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 Commander 
Why the change 
to “America’s 

Boating Club”? 

T hese are my 
thoughts not nec-

essarily those of the 
USPS. Why a marketing 
change to “America’s 
Boating Club?” 

Younger generations of 
boaters have different values than earlier gen-
erations, and although boating continues to be a 
hobby for many Americans as well as a profes-
sional activity for some, joining organizations is 
not a priority for many boaters.  

However, the USPS has a unique function in its 
emphasis on boating education by fellow boaters 
and has additional valued functions in perform-
ance of civic activities, such as performing Ves-
sel Safety Checks as well as providing camara-
derie with other boaters.  

Numerous thoughts are being bounced around 
for reinventing USPS to continue and expand its 
activities. Foremost today's public does not rec-
ognize what a “Power Squadron” is. The use of 
ranks and grades are not understandable by non
-members and of little interest to the younger 
generations.  

(Continued on page 3) 

Executive Officer 
The Makeup of a 
Hull Identifica-

tion Number  

C urrent HIN’s, 
those issued af-

ter August 1, 1984, 
must contain 12 unin-
terrupted digits com-
prised of English al-
phabet letters and 

Arabic numerals. 

The first three digits represent a valid Manu-
facture’s Identification Code, (MIC), issued by 
the US coast Guard. Digits four thru eight are 
the manufacture’s serial number. The letters 
I, O, and Q are not used within the serial num-
ber. The next two digits (9 & 10) is the “Date 
of Manufacture or Certification Code.” The 
first digit is a letter indicating the month of 
manufacture. “A” indicating the month of Au-
gust, “B”= September, “C”= October and so on 
thru “L” indicating July. The next digit (10) is 
the last digit of the year of manufacture or 
certification. The last two digits (11 & 12) are 
the model year of the boat. A two-letter coun-
try code may be added to the left of the HIN, 
separated by a hyphen, making the HIN fif-
teen characters. (ABC12345E617-US) 

If the third digit of the HIN is a “Z”, there 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Lazy Log 
The Lazy Log is the official publication of the 
Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is 
published monthly and details the activities of 
the squadron. 

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a pri-
vate non-profit fraternal organization dedicated 
to “Safe Boating through Education.” We re-
strict membership to no one requesting only 
that members express an interest in sharing our 
charter and learning the principals and practice 

of safe boating through 
education. 

We hold regular busi-
ness meeting and social 
events during the calen-
dar year. Membership 
information may be ob-
tained by visiting our 
website at … www.usps-psps.org … or by con-
tacting either the Commander or Secretary. 

Safe Boating is no Accident; Come for the Boat-
ing Education … Stay for the Friendssm 

Officers and Staff 
Commander … Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net 
Executive Officer … Lt/C Bill Wickham, AP 
850.941.8813 … billwickham50@hotmail.com 
Educational Officer … Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 
850.453.5303 … seopsps@att.net 
Administrative Officer … Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 
850.432.0527 … drdave944@yahoo.com 
Secretary … Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN-IN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Treasurer … Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN-IN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Past Commander … P/C Barbara Merrick, P 
850.261.6444 … barbaramerrick16@att.net 

Executive Committee 
Lt Phyllis Swope, JN, and Staff Photographer 
850.453.5303 … pswope55@att.net 
Lt Peggy Neely, AP 
405.627.4674 … pegneely@att.net 
Lt Mike Curci, AP 
850.607.2402 … mikecuci@gmail.com 

Birthdays this Month 
Gordon Dey … 02 

And Gordy is the only one this month. Have 
a good one Gordy. 

Contact Us 
Our website is available to assist you in answer-
ing questions about us and what we stand for. 
The URL is www.usps-psps.org. As well, it lists 
all the officers of the squadron, the most re-
cent details of our meetings and rendezvous, a 
squadron calendar of events which we try to 
maintain as up-to-date as possible, a complete 
listing of our educational program, our Vessel 

Safety Check program and 
many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 
Please feel free to peruse 
our site whenever you 
wish. If you don’t find 
what you are looking for, 
send an email to one of 
our officers or staff members. We will make 
every effort to answer your questions in as 
timely a manner as possible. 
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When you see USPS, do you think United States 
Postal Service? I know I did when I first 
started researching for the Power Squadron on 
the web. So just maybe it is time to change our 
branding to “America’s Boating Club.” This name 
appropriately already describes our organization 
and to my understanding is already trademarked 
by USPS.  

