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The Commander

Standing Tall with  
the Tall Ships

Executive Officer

Shellbacks:  
A time-honored tradition

(Continued on Page 3)
(Continued on Page 3)

Some of you may remember the cadence ditty, “Every-
where we go people want to know who we are, where we 

come from…” Well after the 
Tall Ship Festival in down-
town Pensacola that is what 
came to mind.  For the first 
time in history the three-day 
festival came to Pensacola 
drawing thousands of people 
to Plaza de Luna and among 
the vendor booths stood 
America’s Boating Club, Pen-
sacola Sail and Power Squad-
ron.  Members, high-profile 
banners, an abundance of 

literature and the Boating Skills Virtual Trainer all provided 
a great opportunity for exposure and to reach and teach 
the community.                                                                   
High winds Saturday and Sunday made Friday our busi-
est day with over 38 participants experiencing the virtual 
trainer.  Many more 
showed interest 
in Vessel Safety 
Checks and mem-
bership.  Nine 
people signed 
up for our next 
America’s Boating 
Class, (another 
source for poten-
tial membership) 
thanks to Chuck 

A shellback is a member of the crew who has crossed the 
Equator and has been ceremoniously admitted into the 
realm of King Neptune. This is a 
tradition that goes back to sailing 
days. No one is sure when the 
Ling Crossing Ceremony, “Order 
of Neptune” came about, but it 
is witness to a mariner’s trans-
formation from slimy pollywog to 
trusty shellback. It was a way to 
test sailors for their seaworthi-
ness. 
When a ship crosses the equator, 
King Neptune comes aboard to 
exercise authority over his domain and to judge charges 
brought against Pollywogs that are only posing as sailors 
and haven’t paid proper homage to the “God of the Sea”.
All members of the crew, who have not yet “crossed the 
line”, must be initiated: no matter their rank or station.  
The ceremony and initiation are supposed to be well kept 
secrets, so I will just say that the ritual includes King Nep-
tune, his court and a royal baby. The initiation, conducted 
by shellbacks, is various forms of hazing which includes a 
chute filled with days-old garbage.  Enough said.
There are actually three kinds of shellbacks. There is the 
“Shellback”, one who has crossed the Equator, the “Golden 
Shellback”, one who has crossed the Equator and the 
International Date Line at the same time and the rarer 
“Emerald Shellback”, one who has crossed the Equator and 
the Prime Meridian at the same time. 



The Lazy Log - April 2018 – Page 2

The Lazy Log is the official publication of the Pensacola 
Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is published monthly 
and details the activities of the squadron. 
The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a private non-
profit fraternal organization dedicated to “Safe Boating 
through Education.” We restrict membership to no one 
requesting only that members express an interest in 
sharing our charter and learning the principals and prac-
tice of safe boating through education. 

We hold regular business meeting 
and social events during the calendar 
year. Membership information may be 
obtained by visiting our website at … 
www.usps-psps.me … or by contacting 
either the Commander or Secretary. 
Safe Boating is no Accident -- Come for the Boating 
Education … Stay for the Friendssm

The Lazy Log

Officers and Staff
Commander – Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net

Executive Officer – Lt/C Bill Wickham, AP 
850.941.8813 … billwickham50@hotmail.com

Educational Officer – Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN 
850-776-9736 … seopsps@cox.net

Administrative Officer – Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 
850.432.0527 … drdave944@yahoo.com

Secretary – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Treasurer – Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me

Past Commander – P/C Barbara Merrick, P 
850.261.6444 … barbaramerrick16@att.net

Executive Committee
Lt Phyllis Swope, JN and Staff Photographer 
850.453.5303 … pswope55@att.net

Lt Peggy Neely, AP 
405.627.4674 … pegneely@att.net

Lt Mike Curci, AP 
850.607.2402 … mikecuci@gmail.com

Got a question? Need information? Contact us!
Our website is available to assist you in answering
questions about us and what we stand for.
The URL is www.usps-psps.org. As well, it lists
all the officers of the squadron, the most recent
details of our meetings and rendezvous, a
squadron calendar of events which we try to
maintain as up-to-date as possible, a complete
listing of our educational program, our Vessel
Safety Check program and many of the other activi-

ties we are involved in.
Please feel free to peruse our 
site whenever you
wish. If you don’t find what you 
are looking for, send an email to 
one of our officers or staff mem-
bers. We will make every effort 
to answer your questions in as 
timely a manner as possible.

