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Executive Officer 
OLD NAVAGATION 

CHARTS = 
 DANGER 

S killed boaters 
know that old 

charts can become dan-
gerously out of date 
and inaccurate. Unfor-
tunately, many of those 
same boaters feel per-

fectly secure with their GPS's electronics 
charts, believing it's data will never age. Even a 
newly purchased GPS unit may contain a chip 
that is already obsolete. You also need to recog-
nize that the printed chart you just purchased 
may have been on the shelf for quite awhile, not 
to mention how long it sat on your boat before 
you used it.  

To address this problem, the United States 
Power Squadrons has joined with government 
and leading companies in forming the Alliance 
for Safe Navigation. This Alliance is co-
sponsored by the National Oceanographic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) of the US 
Department of Commerce, Jeppesen Marine, 
OceanGrafix, BoatU.S. and Sea Tow. Its goal is 
to make boaters aware of unsafe navigation 
tools and practices. 

Typically, a recreation boater’s chart informa-

(Continued on page 3) 

Commander 

A s we enter a New 
Year what should 
our EXPECTA-

TIONS for the Squad-
ron be? 

Boating Education 
We should be looking to 
continued growth in 
both membership and 
the public attendance 

in classroom instruction and Boating on the Wa-
ter Training. This can only be accomplished by 
getting the word out to the public through 
clubs, churches or any venue that you are in-
volved. To support the Squadron Education pro-
grams, members need to be involved and one of 
the more important steps in becoming qualified 
in Instructor Development. Our Educational Of-
ficer, Ron Swope, SN-IN, will be commencing an 
Instructor Development course this January for 
approximately eight weeks. Every member who 
does not have this qualification should consider 
enrolling and become involved in Boating Educa-
tion. 

Vessel Safety Checks 
VSCs are a great way to provide “one-on-one 
training” to boaters and possibly prospective 
new members. To warrant the required sticker a 
boater needs to meet the requirements laid out 
in Federal Regulations; but what is not noted are 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Lazy Log 
The Lazy Log is the official publication of the 
Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron, Inc. It is 
published monthly and details the activities of 
the squadron. 

The Pensacola Sail and Power Squadron is a pri-
vate non-profit fraternal organization dedicated 
to “Safe Boating through Education.” We re-
strict membership to no one requesting only 
that members express an interest in sharing our 
charter and learning the principals and practice 

of safe boating through 
education. 

We hold regular busi-
ness meeting and social 
events during the calen-
dar year. Membership 
information may be ob-
tained by visiting our 
website at … www.usps-psps.org … or by con-
tacting either the Commander or Secretary. 

Safe Boating is no Accident; Come for the Boat-
ing Education … Stay for the Friendssm 

Officers and Staff 
Commander … Cdr Todd Larson, AP 
850.497.0358 … xnaveng@cox.net 
Executive Officer … Lt/C Bill Wickham, AP 
850.941.8813 … billwickham50@hotmail.com 
Educational Officer … Lt/C Ron Swope, SN-IN 
850.453.5303 … seopsps@att.net 
Administrative Officer … Lt/C Dave Nicholson, AP 
850.432.0527 … drdave944@yahoo.com 
Secretary … Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN-IN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Treasurer … Lt/C Harry Hebb, SN-IN 
850.492.6477 … harry@hebb.me 

Past Commander … P/C Barbara Merrick, P 
850.261.6444 … barbaramerrick16@att.net 

Executive Committee 
Lt Phyllis Swope, JN and Staff Photographer 
850.453.5303 … pswope55@att.net 
Lt Peggy Neely, AP 
405.627.4674 … pegneely@att.net 
Lt Mike Curci, AP 
850.607.2402 … mikecuci@gmail.com 

Birthdays this Month 
Karen Mclendon … 15 

Harry Hebb … 19 

Joan Wachter … 22 

Rod Powell … 29 

 

And that’s all folks … see you next month. 

