name recognition. Please take time to read 
the following and be prepared to offer your input for local 
name recognition.

Name Recognition
Our venerable name, United 
States Power Squadrons, has 
served us admirably for over a 
hundred years. 
When coined in 1914, it aptly 
described our purpose and 
function. By the turn of the 
century, motorboats had 
passed from unique invention 
to limited production. Although 

unreliable, these custom-built craft caught the public’s at-
tention, and their numbers grew with the development of 
more reliable power plants. 
A squadron, in naval terms, is a small group of craft 
(maybe three to 10) that operates as a unit within a larger 
force. In the case of USPS at the time, squadrons were 
small groups of powerboats operating within a larger 
yacht club of sailing vessels. 
The squadrons attracted boaters enamored with the ease 
of getting on the water with a craft that was easy to oper-
ate, less dependent on the weather and had greater utility 
than some wind-driven vessels. 
And so “power squadron” had immediate recognition 
among recreational boaters of the day. 
A lot of water has gone under the bilge since our found-

Here is an update on the Kidde fire extinguisher recall. 
Models with plastic handles and the push-button Pindi-
cator are being recalled due to failure to discharge and 
nozzle detachment. 
The recall includes 134 models 
with plastic handles manufactured 
between January 1, 1973 and Au-
gust 15, 2017 and 8 models of the 
push-button Pindicator, manufac-
tured between August 11, 1995 
and September 22, 2017. 
This recall also includes models 
that were previously recalled in 
March, 2009 and February 2015. 
 If you go to the Kidde website you will find information 
on all models that are included in the recall and how and 
where to find model and serial numbers. 
 When you call the toll free number you will be connected 
to a customer service representative who will ask for the 
model and serial number. (Be sure to have them handy 
before you call). 
When they confirm that your unit is part of the recall, they 
will take your contact and shipping information and send 
you a FREE replacement. Because of the volume of calls 
don’t expect to receive your replacement for at least 4 to 
6 weeks. 
Consumer Contact:
Kidde Toll Free at (855) 271-0773 Monday thru Friday 0830 
to 1700 Eastern Time, (8:00AM to 5:00 PM) and 0900 to 
1500 Eastern Time (9:30 AM to 3:00PM) on Saturday and 
Sunday, or online  at www.kidde.com and click on “Prod-
uct Safety Recall.”
                                                    Lt/C Bill Wickham sends
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The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting 
and social events during the calendar 
year. Membership information may be 
obtained by visiting our website at … 
www.usps-psps.me … or by contacting 
either the Commander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for the Boating 
Education … Stay for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net

Executive Officer – Lt/C Bill Wickham, AP 
850.941.8813 … billwickham50@hotmail.com

Educational Officer – Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN 
850-776-9736 … seopsps@cox.net

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 
850.432.0527 … drdave944@yahoo.com

Secretary – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Past Commander – P/C Barbara Merrick, P 
850.261.6444 … barbaramerrick16@att.net

Executive Committee
Lt Phyllis Swope, JN and Staff Photographer 
850.453.5303 … pswope55@att.net

Lt Peggy Neely, AP 
405.627.4674 … pegneely@att.net

Lt Mike Curci, AP 
850.607.2402 … mikecuci@gmail.com

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.usps-psps.org. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous, a
squadron calendar of events which we try to
maintain as up-to-date as possible, a complete
listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-

ties we are involved in.
Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you
wish. If you don’t find what you 
are looking for, send an email to 
one of our officers or staff mem-
bers. We will make every effort 
to answer your questions in as 
timely a manner as possible.

