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The official publication of the Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron, a unit 

of the United States Power Squadrons@ and a member of District 15. 

Executive Officer 
“WATER, WATER 

EVERYWHERE …” 

“… nor any drop to 
drink!” A line penned by 
Samuel Taylor Col-
eridge in “The Rime of 
the Ancient Mariner,” 
his extensive ode of 
peril and nautical ad-
venture. His lament was 

as true for boaters then and is still true today. 
Drinkable water is a provision that should not be 
taken lightly wherever you boat.  

Dehydration is as easy to detect and avoid as it 
is to ignore. To clarify, it can be ignored only 
until it overwhelms you … which it will. Your 
body can go more than three weeks without 
food yet can go only a mere seven days (a gener-
ous estimate) without hydration. When heat, sun 
and wind are a factor, that number changes sig-
nificantly to three or four days. When the wind 
is evaporating your perspiration you may not 
even realize that you are losing significant body 
fluid. It is possible to lose over a liter an hour.  

Dehydration is uncomfortable at best, danger-
ous at worst and should be avoided if at all pos-
sible. The first obvious indicator of dehydration 
is thirst; however, if it is windy and you are a 
mouth breather, you may not notice any differ-

(Continued on page 3) 

Commander 
National Safe 

Boating Test 

H ow many times 
have you heard 

someone say, he thinks 
he knows it all? Well, I 
did when I took to 
USPS National Safe 
Boating Test. 

I believe I am a very good recreational boater 
on our local waters and know what is required to 
be safe and figured this exam to be a no 
brainer. Expecting to ace this exam I found I 
really had to stop and think through some of 
the questions. I was familiar with the subjects 
but not something I would routinely see every 
time I was on the water. Come to find out I do 
not know everything and was embarrassed when 
I missed 2 of the 20 questions. 

I encourage all members to consider taking the 
test as it is a great way to refresh your knowl-
edge and a reminder no one knows it all. It can 
be found on the USPS website. Just go to mem-
ber’s site index and open the National Safe 
Boating Test. 

On page three are topics and information from 
the USPS website. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Lazy Log 
The Lazy Log is the official publication of the 
Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is 
published monthly and details the activities of 
the squadron. 

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a pri-
vate non-profit fraternal organization dedicated 
to “Safe Boating through Education.” We re-
strict membership to no one requesting only 
that members express an interest in sharing our 
charter and learning the principals and practice 

of safe boating through 
education. 

We hold regular busi-
ness meeting and social 
events during the calen-
dar year. Membership 
information may be ob-
tained by visiting our 
website at … www.usps-psps.org … or by con-
tacting either the Commander or Secretary. 

Safe Boating is no Accident; Come for the Boat-
ing Education … Stay for the Friendssm 

Officers and Staff 
Commander … Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net 
Executive Officer … Lt/C Bill Wickham, AP 
850.941.8813 … billwickham50@hotmail.com 
Educational Officer … Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 
850.453.5303 … seopsps@att.net 
Administrative Officer … Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 
850.432.0527 … drdave944@yahoo.com 
Secretary … Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN-IN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Treasurer … Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN-IN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Past Commander … P/C Barbara Merrick, P 
850.261.6444 … barbaramerrick16@att.net 

Executive Committee 
Lt Phyllis Swope, JN and Staff Photographer 
850.453.5303 … pswope55@att.net 
Lt Peggy Neely, AP 
405.627.4674 … pegneely@att.net 
Lt Mike Curci, AP 
850.607.2402 … mikecuci@gmail.com 

Birthdays this Month 
Denice Hair … 10 

Nine Koehler … 10 

David Nicholson … 28 

 

 

And that’s all folks … see you next month. 

Contact Us 
Our website is available to assist you in answer-
ing questions about us and what we stand for. 
The URL is www.usps-psps.org. As well, it lists 
all the officers of the squadron, the most re-
cent details of our meetings and rendezvous, a 
squadron calendar of events which we try to 
maintain as up-to-date as possible, a complete 
listing of our educational program, our Vessel 

Safety Check program and 
many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 
Please feel free to peruse 
our site whenever you 
wish. If you don’t find 
what you are looking for, 
send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We will make every 
effort to answer your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible. 
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 38% of all water-related fatalities involve 
boats 

 71% of these fatalities involve recrea-
tional boats 

Of this 71%, 53% involve small powerboats; 
30% involve canoes 

Conclusion: Small, open boats continue to 
be the type of craft most involved in fatal 
boating accidents  

 

 Young adult males, 18 to 24 years of 
age, have the highest preventable water-
related death rate, mostly due to alcohol 
consumption and not wearing a Personal 
Flotation Device. 