Contact Us 
Our website is available to assist you in answer-
ing questions about us and what we stand for. 
The URL is www.usps-psps.org. As well, it lists 
all the officers of the squadron, the most re-
cent details of our meetings and rendezvous, a 
squadron calendar of events which we try to 
maintain as up-to-date as possible, a complete 
listing of our educational program, our Vessel 

Safety Check program and 
many of the other activi-
ties we are involved in. 
Please feel free to peruse 
our site whenever you 
wish. If you don’t find 
what you are looking for, 
send an email to one of our 
officers or staff members. We will make every 
effort to answer your questions in as timely a 
manner as possible. 



Lazy Log–January 2017  

Page 3 

 

all the recommended items that enhance a 
boater’s safety on the water. One of the VSC’s 
Examiners greatest tools is being able to ex-
pand on items other then the mandatory ones. 
The bottom line is that our VSC’s Examiners are 
our front line providers for our Boating Educa-
tion and Boating Safety Programs for the Boat-
ing Public. Every member should at least con-
sider providing this service. More information 
can be provided by contacting our VSC Chair-
man, Lt Mike Curci, AP. His email and phone 
number are located on page 2. 

Executive Committee 
The ExCom is your voice in the Squadron. Please 
know that every member should understand that 
they are encouraged to attend an ExCom meet-
ing to see the intra workings of the Squadron. 
If you as a member have a project or concern to 
be presented to the Squadron for approval, it 
needs to start at a committee level then pre-
sented to the ExCom. I encourage every mem-
ber to at least consider attending one ExCom 
meeting during the coming year. 

I look forward to seeing you at our General 
Membership meetings throughout the year and 
hopefully at an ExCom. 

Cdr Todd sends … 

(Continued from page 1) Commander 

tion is three to five years out of date. The con-
cern is that while such boaters are not required 
to maintain current navigational tools, the size 
of their vessels allows them to move into places 
where they are vulnerable to shifting shoals and 
alterations to channel markers. Hundreds of 
changes may have occurred since their naviga-
tion charts were prepared.  

NOAA reports that in the United States there 
are around 6,400 recreational boating accidents 
each year. In the past five years, there were 
2,500 accidents resulting from striking fixed 
objects and 1,400 resulting from running 
aground. It is clear that boaters must learn to 
leave their home ports with accurate cruising 
data.  

While the United States Coast Guard's weekly 
"Local Notice to Mariners" is regularly available 
with the latest chart changes, few boaters take 
advantage of this service. To meet this impor-
tant situation the Alliance has set up a website 
where boaters can easily check the accuracy of 
their local charts at ... 
 www.allianceforsafenavigation.org. 

Lt/C Bill sends … thanks. 

(Continued from page 1) Executive Officer 
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Educational Report 
A Few Words 
from the ASEO 

A  word from the 
who??? Let me 

take this opportunity 
to introduce myself to 
the squadron. My name 
is Scott Rathkamp and 
I will be serving as the 
Assistant Squadron 
Educational Officer. As 

ASEO, I will be Ron Swope's understudy as we 
roll out the many courses and seminars available 
to us from the Power Squadron's educational 
offerings and requested by our members. 

My enjoyment of boating goes way back to my 
early teens. I 'borrowed' my uncle's 10 foot 
fishing/row boat and converted it into a sailing 
pram - adding a centerboard, rudder, mast and 
sail. I learned that when the center of force of 
the sail is forward of the centerboard, you get 
a sailboat that only goes in circles - education 
happens. Then I progressed to a 14 foot ply-
wood Chris Craft kit and a 20 HP Evinrude. I 
used that boat to dig clams in the Great South 
Bay, LI, NY, and made a few bucks for college. 
Twenty years later I went back to sailing with a 
Hunter 235 weekender. That lasted until my 
arthritic ankles said 'no more scampering about 
the foredeck' - back to power, sit down and 
drive. Today I am boat-blessed. I enjoy bird 
watching and nature photography from my 18 
foot bass boat. The trolling motor lets me get 
way up these bayous quietly. For a 'family boat' 
I have a Sea Ray Sundancer that can take 10 
people out for a day cruise or 4 for a sleep-
over. At 2 miles per gallon (ethanol free!) that 
boat doesn't go out too often. 

