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The official publication of the Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron, a unit 
of the United States Power Squadrons@ and a member of District 15. 

 Commander 
Hurricane Sea-

son is Here 

A  well know philoso-
pher once said, 

“Those who cannot re-
member the past are 
doomed to repeat it.” 

Hurricane Ivan hit the 
Gulf Coast over 12 
years ago. If you were 

here chances are you remember it well and know 
the importance of securing your boat, both at 
home or moored in the water. Every time the 
National Hurricane Center forecasts a tropical 
storm or hurricane entering the Gulf of Mexico 
Jane and I spend a good part of a day preparing 
our sailboat “Ol’Snipe” for heavy weather. You 
cannot over prepare, just do not wait until the 
last minute.  

The following is from an “USPS Compass article 
dated May 2013 written by John Schwab.” 

Storm Prep, Be Ready for Hur-
ricane Season 

Follow these recommendations when securing 
your boat for a hurricane: 

 If your boat can be trailered, remove it from 
the water. Take it home or to an area that is 
elevated above the anticipated storm surge. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Executive Officer 
"STORM READY" 

H ere we are at the 
beginning of an-

other hurricane season. 
For our new members 
who may have relocated 
from other parts of 
the country and have 
never experienced a 
destructive storm, be-
ing prepared is the key. 

Hurricane season runs from June first thru the 
end of November, with the height of the season 
around the tenth of September. One year there 
were so many storms in a single season that the 
National Weather Service ran out of hurricane 
names and had to resort to numbers. As I re-
member, that year every county in Florida was 
touched by a hurricane. When there are so many 
storms in one season, preparedness becomes a 
way of life. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Lazy Log 
The Lazy Log is the official publication of the 
Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is 
published monthly and details the activities of 
the squadron. 

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a pri-
vate non-profit fraternal organization dedicated 
to “Safe Boating through Education.” We re-
strict membership to no one requesting only 
that members express an interest in sharing our 
charter and learning the principals and practice 

of safe boating through 
education. 

We hold regular busi-
ness meeting and social 
events during the calen-
dar year. Membership 
information may be ob-
tained by visiting our 
website at … www.usps-psps.org … or by con-
tacting either the Commander or Secretary. 

Safe Boating is no Accident; Come for the Boat-
ing Education … Stay for the Friendssm 

Officers and Staff 
Commander … Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net 
Executive Officer … Lt/C Bill Wickham, AP 
850.941.8813 … billwickham50@hotmail.com 
Educational Officer … Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 
850.453.5303 … seopsps@att.net 
Administrative Officer … Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 
850.432.0527 … drdave944@yahoo.com 
Secretary … Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN-IN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Treasurer … Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN-IN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Past Commander … P/C Barbara Merrick, P 
850.261.6444 … barbaramerrick16@att.net 

Executive Committee 
Lt Phyllis Swope, JN and Staff Photographer 
850.453.5303 … pswope55@att.net 
Lt Peggy Neely, AP 
405.627.4674 … pegneely@att.net 
Lt Mike Curci, AP 
850.607.2402 … mikecuci@gmail.com 

Birthdays this Month 
Mike Curci … 18 

Earl Savage … 23 

Todd Larson … 25 

Contact Us 
Our website is available to assist you in answer-
ing questions about us and what we stand for. 
The URL is www.psps.me. As well, it lists all the 
officers of the squadron, the most recent de-
tails of our meetings and rendezvous, a squadron 
calendar of events which we try to maintain as 
up-to-date as possible, a complete listing of our 
educational program, our Vessel Safety Check 

program and many of the 
other activities we are in-
volved in. Please feel free 
to peruse our site when-
ever you wish. If you don’t 
find what you are looking 
for, send an email to one 
of our officers or staff 
members. We will make every effort to answer 
your questions in as timely a manner as possible. 
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Consider storing the boat in a garage if possible, 
strap the boat down to the ground. 
 Whether it’s in the water or on land, reduce 
your vessel’s surface area. Remove all covers, 
dodgers, canvas, Biminis and gear stored on 
deck, including dinghies, small outboard motors, 
spare sails and fuel containers. Remove all sails 
from the rigging. 