 Drowning is one of the leading causes of 
accidental death among those under 55 
years of age. 

Only 10% of boating-related drowning vic-
tims were wearing an approved flotation de-
vice properly. 

Conclusion: Drinking and not wearing a 
PFD are major safety concerns.  

 

Pleasure craft account for more than 50% of 
the average reported 6,000 Search and Res-
cue incidents. 

Conclusion: Better boating education and 
safety practices are required to reduce the 
number of incidents and reduce both health 
care and rescue costs 

Safe Boating Practices are all our responsibili-
ties and every Boater on the water. Pass this on 
to your friends and neighbors, just getting them 
thinking boating safety hopefully would encour-
age them to take a Boating Course from USPS. 

Cdr Todd sends ... thanks. 

(Continued from page 1) Commander 
ence from normal. The second most significant 
indicator is poor urination. How long has it been 
since you drained your personal holding tank? 
Other signs and symptoms of dehydration are 
palpitations (a rapid heart rate) dry eyes and 
lips and no urination for several hours.  

The human body needs water to maintain ade-
quate blood pressure. Therefore dehydration 
leads to decrease in blood pressure and increase 
in heart rate, light headedness and eventually 
disorientation and unconsciousness. We also 
need sufficient hydration to maintain a normal 
body temperature. Perspiration, our best de-
fense to overheating, ceases without water.  

If you have any underlying health issues, you are 
even more susceptible to the physical impact of 
becoming dehydrated. A crew member with re-
sulting physical or mental compromise is a 
safety issue for all. Prevention is so easy… prior 
to going out, drink plenty of water and while on 
the water, be sure to drink water regularly.  

Make it a point to drink lots of water the night 
and morning before you plan to be on the boat 
to be sure that you are leaving the dock ade-
quately hydrated. 

Lt/C Bill sends … thanks. 

(Continued from page 1) Executive Officer 

Astronomy Note 
The moon is new on January 27th, at first quar-
ter on February 3th; full on the 10th and at last 
quarter on the 18th. 
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Educational Report 
Random mus-
ings from the 

ASEO 

O K, ok, don't go 
looking for a dic-

tionary. A 'musing' is a 
thought or idea, often 
coming from a Muse. A 
muse in ancient Greek 
mythology was any of 
the nine daughters of 

Zeus and Mnemosyne (ne mos' sin ee) who were 
protectors of the arts and sciences. Does this 
sound educational? Great, we're off to a good 
start. As your Nautical Muse and Resident Ety-
mologist let me share some of the modern 
phrases in our language that trace their origins 
back to the days of tall ships and sailing smacks.  

I have always enjoyed the trivia rich world of 
etymology (origin of words and phrases) and the 
boating world has created hundreds of them. 
Having a few of these trivia in your 'shot 
locker' arms you well for the next squadron din-
ner when someone says "Did you know ..". Some 
are fairly obvious, like 'anchors away' and 
'batten down the hatches,' or 'know the ropes' 
and 'loose cannon.' Some require a little more 
digging to find the roots. How about 'there'll be 
the Devil to pay' or 'tween the devil and the 
deep blue sea' - any ideas? 

Back in the day, wooden boats were built with 
long narrow boards laid up on a frame of ribs. 
The boards were called strakes and butted up 
to each other edge to edge. The seam between 
strakes had to be caulked to make it water-
proof. The caulking process took a bundle of 
Oakum, plant fiber (usually hemp) soaked in hot 
pine tar, which was pounded into the seam using 
a blunt flat chisel and a caulking mallet. This 
process was called 'paying the seam' or 'paying 
the strake.' As the strakes were laid up from 

keel to deck, they would get longer and longer. 
The top strake was usually the longest and 
heaviest. On top of this strake would sit the 
deck planks, which would overhang the strake by 
several inches. And the seam between the top 
strake and the deck planks was the deepest 
seam, and the most difficult to swing the mallet 
under the overhang. The top strake had a spe-
cial name, it was called the 'Devil Strake'. So if 
your job was to caulk this seam, you really had 
'The Devil to Pay.' But wait, suppose it started 
to leak while you were at sea? Some poor fool 
had to gather up the oakum chisel and mallet, 
and two strong friends; kneel at the edge of a 
pitching deck with his friends holding him by his 
belt and the seat of his pants; and hang upside 
down pounding oakum into the devil strake. He 
was precariously 'between the devil and the 
deep blue sea.' 