June birthdays

Gordon Dey ... 02
Denothras Pierce ... 16
Scott Swanson ... 18

Michael Disotelle ... 18
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The Commander --------------------------------------------------------------------- continued from page 1

ing days. Powerboats grew in number and continued to 
bring a unique new group of boaters to the water. The 
industry bloomed with new offerings. The outboard motor 
introduced small boats to many water sports and allowed 
easy access to fishing and other recreation. Trailer boats 
flourished and further expanded the opportunities for 
recreation. Personal watercraft followed and appealed to 
people who didn’t have the time or means to invest in a 
motorboat. 
Many recognized the shift in the seascape, so to speak. 
Sailing clubs became yacht clubs. Boat clubs were formed. 
Power squadrons expanded beyond yacht clubs to include 
other boaters in the community. 
Still, our name stayed the same. 
When you wear your USPS shirt, jacket or blazer in the 
public, do you get questions about what the insignia 
means? I do. It takes some explaining to convey who we 
are and what we do. Still, some folks leave with a bit of 
puzzlement at the connection. 
A lot of companies market under various brand names. 

The names are meant to create a quick connection to the 
product for the public or to target a specific audience or 
both. 
Our adoption of the market brand America’s Boating Club 
is the same idea. It provides an immediate recognition of 
who we are and what we do, not only to boaters but also 
to the public. That initial identification and connection 
makes it easy to explain what we do because the door is 
already open. 
United States Power Squadrons is not going away, nor are 
our values and traditions. America’s Boating Club is not 
new; we got the original trademark 16 years ago, in 2002. 
The difference is that we are now presenting America’s 
Boating Club in a more vigorous way and with more 
consistency.
 America’s Boating Club describes what we are today, not 
what we were in the past. United States Power Squad-
rons is America’s Boating Club. 

Chuck Fosha to ta

Lt/C Ron Swope, SN 
The largest Public Boating Class in recent years also result-

ed in the greatest number of new mem-
bers.  The April class with 25 members 
saw 18 of them sign up for membership. 
 Of those 18, three brought aboard their 
spouse, who was not a class member, for 
a total of 21.  And just to be totally fair, 2 

of the original 25 were already squadron members.
Why the tremendous success?  First we had great adver-
tising.  We had Facebook and other online coverage as 
well as blurbs in numerous local publications.  Our SEO 
spent many hours driving around posting flyers at every 
marina, bait shop and boat repair facility he came across.  
As the registrations came in Lt. Chuck Blair, AP-IN who co-
ordinated the class, contacted each student and got many 
of them their books and other class materials well before 
the first night.
Although it has been our standard practice to have one 
or more instructors available to answer questions before 
class starts, Chuck took it a step farther.  Beginning the 
second class he held informal reviews before the 6 p.m. 

start time.  At the end of the second class night he an-
nounced he would have an activity for those who wanted 
to come in at 5 p.m. the following Tuesday.  He had some 
students waiting for him when he arrived at 4:30.  
He used colored masking tape on cutouts to explain aids to 
navigation and sound signals.  Several people commented 
that this additional review really helped them understand 
the material.
Another technique that Chuck employed was to send an 
Email to each student after each class with links to sites 
that would further explain or answer things that came up 
in class.  
There is never enough time in class to fully discuss every 
topic and this gave those who wanted more information 
an easy way to find it.  In recent years our first class of the 
year has been moved from March to May because we just 
didn’t get many students in March.  
This year we decided to go with April and it seems like that 
was a good idea.  Several people commented that they 
took the class now because they were getting ready to get 
out on the water and thought they thought the timing was 
right.  

First 2018 ABC class is rousing success!
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Educational Officer
The ‘Ditch’
This month I’d like to transition from our maritime ecology 
to Inland Waterways. As we boat the waters of Pensacola 
Bay, Santa Rosa Sound, Big Lagoon, and Perdido Bay we 

often encounter large commercial 
barges hauling their cargo along 
what we call the Intra-Coastal 
Waterway, or ICW for short. 
What exactly is this ICW? Where 
does it come from and where 
does it go? Who established it, 
when? What do I have to know 
and do when I am cruising it? 