 Consider removing expensive electronics and 
storing them at home. 

 Close all through-hull valves (except auto bilge 
drains or other deck drains). 

 Ensure that all the batteries are fully 
charged. Turn off all electronics except for 
automatic bilge pumps. 

 Close and secure all ports, windows and 
hatches. Secure vents and dorados to engine 
spaces. 

 Add extra dock lines. Use as many cleats as 
possible to distribute the forces on these lines 
to a larger area. Secure some heavy lines to pil-
ings but allow for tide and storm surge. 

 Keep lines from the boat to floating piers as 
tight as possible. Tighten again after the lines 
are wet. The shock load of lines pulling on cleats 
is what usually causes their failure. 

 Add chafing gear on dock and mooring lines 
where needed, especially if the lines go through 
chocks. The heavy strain placed on these lines 
significantly increases the amount of wear on 
them. 

 Put out all your fenders, even if your boat is in 
a slip with no other boats beside you. 

Check your insurance policy and keep it in a safe 
place. Prepare for the worst and hope for the 
best. 

Cdr Todd sends … thanks. 

(Continued from page 1) Commander 

We have been very lucky in Northwest Florida; 
for about the last twelve years we have had a 
"hurricane drought," and this is the rub. Those 
of us who have experienced storms in the past, 
but have not had to prepare for one in so long, 
may have become complacent. Now it may take a 
little longer to be "storm ready." 

Where your boat is concerned, lockers and com-
partments can be disarranged and full of stuff. 
Your decks could be cluttered with boat hooks, 
deck brushes and other gear that will take a lot 
of time to clear away. The extra mooring and 
spring lines with chaffing gear and the heavy 
storm anchors that were always at the ready 
may have moved off the boat and now resides at 
the house in a shed. 

There are many good web sites, such as Boat/
US, West Marine, Escambia County and much 
printed material to tell you exactly how to pre-
pare your boat. It is also a good time to check 
with your marina for an update on their storm 
protocol. 

Now is a good time to access how long will it 
take to get your boat (as much as it can be) 
"Storm Ready." 

Lt/C Bill sends … thanks. 

(Continued from page 1) Executive Officer 

Astronomy Note 
The moon is full July 9th, at last quarter on the 
16th; new on the 23rd and at first quarter on 
the 30th. 
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Educational Report 
You have to 

wonder where 
these numbers 
come from ... 

A hoy there, it's 
the Nautical 

Muse back again with 
answers to the ques-
tions you've probably 
never asked - but 

should have ... or maybe not. Last month we 
taught the ABC Safe Boating class to an en-
thusiastic group of 9 new (or re-new) boaters. 
One of the basic components of this class is a 
knowledge of the navigation lights we see on 
various types and sizes of boats. The typical 
power boats we see on our local bays and wa-
terways (power - under 20 meters) have a red 
and green light forward, and a white stern 
light. In the class we show a PowerPoint slide 
with the official configuration - red light port 
side at bow for an arc of 112.5°, green light 

starboard side at bow for an arc of 112.5°, 
and white light at stern for 135° arc. We all 
know this stuff, right? Sure, but have you 
ever wondered where these numbers came 
from? 112.5°? Really? It looks like some com-
promise number a committee came up with. 
Actually, there is an interesting story behind 
these numbers. Let's start the search for 
these numbers by looking at a common com-
pass rose, like the one on the Bowditch Bay 
chart in the Piloting course in the left column. 

