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Come   for   the  Boat ing  Educat ion  …  Stay   for   the  Fr iends SM 
The official publication of the Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron, a unit 

of the United States Power Squadrons@ and a member of District 15. 

Executive Officer 
VSC Anyone? 

W ith the onset of 
w a r m e r 
weather, now is 

a great time to inspect 
our boat’s safety equip-
ment. 

Life jackets, for exam-
ple, should be in 
“Serviceable” condition. 

This means that they should not be ripped or 
torn. Straps and connecting rings should be in-
tact (not hanging by a thread) and zippers 
should slide easily for their full length. On life 
jackets with plastic snap buckles, one thing to 
look for are broken buckles. Typically, over time 
and with exposure to the sun, one of the ears on 
the stud side of the buckle snaps off when ex-
ercised, rendering the life jacket unserviceable. 

Pyrotechnic flares must be within the date of 
their shelf life. When manufactured, flares 
generally have a shelf life of about forty two 
months. Usually by the time they are shipped 
and you buy them at the store you have about 
thirty six months of usable shelf life. You 
should check their expiration date at least an-
nually. 

Your boat’s safety systems should also be in-
spected. Running lights, sound producing devices 

(Continued on page 3) 

Commander 
Why I Love 

Sailing versus 
Motor boating 

F requently I am 
asked why I pre-

fer sailing over motor 
boating and although 
my answer is usually 
much shorter, here is 
my long version. 

Sailing requires knowledge, skill and a high level 
of alertness. With knowledge comes weather, 
tides, terrain and more than just familiarity of 
your boat. Alertness is needed with wind speed 
and direction, the incoming weather, heading, 
sail trim, hull/crew, position board setting, et 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Lazy Log 
The Lazy Log is the official publication of the 
Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is 
published monthly and details the activities of 
the squadron. 

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a pri-
vate non-profit fraternal organization dedicated 
to “Safe Boating through Education.” We re-
strict membership to no one requesting only 
that members express an interest in sharing our 
charter and learning the principals and practice 

of safe boating through 
education. 

We hold regular busi-
ness meeting and social 
events during the calen-
dar year. Membership 
information may be ob-
tained by visiting our 
website at … www.usps-psps.org … or by con-
tacting either the Commander or Secretary. 

Safe Boating is no Accident; Come for the Boat-
ing Education … Stay for the Friendssm 

Officers and Staff 
Commander … Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net 
Executive Officer … Lt/C Bill Wickham, AP 
850.941.8813 … billwickham50@hotmail.com 
Educational Officer … Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 
850.453.5303 … seopsps@att.net 
Administrative Officer … Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 
850.432.0527 … drdave944@yahoo.com 
Secretary … Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN-IN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Treasurer … Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN-IN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Past Commander … P/C Barbara Merrick, P 
850.261.6444 … barbaramerrick16@att.net 

Executive Committee 
Lt Phyllis Swope, JN and Staff Photographer 
850.453.5303 … pswope55@att.net 
Lt Peggy Neely, AP 
405.627.4674 … pegneely@att.net 
Lt Mike Curci, AP 
850.607.2402 … mikecuci@gmail.com 

Birthdays this Month 
Ruth Dunnavant … 16 

Christina Medrano … 17 

James Mattern … 23 

Bernie Wachter … 24 

 

May you have many more ... 

Contact Us 
Our website is available to assist you in answer-
ing questions about us and what we stand for. 
The URL is www.usps-psps.org. As well, it lists 
all the officers of the squadron, the most re-
cent details of our meetings and rendezvous, a 
squadron calendar of events which we try to 
maintain as up-to-date as possible, a complete 
listing of our educational program, our Vessel 

Safety Check program and 
many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 
Please feel free to peruse 
our site whenever you 
wish. If you don’t find 
what you are looking for, 
send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We will make every 
effort to answer your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible. 
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cetera. Learning what to do at any given time, 
function as well as reflex action is skill.  

I find the combination of all three challenging 
and why I prefer sailing or……maybe it is just 
the pleasure of being on the water, or is it the 
wonder of the wilderness or that it teaches you 
some valuable lesson every time you go out. Just 
maybe because when you are fully engaged and 
the main is pulling, the rail is dipping and the 
spray is flying, there is not a single other thing 
in the universe that matters. 

Cdr Todd sends … thanks. 

