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Lazy Log 
September 2017  

The official publication of the Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron, a unit 
of the United States Power Squadrons@ and a member of District 15. 

Executive Officer 
What’s Your 

Line? 

W hat is the dif-
ference be-

tween a rope and a 
line? Rope is the cord-
age that you buy at 
the store. There are 
many different kinds 
of rope like the tradi-

tional Nylon, polyester, Polypropylene and some 
new Hi-Tech ropes like spyderline, Stay-Set and 
Stay-set X. The specific characteristics of each 
type of rope dictate the application. Nylon is 
strong, stretches and does not rot. Polypropyl-
ene has less strength, is low stretch, but its 
most useful characteristic is that it floats. This 
is the reason Polypropylene is used for ski and 
tube towing lines. Polyester has more strength 
and is low stretch which makes it a good choice 
for sailboat running rigging. The newer Hi-Tech 
ropes, which are used mostly on Performance 
Sailboats, are smaller in diameter, high strength 
and low stretch. 

Once you have decided on the type of rope you 
need, the next consideration is the size and 
type of construction. Line size is the outside 
diameter. Breaking strength versus working 
strength (working strength is usually considered 
about 20% of breaking strength). 

Three Strand is comprised of yarns (made of 

(Continued on page 3) 

 Commander 
July’s Scuttle-

butt 

S cuttlebutt heard 
a r o u n d  t h e 

squadron is that the 
recent rendezvous at 
Blue Angel Recreation 
was a big success. The 
waterfront pavilion 
with a pristine view 

provided members the opportunity to come by 
water and plenty of parking if coming by land.  

See some photographs on page 3 ... 

The rendezvous started off with a short infor-
mal pledging in ceremony and welcoming for new 
members James (Earl) and Kathleen Savage. 
Next, after explaining the day’s activities of 
competition knot tying, nautical trivia and heav-
ing line throw, orders were given for all hands to 
have fun. Before the games began everyone en-
joyed a great meal with members bringing a va-
riety of delicious dishes which seem to be 
squadron protocol. Needless to say plenty of 
cold beverages were available as well. 

Membership participation was the key to suc-
cess as with all squadron activities. The venue 
worked well and now most are familiar with the 
location and amenities so let’s keep this ball roll-
ing making next time even bigger and better. 
Again, don’t forget what a great tool this can be 
for recruiting and bringing a guest or two, adds 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Lazy Log 
The Lazy Log is the official publication of the 
Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is 
published monthly and details the activities of 
the squadron. 

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a pri-
vate non-profit fraternal organization dedicated 
to “Safe Boating through Education.” We re-
strict membership to no one requesting only 
that members express an interest in sharing our 
charter and learning the principals and practice 

of safe boating through 
education. 

We hold regular busi-
ness meeting and social 
events during the calen-
dar year. Membership 
information may be ob-
tained by visiting our 
website at … www.usps-psps.org … or by con-
tacting either the Commander or Secretary. 

Safe Boating is no Accident; Come for the Boat-
ing Education … Stay for the Friendssm 

Officers and Staff 
Commander … Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net 
Executive Officer … Lt/C Bill Wickham, AP 
850.941.8813 … billwickham50@hotmail.com 
Educational Officer … Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 
850.453.5303 … seopsps@att.net 
Administrative Officer … Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 
850.432.0527 … drdave944@yahoo.com 
Secretary … Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN-IN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Treasurer … Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN-IN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Past Commander … P/C Barbara Merrick, P 
850.261.6444 … barbaramerrick16@att.net 

Executive Committee 
Lt Phyllis Swope, JN and Staff Photographer 
850.453.5303 … pswope55@att.net 
Lt Peggy Neely, AP 
405.627.4674 … pegneely@att.net 
Lt Mike Curci, AP 
850.607.2402 … mikecuci@gmail.com 

Birthdays this Month 
Claudia Wickham … 16 

Robert Wilkerson … 13 

Contact Us 
Our website is available to assist you in answer-
ing questions about us and what we stand for. 
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists all the 
officers of the squadron, the most recent de-
tails of our meetings and rendezvous, a squadron 
calendar of events which we try to maintain as 
up-to-date as possible, a complete listing of our 
educational program, our Vessel Safety Check 

program and many of the 
other activities we are in-
volved in. Please feel free 
to peruse our site when-
ever you wish. If you don’t 
find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one 
of our officers or staff 
members. We will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a manner as possible. 
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to the fun. 