Presently USPS is primarily focused on the 
needs of owners of private power and sail boats 
and frequently excludes the needs of other 
boaters. We need to maintain our present mis-
sion of boating education, Vessel Safety Checks, 
fellowship, but enlarge our scope of activities to 
encompass all boaters of all ages.  

The ABC Public Boating course should add to our 
mission the responsibility of education for all 
boaters and encourage coordination with other 
boating organizations, such as Sea Scouts, yacht 
clubs, sailboat racing clubs, fishing clubs, human
-powered clubs (Kayak, Canoe, Paddle boarding, 
et cetera) and get involved with the local agen-
cies and law enforcement.  

We had a great discussion at the last Executive 
Committees on where USPS is today with mem-
bership and how to attract prospective mem-
bers. The conversation has begun, let’s keep it 
going.  

Cdr Todd sends … thanks. 

(Continued from page 1) Commander 

are special considerations. The “Z” indicates 
that the HIN has been state-issued or “re-
tagged.” In this case, the “Z” will be preceded 
by the issuing state’s abbreviation (that is, 
“FLZ” or “ALZ”). There are a few ways this can 
happen.  

It could have been a homemade boat and its 
builder requested a state-issued HIN, which is 
completely legal and proper. Such a HIN may 
also indicate that the vessel had been sold as 
“salvage” and part or most of it was refur-
bished and presented as “home built” or a 
“custom made” boat. It may not look home 
made, but this is legal under certain guidelines. 

The important thing is that you are aware of 
this before you buy a vessel so you can ask any 
questions you may have about its history and 
how it came to be re-tagged. 

          ABC      12345       C7         17  

          Manuf.            S/N              Date of              Model  
          ID Code                              Cert/Manuf.       Year 

Lt/C Bill sends … thanks. 

 

(Continued from page 1) Executive Officer 
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Educational Report 
Now the ASEO 
wants to UN-
Muse us ... 

Huh? 

OK , we have 
finally fig-

ured out what musing is, 
what is un-musing? Ac-
tually, it's a word I just 
made up ... Over the 
past few months I have 

shared with you a number of terms and phrases 
that have a nautical origin, usually from the days 
of sailing ships. This month, let's do the oppo-
site, <an un-Muse>. Let's look at a phrase that 
most folks believe has a nautical origin, but likely 
DOES NOT. I suspect you've heard the phrase 
'Cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass 
monkey.’ Often, someone will take offense to the 
impolite reference to the reproductive organs of 
our Simian friends. 

 At this point the speaker says, "oh no, no" and 
explains that it refers to a pyramid shaped 
stack of cannon balls resting on a brass plate 
called a 'monkey.' The brass plate has 3 by 3 or 
4 by 4 depressions to hold the bottom layer of 
cannon balls and the remaining cannon balls are 
stacked as a pyramid. As the temperature drops 
the brass contracts faster than the iron balls 
until the balls are pushed out of the depressions 
and the stack comes tumbling down. And that is 
how they stored cannon balls on British Navy 
sailing ships. So, a really cold day meant cannon 
balls rolling around all over the gun deck - right?  

Nope, sounds good - never happened. OK, why 
not? First, you don't store cannon balls in a 
pyramid shape on a sailing ship. If you tilt a 
pyramid over 30 degrees those balls are going to 
roll regardless of the temperature. Well then, 
do sailing ships ever heel over 30 degrees or 
more? Hello - does the wind blow over the 
ocean?? The Royal Navy records that cannon 

balls were stored in planks with circular holes 
cut into them - not stacked in pyramids. These 
planks were known as 'shot garlands,’ not mon-
keys, and they date back to at least 1769. 
Where do you see cannon balls stacked in pyra-
mids? On dry land in front of Maritime Museums 
as a artistic display. It doesn't work technically 
either. The coefficient of expansion of brass is 
0.000019; that of iron is 0.000012. If the base 
of the stack were three feet long, the drop in 
temperature needed to make the 'monkey' 
shrink relative to the balls by just 0.04 inches, 
would be around 180° F. Such a small shrinkage 
wouldn't have had the slightest effect. In any 
case, in weather like that, the sailors would 
probably have better things to think about than 
coining new phrases. 

