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The official publication of the Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron, a unit 
of the United States Power Squadrons@ and a member of District 15. 

Executive Officer 
OLD NAVIGA-
TION CHARTS = 

DANGER 

S killed boaters 
know that old 

charts can become 
dangerously out of 
date and inaccurate. 
Unfortunately, many 
of those same boaters 

feel perfectly secure with their GPS’s elec-
tronic charts, believing its data will never age. 
Even a newly purchased GPS unit may contain a 
chip that is already obsolete. You also need to 
recognize that the printed chart you just pur-
chased may have been on the shelf for quite a 
while not to mention how long it sat on your boat 
before you used it. 
To address this problem, the United States 
Power Squadrons® has joined with government 
and leading companies in forming the Alliance 
for Safe Navigation. This Alliance is co-
sponsored by the National Oceanographic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) of the US 
Department of Commerce, Jeppesen Marine, 
OceanGrafix, BoatUS, and SeaTow. Its goal is 
to make boaters aware of unsafe navigation 
tools and practices. 
Bob Sweet, a former National Education Offi-
cer of USPS, remarked: “Ask a recreation 
boater the date on his or her charts- Typically 
their chart information is three to five years 

(Continued on page 3) 

 Commander 
New Florida 

State Laws that 
took effect 1 

July 2017 

In  July of every 
year there 

are changes in Florida 
Statutes. This year two 
new laws affect us as 
boaters. 

HB 711 – expands a registration fee discount 
for boaters to purchase certain locator beacons. 
The discount was created last year in reaction 
to the disappearance of Austin Stephanos and 
Perry Cohen, two 14-year-olds from Tequesta, 
Florida, who went missing in July 2015 after 
steering a 19-foot boat out of the Jupiter Inlet 
into the Atlantic Ocean.  

EPIRBs, Emergency Position Indicating Radio 
Beacons and/or PLBs, Personal Locator Beacons, 
are emergency devices to alert rescuers to an 
emergency situation. Every boater should con-
sider carrying one of these devices onboard de-
pending on their boating area of operations.  

HB 7043 – Allows the owners of private sub-
merged lands adjacent to Outstanding Florida 
Waters or an aquatic preserve to ask the Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission to estab-
lish boating restricted areas solely to protect 
any sea grass and contiguous sea grass habitat 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Lazy Log 
The Lazy Log is the official publication of the 
Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is 
published monthly and details the activities of 
the squadron. 

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a pri-
vate non-profit fraternal organization dedicated 
to “Safe Boating through Education.” We re-
strict membership to no one requesting only 
that members express an interest in sharing our 
charter and learning the principals and practice 

of safe boating through 
education. 

We hold regular busi-
ness meeting and social 
events during the calen-
dar year. Membership 
information may be ob-
tained by visiting our 
website at … www.usps-psps.org … or by con-
tacting either the Commander or Secretary. 

Safe Boating is no Accident; Come for the Boat-
ing Education … Stay for the Friendssm 

Officers and Staff 
Commander … Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net 
Executive Officer … Lt/C Bill Wickham, AP 
850.941.8813 … billwickham50@hotmail.com 
Educational Officer … Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 
850.453.5303 … seopsps@att.net 
Administrative Officer … Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 
850.432.0527 … drdave944@yahoo.com 
Secretary … Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN-IN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Treasurer … Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN-IN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Past Commander … P/C Barbara Merrick, P 
850.261.6444 … barbaramerrick16@att.net 

Executive Committee 
Lt Phyllis Swope, JN and Staff Photographer 
850.453.5303 … pswope55@att.net 
Lt Peggy Neely, AP 
405.627.4674 … pegneely@att.net 
Lt Mike Curci, AP 
850.607.2402 … mikecuci@gmail.com 

Birthdays this Month 
Bill Neshem … 06 

Bill Wickham … 13 

Anita Wilkerson … 13 

Charlels Fosha … 25 

And may you have many, many more … 

Really 

Contact Us 
Our website is available to assist you in answer-
ing questions about us and what we stand for. 
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists all the 
officers of the squadron, the most recent de-
tails of our meetings and rendezvous, a squadron 
calendar of events which we try to maintain as 
up-to-date as possible, a complete listing of our 
educational program, our Vessel Safety Check 

program and many of the 
other activities we are in-
volved in. Please feel free 
to peruse our site when-
ever you wish. If you don’t 
find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one 
of our officers or staff 
members. We will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a manner as possible. 
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within their private property.  