To those members who were unable to attend 
we missed you; sorry you missed a great oppor-
tunity of good food, great fun and warm fellow-
ship. 

Cdr Todd sends … thanks. 

(Continued from page 1) Commander 

fibers) woven together to make a strand. Three 
strands are twisted, or laid, clockwise in a right 
hand lay with the fibers twisted to the left. 
Single Braid is stranded line covered by a 
braided cover and Double Braid is a braided 
core inside a braided cover. 
When you take that rope aboard your boat and 
give it a purpose it becomes a line, and depend-
ing on the intended use of that line, it can have 
many other names. We have mooring lines, 
spring lines (collectively called dock lines) and 
tow lines. On a sailboat most of the lines do not 
have line included in their names. Halyards raise 
the sails and sheets control the sails. The line 
that secures the clew of a sail to the end of the 
boom is an outhaul. 
But you can find ropes aboard a boat. The “Bell 
Rope” rings the bell; the “Bolt Rope” is sewn to 
the edge of a sail to give it extra strength; the 
“Foot Rope” was used on the old square riggers 
for the crew to stand on when reefing or furling 
the sails; the “Tiller Rope” to temporarily hold 
the tiller to keep the boat on course; and finally 
the “Throw Rope” to throw to someone who has 
gone overboard. 

Lt/C Bill sends … many thanks. 

(Continued from page 1) Executive Officer 
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Educational Report 

L ast month I 
shared with you 

two nautical words we 
don’t often hear in day 
to day conversation, 
but definitely have a 
visible effect on our 
marine environment – 
flotsam and jetsam. 
That was a cute little 
exercise in etymology 

(where words come from), but, so what? Let’s 
look at a real world example and the environ-
mental impact we are facing today. Our example 
starts with the saga 
of Moby Duck the 
Friendly Floatee. In 
January 1992 a ship-
ping crate containing 
28,000 plastic bath toys was lost overboard 
halfway between Hong Kong and the United 
States. No one could have guessed at the time 
how much these little plastic duckies would tell 
us about our world ocean currents. As these lit-
tle fellows started washing up on beaches in Ha-

waii, Alaska, South America, Australia, and the 
Pacific Northwest a popular following of ‘duckie 
sighting reporters’ popped up. Among them was 
Donovan Hohn who later wrote a book (Moby 
Duck, Viking/Penguin Group, 2011), and Curtis 
Ebbesmeyer, an Oceanographer. 

Curtis set up a website for people to send him 
pictures of Friendly Floatees from around the 
world and then used this information to track 
their progress. By November ’92, most of the 
duckies have escaped their soggy cardboard 
packages, picked up in the North Pacific Gyre 
(big circular counter clockwise ocean current), 
and begin showing up on Alaskan shores. In early 
1995 they have made the full circle and start 
showing up in Hawaii. NOAA calculates their 

speed and announces 
that they are good 
little downwind sail-
ors, they are running 
about 50% faster 

than the ocean currents. As they pass by 
Alaska, some of them drift through the Bering 
Strait and into the Arctic Sea. Locked up in sea 
ice they drift eastward one mile per day, past 
Greenland and into the North Atlantic. In the 
winter of 2000-2001 the duckies are reported 
in the waters off Maine and Massachusetts. By 

(Continued on page 5) 

That’s a load of garbage …That’s a load of garbage …That’s a load of garbage …   
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2003 some duckies hitch a ride on the Gulf 
Stream headed toward England and end up on a 
beach in Scotland – about 10+ years and 17,000 
miles later. 