So where did the phrase come from? There's no 
evidence to prove that exact variant existed in 
the 19th century. The phrase appears to have 
originated in the USA in the first part of the 
20th century and is clearly based on earlier vari-
ants. The earliest variant with a nautical flavor 
is Charles Augustus Abbey, in Before the Mast 
in the Clippers, 1857: "It would freeze the tail 
off of a brass monkey.” Other variants involving 
brass monkeys include: less bashful than... 
(1867), scald the throat of... (1870), talk the leg 
off... (1872), as cheeky as... (1873), burn the 
ears off... (1876). What's the bottom line then? 
On really cold days brass monkeys need to stay 
indoors. 

Enough musing, here's what's happening in the 
education arena. A Boating Safety Class will be 
starting right about the time the Lazy Log 
comes out - not too late to join! The first class 
is May 16th at 6PM, Pensacola State College 
Warrington Campus, Room 3205. Download the 
flyer (link in this Lazy Logy) for all the info. If 
you know someone who would like to take this 
course but has scheduling issues this time 
around, we will be doing it again starting Tues-
day July 11th. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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The Marine Communications Systems course will 
be offered beginning Monday, 19 June, on the 
Warrington Campus of Pensacola State College. 
Class will begin at 6 p.m. and run for approxi-
mately eight weeks. Lt Mike Curci, AP-IN will be 
class instructor. 

The course will cover: Radio History; Radio Fre-
quency Spectrum; VHF Communications; Global 
Maritime Distress and Safety System 
(GMDSS); FCC Rules, Licenses, Radio Frequency 
Plan; Radiotelephone Operating Procedures; 
Long Range Radio Communications; Other Marine 
Communications Systems; Radio Maintenance. 
There will be a 100 question closed book exam.  

The cost of $46 is for materials only and two 
people may share a book if they wish. 

Marine Communications is one of the require-
ments of the Boat Operator Certification pro-
gram at the Coastal Navigator level. If you are 
in that program, or if you think you might want 
to get into it in the future, this would be the 
time to meet one of the requirements. If you 
are interested contact Ron Swope at 
seopsps@att.net or call him at 850-453-5303 
for registration. Deadline for ordering books is 
28 May.  

Thanks to P/C Barbara Merrick, P, for donating 
a computer tote bag for the squadron computer. 
This saved us having to purchase one. Thanks 
again Barbara. 

That's all I have for this month so I'll wrap it 
up here. Ron Swope emailed me and ask me to 
include the following blurb in this month's re-
port. With a little embarrassment, here goes: 

1st/Lt Scott sends .. .thanks. 

 

>>>> Scott Rathkamp, JN <<<< 

Congratulations to 1st/Lt Scott Rathkamp, JN, 
for completing the Junior Navigation course, 

self-taught, and his advancement in grade to 
Junior Navigator. Not only did he teach himself, 
but he scored a 98 on the exam. Since I’ve been 
in the squadron, he is the first member to com-
plete either JN or N self-taught. Well done, 
Scott. 

Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN, SEO sends. 

(Continued from page 4) Education 

Oh Roster, where aren’t thou’? 

F or your reading enjoyment, the Computer 
Secretary’s Department, that would be me, 

has recreated the squadron roster from data 
downloaded from National. The committee would 
like for anyone who desires to have a copy. Be-
cause of the confidential nature of the docu-
ment, the committee will not publish it’s location 
in the Lazy Log nor give its location on our web 
page.  

If you desire to have a squadron roster, please 
email the Computer Secretary at 
harry@hebb.me and he (I) will send you the URL 
to download a copy. Please remember that ros-
ter information is confidential and must not be 
distributed to anyone outside of the squadron. 
Please do not distribute the URL nor any in-
formation contained in the roster to anyone 
outside the squadron. 

