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Executive Officer 
The Float Plan 

How important 
is it? 

I n our “ABC” Boat-
ing Course we 

teach our students 
about Float Plans and 
explain that it is im-
portant for someone 
“who cares” to know 

where they are going and when they expect to 
return. I am not sure though that we stress 
enough, the importance of a written Float Plan. 
A written plan is a great way to keep those who 
care informed, with no misunderstandings, of 
when and where you are going, the route you are 
taking, how long you plan to stay and when you 
expect to return. 

A Float Plan also contains information that will 
aid in search and rescue operations such as a 
detailed description of the boat, names and ad-
dresses of crew and passengers aboard, survival 
equipment available, contact and other pertinent 
information. 

Here is a story of a clear case of he said, she 
heard that became extremely costly to the tax 
payers and I am sure nerve racking for the 
spouses. 

As reported in the “Coast Guard News”, a boat 
owner took some friends on a day trip to do 
some fishing off the California coast near Cata-

(Continued on page 3) 

 Commander 
Pensacola Sail 

and Power 
Squadron 

The Year in Re-
view and Look-
ing Forward 

T his past year was 
a great year for 

increasing the Squad-
rons presence in the 

local boating community. I challenge all mem-
bers and committees to continue the Squad-
rons presence with the following goals: 

1) Continue to improve Boating Education 
within the squadron and boating community 
to include both classroom and on the water 
training. This past year five members have 
qualified in the Boat Operator Certification 
“BOC” program. This now allows the 
Squadron to hold Practical on the Water 
Training and Boat Operator Qualifications. 
We need to continue to encourage growth in 
boating education to all members and the 
public and use these tools for recruiting new 
members. 

2) The Squadron Vessel Examiners completed 
45 Vessel Safety Checks this year. One of 
the main goals within USPS (America’s 
Boating Clubtm is VSC’s, I challenge each 
Vessel Examiner to complete at least 10 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Lazy Log 

T he Lazy Log is the official publication of 
the Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron, 

Inc. It is published monthly and details the ac-
tivities of the squadron. 

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a pri-
vate non-profit fraternal organization dedicated 
to “Safe Boating through Education.” We re-
strict membership to no one requesting only 
that members express an interest in sharing our 
charter and learning the principals and practice 

of safe boating through 
education. 

We hold regular busi-
ness meeting and social 
events during the calen-
dar year. Membership 
information may be ob-
tained by visiting our 
website at … www.psps.me … or by contacting 
either the Commander or Secretary. 

Safe Boating is no Accident; Come for the Boat-
ing Education … Stay for the Friendssm 

Officers and Staff 
Commander … Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net 
Executive Officer … Lt/C Bill Wickham, AP 
850.941.8813 … billwickham50@hotmail.com 
Educational Officer … Lt/C Scott Rathkamp, N 
850.776.9736 … seopsps@att.net 
Administrative Officer … Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 
850.432.0527 … drdave944@yahoo.com 
Secretary … Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Treasurer … Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 
Past Commander … P/C Barbara Merrick, P 
850.261.6444 … barbaramerrick16@att.net 

Executive Committee 
Lt Phyllis Swope, JN and Staff Photographer 
850.453.5303 … pswope55@att.net 
Lt Peggy Neely, AP 
405.627.4674 … pegneely@att.net 
Lt Mike Curci, AP 
850.607.2402 … mikecuci@gmail.com 

Birthdays this Month 
Ellsworth Sacks … 29 

Happy Birthday, E. J. 

Contact Us 

O ur website is available to assist you in an-
swering questions about us and what we 

stand for. The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it 
lists all the officers of the squadron, the most 
recent details of our meetings and rendezvous, 
a squadron calendar of events which we try to 
maintain as up-to-date as possible, a complete 
listing of our educational program, our Vessel 

Safety Check program and 
many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 
Please feel free to peruse 
our site whenever you 
wish. If you don’t find 
what you are looking for, 
send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We will make every 
effort to answer your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible. 
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VSC’s for calendar year 2018. I encourage 
any member who is not a Vessel Examiner to 
consider becoming one. Please contact our 
VSC Chairperson, Lt Mike Curci, AP-IN, and 
discuss the details of qualifying. Early 
February the Squadron will be conducting a 
VSC Seminar so please consider attending. 