One more before we do the What's Happening. 
Most folks have heard or used the phrase 'By 
and Large' to mean 'in general' or 'generally 
speaking.' Did you know this comes from square 
riggers and sailing smacks? (smack = pre-1865 
fore and aft cutter-rigged single mast fishing 
boat) In those days sailors referred to the wind 
direction in points off the bow. A compass had 
32 points (N, NbyE, NNE, NEbyN, NE, NEbyE, 
ENE, EbyN, E ...) and this pattern was applied to 
the ship with the bow pointed due North. When 
the wind came directly over the side it was 
'abeam' and from the back it was 'astern'. A 
square rigged multi-masted sailing ship reached 
its best speed when the wind was 'tween 2 and 
6 points abaft abeam', and they would call this 
wind 'Large' - the wind was large and the way 
made good. However, if the wind came from 
abeam and forward to the bow, the ship had to 
change course or stop and anchor. The word 
'By' in those days meant towards or in the di-
rection of. Today you hear people say "I'm going 
to run by the office ." Back then, the wind was 
'By' if it came from between 2 and 6 points of 

(Continued on page 5) 
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dead ahead. Thus a sailboat could sail 'By the 
Wind' or into the wind only if it carried fore 
and aft sails and a keel. The triangular jib sail 
and the triangular or gaft rigged main sail acted 
like the wings of an aircraft and 'lift the boat 
into the wind'. And, if you set the jib out to one 
side and the main to the other, wing and wing, 
you could sail downwind too! So, the tall square 
rigger was a good ship when the wind was large, 
but the little smack was a great boat - By And 
Large. 

If you fancy this type of nautical lore, let me 
know and we'll do some more.  

OK, let's dust off our Boatswains Whistle and 
pipe and Pass the Word: Congratulations to P/C 
Bob Burton, SN-CN, on being awarded the 
Coastal Navigator Certificate. This award is 
based upon requirements in the Boat Operator 
Certification Program and requires demonstra-
tion of on-the-water skills as well as completion 
of courses, seminars and land based skills. It is 
the second level of boat operator certification 
coming above Inland Navigator. Congratulations 
again, Bob. 

Now for the What's Happening. “Mastering 
Rules of the Road” is the title of the seminar to 
be offered Tuesday, 21 February, at the home 
of our ASEO Scott Rathkamp, AP. It will be 
taught by P/C Bob Burton, SN-CN. This seminar 
is also a requirement of the Coastal Navigator 
Boat Operator Certification program. All mem-
bers are invited to participate, but due to a new 
USPS policy implemented 1 January, all seminar 
attendees must have seminar materials and 
must be registered. Student kits are $14 or 
$24 if you want the One Minute Guide to the 
Nautical Rules of the Road by Charlie Wing. This 
book includes the Inland and International Rules 
as well as explanations of each rule. In addition 
there is a $10 registration fee paid to national 
which makes the total fee either $24 or $34. 
Please contact Ron Swope if you wish to regis-

ter. Payment is due the night of class. Let Ron 
know as soon as possible as he must order mate-
rials and allow time for shipment from Raleigh. 
He’ll give the location and any last minute de-
tails to those who register. 

Boat Smart, Boat Safe - See You On The Wa-
ter! Scott 

1st/Lt Scott sends … thanks. 

 

January General Meeting 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Administrative Officer 

T he general meet-
ing of the Pensa-

cola Sail and Power 
Squadron for January 
was held on Tuesday 
the 10th at the Pensa-
cola Yacht Club. The 
Speaker was Captain 
Mac McClean, who op-
erates TowBoatUS Pen-
sacola. He is associated 

with BoatUS. He is listed on the card you get if 
you are a member of BoatUS. Captain McLean 
explained the differences between various 
situations where he may be called and the rea-
sons for the cost differences. He informed us 
about his fleet of six boats, each of which may 
be needed in differing conditions including: shal-
low water, small boat rescue or large boat far 
off shore work. He told us about his interac-
tions with the Coast Guard.  