If any discrepancies or updates are necessary, 
please notify me and I will get them corrected. 

The Secretary sends …  
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Administrative Officer 

T hank you, Dr. 
Hansen, for visit-

ing the May General 
Meeting of the Pensa-
cola Power Squadron at 
the Yacht Club and 
speaking about eye 
health. Dr. Hansen gave 
us not only great advice 
about eye care, but 
also some beauty se-

crets for your eyes. There was not enough time 
for everything about the eye but he answered 
many questions about cataracts, implantable 
lenses, and the surgical care of cataracts. The 
dangers of and treatments for glaucoma were 
discussed. Routine eye examinations are needed 
to detect glaucoma before it is advanced. 

For the fishers in the group and even people 
who go near them when they are fishing, first 
aid and the treatment of fishhook injuries were 
explained. 

There will be no more General Meetings during 
the Summer, including June, July and August 
2017. There will be numerous squadron activi-
ties coming under the heading of fun. I am 
thankful to many people in the squadron for 
making our summer planning really easy. Evi-
dently Power Squadron members like to have 
fun. Thanks to those who volunteered to host 
and help with our activities, we are well on our 
way to an enjoyable time. 

These people include Lt Peggy Neely who will 
host a rendezvous on Saturday June 17 at her 
home. (See complete announcement details un-
der “Summer Solstice” elsewhere in this issue.)  

Todd Larson, our commander, has rented a pa-
vilion at the Pensacola Blue Angel Recreation 
Center for a Saturday, July 15th rendezvous. 
Details will follow. 

On the day of the Blue Angel’s Pensacola Beach 
Air Show, Saturday. July 8, 2017, weather per-
mitting, I will take a load of hardy seafarers to 
a sound side location to observe the show. My 
45-foot boat, the Starbuck can accommodate 
around 15 passengers, but we have never turned 
away any volunteers yet. You do have to be able 
to go down a gang plank and step over the gun-
nels of the yacht. 

For August Lt Ruth Dunnavant has nicely volun-
teered to host our final Summer’s rendezvous 
at her home, details to be announced. 

The Executive Committee has set the annual 
Change of Watch for Saturday, November 4th, 
2017 at Skopelos at New World Landing. We 
have obtained the private dining facility, the 
French Room, for the entire evening using 
Squadron funds. A generous donation by R/C 
Harry Hebb will help defray the cost. Details 

(Continued on page 7) 
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will follow. 

As part of our plan to build membership in the 
squadron we are trying to increase our presence 
on public media. Members having conversations 

and making contributions to our Facebook page 
is one way to do this. Our public Facebook page 
is “Pensacola Power Squadron.” If you have 
Facebook, just type “Pensacola Power Squad-
ron.” This will bring up our Facebook site and 
other similarly named sites. Click Pensacola 
Power Squadron and you will be taken to our 
home page. No fancy URLS or http//.coms 
needed. Once you look it up and want to return 
there, click the blue Facebook icon on your 
Facebook page and it gives you a list of your 
sites you visit. 

The Facebook page is a 
public chat room where 
members communicate 
about Power Squadron 
activities or other ap-
propriate subjects that 
might be interesting to 

boaters or members of the Power Squadron. It 
is one of our public faces on the internet. We 
communicate privately by email and have a very 
nice internet page which the public can view. In 
fact, if you Google Pensacola Power Squadron 
you don’t see it. America’s Boating Club and 
Power Squadrons are there. But if you are a 
boater who is not familiar with the logo, you 
may not find it. 

As things have evolved, public organizations now 
find it is very beneficial to build a Facebook 
page by actively participating on Facebook. 

So, do it! 

Lt/C Dave sends … thanks. 

(Continued from page 6) Contributing Author 
Ship Worms 

A ncient mariners faced strange, unknown 
perils when first crossing the seas. This 

included storms, unpredictable currents, com-
pass deviations, scurvy, attacks by hostile na-
tives and pirates, among other things. One of 
the strangest perils was the subtle and slow ef-
fects of bizarre creatures known as ship worms. 