3) This past year was a great year for growth, 
we have nine new members and one 
reinstatement. Now let’s get them active. 
Our target audience should continue to be in 
the 50+ year group as this group has 
become empty nesters and has the means 
and time for volunteering. Let’s build on the 
on-the-water activities for a recruiting tool. 

4) All members should now be aware of the 
marketing campaign the United States 
Power Squadron has implemented this past 
year, “America’s Boating Club”. We as a 
Squadron are onboard with this using USPS 
marketing tools and resources. 

5) A new tool to the Squadron this past year 
was social media. Dave Nicholson has been 
very instrumental in getting the squadron 
out in front of the public with Facebook 
proving successful with new memberships. 

6) Have fun, participate in squadron activities 
and enjoy the friendship offered by 
Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron 
membership, raft ups and rendezvous. To 
successfully accomplish our goals, we all 
need to participate and volunteer to take on 
projects that improve boating safety and 
education for our local boating public. 

Let’s make the coming year one of growth and 
renewed enthusiasm for PSPS membership! We 
are only as good as our accomplishments today, 
let’s have members and the public talking about 
how great we are tomorrow. 

Cdr Todd sends … thanks. 

(Continued from page 1) Commander 

lina Island. He allegedly told his wife they would 
be home late on Saturday night. When her hus-
band did not return as scheduled, she at-
tempted to contact him by cell phone, but to no 
avail. 

At 2251 she contacted Coast Guard Sector Los 
Angeles-Long Beach with concerns that her hus-
band and party had not returned to port as ex-
pected. The Coast Guard immediately launched a 
search for the boaters with two helicopters, 
one cutter, various smaller surface craft and 
radio broadcasts. 

 At 0800 the following morning one of the pas-
sengers aboard the fishing boat contacted the 
Coast Guard Command Center shocked to learn 
that the Coast Guard had been looking for them. 
He stated that they had moored for the night 
at Avalon Harbor with plans to return Sunday 
afternoon. None of the fisherman had checked 
their cell phones nor was anyone monitoring the 
VHF radio. A written Float Plan would have es-
tablished the exact plans of the fisherman and 
prevented any miscommunication. 

This case is a perfect illustration of how impor-
tant it is to have a written Float Plan prior to 
departure, and to effectively relay that plan to 
a responsible friend or family member left 
ashore. A simple miscommunication led to a large 
scale search and rescue effort involving numer-
ous agencies, personnel and assets that a writ-
ten float plan would have easily avoided. 

And finally, communicate with the person ashore 
if your plans change. If you are on a longer voy-
age, (and are able to), check in with them peri-
odically to let them know how you are doing. A 
simple phone call to the fisherman’s wife telling 
her that they were safely moored at Avalon 
Harbor for the night would have avoided an un-
necessary and massive search and rescue ef-
fort. Remember to contact the Float Plan holder 

(Continued from page 1) Executive Officer 

(Continued on page 4) 
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and cancel your plan upon your safe return. 

You can find Float Plans that you can modify for 
your own use on line at floatplancentral.org 
which is sponsored by the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Association and at boatingsafety.com which is 
sponsored by the Sea Tow Foundation for Boat-
ing Safety. 

Lt/C Bill sends … thanks. 

 

 

Photos from the D/15 Fall Con-
ference … by Phyllis 

(Continued from page 3) Administrative Officer 
Wrap Up 

I t is time to wrap 
up year 2017. Our 

goal this year was to 
have interesting speak-
ers at our general 
meetings, to encourage 
people to attend and to 
share Power Squadron 
fellowship with our 
members and guests. 

We have been encouraged by the response to 
having more general meetings at beach related 
locations. These have been fun, educational and 
enjoyable. 

We have increased 
our presence on pub-
lic media, such as 
Facebook and this 
has been facilitated 
by content from the 
local and national 
Power Squadron or-
ganization. We had a 
successful Change of 
Watch at a new loca-
tion this year. Now 
the busy Holliday 
season approaches. 
Commander Todd will 
have the squadron 
and guests over to 
his home on 12 December. See page seven of 
this issue for details. 

Lt/C Dave sends … thanks. 
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Educational Officer 
Making Waves 

A s boaters, we 
spend lots of time 

around waves. However, 
unless they are threat-
ening to sink our boat 
or bounce our jaw 
teeth out, we hardly 
ever take notice of 
them. Even when we 

enjoy an afternoon at the beach body surfing 
with the kids, do you ever wonder where that 
wave came from, and why it is big and breaking 
on the shore? Well 
let’s take a few 
minutes and dive 
into waves. This 
month we can look 
at some wave ba-
sics and then an-
swer that beach 
question – big and 
breaking. 