Depending on your area of operations, this law 
could have an effect on areas of anchoring. We 
need to protect our sea grasses so be prepared 
for the possible changes in areas you have pre-
viously anchored.  

These statutes make boating safer and more 
environmentally friendly while keeping boating 
fun. 

Cdr Todd sends … thanks. 

(Continued from page 1) Commander 

out of date.” The concern is that while such 
boaters are not required to maintain current 
navigational tools, the size of their vessels al-
lows them to move into places where they are 
vulnerable to shifting shoals and alterations to 
channel markers. Hundreds of changes may have 
occurred since their navigation charts were pre-
pared. 
NOAA reports that in the United States there 
are around 6400 recreational boating accidents 
each year. In the past five years, there were 
2500 accidents resulting from striking fixed 
objects and 1400 resulting from going aground. 
It is clear that boaters must learn to leave 
their home ports with accurate cruising data. 
While the United State Coast Guard’s weekly 
“Local Notice To Mariners” is regularly available 
with the latest chart changes, few boaters take 
advantage of this service. To meet this impor-
tant situation the Alliance has set up a website 
where boaters can easily check the accuracy of 
their local charts at  
www.allianceforsafenavigation.org. You also can 
participate in a brief survey that will help all 
boaters by going to 
www.surveymonkey.com/s/PDGX3MK. 

Lt/Bill sends … thanks. 

(Continued from page 1) Executive Officer 

Astronomy Note 
The moon is full on August 7th, at last quarter 
on the 14th; new on the 21st and at first quar-
ter on the 29th. 

Educational Fund 

T he purpose of the United States Power 
Squadrons (USPS) Educational Fund is to 

promote the development and the furtherance 
of educational programs and techniques in 
boating, seamanship, navigation, engine main-
tenance, marine electronic equipment, sailing, 
weather, boating safety and other marine ac-
tivities by issuing grants. 

All contributions to the fund are fully de-
ductible from income, gift and estate taxes. 

The USPS Educational Fund is a legal trust, 
operated by six (6) trustees elected by the 
USPS Governing Board. It is a separate entity, 
apart from USPS, governed by its own board 
of trustees. The Internal Revenue Service has 
determined it to be a “qualified organization” 
under section 501(C) (3) of the Internal Reve-
nue Code. 

Please know that the Pensacola Squadron con-
tributes to the Educational Fund as a means 
of furthering the Educational needs of the 
United States Power Squadrons in the future. 
We have been and are still about Education 
since our founding in 1914. 

The Treasurer sends ... 
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Educational Report 
The really hard 
questions … 

O K, you’ve been 
boating since you 

were knee high to a 
grasshopper. You’ve 
pretty much seen it all, 
been there and done 
that. Your grandkids 
think you are the 
smartest captain that 

has ever plied the seas, confidence is your mid-
dle name. They look to you for all the answers. 
Right? Well, maybe not. Are you prepared to 
handle the really big questions? Say for example 
you’ve got the kids out on the boat for some fun 
on the water. Your grandson notices some stuff 
floating on the water, turns to you and pops the 
big one. “Grandpa, what’s the difference be-
tween flotsam and jetsam?” Now what? Do you 
admit ignorance, make something up, quickly 
change the subject?? Maybe he’s studied up on 
this and is just testing you … As your Nautical 
Muse I am compelled to make sure you are pre-
pared to handle this challenge ;-) 

The difference between flotsam and jetsam 
may seem like a trite question, but over the 
years many thousands of dollars have been 
spent on maritime lawyers arguing this point. It 
forms the legal basis for claims of ownership of 
things ‘lost at sea’. First, flotsam and jetsam 
float freely. They are both considered debris 
associated with maritime vessels. The differ-
ence is this: flotsam is the debris from an acci-
dental or unintentional loss (washed overboard 
or from sinking), jetsam is intentionally thrown 
overboard (jettisoned). In general, if flotsam is 
recovered it is still ‘owned’ by the original 
owner. Jetsam ownership is considered surren-
dered when you throw it overboard (except for 
criminal ownership as in an oil spill). Sounds sim-
ple and straight forward, right? Why do we 

need lawyers involved? Suppose you are on a 
boat in a storm heading for a reef. It is too 
shallow for your boat, unless, you can lighten 
the load by throwing your cargo overboard. You 
throw it overboard, clear the reef and you are 
now in the lagoon safely at anchor. The next day 
you take the dinghy ashore to look for your 
stuff and learn that the locals found it floating 
in the surf, retrieved it, claimed finder owner-
ship, and plan to sell it. Now what? Call a mari-
time lawyer. 