So, why is this important to us today? A recent 
survey estimates that there are still over 2,000 
duckies floating in the North Pacific Gyre. We 
now know you can’t kill a plastic duckie by toss-
ing him overboard. In fact, you can’t get rid of 
anything plastic by tossing it overboard! And it’s 
not just overboard – a 2015 study estimated 
that eight million metric tons of plastic enter 
the ocean from runoff within 30 miles of a 
coastline each year. The North Pacific Gyre has 
become the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, and it 
is predominately plastics, and it’s killing birds, 
fish, turtles, and whales. We teach in the Amer-
ica’s Boating Class the law concerning discharge 
of material at sea (Annex 5 of MARPOL). 
What’s the rule for discharging plastics? Never! 
On that note, let’s segue over to PSPS Educa-
tion. 

Last week we wrapped up the Marine Communi-
cations class with our final exam. Eleven of us 
are now waiting to hear from Raleigh, NC, did we 
pass? A special word of thanks goes out to Lt/C 
Harry Hebb, SN-IN. On short notice Harry 
stepped up to teach this class, and then as a 

student take the final with us! He did a great 
job, loud and clear, 5 by 5, 2 thumbs up. Thank 
you Harry. And a big thanks to Lt/C Dave 
Nicholson, AP, for administering the exam. 

At the end of the month we start our next 
class, Piloting. We have 11 folks signed up and 
the subject interest level is high. I am looking 
forward to co-teaching this class with Lt Mike 
Curci, AP-IN. As I mentioned last month, take a 
look at https://www.usps.org/index.php/boating
-courses and if you see something you would like 
to know more about let me know. 

 

(Continued from page 4) 



Lazy Log–September 2017  

= 6 = 

Administrative Officer 

S ummer will soon 
be over and The 

Pensacola Sail and 
Power Squadron will 
resume its regularly 
scheduled monthly gen-
eral meetings. We had 
several successful 
Summer rendezvous. 
On Tuesday, Septem-
ber 12, 2017, the 

squadron’s general meeting will be held at the 
Pensacola Yacht Club. There will be the usual 
social time at 1730 followed by the general 
meeting around 1800. The meal will be ordered 
from the club’s menu. 

The speaker at the September meeting will be 
Jim Green who lives and works in Orange Beach, 
Alabame. Jim is very experienced in the marine 
industry and is a boating enthusiast who has 
sold numerous yachts and other boats. He also 
owns and operates, Gulfstream Marine Services. 
I bought my boat, The Starbuck, my 45 ft. Cabo 
fishing boat, from Jim almost 20 years ago. He 
and his crew have cared 
for it since then. 

When you maintain a boat, 
there is an incredible 
learning curve which never 
ends. Having taken care of 
numerous boats, Jim had 
accumulated a vast amount 
of practical experience and 
knowledge concerning boat 
care and repair, how to 
upgrade boats, best prac-
tices, safety, marine sales, 
and trends. He has offered to give a presenta-
tion to us, but is mainly here to serve as a re-
source for Power Squadron members who have 
any questions to ask about boating equipment, 
maintenance, equipping buying and selling boats, 

things to do and not do with your boat and any 
other boating subjects. 

Park at the Pensacola Yacht Club in the first 
parking lot on the back side of the building and 
enter the 1st floor of the Club House at 1897 
Cypress Street, Pensacola, Florida, 32502. 

We continue working on increasing Pensacola 
Power Squadron’s public presence including 
Facebook. One issue which has been addressed 
is the fact that there will now be two ways to 
get the Lazy Log on Facebook. From now on 
when the Lazy Log is published I will put both of 
those ways on the Facebook page-- “Pensacola 
Power Squadron “On your laptop, or if you have 
an android phone, tablet, a Kindle you can read 
the lazy Log the easy way. 1) On your Facebook 
page go to “Pensacola Power Squadron”, 2) Click 
- llog.psps.me and read the file that opens. If 
you have an iPhone or iPad from Apple this will 
only get you the first page of the Lazy Log. To 
read the whole newsletter on the Power Squad-
ron Facebook page click the alternate link - 
psps.me. This will take you to the entire Pensa-
cola Sail and Power Squadron website. Go to 
newsletters and click the last one on the list. 
For this month, it will be September. This is 

just like you used to do before Facebook.  

Above … Members of the Marine Communica-
tions Class taking their examination. 