We see the outer ring of numbers (0° to 360° 
by 30's) lined up with True North at 0°. In-
side that ring we see another ring of 0° to 
360° lined up on Magnetic North. Inside that 
is another ring, also lined up on Magnetic 
North but without any numbers. And only the 
lines for North, East, South and West line up 
with the other compasses. OK, what is this? 
It is called a 'Quarter Point Steering Com-
pass.’ and it is based on the 32 point compass. 
This is the compass card that was used for 
hundreds of years on sailing vessels. It starts 
with the 4 cardinal points N, E, S and W. Car-
dinal means primary or high level. These 4 
points are then divided in half, the ordinal 
points, to NE, SE, SW and NW. Together 
these 8 compass points are called the princi-
pal winds. Then the 8 principals are divided in 
half to make 8 more half-winds: NNE, ENE, 
ESE, SSE, SSW, WSW, WNW and NNW. Al-
most there! We have 16 points so far and we 
divide that one more time. These are called 
the quarter-winds and the name is a combina-
tion of the cardinal name + "by" + principal 
name. Example: the quarter-winds on either 
side of NE are called N by NE and E by NE. 
They would be abbreviated NbyNE and NE-
byE. Whew! We finally have all 32 points of 
the compass and it looks like the one on the 
next page: 

(Continued on page 5) 
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As a side note, back in the days of sail a sea-
man learning to be a helmsman would be chal-
lenged to recite all the points in sequence as 
fast as possible - "Sailor, box the compass!" 

So, what does all this have to do with our red 
and green lights? Navigation lights were in 
use back in the 32 point compass days. What 
is the purpose of the red and green lights? If 
you see a red light off your bow at night you 
know a boat is passing in front of you, right to 
left. A green light means they are passing in 
front of you left to right. If the lights only 
covered an arc of 8 points (90°) from the bow 
to the beam, the color would change from red 
to white or green to white when they are di-
rectly in front of you - not safe - you want to 
know when they are PAST dead ahead and it 
is safe to pass behind them. To be safe they 
extended the red and green lights 2 more 
points past the beam. They settled on 10 
points red on port, 10 points green on star-
board, 12 points white astern. How big is a 
point? 360° divided by 32 points = 11.25° per 
point. A 10 point red or green light is 112.5° 
The 12 point stern light = 135°. We've come 
the full circle - more than you ever needed to 
know. But I hope it was entertaining. 

Alright, let's talk PSPS Education. As I men-
tioned earlier, we completed the ABC class 
with 9 students, all passed with flying colors 
(yes, "flying colors" is a nautical phrase), and 
2 joined the Power Squadron! We have an-
other ABC class scheduled to start on July 
11th at Pensacola State College. Here is a link 
to the flyer. Please print a few and post them 
where ever you shop, and spread the word 
with family and friends. http://www.hebb.me/
psps/docs/abc3_flyer.pdf 

On Monday June 16th the Marine Communica-
tions class will begin. Lt Mike Curci AP will be 
teaching this class and early enrollment looks 
good. We are also in the early planning stages 
for a Piloting class this Fall and an Advanced 
Piloting class in January. If you are inter-
ested please let Ron or myself know. That's 
all I have for now. How about we end with a 
test? Ready? 

Box the Compass! (read this as fast as you 
can)  

North, North by East, North North East, 
North East by North, North East, North East 
by East, East North East, East by North, 
 
East, East by South, East South East, South 
East by East, South East, South East by 
South, South South East, South by East, 
 
South, South by West, South South West, 
South West by South, South West, South 
West by West, West South West, West by 
South, 

West, West by North, West North West, 
North West by West, North West, North 
West by North, North North West, North by 
West. 

Boat safe, see you on the water!  

1st/Lt Scott sends … thanks. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Administrative Officer 
Further Adven-
tures with Cap’n 

Rod 

I n March, I re-
ported our trip 

down Winyah Bay from 
Georgetown, South 
Carolina. I informed 
the readers, about the 
geography and culture 
of the Lowcountry area 

of South Carolina, as told to me by Cap’n Rod on 
his excellent boat tour of the area. A boat tour 
was a great way to view Georgetown's stately 
plantation houses as you 
cruise the length of Winyah 
Bay and experiencing the 
beautiful Lowcountry scenery. 
The three-hour trip was well 
narrated and included a mix-
ture of information, and local 
legends. Cap'n Rod also took 
us to the Winyah Bay Light-
house on North Island at the 
pass from Winyah Bay. 

I promised to continue the 
story at another time. Due to 
great popular demand, namely 
Harry needs an article for 
the Lazy Log, here it is. The 
entire Coastal region of the 
Confederacy was under Union 
blockade which began shortly 
after the Secession. To coun-
teract this, numerous Southern ports engaged 
in blockade running. Georgetown was no excep-
tion. 