As a side note, remember I started this defini-
tion with ‘it floats’ – suppose it sinks, then 
what? For this we have two more words: dere-
lict and lagan. Derelict is defined as property 
abandoned on navigable waters and sinks without 
expectation of recovery. Ownership is relin-
quished. Lagan is property cast overboard and 
heavy enough to sink but is attached to a float 
or buoy to provide the owner relocation and re-
covery. Ownership is retained. 

OK, enough of the trivia, let’s see what is hap-
pening on the education front. We are halfway 
through our Marine Communications class. We 
have 13 students, including the teacher. Our 
hats off to Harry Hebb who is doing double 
duty as student and professor. Our second Safe 
Boating Class of the season started July 11th 
and we have a good turnout (we define that as 
more students than teachers). Next month we 
will be offering the Piloting Class starting Mon-
day, 28 Aug. If you have taken the Safe Boating 
Class or the Seamanship class, you are thor-
oughly prepared to take the Piloting class. Pilot-
ing is the first of the advanced navigational 
classes focusing on techniques for piloting a 
boat in coastal and inland conditions. The course 
emphasizes planning and checking along with the 
use of GPS for determining position, and intro-
duces digital charting along with traditional 
charting, compass and dead reckoning skills. 
Plotting, labeling, use of the compass, aids to 
navigation and a host of related topics are in-

(Continued on page 5) 
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cluded in this all-new approach to coastal and 
inland piloting. If you would like to take this 
class, please contact Ron Swope (850-453-
5303) or myself (Scott 850-776-9736) and we’ll 
sign you up. The Power Squadron has quite a few 
educational offerings, from one shot seminars 
to full blown courses. Take a look at https://
www.usps.org/index.php/boating-courses and if 
you see something you would like to know more 
about, let me know. 

Hmmmmm, thinking back on our little chat about 
flotsam and jetsam – this could be a source for 
some more interesting topics. Maybe next 
month we can study the Saga of Moby Duck … 

 

Tropical Storms 

A lso called tropical cyclones, tropical storms 
are organized storm systems that have a 

low pressure center and numerous thunder-
storms. They form from tropical disturbances 
over warm tropical waters that emerge every 
three to four days from the coast of Africa as 
"tropical waves." If the ocean temperature re-
mains warm and the upper level winds (known as 
wind shear) continue to be light, the system can 
strengthen and become a tropical depression - 
which is characterized by wind speeds less than 
38 miles per hour. 
At this point, the storm begins to have a spiral 
appearance due to the flow of the winds and the 
rotation of the earth. Sometimes the storm sys-
tem dies out if conditions aren't favorable, but if 
the storm strengthens to winds speeds of 39 to 
73 mph, it becomes a Tropical Storm and is given 
a name. As wind speeds strengthen beyond 74 
mph, the tropical storm is then classified as a 