The shipworms are actually related to clams and 
oysters in a family a of saltwater organisms 
named Teredo Worms. They have long, soft, na-
ked bodies. They are notorious for boring into 
and eventually destroying wood that is immersed 
in sea water. Fresh water does not support 
them. Objects which may be attacked include 
wooden piers, docks and ships. The worms drill 
passages by means of a pair of very small shells 
borne at one end, with which they rasp their 
way through. Sometimes they are called ter-
mites of the sea. When shipworms bore into 
submerged wood, certain bacteria in a special 
organ called the gland of Deshayes digest the 
cellulose exposed in the particles created by 
the excavation.  

For the biologist ship worms present many bi-
zarre features. Although a sea shell like organ-

(Continued on page 8) 
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ism, it has no shell. It secretes a thin calcium 
casing which it molds to the shape of the hole in 
the wood in which it lives and grows. The organ-
ism is cylindrical and elongated, and depending 
on the species may be anywhere from one inch 
to five feet in length. The body naked and worm 
like. The organisms nonetheless possess the 
characteristic morphology of bivalves. This will 
not be an anatomy lesson in clams. However, the 
animal bores into rotten wood or mud and does 
not eat. Instead it pumps water and debris in-
cluding cellulose from the hole where it lives. 
Specialized bacteria live in the gills and metabo-
lize the cellulose to usable sugars which the 
worm and its bacterial helpers then lives upon. 
This is similar to the way cows are able to util-
ize cellulose for nourishment with the aid of 
bacteria. 

On April 17, 2017, it was reported that live gi-
ant tube shipworms had been discovered in the 
Philippines. This, the largest mud dwelling worm, 
absorbs hydrogen sulfide from the rotting de-
bris in the mud and their special partner bacte-
ria in their gills use it as a source of energy, 
doing away with a normal carbon food source 
altogether. The longest marine bivalve Kuphus 
polythalamia was near Mindanao island in the 
Philippines, the existence of huge mollusks was 
known for centuries and studied by the scien-
tists, based on the shells they've left behind 
that were the size of baseball bats. This bivalve 
animal spends its life inside an elephant tusk-
like hard shell made of calcium carbonate. 

Shipworms damage of wooden hulls and marine 
piling, and have been the subject of much study 
to find methods to avoid their attacks. Copper 
sheathing was used on wooden ships in the lat-
ter 18th century and afterwards as a method of 
preventing damage by "teredo worms". Without 
this oceangoing ship could be filled with holes, 
develop severe leaking, and even sink. The first 
historically documented use of copper sheathing 
was an experiment held by the British Royal 

Navy with HMS Alarm, which was coppered in 
1761 and thoroughly inspected after a two-year 
cruise. Thereafter this became standard marine 
practice. Many whalers might be on voyages of 
up to three years, and without copper shielding 
this could be disastrous. In the Netherlands, 
the shipworm caused a crisis in the 18th century 
by attacking the timber that faced the sea 
dikes. After that the dikes had to be faced 
with stones.  

 Although the shipworm must go down in history 
as one of nature’s ugliest creatures, looks can 
be deceiving. In Palawan and Aklan in the Philip-
pines, the shipworm is called Tamilok and is 
eaten as a delicacy there. It is prepared as 
kinilaw—that is, raw and marinated with vinegar 
or lime juice, chopped chili peppers and onions, a 
recipe similar to ceviche. The taste of the flesh 
has been compared to a wide variety of foods, 
from milk to oysters. Similarly, the delicacy is 
harvested, sold, and eaten by local natives in the 
mangrove forests of West Papua, Indonesia, and 
Thailand. I have not checked Joe Patti’s to see 
if they are available locally, but if so, perhaps 
someone should bring some to the next rendez-
vous. 

(Thanks to Wikipedia for much information) 

Lt/C Dave sends … thanks. 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Secretary 
A Perfect Circle 

T he sky is domi-
nated by two 

seemingly perfect cir-
cles: the Sun and Moon. 
When safely behind the 
right amount of par-
tially obscuring fog or 
low clouds, the Sun’s 
shape is obvious. Its 
equator’s tiny bulge 

throws it out of round by a mere 6 miles (9.66 
kilometers) in its 864,337-mile (1,391,015km) 
width. If the Sun were modeled as a basketball, 
the difference between its equatorial and polar 
diameters would be half the width of a human 
hair. Circular perfection! 