How the ICW began 
In this first installment of the series, let’s take a look at the 
origin of the ICW beginning with growth of coastal com-
merce in the early 1800s. 
As the cities along the eastern coast grew, their desire to 
trade with their sister cities along the coast grew also. Big 
cities like Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Norfolk, Charles-
ton, and Savannah developed a significant inter-city trade 
based on their deep-water port access to the Atlantic 
Ocean. That trade however, was limited to oceangoing 
vessels during good weather. 
Secretary of the Treasurer Albert Gallitin proposed to 
Congress that a series of canals and dredging would allow 
commerce in small “inland” boats between Boston, New 
York, and Philadelphia with only brief excursions out in 
open Atlantic waters. 
After the War of 1812, the country saw the need to im-
prove our transportation system. With the passage of the 
General Survey Act in 1824, the president put the Army 
Corps of Engineers to work implementing Gallitin’s Plan. 
Soon after, the Cape Cod and the Delaware & Raritan 
(D&R) canals were opened to commerce. 
This is the start of what would later become the ICW. A 
small commercial boat could leave Boston harbor and 
head south to where the “arm” of Cape Cod attached to 
the “body” of Massachusetts. It would then pass through 
the newly created Cape Cod Canal into Buzzards Bay on 
the south shore of Massachusetts. (Here is a picture of the 
south side of yours truly ped-
dling north along the tow path 
of the Cape Cod Canal)
From here the boat could pro-
ceed west in the lee of Mar-
tha’s Vineyard and Block Island 

into the Long Island Sound all the way to the East River 
around Manhattan Island (New York City) and then into 
the Hudson River. A quick scoot around Staten Island and 
into Raritan Bay then up the Raritan River to the newly 
completed D&R canal, the boat could hook up to a team of 
rented canal mules for a 30-mile pull through several locks 
to the Delaware River. 
From there it is a downhill run to Philly. In Philadelphia, 
you could meet up with ocean going vessels bound for 
southern ports. This route cut hundreds miles of ocean 
passage around Cape Cod and down the coast of New 
Jersey. It became an economic boon as it carried Pennsyl-
vania coal to the east coast markets.
Also about this time coastal cities were developing 
dredged channels in their major ports because steam 
powered boats with deeper drafts could now navigate the 
narrow channels. The Houston Ship Channel from Galves-
ton to Houston traces back to this period. 
During the Civil War in the 1860s, transportation focused 
on the railroads. The construction and dredging of new 
waterways dropped off. In the 1880s Congress passed 
some laws encouraging waterway development but it 
didn’t have a major effect. In the early 1920s the develop-
ment of the diesel engine made smaller, maneuverable 
commercial vessels practical for operation in inland rivers 
and waterways. 
This began to pressure state and federal government for 
dredged inland waterways. The compelling push came 
with the start of World War II. German submarines started 
sinking our shipping along the Atlantic coast. 

Heading for Texas
Very quickly we realized that much of the Atlantic and Gulf 
coasts were protected by a strip of sandy islands several 
miles off the mainland. Dredge a channel behind those 
barrier islands, and dig a few canals here and there to 
connect them all together, and Bingo, you are submarine 
proof. In short order the ICW as we know it today came 
into existence. It went from a few cities with dredged ac-
cess and two canals to a 3,000-mile waterway from Cape 
Cod Canal to Brownsville Texas.
Today the D&R canal is closed 
(it is now a state park) so you 
have to go out into the Atlantic 
from New York Harbor around 
Cape May NJ, up the Delaware 
Bay and through the Chesa-
peake & Delaware Canal (17 m) 
to the Chesapeake Bay (photo 
right). 

(Continued on Next Page)

Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN
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(Continued from page 9)

Down the Chesapeake Bay to Norfolk is a nice wide open 
passage. In Norfolk VA the Atlantic ICW officially begins at 
Statute Mile Marker 0.0 (36°50’54” N / 76°17’54” W) and 
runs all the way to Key West FL at SM 1283.8.
The Atlantic portion of the ICW is made up of both natural 
and man-made canals, rivers, bays, and sounds. This sec-
tion is primarily used by pleasure craft. Many commercial 
light-draft vessels as well as smaller tugs and tows also 
make use of the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway in an effort 
to avoid long open ocean passages. 
About seven miles after leaving Norfolk the ICW splits into 
two canals. To the east is the Albemarle and Chesapeake 
Canal. This route is deep water (12 ft), well maintained 
and takes you directly into the Albemarle Sound behind 
The Outer Banks. The western canal leads into the Great 
Dismal Swamp. It is the oldest continually operating 
man-made canal in the United States - it opened in 1805, 
and closed in October 2016, due to storm damage. The 
canal reopened in November 2017, and closed soon after 
because it was inundated with duckweed, clogging the 
intakes on power boats. The canal remains a risky choice 
for navigation. 