Charleston was a hotbed of smuggling and illegal 
commerce and the Federal forces put much ef-
fort into closing it down. The story of Charles-
ton’s defeat by Union forces is complex. Numer-
ous books have been written devoted to the 

subject. It will suffice to say that all did not go 
well for the Federals despite a prolonged cam-
paign lasting years. Finally, their naval com-
mander, Admiral Du Pont was relieved of com-
mand due to personal and political reasons and 
because his blockading activities and his pro-
gress in defeating the Confederates at Charles-
ton were not satisfactory. In the Spring of 
1863 he was replaced by order of President Lin-
coln by John Dahlgren, long time ordinance chief 
and inventor. Though with little experience with 
sea duty and surrounded by controversy be-
cause of his friendship with Lincoln, he eventu-
ally shut down smuggling and illegal commerce 
from Charleston. The city of Charleston was 
never occupied. It was bombarded, much to the 
anger of Confederates. 

John Adolphus Bernard Dahlgren, born Novem-
ber 13, 1809, was officer launched major ad-
vances in gunnery. He was born in Philadelphia, 
PA, and when he turned 16 he joined the U.S. 
Navy as a midshipman. He was assigned to the 
navy's ordnance bureau at Washington, D.C. in 
1847. 
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There Dahlgren devised a smoothbore howitzer, 
adaptable for many sizes of craft as well as 
shore installations. He introduced a cast-iron 
muzzle-loading cannon with vastly increased 
range and accuracy, The Dahlgren gun, that be-
came the Navy's standard armament. It was 
characterized by a coke bottle shape with the 
breech markedly thickened well to protect it 
from the initial explosive burning of its propel-
lant charge. It was a muzzle loading weapon and 
shot cannon balls or rifled ammunitions varying 
between 9 and 15 inches in diameter. Because 
the Confederates had captured many of these 
weapons, they were used extensively by both 
sides.  

As Admiral of the South Atlantic blockading 
squadron, Dhalgren, late in the war had occasion 
to visit Georgetown where he made the side-
wheel river boat Harvest Moon his flagship. This 
must have been expected to be immense pleas-
ure for him because he was extremely suscepti-
ble to seasickness. The shallow waters on would 
be calm and if he could avoid running aground, all 
would be well. The war was winding down and he 
paid a visit to Georgetown where he declared 
martial law and told all the towns people that 
slavery had been abol-
ished that all slaves 
were to be freed. 

On his way, back down 
the river On March 1, 
1865, the boat sud-
denly shuddered and 
there was a muffled 
explosion. At first it 
was thought that a 
boiler had exploded, 
but soon the Harvest 
Moon began taking on 
water and was sinking. 
Other boats came 
close and assisted and 
all but one mate was 
rescued. Later it was 
determined that the 

boat had struck a mine, planted in the channel 
by a local residents who has sewn the waters 
around their home town with mines homemade in 
a Georgetown office. Thus, the residents of 
Georgetown struck one of the last blows of the 
war which had the distinction of being the only 
Union capital ship sunk by the Confederates in 
the war. 

As one concludes Cap’n Rod’s boat tour, he 
points out a blob of yellow wreckage close to 
the shoreline, the only visible remnants of the 
incident. Extensive previous salvage has been 
done, but the hull of the unfortunate Harvest 
Moon remains.  

The end of the boat trip is perfectly timed so 
as to witness a beautiful sunset, at which time 
we disembark. 

All plans are underway for July’s rendezvous 
Commander’s report. Plans for Blue Angels boat 
trip aboard my boat, the Starbuck will be an-
nounced pending my return and weather condi-
tions. 

Lt/C Dave sends … thanks. 



 

 
       
 

Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron 

SUMMER RENDEZVOUS ON THE WATERFRONT 

Saturday 15 July 2017 @ Blue Angel Park 

2100 Bronson Road 

Noon until dusk! 