On the education side, I have spent some time 
in adult education. While working at Kraft Foods 
I was a member of Kraft University. KU was 

composed of senior managers from throughout 
the company that volunteered to teach new 
managers 4 weeks each year. Later, at IBM, I 
was 'loaned out' to IBM's Education and Certi-
fication Division for a year where I developed 
and delivered courses leading to IBM Certified 
Project Management Professional. I look for-
ward to working with Ron delivering education to 
our squadron members. 

OK, enough intro, let's look at what's coming up. 
Starting Monday, January 16th, Ron Swope will 
be teaching the Instructor Development (ID) 
course. ID is re-
quired for anyone 
teaching the pub-
lic boating course 
(ABC3) or the on-
the-water por-
tions of the Prac-
tical On-The-
Water Seminar 
and Inland Navi-
gator programs. 
Class size permitting, Ron will host the course 
at his home in West Pensacola. We will start 
each Monday at 6PM and each class will be 
about 2 to 2½ hours for approximately 8 weeks. 
The ID course is not limited to just teaching 
boating courses. It will help you build your skills 
in any adult education role you may find your-
self. The course has been designed to demon-
strate interactive teaching methods focused on 
adult learning. Students will prepare lesson 
plans and give presentations to their peers util-
izing a variety of teaching aids and presentation 
skills. Good stuff, I'm signing up. If you are in-
terested in the ID course, contact Ron at 850-
453-5303. Also in the works is a course on Ma-
rine Communications, stay tuned as we work out 
the details. 

Boat Smart, Boat Safe - See You On The Wa-
ter! 

1st/Lt Scott Rathkamp sends … thanks. 
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Administrative Officer 

T he 2017 General 
Meeting schedule 

for the Pensacola Sail 
and Power Squadron 
will kick off on Tues-
day, January 10th, at 
the Pensacola Yacht 
Club. There will be the 
usual social time at 
1730 followed by the 
general meeting around 

1800. The meal will be ordered from the club’s 
menu. The speaker at the meeting will be Cap-
tain Mac Mc Lean, owner and operator of Tow-
BoatU.S, Pensacola. He will inform us about his 
services and his experiences and answer any 
questions. Park in the first parking lot on the 
back side of the building and enter the 1st floor 
of the Club House at 1897 Cypress Street, Pen-
sacola, FL, 32502. 

As part of our plan to build membership in the 
squadron we are trying to increase our presence 
on public media. I have been announcing our edu-
cational seminars open to the public and our 
general meetings on Eventful. Eventful is an 
email and Facebook based outlet which is free 
to the public. It is also associated with Pensa-
cola News Journal. Many daily activities are 
listed in the newspaper on the day they are pre-
sented. You can find out what has been planned 
by looking in Eventful. You can get it sent to 
your email address and can you can see it on 
Facebook. 

Another way of increasing our public profile is 
to be active on Facebook. I have recently estab-
lished a new Facebook group named Pensacola 
Power Squadron for Facebook communica-
tions, announcements and public discussions. I 
am experimenting with ways to get content on 
the site. Without content, the site dies. I am 
told that viewing the page and indicating you 
like it is good. I can see that anywhere from 4 

to 20 people are viewing most postings. Only a 
few “likes” are received. I know some people 
who get 200 likes whenever they post a picture 
of their child. If you like any of the content 
even the least amount put “like” so I can find 
out what this does. Also, comment and add your 
own content. This is a good way for members to 
communicate. As well, if you are a Facebook 
user, join the group; if you are not yet a mem-
ber, why not join? 

Lt/C Dave sends … thanks. 

Meteor Watch 

L ots of fiery streams should light up the 
sky when the Quadrantid meteor shower 

reaches its peak before dawn January 3. The 
waxing crescent Moon sets before 10 pm local 
time the previous evening, promising dark skies 
during the prime viewing hours after midnight, 
weather permitting. As long as the weather co-
operates observers under a dark sky could see 
up to 120 meteors per hour. 

The meteors appear to radiate from a point in 
northern Bootes. This is the site of a non-
defunct constellation named Quadrans Muralis, 
from which the shower takes its name. The ra-
diant (apparent point of origin) rises before 
midnight and climbs 60o high in the east-
northeast by the time twilight begins, though 
the meteors can appear anywhere in the sky. 
Dress warmly, settle back in a lawn chair or 
sleeping bag, and enjoy the show. 
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Administrative Officer 
Which Battle-
ship to Visit? 