From here to the Florida keys the ICW runs ‘behind the 
beach and through the swamps’. Wherever there is deep 
water behind the outer sandy barrier islands, that is the 
preferred ICW route. An example near us would be the 
ICW running along Santa Rosa Sound or Big Lagoon. Else-

where along the coast the 
ICW is a man-made canal 
running through the marsh 
and swamp areas and 
lakes, rivers, and lagoons 
where available.
Well, that takes us about 
half way on our ICW jour-
ney. Next month we can 
look at the second half, the 
Gulf ICW. Then we can dive 

in to navigation on the ICW, the Coast Pilot, and maybe 
take a quick trip through the Great Loop.

A good month for PSPS
This past month was an awesome month for PSPS. We 
held the first ABC class of 2018 in April and the numbers 
were off the chart. 
Twenty-five folks signed up for the class, all passed with 
flying colors, and then twenty four joined the squadron! 
Two thumbs up go out to Lt Chuck Blair AP-IN and his 
excellent crew of instructors: Lt/C Bill Wickham, AP, Lt 
Mike Curci, AP-IN, D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN, and R/C Harry 
Hebb, SN. 
Our next ABC class is scheduled for Tues and Thurs, June 
12, 14, 19 and 21. Pass the word to your boating friends. 
Chuck is also putting together a short course combin-
ing some HQ Web Navigation instruction and Operations 
Training Lite for our new members (and anyone else that 
could use a refresher). 
This seminar will be held at my house (call for directions, 
phone number on PSPS.me) at from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on May 
22 and May 24. 
Ron and the BOC crew will be will be doing another POTW 
program. The class is scheduled for May 25th. Contact Ron 
for details. We will be offering a Seamanship class for our 
new ABC graduates and any other members that would 
like to begin the journey through the Advanced Grades. 
This class will be on Mondays starting June 4th from 6:00 
to 8:30 PM, and run through Jul 23rd at the Warrington 
Campus of PSC, room 3205. Download 
a flyer from the web (psps.me) for the 
details. You can register at https://www.
usps.org/cgi-bin-nat/eddept/800/getreg-
formx.cgi?L-15216. If your phone has a QR 
reader, then shoot this box of dots and go 
directly to registration. Problems, call me.
One more teaser for the Fall. If you have your AP grade 
and are ready to move up, we will be offering a JN class in 
September. We don’t have confirmation on the room yet 
so tentatively schedule Mondays starting Sep 4th or 10th 
and running into early Dec. We have an active squadron 
here in Pensacola with lots going on – be a part of it!
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Formerly called Practical On-The-Water Training or POTW, 
Hands-On Training consists of about 3-4 hours of class-
room work (with breaks) and another 4-6 hours of on-the 
water work in a powerboat.  
While the program is aimed primarily at the novice or less 
experienced boater, there are a few things that may ben-
efit the more experienced.  
One example is backing the boat through a series a buoys 
about 60 feet apart.  
Another is called a pivot turn which involves turning the 
boat in place without going forward or backward.  
Another is running a range, which is fairly simple going 
toward the range markers, but not as easy when traveling 
away from them.
Hands-On training (and you will probably catch most of us 
referring to it as POTW) is free to members.  In our squad-
ron you must be a member to take it.  You must be at least 
16 years of age and have normal sight and hearing.  A valid 
driver’s license is sufficient proof.  You must have passed 
the public boating course (ABC).   If you have a powerboat 
of 26 feet or less that has a steering wheel (no tillers) you 
may use that.  In fact it is recommended that you use your 
own boat.  However, if you don’t have a boat, we will put 
you in another one.
Beside the dockside safety brief that includes many items 
particular to the specific boat you are on such as throw-
able PFD, first aid kit, knots, etc., there are 21 skill items 
each students works through on-the-water.  
While most are performed solely by the person at the 
helm, some, like anchoring and Man Overboard require a 
team effort.  