The waves we are 
familiar with (wind 
d r i v e n  w a t e r 
waves) are surface 
waves that trans-
fer energy from 
windy areas per-
haps many miles 
away to our shore-
line. They have 
some measurable 
characteristics we 
use to describe them. The distance that the 
surface moves up and down, from the trough 
(low) to the crest (high) is called the wave 
height. The distance the wave travels from 
crest to trough and back to the crest again is 
called the wavelength. Although a wave appears 

to be moving the water it is flowing through 
doesn’t move much. A floating object basically 
moves up and down as a wave passes under it. If 
you could look at the water itself underneath 
the wave, you would see it move in a circle as 
the wave passed over. The size of the circles on 
top are the same size as the wave height and 
get smaller as you go deeper beneath the wave. 

As a wave comes in to shallow water, a couple of 
things start to happen based on the depth of 
the water and the wavelength of the wave. 
When the water shallows to about half the 
wavelength the circles at the bottom of the 
wave start scraping the bottom and changing 
shape. What were nice circles start to get flat-
tened and leaning forward, “O -> 0”, and they 

start slowing down so that the circles above 
them move ahead. As it gets shallower the cir-
cles higher and higher start changing to ellipses 
leaning forward as the lower ellipses get 
scraped right off the bottom of the wave. The 

(Continued on page 6) 
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whole wave begins to slow down and the water 
behind it piles into it and the wave grows in 
height. 

As the water depth continues to get smaller, 
this shortening and piling up reaches a point of 
no return. When the height of the wave 
reaches about 80% of the depth of the water, 
the top of the ellipse extends beyond face of 
the wave, and it breaks. Until the wave actually 
breaks, the process is reversible. To see this in 
action, stand on a tall sand dune overlooking the 
Gulf on a late summer day when there is a shal-
low sand bar several hundred feet offshore. 
Beyond the sand bar the waves will be a foot or 
two tall and 50+ feet apart. As they approach 
the sand bar the waves build up to 3 or 4 feet 
and about 25 feet apart. Some waves may start 
to break as they pass over the bar. As the 
waves pass the bar they drop back to 2 or 3 
feet and get farther apart. Then as they ap-
proach the shore they build up again, the wave-
length shortens, and then they break on the 
beach. The breaking of the wave finally sends 
some water rushing up on the beach until grav-
ity wins, and it flows back down to the sea. The 
energy the wind put into building the wave miles 
away is the energy it expended rushing up the 
beach against gravity. 

Next month we can look at other kinds of 
waves; the difference between seas and swells, 
tsunamis and tidal bores, seiches and tides. 

OK, how about the squadron education team, 
what’s been happening? Our Piloting course is 
finishing up soon. On Monday we have a quick 
review and Q&A and then we hand out the take 
home finals. Then we take a well-earned break 
for the holidays and then some. We are planning 
to start Advanced Piloting in March and run 
through April. Last week we had our annual 
Change of Watch. In the Education Department 
we did a ‘job swap’. Ron has been the Squadron 
Educational Officer (SEO) for quite a while and 
managing all the traditional education programs, 
and also implementing USPS’s newest efforts, 
the Practical On The Water / Boat Operator 
Certification programs. This past year, I have 
been Ron’s understudy as the Assistant SEO. 
Going forward, I’ll be taking the SEO role with 
the traditional training, and Ron will be ASEO 
and continuing as the Chairman of BOC Training 
(ChLB/BOC). We are both looking forward to a 
great year with many educational opportunities. 

 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Contributing Editor 

W e continue with 
our exploration 

of costal New England, 
a place interesting to 
all sorts of boaters. 
Among the best attrac-
tions is the Whaling 
Museum in New Bed-
ford, Massachusetts. 
This is a museum com-
plex about whaling 

times, culture and whale biology. For two dec-
ades beginning in 1835, four-fifths of the 
world's whaling ships were American. New Bed-
ford, Massachusetts dominated American whal-
ing as Nantucket had done in the eighteenth 
century. 

The New Bedford Whaling Museum focuses on 
the history of the international whaling industry 
and the "Old Dartmouth" region consisting of 
the city of New Bedford and other nearby 
towns of on the south coast of Massachusetts. 