GUESTS ENCOURAGED 

Bring your family, friends and neighbors along 
with your favorite drink and side dish 

Located at the Waterfront pavilion next to boat launch. 
Come  by land or come by water.  

 
If traveling by land:  The Park is located approximately 9 miles outside of 
the NAS back gate and off of Hwy 98 just before the Lillian Hwy Bridge 
to Alabama. 

If traveling by water: Located in the Northeastern shore of Perdido Bay, 
south of the Lillian Hwy bridge, the GPS coordinates for the Blue Angel 
Marina are Latitude North 30 38.57 and Longitude West 87 42.82. 

Map on next page ... 
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The red X marks the location of the rendezvous Pavilion #4. 

Navy Blue Angel Recreation Park 

X 
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Secretary 
Oh Roster, 

where aren’t 
thou’? 

F or your reading 
enjoyment, the 

Computer Secretary’s 
Department, that would 
be me, has recreated 
the squadron roster 
from data downloaded 

from National. The committee would like for 
anyone who so desires to have a copy. Because 
of the confidential nature of the document, the 
committee will not publish it’s location in the 
Lazy Log nor give its location on our web site. 

If you desire to have a squadron roster, please 
email the Computer Secretary at 
harry@hebb.me and he (I) will send you the URL 
to download a copy. Please remember that ros-
ter information is confidential and must not be 
distributed to anyone outside of the squadron. 
Please do not distribute the URL nor any in-
formation contained in the roster to anyone 
outside the squadron. 

If any discrepancies or updates are necessary, 
please notify me and I will get them corrected. 

The Secretary sends …  

 

Past Commander 
Creamed Crab 

3 tlbs butter 
3 tlbs flour 
1 1/2 cups light cream 
Dash of Tabasco 
3-4 tlbs dry sherry 
1 1/2 cups crabmeat 
Salt to taste 

Melt the butter in a 
saucepan. Stir in flour and blend until smooth. 
Slowly add the cream, stirring constantly, until 
smooth and thickened. Add Tabasco and sherry 
and cook over low heat for 3 minutes. Add the 
crab meat and salt to taste, and cook only until 
heated through. 

Can add one cup sliced mushrooms that have 
been sautéed in two tablespoons of butter to 
the sauce if wanted. Optional. 

Serve over toast or rice 

P/C Barbara sends … thanks. 
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United States Coast 
Guard Headquarters 

Inspections and Compliance 
 Directorate 

May 12, 2017 

Safety Alert 04-17 

Whether at Work or at Play Remember it’s a 
Shared Waterway. 

Know the Navigation Rules and enjoy your day! 

This Safety Alert reminds all operators of 
power-driven, sail, and human propelled vessels 
of the importance of maintaining a sharp look-
out while on a shared waterway and recommends 
that all recreational boaters carry a DSC-VHF 
marine radio in order to communicate with other 
vessels. 

Recently a catamaran type passenger ferry col-
lided with a group of kayakers on a busy metro-
politan waterway. The incident occurred during 
late afternoon while the sun was low on the ho-
rizon with an angle of about 15 degrees and the 
ferry was heading westerly into the sun’s glare. 
The ferry had just begun its voyage and was 
operating at about 20 knots across the water-
way while a group of kayakers was ahead of the 
ferry and heading south. The low angle of the 
sun created significant glare on the 
water, obstructing the ferry opera-
tor’s view of the kayakers who were 
within the reflected light. The kayak-
ers did not have a DSC-VHF marine 
radio with them and they were unable 
to hail the ferry. The ferry subse-
quently collided with multiple kayaks 
resulting in two serious injuries. 

It is critical that all mariners, including recrea-
tional boaters, have a good working knowledge 
of the Navigation Rules before venturing out 
into a shared waterway. Commercial and recrea-
tional vessel operators need to know their re-

sponsibilities including the Steering and Sailing 
Rules, Conduct of Vessels in Sight of One An-
other, and Conduct of Vessels in Restricted 
Visibility. They also need to recognize the nauti-
cal lights and shapes and understand the sound 
and light signals that may be encountered in or-
der to take appropriate actions to prevent colli-
sions. 