hurricane according the Saffir-Simpson scale, 
which assigns categories and corresponding dam-
age estimates to hurricanes depending upon its 
wind speed. 
A common misconception about tropical storms is 
that they aren't as dangerous as hurricanes. The 
truth is, a tropical storm can cause a lot of prob-
lems. Heavy rainfall produces dangerous floods 
and high winds can generate a fierce storm 
surge. 
For boaters, a tropical storm's ability to cause 
property damage should not be taken lightly. 
Also, don't assume that residents of the south-
ern East Coast and Gulf Coast states are the only 
ones who need to worry about tropical storm or 
hurricane preparation. Tropical Storms are able 
to travel the entire coast of the U.S. and cause 
flooding problems far inland before they die out. 
Know what a tropical storm watch means versus a 
tropical storm warning, and when one is issued, 
take precautions to prepare your boat and home 
for the storm. You'll be glad you did. 
Emergency management experts urge citizens 
living in a coastal area to be prepared well before 
the hurricane season begins, and know what to do 
in the event a catastrophic storm makes landfall. 
As boat owners, our responsibilities are two-fold 
- prepare our homes and our boats to weather a 
storm. 
At best, you have 36 hours to prepare both for a 
hurricane, less if a warning is issued and you are 
required to evacuate. Get a hurricane plan in 
place early to make preparing your boat as effi-
cient and quick as possible when a hurricane 
watch is issued . 
Take action during a hurricane watch, which is 
issued 36 hours in advance of a hurricane making 
landfall. Don't wait until a warning is issued; it 
may be too late to move your boat, and prepara-
tion will become difficult because of congestion 
due to evacuation notices. Also, the storm's 
outer bands of rain and wind will hinder your ef-
forts. 
Previously published January 2010 in the Lazy Log 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Chuck Blair 
PSPS Charles F. Chapman 
Awardee for Excellence in 

Teaching … 2017 

F ormer Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron 
member Chuck Blair, S-IN, has been desig-

nated the PSPS Charles F. Chapman Excellence 
in Teaching awardee for 2017. Although Chuck’s 
time in Pensacola was short, slightly less than 
three years, he made a memorable impression on 
those who knew and worked with him. Before he 
took the Instructor Development course, he 
taught the Engine Maintenance course. In 
preparation for that, he downloaded and studied 
both the student and instructor manuals for the 
Instructor Development course. 

Both during the course and after it was com-
pleted I continued to receive comments attest-
ing to the great job Chuck did. Additionally, he 
condensed the course down from ten sessions to 
five plus the exam. Some of the comments I 

received follow. “What stood out with Chuck 
was his follow up after every classroom session. 
Whatever questions were asked in class he fol-
lowed up by email to all students with either 
USPS or the manufacturer’s procedures.” “His 
enthusiasm for the course material was evident 
from the students asking questions and provid-
ing information they wanted to bestow on the 
other students.” “Brought his considerable prac-
tical experience in to the classroom, making the 
material much more relevant.” As a further tes-
timony, all of his students received a score of 
90 or higher on the final exam. 

In addition to his work on the Engine Mainte-
nance course, Chuck was instrumental in devel-
oping the hardware for the Practical On-The-
Water Seminar materials we developed. It was 
his design that we used for the buoy markers. 
Before he left for West Palm Beach, he worked 
extensively with us on the O-T-W aspects of 
instructor training for the POTW seminars, 
working with several instructors to refine the 
steps to be taken with students. He also worked 
on the PowerPoint presentation that is an inte-
gral part of the program. 

On most days, you could find him working on his 
boat, Mermaid Hunter, at Sherman Cove Marina. 
See the January 2016 issue of the Lazy Log to 
see the many projects he’s undertaken on her. 
Chuck has never been shy about helping fellow 
boaters with his skill or knowledge when it 
comes to things mechanical or electrical. I can 
attest to that first hand as can several other 
members of our squadron. 

Although Chuck is no longer a PSPS squadron 
member and not a member of District 15, and 
his history of teaching in USPS only goes back 
one year, it is clear that he will continue to be a 
valuable resource for USPS in the years to 
come. Our loss is certainly their gain. Congratu-
lations Chuck. Well Done! 

Lt/C Ron sends … thanks. 
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Administrative Officer 

T hank You Peggy 
Neely for hosting 

the June’s rendezvous 
at your home. I and 
several others were 
unfortunately out of 
town, but your hospital-
ity was greatly appreci-
ated. It must have gone 
well, as I heard there 
was only one beer left 

afterwards. 

My plans to take my boat with some fellow ad-
venturers to the Blue Angels Show were put on 
hold, due to the fact my boat had not completed 
its yearly haul out by the day of the Blue An-
gel’s Pensacola Beach Air Show. The good news 
is that the Federal red snapper season has been 
extended. Any Power Squadron member is wel-
come to volunteer to help crew my boat, the 
Starbuck for weekend or Friday snapper trips. 
Even if you don’t fish, you could just come along 
for the ride or for dolphin watching.  