April birthdays

Tomas Kuklish … 03
Phyllis Swope … 05
Barbara Merrick … 22

William Alexander … 22
Nancy Rathkamp … 12
Ron Swope … 29
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The Commander ----------------------------------------------------------  continued from page 1

Executive Officer ------------------------------------------------------------------  continued from page 1

Blair. Credit also goes to: Mike and Becky Babineaux, Mike 
and Lyda Brand, Mike Curci, Ruth Dunnavant, Chuck Fosha, 
Harry Hebb, Dave Nicholson,  Scott Rathkamp, John von 
Sended, Ron Swope, Claudia Wickham and committee chair 
Bill Wickham.  Thanks to their hard work and efforts I have no 
doubt we reached many in the community and many more 
now know who we are, America’s Boating Club,  For Boaters, 
By Boaters. 
Cdr, Todd sends

In times past, a shellback was an old sailor who had 
been at sea long enough for barnacles to have grown on 
his back. He was an old salt known for his tall tales and 
embellished yarns of his experiences at sea. He was held 

in high regard for his vast knowledge and proficiency in 
seamanship and for the fact that he had much to teach 
younger sailors. 
Shellbacks are a time honored tradition of seafarers. 

Thank you, Commander Todd 
for your report to the April gen-
eral meeting of the Pensacola 
Power Squadron at the Yacht 
Club. 
Next month’s meeting which 
will be held on Tuesday May 8, 
2018 will mark the end of our 
regularly scheduled general 
meetings before the summer 

months of June through August, but not for our 
squadron’s activities. (See further details in this is-
sue.)
Our May meeting will be held at Franco’s Restaurant, 
in downtown Pensacola in the meeting room, in the 

back, starting at 5:30 p.m. Our speaker this month 
will be our own Chuck Fosha. Chuck spent his career 
as an astrophysicist and among other things worked 
on problems predicting the paths of asteroids. 
He has offered to speak to the squadron concerning 
the way this is done. You might also want to know if 
or when one of these will hit or get close to the earth.  
I have been assured it will not happen before the 
meeting.
Franco’s is a well-known family owned Pensacola 
restaurant located at 523 E Gregory St, Pensacola, FL 
32502
Phone: (850) 433-9200
David Nicholson, Administrative Officer

Administrative Officer
Chuck Fosha to talk about tracking asteroid paths
 Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 

At the  
Pensacola Sail and Power 
Squadron, comaraderie 

doesn’t stop at the dock!
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Educational Officer
Don’t Cut the Grass!
For the last few months I’ve been doing a little series of 

‘Marine Naturalist’ articles from 
sea birds to jellyfish.  One more 
‘Marine Biology Class’ and then 
I’ll get back to more traditional 
maritime topics.  
Let’s look at seagrasses and how 
they pertain to our boating ac-
tivities.  On charts that show the 
bottom type, seagrasses are usu-
ally labelled as SAV (Submerged 
Aquatic Vegetation).  