It is also critical that recreational boaters are 
able to communicate with all other vessels. If 
unsure of another vessel’s intentions boaters 
need the ability to contact the other vessel on 
the radio in order to indicate their location and 
ask such questions as “Do you see me?” and 
“What are your intentions?”. For more informa-
tion on navigation rules and maritime communi-
cations please visit the USCG Navigation Center 
Website. 

Operators of marinas and rental facilities are 
encouraged to develop guidelines for safety 
briefings, required safety equipment and for 
outfitting guides and renters with maritime 
communication devices. For more information 
please visit RentalBoatSafety.com. 

There are many safety topics important to pad-
dle sport enthusiasts. Depending upon where you 
plan to paddle, the required skill sets may be 
minimal or they can be highly technical in na-
ture. Persons new to paddle sports will benefit 

from taking a paddles ports safety 
course and the knowledge gained will 
increase their enjoyment on the water. 
An example of a free online course is 
located at boaterexam.com. Training is 
also available from the American Canoe 
Association (ACA) and United States 
Coast Guard Auxiliary. 

The Coast Guard strongly recommends that all 
paddle sport enthusiasts participate in boating 
safety education as well as taking paddle craft 
specific skills training. Additionally, the follow-
ing best practices should be considered every 

(Continued on page 12) 
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time before going out on the water:  

 Always wear a Coast Guard approved life 
jacket 
 Make yourself be seen (bright / contrasting 
clothing) 

 Carry a sound producing device 
such as a whistle 
 Carry a DCS-VHF radio 
 Know your paddling limits 
 Know the area where you will 
be operating 
 Avoid paddling in main channels 
of busy waterways when possible 
 Dress appropriately for the 
water temperature and fore-
casted weather 
 Don’t paddle alone 
 Tell a friend where you are 
going and when you will return - 
file a float plan. 
 If you plan to be out after 

dark, you will be required to exhibit an all 
around light or have a flashlight readily avail-
able 
 Don’t drink alcohol and operate a boat or pad-
dle craft 
The free Coast Guard Mobile App includes many 
resources including a function to file a float 
plan. 

Online information on Shared Waterways is 
available at TheSafeHarbors.us 

This Safety Alert is provided for informational 
purposes only and does not relieve any domestic 
or international safety, operational or material 
requirement. Developed by the Office of Boat-
ing Safety and distributed by the Office of In-
vestigations and Casualty Analysis, Washington 
DC. Questions may be sent to HQS-PF-fldr-CG-
INV@uscg.mil. [] 

(Continued from page 11) Coast Guard 
America’s Boating Club TM 

A merica’s Boating Club is not a tag line, 
but an alternate brand. Alternate brands 

are used in an effort to appeal to different 
demographics. Some prospective members 
like the tradition of the United States Power 
Squadrons, but some like the more casual feel 
of America’s Boating Club. This is very com-
mon where companies like the GAP for exam-
ple have stores called The GAP, but they also 
have stores called Old Navy, Banana Republic, 
Athleta and Intermix. Each of these is tar-
geted to a different demographic, yet they 
are all part of The GAP. 

On a traditional squadron site, while Amer-
ica’s Boating Club (ABC) is not used as a tag 
line, it can be part of the opening text with 
lines like “The United States Power Squad-
rons is America’s Boating Club” or “We are 
America’s Boating Club.” Alternately, a new 
national web site may be set up under the 
ABC name and squadrons may set up sites us-
ing a local variation of the ABC name like 
Somewhere Bay’s Boating Club. This does not 
eliminate or replace traditional web sites, but 
introduces the a new site under the alternate 
brand to attract an additional demographic. 
The web site example is used above, but along 
with this, new flyers, trifolds, stationary, 
business cards and more may be required and 
developed using the ABC brand. 

New font, color and tag line standards are 
being developed for the ABC brand and they 
will be released as soon as possible. Whenever 
the ABC brand is used, be sure to include the 
following trademark statement at the bottom 
of any published materials: America’s Boating 
ClubTM is trademark of the United States 
power Squadrons®. 

From the USPS Brand Standards Manual 



 

 