Lt/C Dave sends … thanks. 
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Contributing Editor 
The Importance 

of Batteries 

I f you are a long-
t i m e  b o a t e r 

chances are that ma-
rine batteries and their 
maintenance is often on 
your mind. If not, you 
will often have to can-
cel your boat trip be-
fore it begins. Worse, 

even if you get out on the water, your battery 
may fail at any time. This usually happens when 
you try to restart your engine. Then you may not 
be able to get home without aid. 

The following will not be a complete premier on 
batteries and battery charger maintenance. 
These are the observations of a long-time 
boater. They apply to boats I have owned. 

The first boat I got had a used two cycle engine 
and one battery. There was no battery switch. 

There was weak starting power. Soon the motor 
conked out and my boat drifted on to some 
rocks. My engine would not start. A nice man 
towed me back. I had to visit the Prop Shop to 
repair my ruined propeller, where I also bought 
a dog, Jake, for $10, but that is another story.  

Lessons learned: 

1) When your boat conks out anchor immedi-
ately, using your non-Coast Guard required 
anchor (which should be required). 

2) When you store your boat for any length of 
time disconnect one pole of the battery or 
better yet get a battery switch to disconnect 
your battery when you are not using the boat. 
This keeps your battery from running down.  

3) Better yet have two batteries with a three-
way switch. This comes in handy if you go out 
at night. Then you will need anchor lights 
which will run down a battery overnight. With 
a three way switch you have a fresh battery 
for starting up the next morning. 

Which marine engines start the easiest? Old 
two cycle engines were often balky and would 
flood and would run down your battery. You 
could always try to start it with a rope. Now we 
have four cycle engines which start much easier. 
Diesel engines start with one or two cranks 
unless you have air in the fuel system. They do 
require large powerful cranking batteries which 
must be kept in good condition. 

Ideally you will check battery water level and 
connections monthly. Never do this without eye 
protection and always turn off any battery 
charger. You will clean lead to lead connection 
and keep the contacts clean. I put Vaseline over 
the lead contacts to inhibit corrosion. Always 
keep the batteries fully charged and don’t use 
partially charged batteries or your battery life 
will be shortened. 

I don’t know why marine batteries use so much 
water. In your car, you can practically forget 

(Continued on page 8) 
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the batteries. You can always get one more 
crank out of your car batteries, the day before 
they die. This is not true of marine batteries. I 
replace mine every three years regardless of 
their performance. I don’t want to be 85 miles 
from shore and not be able to crank my engines. 

What if they won’t crank? One thing that has 
saved me is to immediately inspect and clean the 
contacts. This has worked, especially for the 
cranking batteries. 

The Maintenance of Batteries 

Other than keeping the contacts clean and the 
battery well charged, the main thing to do is 
keep the water levels up. You must use distilled 
water. Always turn your battery charger off to 
prevent boil over's, explosions and sulfuric acid 
burns. Wear glasses or eye protectors. Don’t 
get near a hot battery. Keep face away from 
battery when adding water. You must regularly 
open the top of the cell and inspect it. You must 
fill the cell up, but not overflow. I fill the cells 
up to a point where your water almost touches 
the bottom part of the inspection port. You do 
not want to have dry battery plates. If you do 
you have waited too long to inspect the battery. 
It may be fine if the plates are still moist, but 
it may soon short out ruin your battery. Even 
worse things can happen. As a battery ages, 
leaving the top of the lead plates exposed to 
the air inside the battery case can lead to war-
page of the plates. 

When you start your engine, the heavy demand 
for power can cause these already warped 
plates to flex, touch and thus spark. This could 
ignite any escaped hydrogen gas in your bilge or 
battery box or even worse any fuel vapors in 
your bilge. 

In one study of 7,051 car battery mishaps 
thirty-one percent of injuries caused by auto 
batteries occur during the use of battery 
chargers, 26% from handling battery cables, 

19% from jump-starting dead batteries and 19% 
from checking or adding battery fluid. 

http://articles.latimes.com/1999/aug/26/news/
hw-3902 

And even if you aren't standing nearby and thus 
avoid injury, battery acid can severely damage 
the engine compartment, eating away wires and 
hoses as well as damaging paint. 