 

Basically, the Coast Guard is concerned with 
your life. If your life is not in danger you will 
need to contact someone like Captain McLean to 
help you. The difference between towing and 
salvage is that towing is for a disabled boat 
while if your boat is damaged and in peril or 
there are other complicating factors where sal-
vage is needed. He told us that he and his crews 
stand by during big boat events such as the Blue 
Angels Air Shows. He says there is always a lot 
of business that day especially at the end of the 

show when hundreds of boats all try to go home. 
My boat is big and I can testify to the insanity 
that occurs at the end of the show when numer-
ous complicated wakes combined with perhaps a 
strong West wind may cause some real crazy  
Waves. Numerous small boats get swamped. 

 
 

I went to TowBoatUS Facebook page and noted 
many good entries showing how not to maintain 
your boat, or it will sink. You can view it just like 
you can view Pensacola Power Squadron’s Face-
book page. 
1) Google Facebook. 

2) Log into Facebook. 

3) At the top of the page is the search area 
with a little magnifying glass in it, Type in 
TowBoatUS Pensacola. 

4) To visit our own Facebook page, type in Pen-
sacola Power Squadron. 

The next general meeting will be held on Tues-
day, February 14 (Valentine’s Day) at Romano’s 
Macaroni Grille located in Cordova Mall, 5100 
North 9th Avenue, Ste F645, Pensacola, FL 
32504-8735. It is part of the Cordova Mall 
Complex. We have the back room set aside for 
us. I am in the process of arranging a speaker. 
There will be the usual social time at 1730 fol-
lowed by the general meeting around 1800. The 
meal will be ordered from the restaurant’s 
menu. 

Lt/C Dave sends … thanks. 
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Administrative Officer 
Let’s Face It 

I  am attempting to 
get a grip on all 

Facebooks features. I 
get Facebook on my 
computers and portable 
devices. They seem to 
behave differently 
each time, but I can’t 
figure out a rhyme or 
reason. If I try to ex-

plain it to the readers of this article I will un-
derstand it better myself even if you don’t. So, 
my motives are selfish, but if you get something 
out of it, good. I hope the process will help 
make Facebook more 
useful to the Squad-
ron. If I miss some-
thing or if you see 
anything that helps 
you or me deal with 
Facebook, your com-
ments are welcome. 
Ask a question and I 
will try to answer it. 

I have several refer-
ences. The titles indi-
cate that I am not 
the only one befud-
dled by computer 
stuff. For instance, 
there is Facebook for 
Dummies and Face-
book for Seniors. 
There is even Face-
book for Dummies for 
Seniors. The level of 
this article is even 
simpler. At least it 
won’t be a five-
hundred-page book, 
like Facebook for Dummies. 

First how do you get on Facebook? Can you view 
content without signing up? No. I tried to look 
at Facebook anonymously and you get a Face-
book page asking you to sign in or join up. 

How do you join up? You need an email address 
and a name. Facebook will ask you to make up a 
password for your account. You need to use your 
real name and a real email account. Businesses 
can join and if you are a representative of that 
business you can use the name you use in your 
business, real or not. For example, if your busi-
ness name is Batman, you could use that, but 
this is frowned upon. No one will know who you 
are if you don’t use your real name, which de-
feats the purpose of Facebook. 

Some people are concerned with Facebook pri-
vacy. You control what the public sees on Face-

(Continued on page 8) 
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book. If you use any computer and identify 
yourself, commercial interests are already col-
lecting information on you, Facebook, or no 
Facebook. After signing up you can view people’s 
Facebook pages. Before proceeding it is best to 
add your profile, such as where you live, what 
you do for a living and where you went to school. 
This information will appear on your own per-
sonal page. Most people put in a picture of 
themselves and a theme picture of something 

for your cover photo. This can all be changed at 
will. Facebook is for you to express yourself, so 
what you say is there. My Facebook page is on 
page 7. 

I am not going to cover any more of the elemen-
tary things like this but discuss things that puz-
zle me and things that I have discovered about 
Facebook as I have used it. For instance, there 
are multiple things on Facebook pages that do 
things when you hover over them or click them. 
You can play around with these and see what 
happens. That is what I will do and report my 

findings next month. Do it yourself and let me 
know if you find out any strange or helpful 
stuff. 