But perhaps this perfection is not unexpected. 
The sphere is the universe’s most common 
shape. Kids may wonder why stars never resem-
ble cubes or diamonds. Answer: Every spot on a 
sphere lies the same distance from the center. 
A sphere also has the minimum surface area of 
any geometric shape. You’d use much more paint 
to cover a cube than to cover a ball of equal vol-
ume. So when a newborn star contracts from its 
own self-gravity, it pulls itself into the littlest 
form — always a sphere. 

If the object spins quickly and its midsection 
bulges, it gets thrown out of the ball club. 
Through backyard telescopes, fast-spinning 
Jupiter and Saturn are clearly ovals. 

But the Sun is different. Its slow rotation pre-
serves its roundness. Our lethargic Moon, which 
has a similar spin of just under four weeks, dif-
fers from a perfect sphere by just 1.24 miles 
(2km). To the eye, the Full Moon is indistin-
guishable from a perfect disk. Ancient cultures, 
which revered the circle as nature’s supreme 
shape, never saw flawless spheres here on 
Earth. Only in the heavens was such perfection 

beheld. 

Early astronomers watched the Moon’s flawless 
disk fully shift against the background stars in 
one hour. The Sun’s disk moved its diameter in 
one day. It was easy to be a circle groupie. 

Our language retains this legacy with countless 
phrases like “inner circle” and the widespread 
use of “around.” And if something returns to 
where it started, like blood, we say it 
“circulates.” even if its path isn't round. Early 
astronomers desperately wanted the planets to 
follow circular obits to jibe with their belief 
that the realm “up there” was divine. 

They created complex mathematical systems of 
epicycles and deferents to circularly explain 
planetary motion. Dissention was not OK. Aban-
doning the circle usually brought a penalty that 
went beyond merely losing tenure. 

Reality ultimately intruded. As it turned out, 
only Venus’ orbit would look circular to an alien 
studying it from a distance, with other planets 
displaying varying degrees of elliptical shape. 
And fair enough: Ellipses rule if you’re a planet 
trying to maintain a stable orbit against the 
Sun’s pull. It’s easy to learn to love that shape. 

Until a few months ago, astronomers assumed 
the most perfect spheres would be neutron 
stars, the nearest of which is a few hundred 
light-years away, not far from the North Star. 
Each of these ultra-heavy balls has a density 
equal to entire freight train crushed down to 
the size of the period at the end of this sen-
tence As super-hard globes 12 miles wide they’d 
be too dense to have bulges. 

Then our secret admiration of circularity got a 
boost. Late last year, an international research 
team using the Kepler spacecraft announced 
finding the roundest-ever celestial object. Lo-
cated 5,000 light years away, it wasn’t a neutron 

(Continued on page 10) 
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star but a common type-A star resembling Vega 
and Altair, but with a strangely slow 100-day 
spin. Using a unique oscillation-detecting 
method, they announced that this star, with the 
catchy name of KIC 11145123, has an equatorial 
diameter just two miles longer than it polar di-
mension., The researchers claim it’s the round-
est thing in the universe. 

But is it really? Have they forgotten about Mer-
cury and Venus, located a million times closer to 
Earth? Thanks to the fact that someone forgot 
to wind up those innermost planets, slowing 
them to a crawl, they are perfectly round, like 
tires balanced by an obsessed mechanic. No 
bulges. 

But unlike wedding rings and our other circle-
shaped infatuations, Venus and Mercury appear 
telescopically round only in their “full” phase, 
when farthest away and hence smallest in appar-
ent size. During this, they’re also behind the 
Sun, lost in solar glare. The one exception hap-
pened during the recent Venus transits, when 
we saw Venus perfect roundness as it glided in 
front of the Sun. Alas, when the next transit 

occurs in 2117, none of us will be around. 