The grasses that grow in our area are actually flowering 
plants totally adapted to living under water.  They have 
floating leaves and nets of roots that create a stable and 
protective environment for many kinds of marine life.  
They send out rhizomes (horizontal roots) that pop up as 
new plants, and in the process create a stable net that 
stabilizes the bottom.  
Within this net of roots burrow clams and worms, and in 
the forest of leaves hide the crabs, starfish, sea cucumbers 
and sea urchins, along with juvenile and young adult fish 
and seahorses.  The leaves provide a place to anchor for 
filter-feeding organisms such as bryozoans & sponges, and 
a grazing space for snails.  
The SAV also captures and settles much of the sediment; 
that improves the water clarity.  About 70% of Florida’s 
fishery species spend at least part of their life cycle within 
the seagrass community.
One of the primary factors that determine what grass 
grows where is the salinity of the water.  The water in the 
Gulf and near the passes is considered ‘salty’, about 30 to 
35 parts per thousand (ppt) salts.  
As you progress along the IntraCoastal Waterway to the 
lower Bays (Perdido, Pensacola, Escambia, and East) it 
becomes ‘brackish’, salinity 15 to 25 ppt.  
Moving up into Upper Perdido, Upper 
Escambia, and Blackwater the water 
becomes ‘fresh’ with salinities less 
than 5 ppt.  The SAV we find in the 
fresh  zones of Escambia and Black-
water is called Tapegrass or Eelgrass 
(Vallisneria americana)  Fig 1.  As we 
move down toward the ICW and the 
salinity climbs to the brackish level, 
we begin to see beds of Tasselweed 
(Ruppia maritima)  Fig 2.  Then as 

we near the passes into the gulf and the salinity rises to 
the 20 to 30 ppt range, the common grass beds are Shoal 
Grass (Halodule wrightii)  Fig 3.  Unfortunately in Upper & 
Lower Perdido Bays there is hardly any grasses left at all 
due to various pollutants entering the bay.
So, why am I spending time expounding on seagrass?  
Because it is a critical element of our marine ecosystem 
and we are losing it to human activities – dredge and fill, 
coastal development, pollution, and BOATING.  Motoring 
through shallow water grass beds and anchoring in grass 
beds tears up the grass by the roots.  The scars can take 
years to re-populate.

And if you destroy seagrass in an Aquatic Preserve such as 
the south side of Big Lagoon along the Gulf Islands Nation-
al Seashore / Johnson Beach, it is a violation of Florida law 
and carries a penalty of up to $1,000.  Let’s protect this 
valuable resource, Be Seagrass Safe. (see additional photos 
on next page).
OK, end of soapbox speech.  

What’s happening in the Education Department?  
We have three more Monday nights of Advanced Piloting 
class then we hand out the exams – watch for some new 
AP graduates coming soon!  With some new AP’s com-
ing and a number of members that are already AP, the 
next logical step is a class for Junior Navigation.  We are 
planning to start that class in early September, mark your 

(Continued on Next Page)

Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN
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(Continued from page 9)

calendars.  
Also on the planning stage is a Seamanship class for all the 
new members we expect to get from our ABC classes this 
summer.  Cdr Todd Larson, AP-IN kicked off our first ABC 
class for 2018 and we had a great turnout, 26 students.  
A big Thanks to Lt Chuck Blair, AP-IN for all the planning 
and preparation work that goes in to managing the Public 
Boating program, and to the excellent staff of instructors: 
Lt/C Bill Wickham, AP, Lt Mike Curci, AP-IN, D/Lt/C Ron 
Swope, SN-IN, and R/C Harry Hebb, SN.  And a big pat 
on the back to all our members that posted flyers for the 
class, talked about it with friends and family, and to P/C 
Rod Powell, AP for the advertising!  Which leads me to the 
next class.  
Chuck has lined up June 12, 14, 19, and 21 for the next 
ABC class, and is in the process of scheduling them on 
a regular basis.  A new flyer for this next class has been 
drawn up, and sheet of ‘hand out cards’ created.  Harry 
will be posting links to these two documents on our web 
site, psps.me, and I’m asking all of our members to print a 
few and get them out on the bulletin boards.  Please make 
it a point to revisit where you put them last time, and post 
a fresh notice for the June class.
Ron Swope heads up the ‘on-the-water’ side of the Edu-
cation Department, referred to as BOC (Boat Operator 
Certification) and he and his team just competed a POTW 
seminar (Practical On The Water).  Completing the seminar 
were Mike Babineaux, , David and Melinda Blyth, Lyda and 
Michael Brand, Tom Kuklish, and Scott and Nancy Rath-
kamp.  Congratulations!  Ron is planning the next POTW 
for June 25th at the South West Branch Library with the on 
the water portion taking place on the 26th and 27th.   This 
seminar will be open to members of our squadron that 
have completed the ABC class.  To sign up or ask questions, 
contact Ron.  
Since we’re talking about Ron, let me brag on him a little.  
Ron brought me on as his assistant (ASEO) in 2016 and 
started teaching me the ropes.  When he passed to me 
the SEO last year he graciously agreed to stay on as my 
ASEO so that he had access to all the tools and systems 
he needed to continue my education as SEO.  He also 
agreed to take on the BOC program as Chairman of the 
Local Board (ChLBBOC).  Then on April 7th at our District 
15 meeting Ron was elected District SEO.  So now I have 
the distinct honor of calling Ron my mentor, assistant and 
boss!  The next time you see Ron, take a moment to shake 
his hand and say thank you for his many contributions to 
our squadron.   
I have one more thought to leave you with.  As you can 
see from above we are upping our game in the education 