For August Lt Ruth Dunnavant, S, has nicely vol-
unteered to host our final Summer’s rendezvous 
at her home on Saturday August 19. See this 
issue for further details. 

Working to Increase Member-
ship 

I and others are working on increasing Pensacola 
Power Squadron’s public presence. Scott Rath-
camp, Harry Hebb and others have been very 
helpful with ideas and technical help. One issue 
is using Facebook effectively. I am playing 
around with Facebook, trying to get increased 
public participation. 

For over a year now I have been publishing regu-
larly in the Facebook group “Pensacola Power 
Squadron.” If you are a Facebook member you 
can read it by simply typing in “Pensacola Power 
Squadron” into the search bar (the rectangular 
bar which contains the magnifying glass icon). I 
try to link public information released by the 
National Organization. Thanks to Harry’s com-
puter science background, we are succeeding in 
linking the monthly Lazy Log to the Pensacola 
Power Squadron Facebook page. If you want the 
latest public communications from the Power 
Squadron, such as educational courses, events 
and local observations, this is one place you can 
find it. As of now it works best on laptop and 
androids. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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The way the site is set up anyone who is a mem-
ber can contribute pictures or comments. How 
do you join the Pensacola Power Squadron Face-
book page? Using Facebook may take some ef-
fort, but as any grandmother who learns to us it 
to contact her grandchildren, isn’t too hard and 
is worth the effort. Guys, you need to lean to 
use Facebook! I have more activity from the 
gals in the squadron than from some guys. 

Any new technology seems opaque, frustrating, 
and whimsical. The Facebook platform uses per-
sonal computers and mobile devices, which each 
work somewhat differently and keep changing 
We at the Power Squadron are not technopho-
bic. Boating, by nature is tech heavy. 

The amount of participation on Facebook for 
Pensacola Power Squadron continues to increase. 
Many posts are getting 30 or more looks. If you 
have Facebook and you are a member I will auto-
matically put you in the group. First, I will send 
you a friend request. If you accept this, I will 
put you in the group and you will be notified 
when there is new content. You can also contrib-
ute content. I am trying to keep the content 
meaningful, such as boating related or local 

things of a nautical or educational nature, usu-
ally. I am trying to avoid stock content, such as 
copy and paste “Positive” messages or too fre-
quent messages. I apologize if I have notified 
you too many times for the same educational 
course. Some posts are experimental just to see 
how things are working. The events the Squad-
ron is doing are also seen under Events on the 
right-hand side of the Facebook page. Events 
are also being posted on the Eventful Page, tell-
ing about all events in Pensacola. 

The future 

I am trying to use Facebook to reach out to the 
wider public. I am trying to get as Facebook 
friends as many boating enthusiasts as possible. 
When they friend you, you get access to their 
friends. Then they in turn can be recruited as 
friends and get to join the Pensacola Power 
Squadron Facebook group. All members of the 
Squadron can join in this effort, if they want to. 
For example, if you have a potential Facebook 
friend who might be interested in boating, send 
me their name. 

Naval History-Where words 
came from 

Scott Rathcamp has been nice enough to inform 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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us in his posts the origin of certain words. In 
preparing a recent article I came across the 
explanation for the name of the naval warship, 
the destroyer. 

In the Navy, especially in the twentieth cen-
tury, the destroyer was a fast heavily armed, 
but lightly armored warship. It was used to at-
tack other ships with its guns and with torpe-
does and to provide antiaircraft and anti-
submarine coverage. It often went aggressively 
into harm’s way and its heroic crews suffered 
many casualties. 

The name was originally applied to an experi-
mental Confederate craft. Confederates con-
tinually sought creative ways to repel the larger 
stronger Union forces who repeatedly invaded 
and blockaded their ports. The first version of 
this boat was a long low boat which would sneak 
up on Union boats and place an explosive charge 
mounted on a long pole against the hull. Torpe-
does were not self-propelled then, but operated 
by direct contact, like mines. It was called a 
torpedo destroyer boat. After the war addi-
tional evolution occurred and they became more 
like their modern form. Eventually the name was 
shortened simply to “destroyer.”  

Lt/C Dave sends … thanks. 

 

One of the Navy’s latest destroyers, the Ar-
leigh Burke Class (DDG 51) at sea … ED 

(Continued from page 8) Bob and Ruth say? 
Hey, want a good time? 