Secretary 

W ith regret, I 
inform you of 

the passing of past 
member Bob Ackley. 
Bob and Ellie were 
members until about 
four years ago when he 
started to get sick. 
They both were nice 
people. They hosted 
the first ever Bayou 

Bash at their home in May 2014. Our best goes 
out to Ellie in her time of morning. 

 

O ur mighty sun 
bathes Earth in a 

tender glow. Reach over-
head on a cloud-free, sum-
mer day, and it almost 
feels like you can catch a 
few of its caressing rays. 
While your relaxing ef-
forts will technically be 

unsuccessful, it should warm your heart to know that 
scientists have literally caught some of the Sun's 
rays ... Continued on page 5 ... 

(Continued from page 1) Commander 

and fire extinguishers should all be in good 
working order. 

Since all required safety equipment is regulated 
through both federal and state agencies, a good 
place to start your inspection is to contact one 
of our squadron vessel examiners for a Vessel 
Safety Check. They have the knowledge and ex-
pertise to ensure that you are compliant with all 
state and federal regulations. 

A Vessel Safety Check 
usually takes only 
about thirty minutes 
and the vessel exam-
iner will come to your 
boat’s location. His 
thorough inspection 
will not only cover gov-
ernment requirements 

but also many of the things that will help make 
you more comfortable and safe on the water. 

As United States Power Squadron members, we 
pledge to maintain our boats and operate them 
legally. Safety equipment should be our highest 
priority. 

Lt/C Bill sends … thanks. 

(Continued from page 1) Executive Officer 

Astronomy Note 
The moon is new on March 27, at first quarter 
on April 3rd; full on the 11th and at last quarter 
on the 19th. 



Lazy Log–April 2017  

Page 4 

Educational Report 
Education? Have 

It Your Way! 

I n last month's Lazy 
Log, Cdr Todd in-

troduced the USPS 
Digital Media Library. 
That was the teaser, 
now let's test drive this 
web site. If you are 
interested in getting a 
good basic introduction 

to safe boat handling on your own schedule, at 
home or on the water, then you need to check 
this out: 
http://www.uspsdml.org 

 
The DML, when fully rolled out, will host videos, 
slideshows, animations, manuals and more. The 
video section is mostly complete at this time, so 
let's look at this section. 

Here we have a fairly comprehensive intro 
course on Safe Boating Basics covering Planning, 

Departure, Underway, and Arrival. 

Each section has links to 4 or 5 videos covering 
the appropriate topics, and each video clearly 
demonstrates the What / Why / and How of 
the activity. Then, to make it useful where it 
really counts - on the boat, on the water - the 
website is smart phone capable and the videos 
play like a YouTube video. Set your phone on the 
console, spool up the video, and take an On The 
Water boating course. Hands on education, your 
way. 

As other sections of this website fill out with 
content, I'll share that with you. 

Now for the monthly Education report. Since my 
last report, P/C Bob Burton, SN-CN taught the 
Rules of the Road seminar to seven squadron 
members, it was well received. 

Also completed this past month, Lt/C Ron 
Swope, SN-IN, conducted an Instructor Devel-
opment class. We have some additional educa-

(Continued on page 5) 
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tion opportunities in the pipeline so stay tuned. 

Big 'Congratulations' go out to Lt Mike Curci, 
AP-IN, and Cdr Todd Larson, AP-IN, as they 
recently received the Educational Proficiency 
Award. This is awarded to members that have 
achieved the grade of Advanced Pilot or higher 
and completed at least three Elective Courses. 
Well done! 

Boat Smart, Boat Safe - See You On The Wa-
ter! 

1st/Lt Scott sends … thanks. 

Administrative Officer 

O ur next sched-
uled general 

meeting will be held at 
The Pensacola Yacht 
Club on Tuesday, April 
11, 2017. Our meeting 
will be on Tuesday eve-
ning from 5:30 to 8:00 
PM. 

After a short social 
time we will con-

vene the meeting at 6:00 PM. While we do not 
have a confirmed guest speaker at this time, 
rest assured we are still looking for one. We will 
announce it on the website as soon as one is con-
firmed. Please contact David Nicholson, at 423-
0525, or cell 850.501.0581 if you have any ques-
tions. 

Thank you. 

Lt/C Dave sends … thanks. 