One member of the Squadron told me he was 
not getting on the Pensacola Power Squadron 
page. I used to get frustrated because I would 
have to search for the page every time by typ-
ing in the search box at the top of the page. On 
your computer screen, there is a thing called 
“Home.’ Click on it. 

This will take you to a page with a lot of mes-
sages. On the far left there 
is a long column. 

You will see numerous places 
to explore. Favorites is a list 
of frequently visited places. 
Squadron members should 
have Pensacola Power Squad-
ron as a favorite. You can 
then check it frequently and 
it will be easy to visit Pensa-
cola Power Squadron. When 
you get there, you will see a 
box called “Notifications” 
Please click it and check “all.” 
That way you will get notifi-
cations on your Iphone or 
whatever you get notifica-
tions on when a new message 
is posted. 

This may all seem bother-
some or complicated for us oldsters used to 
phone calls, emails and letters. It is almost as 
though you have no choice but to be on Face-
book, as was brought home to me today when my 
sister-in-law announced the death of her father 
and the funeral arrangements with Facebook 
Instant Messenger. If you don’t do Facebook 
the day could come when you might not even 
know about the funeral of a friend or loved one 
without it. 

Lt/C Dave sends … thanks. 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Secretary 
Stellar rhythm 

T his is a perfect 
month to explore 

the rhythms of the sky. 
They’re now blazing like 
neon, even if most of 
the beats are generally 
unknown. 

Patterns of the bright-
est objects — the Sun, 

Moon, and sometimes Venus — were used in 
timekeeping by all ancient peoples. The Sun 
reaching its daily highpoint has been called 

“noon” since medieval times, even if the word 
originally referred to 3 p.m. and literally meant 
“the ninth hour” (and still sounds like “nine”). 
The period from one solar highpoint to the next 
was a “day,” and when clocks arrived on the 
scene, they were set to the Sun. Not compli-
cated. But there’s a wrinkle, known for centu-
ries. 

Because our planet’s orbit is elliptical and we’re 
closest to the Sun in early January, winter’s 
stronger solar gravity whips Earth around. So 
we now travel our curvy path 1 km/s faster than 
in the summer. As a result, during winter 
months, the direction toward the Sun changes 
faster than usual on successive days. Earth 
must rotate eight seconds longer than average 
in order for you to again face the noonday Sun. 

This extra daily time adds up so that now in 
February, our clocks are 14 minutes out of sync 
with the Sun’s position. The Sun is at its most 
delayed direction of the year, and it arrives at 
its daily highpoint at 12:14 p.m. instead of 12:00. 

Earth’s speedy current motion also quickly swiv-
els the anti-solar direction where the Full Moon 
hovers. During the year, the Moon’s synodic 
phase cycle varies by nearly a day. Lunations can 
happen 29.18 to as much as 29.93 days apart, 
and we’re in the Moon’s laziest period right now. 
Very few know about such patterns; they’re es-
sentially secret. 

Then there’s the matter of conjunctions. On the 
final evening in January, the Moon, Venus, and 
Mars form a striking don’t-miss triangle at 
nightfall. Factor in the Moon’s 29 to 30 day 
phase cycle, and you’d expect another nice tri-
angle on February’s last day. Bingo, even if that 
one’s not as compact. 

Understandably, winter-weary citizens mostly 

care about the Sun. Yet most are unaware of 
midwinter’s arrival in early February, or that it 
begins the three-month period when the Sun’s 
daily elevation boost starts to go into overdrive. 
Daylight length and solar intensity grow at their 
maximum rate. Every three days, the Sun gets 
two solar diameters higher! 

The media instead focus on the bizarre Ground-
hog Day celebration, while ignoring February 2’s 
importance as an ancient “cross quarter day” 
halfway between the solstice and the equinox. 
But the biggest overlooked pattern involves 
February’s ultra-shortness. 

Most of us know the month Augustus Caesar got 
named for him was lengthened to match Julius 
Caesar’s that precedes it, oddly giving us two 
successive 31-day months. We also recall that 
the March equinox is on the 20th while the Sep-
tember equinox happens on the 23rd. But we 
never link all that with February’s shortness, or 
with the fact that Earth is now speeding 1,000 

(Continued on page 10) 

The cosmos sings. You just have to know 
where to tune in to the song. 
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mph faster than normal. 

Yet, believe it or not, they all tie together! 