P art of the enjoy-
ment of traveling 

around the Atlantic and 
Gulf Coasts is to visit 
various historical sites 
including their naval 
facilities. Since I have 
taken an interest in the 

Navy in the Civil War and other eras, I have 
really enjoyed several visits to the East Coast. 

The beauty is that a visit to some Civil War 
relic, fortification or battlefield will invariably 
take you near historical sites and exhibits from 
other times, not to mention architectural won-
ders, cultural and natural science museums, 
street scenes, plus local music, restaurants, 
festivities, and drinks. 

If you have read my recent articles published in 
the Lazy Log you will learn about the earliest 
American versions of the battleship, the Moni-

tor, and the Merrimack. Following these innova-
tions there was worldwide development of the 
heavily armored, heavily armed fighting ship. 

This culminated in 1940s in the deployment of 
the last three generations of American fast 
battleships, each based on experience and im-
provements from the last one. A fast battleship 
was a battleship which emphasized speed with-
out compromise of either armor or armament. 
Most of the early World War I era dreadnought 
battleships were built with low design speeds. 
The extra speed of a fast battleship was nor-
mally required to keep up with the rest of the 

fleet such as aircraft carriers. One of the uses 
of the battleship became to be shielding the 
carriers with walls of antiaircraft fire which 
would greet any attacking airplane. 

Still they were not invulnerable, as a bomb 
dropped by the Japanese hit the USS South 
Dakota, killing 27, and lost others in an acciden-
tal explosion while loading gun powder. Several 
battleships met typhoons and survived, as other 
craft nearby sank. The worst disaster on a mod-
ern American battleship occurred when a turret 

(Continued on page 7) 



Lazy Log–January 2017  

Page 7 

exploded during practice firing on the Battle-
ship Iowa in 1987, killing 47. Some of these 
mighty warships were finished just before 
America entered World War II and more came 
on line in the next few years There were three 
models or classes: 

The North Carolina class was designed to run 
at up to 28 knots. For compari-
son, some of the freighters com-
ing into and leaving Mobile, which 
I have dodged, will cruise at 
about 24 knots. The North Caro-
lina was launched on 13 June 
1940, and its sister ship the 
Washington Launched on 1 June 
1940.  

South Dakota class (27.5 
knots) was the finest ship of its 
time until the even bigger Iowa 
class. It was comprised four 
ships: South Dakota, Indiana, 
Massachusetts, and Alabama. 
The South Dakota and Indiana were scrapped 
after the war. Massachusetts and Alabama were 
retained as museum ships. 

Iowa class (32.5 knots) Iowa, New Jersey, 
Missouri, and Wisconsin. This class of battleship 
was the culmination of the age of battleships. It 
benefited from the experiences of the previous 
generations and was unrestricted by treaties 
which had previously limited certain parameters 
such as tonnage, and armament. Japan had 
bowed out of the treaty and had built two truly 
monstrous battleships including the Yamato. 
This ship would never face off against an 
American battleship, but would be sunk by 
American bombs and torpedoes. In the Korean 
War, all four Iowa Class battleships partici-
pated in shore bombardment. The New Jersey 
supported troops in Vietnam. All of them were 
refitted for cruise missile attacks in 1980 and 
the Wisconsin and the Missouri took part in the 

initial attack in the first Gulf War. 

In WWII, much of the action of the American 
battleships would take place in the Pacific. The 
ships were mostly used to fight Japanese air-
craft attacks on themselves or other ships and 
to support amphibious landings. There were 
raids on Japanese Islands to destroy onshore 
targets. The Massachusetts did sink a French 
battleship. 

The Massachusetts, Texas, North Carolina, Ala-
bama, Iowa, New Jersey, Missouri, and Wiscon-
sin have all been turned into popular historical 
exhibits. The remainder of the fast World War 
II battlewagons have been scrapped. 