(Continued from page 4) Education 

Stored within two tidy clean rooms at the Johnson 
Space Center in Houston is a collection of metallic 
wafers and foils, and etched within their insides are 
particles of the solar wind. Fifteen years ago, these 
charged particles shot out into space from the sun's 
upper atmosphere at high speed. Usually, they'd trek 
out into the solar system, but on this occasion, some-
thing was waiting for them. Camped at a location be-
tween the Earth and Sun where their gravity's can-
cel out was a radiant spacecraft, fanned out to catch 
as many precious particles as possible. 

The spacecraft was called Genesis, and for 850 days 
between December 2001 and April 2004, it captured 
as much of the Sun as it could within wafers and tar-
gets composed of materials like silicon, diamond, 
gold, aluminum and sapphire. 

A four-month journey back to Earth ensued. After-
wards, from high orbit, Genesis deployed a capsule 
containing the collection plates. On September 8, 
2004, the capsule descended to Earth.  

After a hard landing, many of the collecting devises 
were shattered, but others were largely intact, with 
the solar samples safely embedded inside. Recover-
ing them was a matter of sifting through and remov-
ing contaminants from the crash site, a tedious task 
to be sure, but entirely accomplishable. By January 
2005, the first wafer was deemed fit for analysis. 
Scientists now had their unspoiled piece of the Sun, 
and they set about examining it. 

Researchers determined that hypothetical particles 
called solar energetic particles did not actually exist 
within the solar wind, countering a long-held supposi-
tion from the Apollo era. They also found that that 
the Sun has a higher proportion of Oxygen-16 (the 
most common isotope of the element) than Earth. 
That's strange, since the Earth and most everything 
in the solar system was born out of the same nebula. 
So what happened to the oxygen? Scientists still 
aren't sure. The Genesis samples also helped to 
slightly revise the known composition of the sun. 
There's undoubtedly more we can learn from the 
solar particles. For now, they are safely stored away, 
waiting for novel technologies and inquisitive scien-
tists to unlock their secrets.. 

From http://www.space.com 

(Continued from page 3) Our Mighty Sun 



Lazy Log–April 2017  

Page 6 

Contributing Editor 
Beware of Inaccurate Com-

passes 

L ast month I showed how natural stones 
(lodestones) can act as compasses. Can 

compasses lose their magnetism? The answer is 
yes. Without going into detail, magnetism can 
be of a weak or strong variety, depending on 
the composition of the material used to make 
it. Modern compass will be very hard to demag-
netize, but in ancient times one of the things 
that mariners feared was the loss of magnet-
ism of their compassed while on the high seas. 
Even today it is advisable to protect a compass 
from strong magnetic fields such as exposure 
to audio speakers which may have strong mag-
nets. 

Experimentally magnets can be demagnetized 
by exposure to heat or even by physical 
trauma. Instances of reversal of polarity of a 
compass have been reported due to equipment 
such as cell phones or other electrical equip-
ment or the compass could simply be smashed 
and no longer work. This can be a problem for 
hikers in foggy mountainous terrain. Disastrous 
consequences have occurred. 

This problem occurs most frequently in moun-
tain climbers. Their equipment is minimal and is 
tightly packed. You can attempt to correct the 
polarity with another magnet but this is also 
problematic. One climber gives the following 
advice “In my personal experience – this prob-
lem has happened to me three times in the past 
12 months – the needle does not invert by ex-
actly 180 degrees. It would appear to be ap-
proximately 10 degrees out and therefore us-
ing it in this state is not reliable.”  

Her advice is “Keep your compass away from 
electronic gadgets you are carrying and hold it 
well away from your body when using it. Always 
carry a spare compass in case of your main one 

is malfunctioning, getting damaged or lost.” 

I had not been aware of the problem faced by 
sailors until I read Moby Dick. In the book, 
Captain Ahab was forcing his frightened crew 
to follow in his mad pursuit of the White 
Whale, Moby Dick which obsessed him. Nature 
or God seemed to send multiple signs to Ahab 
that this was not a good idea. There was a pow-
erful nighttime storm with much thunder and 
lightning and when it was over and dawn came, 
Ahab was pleased to see that his ship was rac-
ing windward pushed by a powerful following 
sea with deep swells. The Captain ordered his 
crewman to give him a compass bearing. Ahab 
was dismayed to find that the ship was travel-
ing in the wrong direction. He quickly realized 
that the compass pointed 180 degrees from its 
normal position. Its poles had reversed. Every 

(Continued on page 7) 
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other compass on the ship was also reversed 
from its normal polarity, and was guiding him 
away from an encounter with the deadly white 
whale. By now Captain Ahab was becoming al-
most completely insane. Instead of heeding 
this sign he turned the ship around and sailed 
into the wind and on to his fatal encounter. 