Our faster speed means we’re hurrying through 
this wintertime part of our orbit. We therefore 
get fewer axial spins during the cold segment of 
the year from September through March. 
Fewer days. This winter half of the year is a 
week shorter than the warm half. 

But that’s disguised. Putting off that Septem-
ber equinox by half a week does most of the job 
at hiding the inequality. The two long summer 
months coupled with February’s shortness finish 
the task. And thus nobody ever notices that the 
year is made of unequal “halves.” 

Our point? Despite providing centuries of epoxy 
between the sky and our daily lives, most sky 
cycles have become largely unknown, even as 
they continue to tick tock in their fascinating 
epic regularity. 

Reprinted with permission of Bob Berman, As-
tronomy Magazine. First published in the Febru-
ary 2017 Edition of Astronomy Magazine. 

Learn more about Bob Berman’s amazing uni-
verse in his book called “Zoom,” a strictly sci-
ence exploration of motion and speed of all 
natural things and/or “Beyond Biocentrism” co-
authored with Dr. Robert Lanza which is more 
mind stretching and speculative and is subtitled: 
Rethinking Space, Time, Consciousness and the 
Illusion of Death. 

Bingo … 

J erry Guertin sends this titivating bit of fun 
and adventure. Either do an Internet 

Search or goto … www.bingocardcreator.com .. 
and find a world of easy to create Bingo Cards 
with all sorts of options for different subjects. 

Shown below is a card containing nautical terms. 
Other subjects include agriculture, American 
history, art, economics, French, human anatomy, 
parties and events, science, seasons, sports, 
tools and of course transportation, et cetera. 

Do you want to make bingo cards for your 
class or event? Bingo Card Creator lets par-
ents and teachers create fun and educational 
bingo games. You can get started using it im-
mediately or browse the 1,030 free activities 
they created for you. Every card is different 
because playing teaching bingo with copied 
cards is no fun at all. 

A big Bingo and a tip of the card to Jerry .. 
Many thanks. 

(Continued from page 9) 

compass 
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  Past Commander 
Clam Chowder 

4 lbs cherry stone 
clams 
2 large red potatoes 
peeled and cut into 
1/2 inch cubes 
1 slice lean-bacon 
chopped 
1 medium onion diced 

1 stalk celery sliced thin 
2 cloves garlic minced 
1 cup half and half 
Kosher salt and freshly ground pepper 
2 tlb chopped parsley 
2 tlb fresh chives 
1/2 tsp paprika 

Place clams and two cups of water in pot, 
cover, boil over medium heat for five minutes. 
Uncover and cook until clams open. Discard 
any that do not open. 

Transfer claims to bowl. Pour liquid into three 
cup measuring container. Add water to make 
three cups if needed. Strain liquid through 
strainer with a paper towel. Put liquid back in 
pot. Add potatoes and simmer until tender. 
Remove 1/3 of the potatoes. Purée the pota-
toes you removed until smooth. Return to pot. 

Cook bacon until soft, add onions and celery 
then cook until soft. Add garlic stirring about 
three more minutes. Add bacon mixture and 
reserved puréed potatoes back to pot. Re-
move pot from heat and add half and half. 
Remove clams from shell and chop. Add back 
to pot. Season with salt and pepper to taste. 

Serve topped with pad of butter, parsley, 
chives and paprika. Enjoy! 

P/C Barbara sends … thanks. 
 

Venus Blazes … 

 

W hen the sky turns a deep blue after sun-
set, there’s nothing better to draw you 

outside than a brilliant gem standing near a 
crescent Moon. Such a scene awaits viewers 
February 1 when dazzling Venus appears to the 
lower right of a five day old Moon in the south-
western sky. 

First notice the moon and then follow it down 
and slightly to the right to Venus. The bright 
body at about five o’clock from the Moon. You 
will notice Mars between the two if the sky is 
dark enough. Many cannot distinguish between 
the color red of Mars and the blue white of Ve-
nus; can you? 

The Moon returns to the area on the 28th, 
thought it then appears as a thinner crescent 
10o south (lower left) of Venus. Venus’ combina-
tion of brightness and altitude allows it to cast 
shadows under a dark enough sky. Try to see 
this rare effect after the February 10 Full 
Moon. 

Now is a great time to view Venus through a 
telescope because both its size and phase 
change quickly. Did you know that Venus goes 
through phases just as the Moon does? 

The Secretary sends ... 
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