Picture next page … 

The museum began at the urgings of Ellis L. 
Howland, a news reporter for the Evening Stan-
dard, who promoted the establishment of a his-
torical society and a museum. On January 7, 
1903, he wrote “I believe that the need of a 
historical society arose not recently but genera-
tions ago when the history of New Bedford and 
vicinity commenced.” The Old Dartmouth His-
torical Society now supervises it and its collec-
tions of 750,000 items, including 3,000 pieces 
of scrimshaw. 

The museum's complex consists of several 
buildings housing 20 exhibit galleries and occu-
pying an entire city block within the New Bed-
ford Whaling National Historical Park. We spent 
all day in the main museum, so we have plenty of 
reason to return to town, besides the excellent 
seafood. 

The museums also houses collections of fine art, 
including works by major American artists who 
lived or worked in the New Bedford area, as well 
as a beautiful collection of locally produced 
decorative art, glassware, and furniture associ-
ated with the rise of New Bedford as a whaling 
port in the 19th century. Being a very prosper-
ous city in its day, many beautiful pieces were 
produced or imported. 

What I most enjoyed were the whale skeletons, 
the museum of ropes and knots and the whaling 
tools and boats. The largest collection of origi-
nal scrimshaw in the world, rotates through the 
museum. Original scrimshaw is defined as whale, 
walrus tusks or bone material carved by actual 
seamen in their spare time. 

The museum's Bourne Building houses the 
Lagoda, a half-scale model of a whaling ship that 
was commissioned in 1916 and is the world's 
largest model whaling ship. Like a ship in a bot-
tle, it had to be built inside the museum and it 
fills a good portion of a large room. 

The original Lagoda was a merchant ship built in 
1826 in the Wanton Shipyard on the North 
River in Massachusetts. Originally intended to 
be named "Ladoga" after Lake Ladoga in Russia, 
the letters "d" and "g" were accidentally 
swapped. A superstition, which proved in this 
case to be true, prohibited changing the name 
of a ship. Correcting the name would surely 
bring bad luck. Later she was converted into a 
whaler. 

The Lagoda was one of the few ships to escape 
the Whaling Disaster of 1871, an incident in 
which 40 ships whaling in the Arctic late in the 
season were surrounded by ice. Thirty-three of 
the ships were trapped or crushed, but the 
Lagoda was one of seven ships that escaped, and 
it carried 195 survivors to safety in Honolulu. It 
was sold in 1886. The ship had generated a 
profit of about $652,000 (equivalent to 
$17,379,000 in 2016.) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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In 1906, the New Bedford Whaling Museum was 
opened. It gradually enlarged and became pro-
gressively more famous. Much of this fame was 
stimulated early in the 20th Century by public 
interest in whales and whaling by the recogni-
tion that the book, Moby Dick, was an American 
masterpiece and by the production of several 
popular movies. To put this interest in whales 

into perspective, note that each time a whale is 
beached, especially if multiple whales are in-
volved, it becomes national news. If you beached 
your boat or even drowned at the beach, it 
would probably be on the back page, if men-
tioned at all. 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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The first film came in 1922. Down to the Sea in 
Ships, was filmed in New Bedford and featured 
many New Bedford locals dressed up in their 
grandparents' clothing as extras. A Hollywood 
remake was done in 1949. In 1953, the whaling 
film, All the Brothers Were Valiant, premiered 
in New Bedford. 

Most famous and influential was Moby Dick, in 
1956 which remained relatively faithful to the 
plot of the book and was much more easily di-
gested. Across the street from the museum is 
the Seamen's Bethel chapel de-
scribed in the book and movie as 
the Whaleman’s Chapel. The Sea-
men's Bethel was constructed for 
the many sailors who called New 
Bedford their home port. The 
names of New Bedford whalers 
killed, and later all area fisher-
men, are noted on the walls. Also 
noted is the pew that author Her-
man Melville sat in when he vis-
ited in 1840. While writing the 
book and appearing in movie, the 
pulpit was in the form of a ship’s 
prow, but in reality, it was an or-
dinary pulpit. Many years later 
people became so outraged at the 
discrepancy when they visited the church that 
the pulpit was reconstructed to conform to 
their expectations and now looks like it did in 
the movie. 