S ummer’s end is near and there is time for 
one more great party before the fall. Bob 

Ritter and Ruth Dunnavant are hosting the Au-
gust Rendezvous in Ruth’s home on Ponte Verde 
Road in Grande Lagoon Lakes. 

It’s going to be on Saturday, August 19th. You 
know the drill, start around noon and don’t leave 
until the ducks waddle out to the lake. 

Bob and Ruth say they will provide BBQ pork 
and chicken as well as beer, wine (not whine), 
soda and tea, otherwise BYOB. Please bring 
sides to match and a chair. 

Ruth’s address is 5452 Ponte Verde Road lo-
cated in Grande Lagoon Lakes subdivision off 
Gulf Beach Highway. From Blue Angel Parkway, 
travel west about 3.3 miles to Ponte Verde 
Drive and turn left. Ruth lives just a block away 
on the left.  

You will be disappointed if you don’t make this 
fine affair.  

Come one, come all. Let’s celebrate. 

Ruth Dunnavant sends … thanks. 
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Secretary 
NEW Icon; new 

logo 

P lease know that 
the Board of Di-

rectors has approved 
the following icon as a 
new logo for the United 
States Power Squad-
rons. In an effort to 
entice and welcome new 
members to our fine 

organization, we are making an effort to up-
grade our over 100 year image into something 
new and different. Our courses are being up-
dated to become more relevant in the GPS era, 
our logos, uniforms, course testing, well almost 
everything is being reviewed and scaled up to 
meet the requirements of a younger age group. 
You will soon see this logo on shirts, letterhead 
and the like to remind and inform everyone that 
we are indeed “America’s Boating Club.” 
 

Merit Mark Time 

I t is time for you to start thinking about 
getting a Merit Mark for 2017. The dead-

line for submission is November 1st. Please con-
sider the following and let your committee chair 

or the secretary know of what you have done 
for 2017 to they can be input and forwarded on 
time. 

MERIT MARK CRITERIA  

To make your job easier, we have put together 
a number of case scenarios that might answer 
specific questions that you have concerning a 
particular recommendation, which you intend to 
submit. Understand, these rules are not chis-
eled in stone. There may very well be extenuat-
ing circumstances that must be considered in 
order to make an accurate judgment. If this is 
the case, it is imperative that you present all 
of the facts and don’t assume that the recom-
mendation would speak for itself.  

REMEMBER ... the Area Monitor and the Chief 
Commander do not have personal knowledge of 
the member, and must rely only on what is writ-
ten in the recommendation.  

The following material is offered as examples 
of work that are required to earn a Merit Mark. 
These examples relate to recommendations 
that are prepared for work performed on a sin-
gle specific project. In most cases our mem-
bers work on various projects during the year 
so number of hours and work involvement can 
be reduced or spread out.  

It is imperative that the information that you 
provide gives the Chief Commander and the 
Area Monitors ALL of the facts.  

1) EDUCATIONAL: Teach a minimum of two 
class sessions or proctor a minimum of four 
sessions. Be sure to signify that you are refer-
ring to class sessions not complete courses. In-
clude the number of lesson plans that were pre-
pared.  

2) TITLES: Don’t rely on job titles. Tell us 
what this member did in terms of work accom-
plished and hours of work involved. Members 
cannot be recommended by stating, “fulfilled 

(Continued on page 11) 
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the duties of their office.” For instance: Com-
mander’s Aide, Law Officer, Flag Lieutenant, 
Chaplain, Historian, Property Officer, Photog-
rapher and Port Captain. We must know what 
these officers actually did to earn a Merit 
Mark.  

3) HOSTING PARTY: Hosting a party at mem-
ber’s home adds a plus when combined with 
other work performed. Be sure to include the 
number of hours of work including preparations.  

4) CRUISE AND RENDEZVOUS: Certainly, 
one of the most important social functions that 
our members attend and contribute their ef-
forts. General rule is work on one social event 
over the past twelve months does not contrib-
ute enough effort to earn a merit mark. How-
ever, there are certainly exceptions to this 
rule. For instance, a cruise that takes place 
over a number of days with work being per-
formed each day. This may involve planning ses-
sions and necessary committee meetings result-
ing in hours of work. Actual work performed 
requires a substantial number of work hours.  