Aware that his frightened and superstitious 
crew would not accept being guided by an inac-
curate compass, Captain Ahab then ordered an 
iron lance and the smallest of sail makers nee-
dles. “The thunder has turned old Ahab’s nee-

dles; but out of this bit of steel Ahab can make 
one of his own, that will point as true 
as any.” Then taking the lance and hav-
ing it held vertically he placed the 
needle on top of the lance and beat on 
it several times. Apparently, the long 
iron bar picked up magnetism from the 
pole and induced it in the needle. The 
needle was then suspended over the 
compass card and pointed perfectly to 
magnetic north. His sailors were duly 
impressed and their morale was 
boosted. They did not know, that now, 
almost all of them would soon be killed 
by the angry whale.  

I don’t know how well this would really 
work, but there are easier and more 
effective ways of magnetizing large 
sewing or sailing needles. Simply short 
circuiting a nine-volt battery and 
heating the needle several times will 
turn it into a crude magnet which will 
serve as an emergency compass. OK, 
so chances are you’re not going to 
have a battery; so instead, use a little 
bit of silk or wool from your clothing 
to magnetize the needle. Rub the nee-
dle back and forth from eye to point 
about 100 times; the needle will now 
be magnetized. Now float the needle a 
piece of paper and you have yourself a 

crude compass. 

I have been surprised to hear that boats today 
do not always come equipped with a compass. I 
would not be on the Gulf without one. Everyone 
has GPS now, but nothing beats a magnetic 
compass. A GPS won’t even point to north if the 
boat is not under power. It requires at least 
two points to calculate direction. If you are not 
under power, it points to the direction of your 
drift. Use a compass. Preferably have two of 
them. 

Lt/C Dave sends … thanks. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Past Commander 
Cowboy Caviar 

3 cups seeded and 
diced Roma tomatoes 
about 1 lb 
1-15 oz can corn ker-
nels drained and rinsed 
1 cup seeded and diced 
bell pepper any color 
about 1 medium 

3/4 cup red onion small diced 
1-15 oz can black beans drained and rinsed 
1-15 oz can black eyed peas drained and rinsed 
1 jalapeño seeded and minced 
Mix together and save in bowl. 

 

Dressing 
1/3 cup olive oil 
2 tlb red wine vinegar 
2 tlb fresh lime juice 
1 tsp honey 
1 clove garlic minced 
1 to 2 tsp salt or to taste 
1/4 tsp fresh ground black pepper or to taste  

Mix together until well combined and pour over 
above. Chill at least one hour or overnight. 

Stir before serving. 

P/C Barbara sends … thanks. 

Rules of the Road 

D ear Readers, 

It is with a sad heart that I bid you fare-
well through this column that I have been privi-
leged to write over these many months through 
the cooperation and support of your kind Editor, 
Harry. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed this one snippet of 
maritime lore and Rules. However, not only have 
we reached the end of the Inland Rules as pub-
lished, but I have reached the end my capability 
to keep things fresh and enjoyable as I grow 
older and seek to attend to my waning energy. 
I have been honored with your readership and 
appreciate your patience with my efforts to 
bring you some additional information which may 
have been of use and value to you. Continue to 
enjoy yourselves with this outstanding Sail and 
Power Squadron. It has always been the keeper 
of many of my most treasured memories. 

Very respectfully, 

Jerry Guertin 
 
Dear Friend Jerry, 

Please know I have appreciated your input over 
the years. Even though you let your membership 
lapse, you have been ever present in helping us 
keep abreast of the Rules that govern our con-
duct on the water. You have been faithful for 
forwarding these snippets of information for a 
very long time. Your knowledge and dedication to 
this mission has been commendable. 
While we appreciate all you have done to en-
hance our publication, we realize that life situa-
tions often interfere with our desire to contrib-
ute. Your contributions have been most admira-
ble. Take care of yourself and Betty Jo and 
come visit every so often. Thanks good Friend. 

Harry Hebb, Editor, the Lazy Log. 



 

 