Hands-on training offered June 25-27

The Classroom 
training will be 
at the Southwest 
Branch Library, 
12248 Gulf Beach 
Hwy.  That’s on 
the corner of Gulf 
Beach Hwy and 
Bauer Rd.  Class 
will start a 1 p.m. 
on Monday, June 
25.  On-the-water 
will be the follow-
ing Tuesday and 
Wednesday.  Con-
tact Ron Swope 
at 850-453-5303 or Email him at jakedog74@att.net for 
more information or to register. 
(photos from our last POTW class)

All of our instructors for the public boating classes (ABC) 
are USPS Certified Instructors.  
This is a requirement, both of our national organization 
and of the National Association of State Boating Law 
Administrators (NASBLA).  ID is an 8 week course where 
students present a series of short lessons to the class.  
There is no final exam as such.  In lieu of a final exam the 
student prepares a one-hour lesson plan.  The lesson plan 
is not delivered in class but once approved by the instruc-
tor, is forwarded to the national Instructor Development 
Committee for final approval and awarding of instructor 
certification.  

Instructor development class offered
Once awarded, this certification must be renewed every 
four years.
In our squadron these classes are very small, 3 or a 
maximum of 4 students.  A class is scheduled to begin on 
Thursday July 12 and run for 8 sessions. 
Two students have already expressed an interest so 1 and 
a maximum of 2 more can be accommodated.  Class will 
be for approximately 2 ½ hours each session.  Class will 
be either a morning class starting at 9 a.m. or an evening 
class starting at 6 p.m.  
For more information please contact the instructor, Ron 
Swope at 850-453-5303 or Email him at jakedog74@att.
net. 
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Administrative Officer
Chuck Fosha explains science behind tracking asteroids in space
 Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 

Thank you, Chuck Fosha, guest 
speaker at the May meeting of 
the Pensacola Sail and Power 
Squadron. Chuck, one of our 
own members, gave a presenta-
tion relating one of his special 
interests. He told us about the 
science and mathematics in-
volved in calculating the course 
of objects flying about in orbit 
around the Sun.  Of interest 

are asteroids, which from time to time slam into the 
Earth. If we get hit too hard, we could meet the fate 
of dinosaurs. The math was heavy, even for Power 

Squadron navigators. It was non-linear and three 
dimensional Fortunately no collisions are predicted 
soon.
  No more general meetings are held during the sum-
mer. We do have fun rendezvous instead. (see an-
nouncements in this issue. 
One way we are spreading the word about what we 
do is by way of Facebook. Much information of gen-
eral interest to boaters is there. How do you find it? 
In the search box at the top of the Facebook page, de-
noted by a magnifying glass page type in “Pensacola 
Power Squadron.” An old obsolete address with no 
new content called “Pensacola Sail and Power Squad-
ron” may also be in the address bar. 

By Dave Nicholson
Contributing Editor

One of the pleasures of travel-
ing is talking to local people you 
meet along the trails. People out 
West seem particularly friendly. 
On our trip last month, a hiker 
told of being followed by moun-
tain lions. He said don’t worry, 
they usually don’t attack you. 
In Lubbock Texas we visited a riverside park along the Rio 
Grande. A group of hikers passed us by and I commented 
that a nearby tree I saw was beautiful.  “Yes, it is,” he said” 
but we hate that kind of tree. It is a salt cedar and it is tak-
ing over most of the cottonwood groves. It has wiped out 
most of them.”  As I looked closer I noted that no other 
plant was growing near it. “This tree uses a tremendous 
amount of water and it extracts salt from the environment 
which kills all the other trees and plants.” Sure, enough 
when I looked close to the river, a discolored area of moist 
soil with no other plants was present. Everywhere you go 
there seem to be invasive species.  We have the lion fish 
and they have the salt cedar. 
The plant is not a true cedar. Salt Cedar, also known as 