When you check your batteries is best to look 
at all the cells. In my boat, there are five 12-
volt batteries. One charges the generator 
starter motor. There are two house batteries 
connected in parallel and two cranking batteries 
connected in series. I have observed that the 
small generator battery, uses more water than I 
would expect. The house batteries use much 
more water than the cranking batteries. 

The cells near the cables use more water than 
the others and the positive pole uses more than 
the negative pole. This is unfortunate since the 
cables run over and partially occlude the bat-
tery cell caps, so I must loosen or remove the 
cables to inspect them. At times, I have had to 
put in a gallon of water. 

I have experimented with several filling meth-

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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ods, and pouring the distilled water into a small 
flexible plastic cup and shining a flashlight in 
the hole works best. 

Boat batteries are usually placed in a dark, 
cramped, hard to access areas. They will not 
treat you kindly if you neglect them. 

Lt/C Dave sends … thanks. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Astronomy Note 
The moon is full on September 6th, at last quar-
ter on the 13th; new on the 20th and at first 
quarter on the 27th. 

Secretary 
Greetings all 

As you may know, I am 
headed to Dallas, 
Texas, this month to 
attend the Fall 2017 
Governing Board of the 
USPS to represent you 
and the National Sec-
retary’s Department. I 
will miss the Septem-

ber dinner at PYC but will catch you next time. 
There are several interesting items on the 
agenda for vote. 

One is to make optional the District Council. The 
District Council is currently required and is gen-
erally held to prepare and forward reports and 
the like to the Conference. It is similar to an 
Executive Committee (ExCom) for the squadron 
only for the District. Often, there is little busi-
ness and generally one report that is actually 
required. The new national bylaw if approved will 
make the District Council optional. All business 
normally decided at council will then be done at 
conference thus saving time and travel for its 
members. 

Another item is proposed to reallocate the num-
ber of delegates required for a quorum at a na-
tional Governing Board. Given that membership 
is down this might help prevent not having a 
quorum at a national meeting, a good idea. 

Another is the proposed bylaw change allowing 
another District, in this case District 50. Cur-
rently there are 32 Districts. We are in D/15. 
D/50 will be a catch all for those squadrons 
that lose their district due to dissolution and 
the like. There will be three district officers. 
This might prove interesting because I am Com-
mander of the two Cyber squadrons who be as-
signed to D/15. I will report upon my return. 

Lt/C Harry sends ... 



Lazy Log–September 2017  

= 10 = 

Past Commander 
Slow Cooker 

No-knead 
Bread 

Three cups all-purpose 
flour, plus some extra 
1/2 tsp quick rising 
yeast 
1 1/4 tsp salt 
1 1/2 cup very warm 

water 
In large bowl, combine flour, yeast, and salt. 
Pour in very warm water and combine well using 
a spatula. You can use cold water but it will take 
longer and the dough will be sticky. 

Cover with a plastic wrap and leave at room 
tempter for three hours or until dough has 
risen. It will have bubbles and still look a little 
soft and wet. 

Place the dough on a well 
floured surface. Use spatulas 
to loosen from bowl, as it will 
be very sticky. Sprinkle a little 
more flour on top, just enough 
to keep it from sticking to your 
fingers. Give the dough a few 
folds to form a ball. 

Place dough formed ball onto a 
piece of parchment paper. Do 
Not Use Plastic Wrap. Lift the 
parchment paper and dough and 
place in a four quart slow 
cooker. A taller slow cooker will result in a taller 
loaf because breads do not rise in the same way 
as they would in the oven. 

Cover and cook on high for two to three hours 
or until internal temperature reads 190 to 200 
degrees. Check the temperature after 90 min-
utes. You will soon learn how long it takes your 
cooker to bake a perfect loaf. 

Slow Cooker bread makes a softer crust outer 
layer. To brown loaf stick under broiler for a 
few minutes. Remove when browned to your lik-
ing. 

Enjoy … 

Five Ethics of Life: 

1)  Listen before you speak 

2)  Earn before you spend 

3)  Think before you write 

4)  Try before you quit 

5)  Live before you die 

P/C Barbara sends … Thanks. 
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Hey everyone who took and forwarded photographs, many thanks. 



 

 