5) BOAT SHOW PARTICIPATION: Effort 
here is usually the number of hours worked. 
How many days did show run? How many 
watches did the member stand? How many 
hours did member work? Was set-up or tear 
down involved?  

6) COOPERATIVE CHARTING: How many 
trips? How many corrections to nautical charts? 
How many total reports? Number of hours in-
volved?  

7) VESSEL SAFETY CHECK: The new exam-
iner must pass examiner’s qualification course, 
which involves 5 supervised boat inspections. 
Thereafter, he or she must inspect a minimum 
of 10 boats per year to qualify for a merit 
mark.  

8) MEETING ATTENDANCE: Attending meet-

ings is a privilege of membership and by itself 
doesn’t count toward merit mark consideration. 
When combined with other work performed, it 
is definitely a contributing factor. Exceptions 
to this rule are attending Executive Committee 
Meetings as an elected member or attending 
District or National Meetings as a delegate. 
Specify number of meetings attended and in 
what capacity.  

9) TELEPHONE COMMITTEE: To earn a merit 
mark for work performed solely on this commit-
tee requires a factual count of calls made and 
hours spent. Quantify the number of calls. (How 
many times)  

10) COMMITTEE WORK: As a “stand alone” 
recommendation should include information on:  
(1) number of committee meetings, 
(2) number of reports written, and 
(3) total hours of work.  

11) OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES: Work performed 
for other organizations does not contribute 
toward merit mark consideration. The word 
“liaison” is often used to justify these recom-
mendations. In order to qualify for a merit 
mark the outside activity must be an official 
squadron function and designated as such by 
the Squadron Commander with the consent of 
the Executive Committee. This would include 
work performed for the USCGAux and the Sea 
Scouts.  

12) GIFTS: Gifts of money, meeting space, 
printing et cetera are very helpful to the 
Squadron, but they should not be considered 
appropriate for merit mark consideration. In-
stead, commander should present these donors 
with a certificate of appreciation. Personal ef-
fort must be involved.  

13) CREDIT FOR FUTURE WORK: Merit 
marks are awarded for work that has been com-
pleted. Future efforts must be handled as a 
s e p a r a t e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  m a r k e d 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Past Commander 
Bacon-Crab 

Dip 

18 oz package cream 
cheese, softened 
1/2 cup sour cream 
2 tsp horseradish 
1/8 tsp pepper 
1 cup crab meat 
4 slices bacon, crisply 
cooked and crumbled 

2 medium green onions sliced 
Toasted bagels cut into fourths 

In medium bowl using electric mixer, beat cream 
cheese and sour cream until smooth and fluffy. 
By hand, stir in remaining ingredients except 
bagels. 

Place dip into serving dish, put in refrigerator at 
least 1 hour to blend flavors. Serve with bagels. 

P/C Barbara sends … thanks. 

“Supplemental.”  

14) WORDS TO WATCH OUT FOR: Words 
such as “helped, aided, offered advice, assisted 
and worked with,” without further supporting 
information are most uninformative. Spell out 
the actual tasks performed by these individu-
als.  

15) MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES: ACTIVE 
AND APPRENTICE. Apprentice Members shall 
be considered the same as Active Members. 
Therefore, the criteria for judging a Appren-
tice Member’s effort will be the same as that is 
used for an Active Member.  

16) RECREATIONAL BOATING SAFETY 
PARTNER VISITATION PROGRAM: Qualify-
ing as a new “Program Visitor” and performing 
at least five visitations the first year will earn 
a merit mark. Thereafter, a minimum of twenty 
visitations per year will be required. 
Be sure to send an email or communicate to ei-
ther your committee chairperson, department 
head, the commander or the secretary all of 
the work you have done for the Pensacola 
Squadron over the past year. I need the infor-
mation by October so I can input it, get it 
proofread and approved by the Commander for 
a submission deadline of November first. 
Please know the Pensacola squadron is thankful 
for what you do. We just want to see that you 
get credit for it. 

The Secretary sends ... 

(Continued from page 11) 
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Photographs by Lt Phyllis Swope, JN 
Many Thanks 



 

 