Perhaps the most unique feature of the museum 
is the presence of five full skeletons of real 
whales. There is a blue whale, a humpback whale, 
a sperm whale, and a pregnant mother and fetus 
North Atlantic right whale. All the specimens 
came from animals that either died accidentally 
or by undetermined circumstances, and were not 
killed because of whaling. The first skeleton to 
be acquired was a 37-foot three-year-old male 
humpback whale named Quasimodo, which died 
in 1932. The blue whale is a 66-foot juvenile 

male. The sperm whale is a 48-foot, 30-year-old 
male. The right whales include a 49-foot, 15-
year-old female named Reyna that was ten 
months pregnant and her fetus. 

Of interest are the means used to prepare the 
skeletons. All but one was prepared by burying 
the whales with manure. After a while all that is 
left is a clean white skeleton. The blue whale 
was prepared by letting it sit in sea water for a 
long while. After removal the, fat inside the 
bones is still present. The skeleton is suspended 
high over head in the main room. From time to 
time a drop of fat will fall onto the floor. It is 

an excellent lubricating oil and also makes a 
great hair tonic. Remember that if you are lucky 
enough to be there when a drop falls. This is the 
only legal whale product you can get in the 
United States or most of the world.  

In the next room there is a large sperm whale 
and a small whaling boat used to harpoon the 
whale and land it. Out of these whales numerous 
products were made. One of the only permissi-
ble uses in the United States for whale oil to-
day is to lubricate the Hubble Telescope. Noth-
ing has been found to be better for this pur-
pose. 

Lt/C Dave sends … thanks. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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Past Commander 
Cajun Shrimp 

Dip 

4 tbl unsalted butter 
1 large bell pepper, 
seeded and diced 
( I use orange bell pep-
per) 
2 stalks celery diced 
small 

6 green onions, diced small 
1 clove garlic, minced 
1 1/2 tsp Cajun seasoning 
1 1/2 pounds large shrimp cooked and chopped 
8 oz cream cheese 
1/2 cup Parmesan cheese 

Toasted baguettes sliced 
 
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Melt butter in 
large skillet over medium-high heat. Add pepper, 
and celery cook to soften; about 6 minuets. 

Stir in green onions, garlic, and Cajun seasoning 
and cook one more minute. Turn heat to low and 
add cream cheese and Parmesan cheese cook 
over low heat until cheese is melted and all in-
gredients are evenly blended. Put into baking 
duh and bake 25 minutes or until top is golden 
brown and bubbling. 

Serve warm with toasted baguette slices. 

 

 

12 Things to always remember: 

1. The past cannot be changed 
2. Opinions define you 
3. Everyone’s journey is different 
4. Things always get better with time 
5. Judgments are confession of character 

6. Over thinking will lead to sadness 
7. Happiness is found within 
8. Positive thoughts create positive things 
9. Smiles are contagious 
10. Kindness is free 
11. You only fail if you quit 
12. What goes around, comes around 

Life Learned Feelings 

If a friendship last longer than seven years., 
then you are no longer JUST FRIENDS,  
You are Family 

P/C Barbara sends … thanks. 

Astronomy Note 
The moon is full on December 3th, at last quar-
ter on the 10th; new on the 18th and at first 
quarter on the 26th. 
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Secretary 
Love affair with 

a saros 

S aros 136 is re-
sponsible for 

long, history-making 
totalities, and it’s ap-
proaching the United 
States. 

The great eclipse is 
over. Millions are 

probably hooked. The word saros, which may 
have previously sounded like a Middle Eastern 
snack, is now a familiar 
term. It’s the time pe-
riod, usually 18 years, 
111/3 days, separating a 
repeat of the same 
eclipse conditions, such as 
type, time of year, and 
duration; each has its own 
three-digit number. 

At parties, eclipse fanat-
ics like to name-drop par-
ticular saroses. Let me 
join that chorus to sing a 
love song for one extraor-
dinary saros that keeps 
doing amazing things. 

We’ll begin with the fa-
mous totality of May 29, 1919, sometimes called 
the Einstein or Eddington eclipse. It confirmed 
general relativity theory. You know the story. 
Einstein said massive objects can warp space. 
British physicist Arthur Eddington realized this 
could be confirmed by observing stars near the 
Sun during a total eclipse. The upcoming 1919 
event was suitable: The Sun would be in Taurus, 
embedded in the famous Hyades star cluster. 