arena.  That means we need to start training more Train-
ers.  If you have a background in education or would like to 
start one now, we need you.  I would like to have another 
Instructor Development class soon, at least by mid-Fall.  If 
this tickles your fancy please let me know and we’ll sign 
you up.
Until next month …

Motoring through shallow water grass beds and anchor-
ing in grass beds tears up the grass by the roots.  The 
scars can take years to re-populate.
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District 15 Meeting

Ron Swope, along with the rest of the new District 15 
Bridge, is sworn in as the District 15 Education Officer 
(from left) P/C/C Robert Baldridge, SN; D/C Joey Wheeler, 
AP; D/Lt/C Karen Gercak, AP; D/Lt/C Ron Swope, SN;  D/
Lt/C Don Ross, S;  D/Lt/C Maddalynn DeArmond, AP.

Cdr Todd Larson, AP (right) receives the Educational Fund Award.

Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, SN receives his certificate as a 
Senior Navigator.

Cdr Todd Larson, 
AP receives the 
Distinguished 
Communicator 
Award.

The new District 15 Bridge.
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April meeting at the Pensacola Yacht Club

Photos by Phyllis SwopeThese members completed the Practical on the Wa-
ter training.
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America's Boating Club® is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons® 

2018 Youth Poster Contest 
Sponsored by the National Membership Committee 

(New Contest Period:  Contest ends August 17, 2018) 

 The USPS Youth Poster Contest Awards promote youth appreciation and respect 
for recreational boating, and the message that safe boating is always fun boating.     

The Contest is open to children ages 6–14, which is divided into three age groups:   

1) Ages 6 – 8      2)  Ages 9 – 11     3) Ages 12 – 14 

Squadrons should conduct local contests and submit winning posters to their respective 
District for judging.  Posters submitted to the National Membership Committee for judging 
must be endorsed by each District Poster/Membership Chair as the point of contact. 

 

     

 

 

 

Rules 
 Each district may submit one poster in each age category. 
 Each entry must be submitted on poster board or heavy construction paper; size 15”x20” or 14”x22”  
 Entries must be judged at the district level to select winning entries for submission at the National 

contest level.   
 Squadron and District judging deadlines are a local decision.   
 Only District First-Place winners in each age category will be accepted for judging at the National 

level. 
 Posters may be sketched lightly with pencil, but the result must be in color suitable for photography. 
 Professional illustrations, photos, copyrighted or trademark material, purchased or computer 

generated are not allowed and will disqualify the entry. 
 Posters must not to be folded. 
 Posters will be judged on the Theme, message and artistic representation. 
 Only one entry per person is allowed.  All entries become the property of the United States Power 

Squadrons, which reserves the right to display and reproduce.   
 Contest entry forms must be complete, legible, and attached to the back of their poster.  

 Annual Contest entries must now be delivered to the Fall Governing Board Meeting.  This year’s meeting 
will be held in Minneapolis, MN.  Posters must be received by Friday, 17 August 2018, for judging.    

 First, Second and Third Place Winners will be announced for each age category during the Minneapolis 
Meeting.  Awards are underwritten by a grant from the OMC Foundation. 

 

The 2018 Poster Theme: 

“America’s Boating Club Saves Lives” 
Artwork should illustrate how safe boating through education, on the water skills, and 

proper use of equipment save lives. 
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