Aline and I visited Wilmington North Carolina, 
site of the USS North Carolina. It, like the 
USS Alabama, had been saved from the salvage 
yards by small donations from thousands of 
school children. Located across a channel from 
the down town area in the Cape Fear River, it is 
visible from the historical district and is quite 
beautiful. A very fine self-guided tour is worth 
at least a half a day. It is beautifully fixed up 
to look just like it did in World War II.  

There is a small museum, gift shop and food 
court, but most everything to see is on board. 
The tour gives you tremendous access to the 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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vastly complex ships systems, such as engine 
room, steam turbines, rudder controls, crew 
quarters, triple 16-inch gun turret on all levels, 
magazine, fire control etc. This is why I highly 
recommend this tour, even if you have been on 
board other battleships. This was the first 
modern fast battleship. It was not later 
stripped down and modified like all four, bigger, 
faster Iowa class battleships. All the old 5 inch 
guns, 40mm anti-aircraft cannons and deck 
mounted machine guns are there. 

Last month we traveled to Norfolk, Virginia. It 
is bigger than Wilmington, NC, but the down-
town area is loaded with naval exhibits, historic 
homes and other attractions. Everything was 
within walking distance of our hotel. The water 
front features Nauticus which is a maritime-
themed science center and museum located on 
the downtown waterfront in Norfolk, Virginia, 
also known as the National Maritime Center. The 
USS Wisconsin is moored there. The city owns 
it but it is preserved in a condition so that it 
could be reactivated. It still leads an active life. 
Numerous Naval ceremonies were being con-
ducted on deck while we were there, including 

promotions, commissioning of officers, awards 
and commendations.  

The USS Wisconsin was launched on December 
7, 1943. It served in the Pacific in World War 
II, Korea, and the first Gulf War. Extensive 
demonstrations of equipment and way of life on 
shipboard are seen in the large Nauticus mu-
seum though which the Wisconsin is boarded. 
You can also walk the entire deck and enter one 
of the 16in gun turrets through a small hatch in 
the bottom. Here you can observe how the 
shells were loaded and fired. But this is only the 
top most part of a six-story weapons system. 
Unlike the North Carolina, you can’t go into the 
lower levels, where shells and gunpowder canis-
ters are stored and handled. You can see the 
crew’s quarters, machine shops, and dining fa-
cilities but not the engine room, the bridge, or 
the armored command centers for captain, bat-
tle officers and flag officer to occupy during 
battle. My point is that if you are a real fan of 
battleships you should see both and do not skip 
the North Carolina. 

Lt/C Dave sends … thanks. 
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Secretary 

G reeings all and a 
Blessed New 
Year to you and 

yours for 2017. 

So we are going to try 
something a little dif-
ferent this year. In 
addition to the normal 
Lazy Log you are used 
to, we are adding a cal-
endar to the end of 

each publication. One is included at the end of 
this document. 

Of course, you know there is one on our web-
page at … www.usps-psps.org … and trust me, we 
do try to keep it current. But I suspect there 
are some who do not have internet access and 
for sure you may have difficulty printing one on 
the net and posting it on your refrigerator. 
There is a sample below. It will change often. 

So now all you have to do is print the last page 
of the Lazy Log and post it on your refrigerator. 
We hope it will remind you of significant events 
for the month and allow you to not forget ones 
you want to attend. 

Please remember this is a trial. While I antici-
pate it lasting at least a year, I do need to know 
if you like it and want to continue it in future 
years. Your Secretary’s department is here to 
help, we certainly hope we do. 

Lt/C Harry sends … 

National Notes 
Call for Volunteers! 

Several USPS National Committees are looking 
for volunteers with these technical skills: 
graphic design, desk-top publishing, technical 
editing, proofreading, marketing and social me-
dia. We need volunteers who have expertise in 
Adobe Creative Suite (InDesign, Illustrator, 
PhotoShop), Microsoft Office (Word, Power-
Point, Excel and Publisher) and CorelDRAW. 
Boating expertise is not required. 

This is a great opportunity to learn while shar-
ing your technical skills to help USPS develop 
products and services that benefit squadrons 
and the boating public. Committee chairs will 
work with you to ensure assignments are clear 
and respect your time availability. Please con-
tact Nominating Committee chairman, R/C Bill 
Selden V, AP, bill@cpdean.com, 804.240.1401, to 
volunteer.  