Beloved by backyard astronomers, the Hyades is 
best seen not when the Sun is near it, but now, 

this very month. At 150 light-years away, it’s 
the nearest star cluster, conspicuously sur-
rounding the famous bright-orange luminary Al-
debaran. The stars form a V shape, and just for 
extra fun, the V points precisely to the little 
star Lambda (λ) Tauri, which intriguingly loses 
half its light every four days. This Algol-like 
eclipsing binary is easy to track by comparing its 
brightness to Gamma (γ) Tauri, the star at the 
V’s point. You know Lambda is in eclipse if it’s 
dimmer than Gamma. Easy as can be. And the 
Pleiades, over twice as distant, hovers to the 
right of the Hyades. Taurus is a lot of fun. 

What you may not have known is that same 
eclipse, one of the century’s longest at 6 min-

utes, 51 seconds, was a 
member of Saros 136. If 
that number rings a bell, 
you’re a genuine eclipse 
fanatic. This is the only 
saros that delivers truly 
long totalities in the 19th, 
20th, and 21st centuries. 
Moreover, Saros 136’s 
eclipses are shifting 
northward over time, and 
their paths conveniently 
cross the mid-northern 
countries where most of 
us live. 

That 1/3 day business 
means each successive 
eclipse in the same saros 

happens 120° of longitude west of the previous 
one. So you need three eclipses for the world to 
have rotated a full turn to bring the event back 
to the starting region. Three saroses roughly 
equals 54 years and 1 month, a period called the 
exeligmos. It’s the lion’s share of an average 
human life span. 

Reprinted with permission of Bob Berman, As-
tronomy Magazine. Why not read a copy of Bob’s 
Book, “Zoom., How Everything Moves” It’s a 
great read. 



Lazy Log ~  December 2017  

= 13 = 



Lazy Log ~  December 2017  

= 14 = 

End of an era? 
Not really! 

As an avid reader of the Lazy Log as I know you 
are, you have come to know the familiar format 
and fonts and the layout and all the rest. As the 
editor of some 10 to 12 years this time, I have 
come to love doing the Lazy Log and seeing us 
win the award each year. I also hope you have 
come to enjoy reading the journal of our squad-
ron with all of its activities published on a 
monthly basis. 

Such is not the case with many of the other 
squadrons in the USPS. Some only publish every 
other month, even quarterly and some not even 
one ever year. Ours survives with monthly up-
dates from each of the bridge members regu-
larly supplemented by articles of great interest 
from Contributing Editors who spend a great 
deal of time and interest in producing articles 
of note. 

Sorry friends, but the award for our newsletter 
goes not to me, the editor, but to those who 
spend the time and make the effort to contrib-
ute to this worthwhile adventure. I just compile 
it and then publish it to everyone. To each and 
every contributor, I sincerely thank you for all 
of your award winning efforts over the last dec-
ade or so. Please don’t stop making the neces-
sary effort to continue submitting articles to 
make this publication as good as it is. 

And now to the meat of this article. As you may 
already know, I have assumed additional respon-
sibilities for our National organization. They are 
taking time that I normally have for doing much 
of the work I produce for the squadron. I will 

not be able to continue in this vain unless some-
thing gives. I spend a good eight to ten hours a 
month doing the Lazy Log and much more on the 
other squadron responsibilities I have assumed 
over the years. After having been asked if she 
could get involved three times, I have decided 
to let new member Becky Babineaux assume the 
responsibility for the newsletter. It was a tough 
decision for me as I really like being the editor 
but there are just some things I am going to 
have to let go of if I am to be successful at Na-
tional. I have offered her the option of com-
pletely reengineering a new publication or just 
copying the format of the existing one. Either 
way, I am excited to see what paradigm shift 
she can engineer for this award winning publica-
tion. OH, don’t worry, I will be here to help out 
if necessary, but it is time, as much as I hate 
admitting it, for someone new to show us some-
thing new. Thanks Becky for taking an interest 
in the Pensacola squadron and getting involved. 
You have my full support and the support of the 
entire bridge in this effort. 

As well, I will have to continue to turn over 
many of my other secretarial duties during the 
next year or so. I have several small jobs that 
you can help do. Why not contribute some of 
your time to continue to make the Pensacola 
Squadron a first rate organization by donating a 
few hours a month to it? Is there any excuse 
for not doing just a little so a few won’t have to 
do a lot? 

I hope not. 

See you at the Christmas party. 

The Secretary sends … 
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