(Sorry about that. Really) 

Reprinted from Astronomy Magazine dated May 
2017. Bob Berman is the author. Whey not pur-
chase a copy of Bob’s book, Zoom: How Every-
thing Moves: From Atoms and Galaxies to Bliz-
zards and Bees. It is a great read. 

(Continued from page 9) 

Astronomy Note 
The moon is at first quarter on June 1st, full on 
the 9th; at last quarter on the 17th and new on 
the 23rd. 

Question, what is the position of the sun during 
moonrise? 
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 Summer Solstice 
Summer Solstice Rendezvous 

C ome one, come all. Lt Peggy Neely, AP, in-
vites you to her home on June 17th for a 

celebration of life, liberty and the arrival of 
the Summer Solstice. Peggy lives at 5466 
North Shore Road on Innerarity Island. It is a 
gated community and the gate will most likely 
be closed. The pass code is #1111. After pass-
ing the gate, travel to the third street on the 
right and then turn right. Follow North Shore 
Road to 5466 and look for the flag on the mail-
box. Peggy lives next to Rod Powell who said we 
could use his driveway for parking if necessary. 
See map below. Call 405.627.4674 if you get 
lost and need assistance. 

Peggy will furnish ham, turkey, condiments, 
rolls, cheese, lettuce and tomato for slider size 
sandwiches. As well, she will have some wine, 
whisky and a few set ups.  Bring beer if you so 
desire. She asks that you should bring salads, 
sides and deserts, chips, et cetera, as it is pot 
luck. As usual, the rendezvous starts around 
1200 and ends when the ducks fly home. You 
might want to bring a portable chair just in 
case. 

Peggy’s home is accessible by water but there 
is only about two feet of water at the end of a 
200 foot dock. The GPS coordinates are: N 30o 
19.225’ … W 87o 29.267’. 

Past Commander 
Colorful Corn 

Salad 

2 10 oz packages frozen 
corn thawed 
2 cups green peppers 
diced small 
2 cups red peppers 
diced small 
2 cups celery diced 
small 

1 cup minced fresh parsley 
1 cup chopped green onions 
1/2 cup shredded Parmesan cheese 
2 tsp ground cumin 
1-1/2 tsp salt 
3/4 tsp pepper 
1/2 tsp hot pepper sauce 
1/8 tsp cayenne pepper 
3 Tlbs olive oil 
2 cloves minced garlic 
6 Tlbs lime juice 

In large microwave safe bowl combine the first 
12 ingredients. Combine the olive oil and garlic. 
Microwave uncovered on high for 30 seconds.  

Let cool then whisk in the lime juice. Pour over 
the corn mixture and toss to coat. Cover and 
refrigerate until ready to serve. Stir again be-
fore serving. 

P/C Barbara sends … thanks. 
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Test Your Mustang Life Jacket  
Stf/C Allan. B. Furtado, SN - National Safety Committee 

We are always told as a Vessel Examiner to wear our life jackets to project the idea of safety to the 
boating public. I am sure that most VEs have done so over the past 8 years that we have had them. 

Now as we head into the boating season and all of the associated activities, I would suggest that the 
first thing a VE should do is examine and test his/her Mustang Inflatable life jacket. It is suggested 
that this operation be performed every 2 to 3 months. I bet you have not even done it once in the 8 
years you have had the jackets. I am suggesting this exercise because we have found a few jackets 
that won't hold air. If one of these is found I suggest that it be destroyed and disposed of because 
the total life expectancy is only 10 years. 

So how do we test our jacket? Open it up along the Velcro seams as shown in Figure 1 until it looks like 
figure 2. Then remove the cap on the oral inflation tube (shown in figure 2) and inflate the Life Jacket 
orally. 

                     

                      Figure 1                   Figure 2 

Then keep the jacket inflated over night. If it fails to hold air all night it is defective. If it holds air, 
then OK, then reverse the oral inflation cap and compress the jacket to remove all of the air. Once de-
flated, replace the cap to its original position and fold the sides back and press the Velcro seams to 
hold the jacket together. Now if you happen to really need the jacket while doing a VSC (Heaven for-
bid you fall into the water) the life jacket would be known to be useable.  
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Thanks to Lt Phyllis Swope, JN, for 
the photographs. 



 

 