 

Astronomy Note 
The moon is new on December 29th, at first 
quarter on January 5th; full on the 12th and at 
last quarter on the 19th. 
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  Past Commander 
Crockpot Beef  

Stroganoff 

 
2 lbs stew meat cubed 
2 cans golden mush-
room soup 
1/2 cup water 
1 large diced onion 
2 tbsp Worcestershire 
sauce 

8 oz softened cream cheese 
1 tsp garlic salt 

Brown beef and place in crock pot. Add soup, 
onion, water, cream cheese and garlic salt. Stir 
well. Cook on high for three hours. 

Turn to low and cook three more hours. 

Serve over rice or mashed potatoes. 

I wish every one a joyous and Happy New Year! 

P/C Barbara sends … thanks. 

Christmas Party 
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Rules of the Road 

P ower Squadron members who have been 
here the longest may have noticed last 

month that this article has now completed all 
the Rules of the Road for Inland Waters. Off 
and on, such articles go back to year 2013. Now 
this Rules Article each month will still deal with 
R of R quizzes, and just plain articles dealing 
with the Rules without quoting them verbatim. 
This month’s article is such an example. Addi-
tionally, some articles may put forth a multiple 
choice quiz, all in favor of keeping these impor-
tant Rules near the frontal cortex (if that is a 
key part of the brain for memory). Enjoy. 

This month’s article is from an acquaintance of-
ten quoted in this column. Jim Austin is a physi-
cian and a USCG-licensed vessel Master who 
often writes for Ocean Navigator Magazine. 

This article 
cites a colli-
sion which 
i l lustrates 
an impor-
tant Rule. A 
cargo vessel 
proceeding 
in open, 
Inland wa-
ters was 
g r a d u a l l y 
overtaking a 
fishing ves-
sel within a 
c h a n n e l 

about 1500 feet wide. Weather was fine and 
daylight. 

The fishing vessel was about 1.5 miles ahead of 
the cargo vessel, and since the fishing vessel 
was slightly to starboard, the cargo vessel de-
cided to pass to port. At about three quarters 
of a mile, the overtaking cargo vessel gave two 
short whistle blasts to indicate its intent and 
came left about ten degrees to start passing. 

Despite no reply to his whistle being given, the 
cargo vessel proceeded to pass. (Under Inland 
Rules, such a signal is one of intent, and requires 
a reply, either by matching the signal for agree-
ment, or the danger signal if NOT in agree-
ment). At any rate, in this instance, the fishing 
vessel turned to port just ahead and across the 
bow of the oncoming ship. The overtaking vessel 
stopped engines, sounded the danger signal, 
backed full, sounded one short and ordered 
right full rudder. 

When the fishing vessel was seen emerging 
safely off the port bow, engines were stopped, 
but suddenly the fishing vessel veered to the 
right and backed under the bow of the oncoming 
vessel. Once more, the engines were backed full, 
but this time the collision occurred with the 
cargo vessel’s stem striking the fishing boat on 
its starboard side. The latter sunk, and the Cap-
tain, sleeping below, was lost. 

The situation on the fishing boat was thus: The 
captain was asleep below, and an untrained 
helmsman, who stated that he was unfamiliar 
with the Rules of the Road, was the only person 
on watch. He said that no whistle was heard, 
that the engines were unusually noisy, and he 
said that he was unaware of any vessel coming 
up astern. At one point he left the wheel to 
check an unusual engine sound, and when he 
looked up he saw the depth marks on the incom-
ing hull, at which point he spun the wheel to 
starboard. 

The hearing before a Coast Guard examiner de-
termined that the cargo vessel attempted to 
pass before receiving assent from the over-
taken vessel. The findings resulted in sanctions 
against the pilot of the cargo vessel. 

NOTE TO THE READER: Guess what? This case 
was APPEALED! Can you guess why? Next month 
this column will cover “The Appeal” by the cargo 
ship. Be thinking of why there would be an ap-
peal, and was it maintained? 

Jerry Guertin sends … thanks. 
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hosting a great Christmas Party … Ed 

Photographs on this page are thanks to 
P/Lt/C Bernie Wacher, SN 



 

 