Tamarisk, is a large shrub or small tree native to the dry re-
gions of Africa, the Mediterranean and Asia. While here in 
the Unites States we often discuss Salt Cedar as if it were 
one tree, the genus Tamarisk composed of 54 different 
species - and at least six of these now occur in the U.S. 
Able to tolerate extremely salty and alkaline conditions, 
they have become major invasive weeds across much of 
the southwestern United States. Originally, they were in-
tentionally introduced to North America in the 1800s and 
used as ornamentals, wind breaks, and soil stabilizers. 
During the dustbowl years (1930s) they were extensively 
planted to help prevent soil erosion. In the ensuing de-
cades it has become a significant invasive species. In many 
places it has, in many places, replaced the native Cotton-
woods and Willows. It accumulates salt in its leaves and 
when these fall off they make the ground near the tree so 
salty nothing else can grow.
 
Salt Cedar Tree 
Land management agencies at the federal, state, and local 
levels have been working on eradication efforts, but the 
dense thickets of these trees are difficult to cut, and they 
regrow easily from the base of the stumps. There has been 
some success in releasing beetles to feed on the trees.
But wouldn’t you know it. The tree has some uses. This 
is because it provides a nice habitat for the endangered 
Southwestern Willow Flycatcher. These birds used to live 
in Cottonwood trees, but they switched to the invasive 
trees to live in. The overriding problem may be water 
resource management.

Not all trees are nice!
I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree. 
A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the sweet earth’s flowing breast…
    — Joyce Kilmer
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May meeting at Franco’s

Photos by Phyllis Swope
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America's Boating Club® is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons® 

2018 Youth Poster Contest 
Sponsored by the National Membership Committee 

(New Contest Period:  Contest ends August 17, 2018) 

 The USPS Youth Poster Contest Awards promote youth appreciation and respect 
for recreational boating, and the message that safe boating is always fun boating.     

The Contest is open to children ages 6–14, which is divided into three age groups:   

1) Ages 6 – 8      2)  Ages 9 – 11     3) Ages 12 – 14 

Squadrons should conduct local contests and submit winning posters to their respective 
District for judging.  Posters submitted to the National Membership Committee for judging 
must be endorsed by each District Poster/Membership Chair as the point of contact. 

 

     

 

 

 

Rules 
 Each district may submit one poster in each age category. 
 Each entry must be submitted on poster board or heavy construction paper; size 15”x20” or 14”x22”  
 Entries must be judged at the district level to select winning entries for submission at the National 

contest level.   
 Squadron and District judging deadlines are a local decision.   
 Only District First-Place winners in each age category will be accepted for judging at the National 

level. 
 Posters may be sketched lightly with pencil, but the result must be in color suitable for photography. 
 Professional illustrations, photos, copyrighted or trademark material, purchased or computer 

generated are not allowed and will disqualify the entry. 
 Posters must not to be folded. 
 Posters will be judged on the Theme, message and artistic representation. 
 Only one entry per person is allowed.  All entries become the property of the United States Power 

Squadrons, which reserves the right to display and reproduce.   
 Contest entry forms must be complete, legible, and attached to the back of their poster.  

 Annual Contest entries must now be delivered to the Fall Governing Board Meeting.  This year’s meeting 
will be held in Minneapolis, MN.  Posters must be received by Friday, 17 August 2018, for judging.    

 First, Second and Third Place Winners will be announced for each age category during the Minneapolis 
Meeting.  Awards are underwritten by a grant from the OMC Foundation. 

 

The 2018 Poster Theme: 

“America’s Boating Club Saves Lives” 
Artwork should illustrate how safe boating through education, on the water skills, and 

proper use of equipment save lives. 
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